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Tiivistelmä-Referat-Abstract
The concept of self-determination essentially involves the idea of a people controlling their own collective political destiny. The real
break-through of the concept in the scene of international relations took place within the framework of the United Nations in the 1960's and
1970's. In the context of liberation of colonial territories the relevant declarations stated that all peoples have the right to self-determination.
However, still today the concept of self-determination remains rather poorly defined in International Relations. On one hand it is an affirmed
principle or right of international law guaranteeing ex-European colonies the right to independence. On the other hand, the concept can be seen
as the inspiration of many secessionist movements.
The thesis examines the concept of self-determination, including its past evolution as well as present developments and interpretations. The
analysis of the concept of self-determination is carried out as an intermediate step, with the purpose of developing a theoretical framework for
the empirical research of two concrete cases, Western Sahara and South Sudan, at the PhD stage.The research problem concentrates around the
substance, practical relevance and the consequences of self-determination. The central research hypothesis is that the concept of
self-determination needs to emerge towards a broader, more innovative and accomodating concept. That is, from independence and
secession-oriented rhetorique towards a recognition that also alternative arrangements and political solutions are needed in the operationalization
of self-determination.
The method used is critical analysis. It is asked where the examination of the concept of self-determination takes us at the moment. The
theoretical framework the conceptual analysis is normative international relations theory. While acknowledging the potential added value of
various theories, the choice of normative theory is justified by the inherently normative nature of the concept of self-determination. The point of
departure is that self-determination is a human right.
The research material consists primarily of existing academic research as well as of a variety of selected United Nations documentation on
self-determination. Due to the interdisciplinary nature of the research -between International Relations and International Law, particularly human
rights- research material is exploited from both disciplines.
The analysis carried out has shown that the concept of self-determination consists of different aspects and normative capacities and is capable of
a multitude of contributions. The concept is under constant evolution. It is demonstrated that there has been a shift in focus of the implementation
prescriptions of the concept towards internal solutions. The conclusion of the research is that the present concept of self-determination, as
renewed and constantly re-interpreted, can be considered flexible and inclusive. More emphasis is being diverted towards human rights and
democracy aspects which, in fact, constitute the core essence of the concept of self-determination.
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