
Helsingin yliopisto - Helsingfors universitet - University of Helsinki ID 2007-156

Tiedekunta-Fakultet-Faculty
Faculty of Social Sciences

Laitos-Institution-Department
Department of Political Science

Tekijä-Författare-Author
Wilhelmsson, Niklas Fredrik Johannes
Työn nimi-Arbetets titel-Title
Socialt kapital och politiskt deltagande : En studie av hur föreningsengagemang och sociala kontakter påverkar
valdeltagandet bland invandrare i Finland

Oppiaine-Läroämne-Subject
Political Science
Työn laji-Arbetets art-Level
Licentiate thesis

Aika-Datum-Month and year
2007-04-26

Sivumäärä-Sidantal-Number of pages
142 s.

Tiivistelmä-Referat-Abstract
In this study the theory on social capital has been linked to electoral participation. The theory has been tested among Russian, Estonian, Somali
and Vietnamese immigrants in Finland. In the study social capital was measured through organisational involvement and active social contacts.
The study is quantitative and regression analysis forms the central method of analysis. Social capital theory has in the literature been viewed as
an interesting theory in immigrant and minority studies because it connects political participation with underlying social structures and questions
of inclusion and discrimination. In the literature social capital has generally been viewed as a prerequisite for political participation. In the social
capital theory it has however become a debated question whether all forms of social connections form resources. This debate is often addressed
through the concepts bridging and bonding social capital. In the context of immigrants the question relates to the desirability of immigrant
organisations and ethnic social networks and how they facilitate the integration process. The issue in a broader context relates to the question of
whether the state should support multicultural policies. It has nevertheless been questioned whether the type of social membership actually
matters, or if it is the amount of social connections that an individual holds which in fact is important. The results of the study support the
hypothesis that social capital forms a resource for electoral participation. Among the immigrants who participate in civil society organisations
and hold active social connections electoral participation is higher than amongst those that do not. The results also support the multicultural
hypothesis that immigrant organisations in general are beneficial for political participation. One notable finding is that the amount of social
participation seems to be a more important explanatory factor for electoral participation than the type of social connection. Based on earlier
research it seems likely that the research findings can be generalized beyond voting to other more demanding forms of political participation.
Literature: Coleman, J. (1990), Fennema, M. & J. Tillie (1999), R. Putnam (1993); R. Putnam (2000); Teorell, J. (2003).
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