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Tiivistelmä-Referat-Abstract
Despite the relative political stability of the well-established democracies and the expansion of political and civil rights, the escalation of
challenge to political power and authority became an extending phenomenon in the 1990's. Moreover, the domestic struggles were reaching
increasingly beyond national boundaries. It is argued that in Finland, too, there is a growing need to formalize the response to those individuals
and groups who choose to resort to proscribed means.
The study focuses on the radical extra-parliamentary movements utilising both legal and illegal means in the name of some greater good in their
political struggle. It consists of three independent parts, the first one of which is also the summary of the two empirical case studies.
The concepts of the new social movement and Michel Wieviorka's communal movement are examined for their relevance in understanding the
nature of the radical extra-parliamentary movements as political movements. The theoretical frame of reference is constructed from the basis of
the concept of the cultic milieu as defined by Colin Campbell. Finally, the special dilemma of these movements is discussed: they aim at creating
public support for their goals, but the illegal means they resort to, require that they maintain a clandestine existence at the same time.
The first empirical case study deals with the Finnish radical right viewed through the political personality and activities of Pekka Siitoin in the
1970's. The research material is qualitative, main sources of information being the archive of the Security Police, the Pekka Siitoin archive
(University of Helsinki) and Siitoin's own private archive. The study describes i.a. the way Siitoin's ideology was formed, the motives and minds
of his supporters, the organisation of the activities and the establishment of the international connections.
The second case study focuses on the new radical single-issue movements in Finland in the 1990's. It is analysed e.g. how the new radical groups
organise their activities in comparison with other single issue movements. The quantitative research data was collected from police registers and
open sources, mainly from newspapers and magazines. The raw data consists of the participation of the supporters in different kind of 'events'. It
was transformed into two network data matrices, the first one describing the connections between supporters and the second one the connections
between organisations and/or issues.
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