
Helsingin yliopisto - Helsingfors universitet - University of Helsinki ID 2005-99

Tiedekunta-Fakultet-Faculty
Faculty of Social Sciences

Laitos-Institution-Department
Department of Political Science

Tekijä-Författare-Author
Loikkanen, Laura
Työn nimi-Arbetets titel-Title
Tortured minds, broken bodies : How rape can constitute genocide
Oppiaine-Läroämne-Subject
International Politics
Työn laji-Arbetets art-Level
Master's thesis

Aika-Datum-Month and year
2005-11-04

Sivumäärä-Sidantal-Number of pages
80 + 1

Tiivistelmä-Referat-Abstract
The study analyzes how rape can constitute genocide. The starting premise is that rape has effects and it is through these effects that they can
contribute to genocide. The effects of rape are analyzed in light of the provisions listed in Article 2 of the Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide to see whether the effects of rape actually meet the criteria for genocide. The effects are divided into
physical and psychological effects on the individual and societal level.
A feminist viewpoint is used to highlight concepts such as gender, identity, and ethnicity that are essential in understanding genocide and
genocidal rape but that are also ignored by traditional IR theories. According to a feminist view, rape is viewed not as a violation of the victim"s
honor but as a violent assault of sexual nature that can cause serious bodily and mental harm to the victim and also have serious societal effects.
Genocide functions as a context for genocidal rape, not as a theoretical framework in the traditional sense.
Rape was found to fall most clearly under provision (b) (causing serious bodily or mental harm) of Article 2 of the Convention, but rape can also
fulfil the criteria for provision (a) (killing members of the group) through the death of the victim as a result of rape, provision (c) (deliberately
inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part) when rape results in serious
physical (including reproductive) harm, provision (d) (imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group) through death and
physical and/or psychological harm to the victim, and through the societal response to the rapes that can include the ostracizing and abandonment
of the victim, and provision (e) (forcibly transferring children of the group to another group) if women are forced to marry into, and ultimately
bear children of, different ethnic groups, or through forced impregnation and forced maternity.
Genocidal rape needs to be analyzed in its situational context in order to deduce special intent, or dolus specialis, for the rapes. An analysis of the
cultural context of genocidal rape is necessary to understand the societal response. Rape that occurs in a genocidal context without special intent
does not constitute genocide.
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