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International Socialist Congress
191 0
Eight hundred and eighty-seven delegates met in the eighth International Socialist Congress, held at the Concert Palace, Copenhagen, Denmark, from August 28 to September 4, 1910. Of these
Germany sent 189 delegates, France 78, Austria 72, Bohemia 36,
Great Britain 84, Russia 38, Italy 9, United States 24, Belgium 26,
Sweden 13, Denmark 146, Poland 17, Switzerland 13, Hungary 14,
Finland 19. Holland 14, l\1'brway 31, Spain 3, Armenia 4, Servia 3,
Argentina 1, Bulgaria 7, Roumania 2.
The Congress opcned with a cantata composed by the Danish
Socialist composer and poet, A. P. Meyer. The first half of the cantata closed with the Marseillaise, and before the beginning of the
second half Dr. Gustav Bang said on behalf of the Social Democrats
of Denmark: "We have tried in this cantata to expreiiS the sentiment that lies at the foundation of this meeting, that of the international solidarity of the struggling proletariat of all lands. From
the first Denmark has been a member of the international Socialist
movement;. and we have taken great care to preserve our relations
with the :Socialists of other countries. We have always made the
greatest effort to do our part whenever struggles have arisen between
capital and labor in other countries. In fact, the call 'Workers of the
World, Unite,' has become'for the Danes more than mere words; it
has entered into their blood."
With the close of the second part of the cantata the members of
the International Socialist Bureau took their places and Emile Vandervelde of Belgium declared the Congress officially open,
Secretary Stauning of the Social Democratic Party of Copen. hagen, received the Congress in the name of the D'anish Socialists.
In part, he said: "For forty years the Danes have based their organization and their press on the principles of international Socialism.
Denmark is a little country. We hay! nothing of great size to show
to our visiting comrades, but we can point to our 100,000 Socialist
votes, to the 28 Socialist deputies, to the fact that wc hold one-half
the seats in the City Council of Copenhagen, that we have 33 Spcialiiit
papers and over 120,()(X) subscribers, that our economic organization~
number 120,QOC) members, and that we have succeeded in raising both
t he economic and intellectual standard of the workers of Denmark."
The preliminary work of an International Socialist Congress is
done in the committees made up of members from each country, who
prepare resolutions to present to the Congress on ~he various subjects that make up the agenda.
International Secretary Huy:.mans of Belgium laid before the
Congress the list of subjects that would be handl ed by five commit-
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tees. The subjects thus presented to the eighth International Congress for consideration were: I. Relations Between Co-Operative
Organizations and P olitical Parties. 2. The Trade Union Question
and International Solidarity. 3. Arbitration and Disarmament and
The Speedy Execution of Resolutions Passed at t he International Congress. 4. International Results of Labor Legislation and the Question of Unemployment. 5. Resolutions.
The following three. days were occupie.d with the meetings of
the various committees. It is im possible to give even a brief report
of the meetings of the 'c ommittees, as each committee held several
long sessions. The most diffi'c ult and probably the most valuable
work of the Congress is, however, done in these committees.
The fir st general session of the Congress, held o n September 1,
was presided over by Branting of Sweden. In a brief address he said
that, since the Stuttgart Congress. Sweden had been able to double
the number of its Socialist representatives in t he second hou se, and
that there are now 35 Sociali st depu ties in Sweden.
The first resolution brought before the Congress was the one on
the question of the unemployed.
Resolution on Question of Unemployed.
The Congress declares that un employment is inseparable from the capitalist mode of production and will disappear only when capitalism disappears.
So lo ng as capitalist production form s the basiS' of society, palliative measures alone are possible.
This Congress demands the institution by public authorities, under the
a dm inistration of working class organiutions, of general compulsory insurance against unemployment, the expenses of which shall be borne by the
owne rs of the means o f production.
The represe ntatives of the workers most urgently demand from the
public authorities(1) Exact s tatistical registration of the untmployed.
(2) The execution on a sufficient scale of important public works where
the un employed shall be paid the trade union rate of wages.
(3) In periods of indus trial crisis extrjlordinary subsidies to trade union
unemployed funds.
(4) No payment to an unemployed worker to cause the loss of political
rights.
(5) Establishment of and subsidies to labor exchanges in whic~ all ~he
liberties and interests of the workers are respected by co-operation with
trade union employment bureaus.
.
(6) Social laws for the regulation and redu ction of hours of work.
(7) Pending the realization by legisla tion of general and compulsory insurance, the public authorities should encourage unemployme nt benefit fund s
of trade unions by financial subsidies, these subsidies leavi ng complete aut o nomy to the trade union.

Or. Adolf Braun of Vienna, reporter for the committee, spoke
first on the resolution. In part, he said : "We have all learned how
serious a malady out-of-work is in the lives of the laboring class.
In the United States, in England, Germany, Austria and Japan we
have experienced terrible crises. We mll st make society answerable
for this heavy affliction of the working class. Society itself feels
·that it is sh aken in its very fo undations when hundreds of thousa nds
of workers have no bread, when hundreds of thousands of fam ilies
must go hungry. The standpoint of the Socialists on the unemployed
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i3 perfectly clear. We know that unemployment is inseparably associated with the capitalist system, and that we cannot abolish it as.
long as the capitalist method of: production exists. We also- know
that while this method of production continues we must do all we
can to lessen the misery of the working class. We must seek, a" far
as possible, to lessen the suffering from unemployment and do this
through the pressure we can bring to bear on the ruling class. Touay, as it stand.;;, the working class alone must bear the cost oi, o.utof-wQrk. Rut the burdens that the trade unions have taken upon
themselves are too terribly great. We demand, therefore, public,
legal, universal" and obligatory s npport of the unemplQyed by the
s tate, that shall relie\l"e the unions of all things that do not belong
to the work of the unions in the narrowest sense,"
J, R. MacDonald of Eng-Iand ohjected to the r.esolution, say-ing
that the British section wished' that a demand for the right to. work
at fair wages should be a part of any resolution on the unemployed
adopted by the Congress. MacDonald was supported by Quelch.
To this Braun replied that, while MacDonald looked upon the placing
of the right to work as the foremost article in the resolution· as being
very radical, the Germans had a different impression of this right.
"As is well known, the 'right to work' is already a part of the Prus·
sian constitution. In 1848 it gave rise to the national workshops.
Now MacDonald binds the right to work with the idea of fair wages.
B'ut a capitalist society cannot fulfill this demand. We must therefore seek to mitigate the effects o f unemployment with palliatives.
Not by means of the right to work, but by the abolitiot} of capitalism,
can unemployment alone be abolished."
\i\'hen the vote was taken, MacDonald and Quelch announced
that the Briti"h delegation would refrain from voting. Brouchere
of France also announced. after the vote, that a number of the
French had refrained front voting. A part of the American delegation voted for and a part against the resolution. The resolution was
passed, however, by a large majority.
The foIlowing resolution on the unemployed, drawn up by the
British delegation, was not presented to the Congress, but was cir·
culated as a Congress dpcument:

British Resolution on Unemployed.
In view of the protest made in the Congress on Thursday bX the British
and other sections, that th e resolution on unemployment was neither satisfactory in its statements of t he problem nor in its proposals for action, the
undersigne.d, on behl'-lf of thei r natio nal sections, submit to the Congnss
the followmg memorandum:
(1) Unemployment is the result ofi the capitalist organization of. society
and cannot be dissociated from it.
(2) While capitalism exists, measurn must be adopted, however, to deal
with the problem.
(3) These measures must not merely be palliative, but must contain the
get.ms of the organization of the Socialist Commonwealth, and be the beginning of the permanent o rganization of the national resources, and. o f production, industrial and agric.ultural, on a co-operative basis.
(4) Relief works, opened only whe n unemployment is acute and closedr
when it becomes normal, must be condemned.
(5) The action of the state in dealing with unemployment should be based

s·

stitutional reforms in the Balkan states and by a pacific understandin/f among
the sovereign peoples of these states, such as today is alone represented by
Social Democracy in opposition to the governments of the Balkan as of
other EUropean states.
______The Congress protests against the reactionary policy of . the Young
Turkish government, and especially against the laws directed against the
trade unions and strikes, and sends its fraternal greetings to the upspringing
, Socialist movement in Turkey.

Resolution on Spain.
The International Socialist Congress of Copenhagen, in view of the
tragic events of which Spain, and in particular Catalonia, has been the theater
during the past year, expresses its complete sympathy with the comrades of
the Spanish Socialist Party, the militants of Catalonia and all the organized
workers of Spain who, in accordance with the decisions of the International,
by the collective action of the prolctariat, opposed the colonial adventure in
Morocco, protests against the barbarOIl S repression of which our comrades
of Barcelona and other towns have been the victims and, in particular, against
the pseudo-juridical assassination of Ferrcr, and welcomes in the electio n of
Comrade Iglesias, the first representative of the working class elected in
the capital of the monarchy itself, the dedsive sign of the awakening of the
class consciousness of the SpaniSh workers.

Resolution on Persia.

Considering
That, since the commencement of the Persian revolution and just in
consequence of the Anglo-Russian agreement, the Cur's gove rn ment has
'Used every means possible to bring about the failure of the constituti on~1
movement;
That on several occasions they even inte rvened with an armed forc~
under pretext of maintaining order on their frontiers and pra.tecting the lives
of their own subjects in Persia, bill in reality of impeding the efforts of the
Persian democrats, that tbese troops and the Russian police in the proV'ince of Aderbeidjan (Tebriz) openly dealt rigorously with the insurgents
.1nd tbe leaders belonging to the party "Daschnaktzoutioun";
That the Russian government even yet, through the intermediary of its
many secret agents, contir.ues its intrigues and provocations in Persia; that
a consider-able number of troops still remain on Persian territory, in spite
of the reiterated prolests of the Medjlis and of the cabinet at Teheran;
That the same Rus~ian government is actively "at work" in Turkey,
especially in Armenian Turkey, for the purpose of exciting the feudal
Kurds, the most reactiona~y element of Turkey, against the Armenians, thus
fomenting disturbances and provoking a ("ollnter-revolution;
That the Russian ambassadors at Constantinople and Tcharikooff and
~he Russian consul at Erzeroum hav(' had special instructions to this effect;
Considering, in short
That CZ3rism, vir.torious in its liberticide march in its own territories and
profoundly hating the constitutional order established on its two frontiers, is
attempting with system and perseverance to restore the regime of absolutism in Persia and Turkey.
In the presence of these two grave facts, which constitute a permanent
danger . for the two young democracies of the Orient,
The Congress calls upon the Socialist parties of Europe to use all the
means in their power to put an end to the reactionary dealing of czarism)

Resolution on Finland.
The International Socialist Congress at Copenhagen s tro ngly condemns
the barbarous and dishonest policy of the Russian government and the
leactionary representatives of the possessing class in the Duma and the
Council of $tate-a policy which aims at the total suppression of the auton-
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omy and of the liberty won by Finland and a policy which will make it the
most oppressed province in the empire.
The Congress affirms that, by its policy toward Finland, the Tsarist~_-I
gfJvernment has cynically taken back all the guaranties solemnly given ill
1905 and has suppressed its secular constitution in. defiance of the formal
will of the Finnish people, of the best part of European opinion and of the
c.pinion of the nl(ost eminent jurists.
.
It also aflirms that the brutal suppression of Finnisll autOnOToy is only
one consequence of a whole system of savage oppression of aU nationalities,
non-Russian equally with Russian, an oppression carried on by a band of
assassins cloaking themselves with a pretended constitutionalism.
Seeing that the dominant classes of Europe and the great organs of
the press, while they formulate platonic professions in favor of Finland, in
fact sustain tyranny by aU the muns at their disposal, and, seeing that the
Finnish Socialists are engaged in a serious struggle to save democratic
liberty and the right of the Finnish people to control themselves, -Nhich concerns not only Socialism but democratic liberty, the Congress expresses its
confidence in the energy, the courage and the perseverance of the proletariat
of Finland.
It i ~ convinced that the proletariat of Finland will march on ;11 accord
with the working class of Russia struggling in solidarity against the same
regime of oppression.
It invites all the Socialist parties and all the sincere democrats ,)f the
entire world to protest, by every means in their power (press, parliament,
public meetin.,S"s, etc.), again~ t the "coup de force" directed against Finland.
The Congress instructs the International Socialist Bureau to take strps to
organize in every country a demonstration as complete and powerful as nossible of the Socialist proletariat in favor of Finland.
ElIenbogen of Austria was reporter for the Resolutions Committee and spoke to some length on the resolutions. Daniel De Lean,
speaking o n the Unity resolution; charged that the Socia1ist Labor
Party had made offers of unity to the Socialist Party, but that they
had been rejected by the Socia list Party.
Morris Hillquit replied to De Lean. In part, be said: "The
Socialist Party in America sta nds for the union of all Socialist forces
in the United States. It does not stand for this simply in a platonic
manner, but has shown its sincerity by its deeds. Our party is itself
the product of unity. In 1900 the Socialist movement of Am,e rica was
spli.t into various parties and groups. The Socialist Party became
the center of unity and invited all Socialist organizations to send
delegates to the U nity Convention of 1901. All such organizations
responded with the exception of that wing of the Socialist Labor
Party which was headed by De Leon. After the union \ve made
great progress, and si.nce then almost ·all the earlier members of the
Socialist Labor .Party have come to liS. Comrade De Leon, if you
are in earnest in what you say, if you really dcsire unity in the true
spirit of Socialism in order to combat Ollr common enemy, then you
are welcome, as you always have been, to our ranks.
"The Socialist Party of America stands in accord with the fundamental principles of international So~ialism in theory and pra ctice.
\Vc are in friendly relations with the wQrkers in the unions. vVe
cannot conceive of a Socialist movement that does not have the mass
of the workers behind it. Of Comrade· De Lean's vagaries in his
relations to the industrial organizations of labor we have only to
instance the Socialist Trade and Labor Alliance and the Industriar
Workers of the World. And so I say to Comrade De Leon if he is
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ready to throw aside aB hi s unsociali stic fad s we will need no' further conferences or conventions."
¥,
In conclusion, Hillquit call ed attention to the fact that De Leon's
constant slande rous attacks upon the Socialist Party could hardly be
considered a very effective method fo r bringing about unity with
that party, and pointed out that the report submitted by the Sociali:it
Labor Pa rty to the Congress, which was nothing but senseless abuse
of the Socialist Party, stood in glari ng contradiction to his protestations of friend ship and alleged desire for unity.
Replying ~ I so to De Leon, Victor L. Berger said: "The A merican
Socialists are nnanimou,; for u nity. Th e best proof of this is t hat te n
years ago we had two parties with about five thou sa nd each, while
today we have one pa rty with about 53,000 dues-paying members and
another 'with not quite one thousand . Is not that almost as good as
unity? These one thousand are also welcome today or tomorrow if
they wil! accept our platform and stop fighting t he unions. W e will
vote for the U nity resolution and promise you that within the next
three y ears we will completely solve the unity question, for by that
time only De ' Lean himself will stan d outside the party. We in
America are also working all the time for u rtity."
All of the foregoing resolutions presented by the Resolutions
Committee were accepted by the Cong ress, much applause being heard
when the resolution on Finland was adopted. The American delegates voted un anim ously for the resolutions.
The resolu tion dealing with arb itration and di sa rmament, with
a sub-amendment by Kier Hardie and Vaillant, came next ' before
the Congress.
Resolution on Arbitration and Disarmament.
The Congress declares that the armaments of the natio ns ha ve a larmingly
inc reased during recent years in spite of the peace congresses and the protestations of peaceful intention on the part of the governments. Particularly
does this appl y to the ge neral movement of the governments to incrl!ase
the naval armamen t whose latest phase is the construction of "dreadnoughts." This policy leads not only to an insane waste of nati(mal resources fo r unproductive purposes, and therefore to the curtailment of means
for the realiza tion of necessary social reforms in th e interest of the working
class, but it also threatens all nations with fina ncial ruin a nd e'tirQustion
thro ugh the insupportable burdens of indirect taxation.
These armaments have but recently end ange red the peace of the world,
as t hey always will. In view of i his development which threate ns all achie·\eme nts of civilization, the well-being of nations and the very life of the masses,
this Congress reaffirm"s ~he resolutions of the former International Congresses
.
and particularly that of the Stu ttgart Congress.
The wo rkers of all countries have no quarrels o r difference which could
lead to war. Modern wars are the result of capitalism, and particularly of
rivalries of the ..::apita.list classes of the different countries for the world
market, and of the spirit of militarism, which is one of the main instruments
of capitalist class rule and of th'e economic and political subjugation of the
working class. Wars will cease completely only with the disappearance of
the capitalistic mode of production. The working class, which bears the
main burde ns l)f war and suffers most fr om its effects, has the greatest interest in the preve ntio n of wars. The o rganized Socialist wo rke rs of all countries are therefore the onl.v reliable ~uaranty of uni ve rsal peace. The Con!fI·ess therefore again call s upon the la bor o rganiza tions of all countries to
continue a vigorous propaganda of enlig hte'!ment as to the causes of war
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among all wo'rkers, and partkularly among tIle young people, in order to
educate them in the spirit of international brotherhood.
The Congress, reiterating tile oft-repeated duty of Socialist representa- ._.....
lives in the parliaments to combat militarism with all means at their command and to refuse the means fo r armaments, requires from its representa-

.Lives-

•

ja) The constant reiteration of the demand that international arbitration
be made compulsory in all international disputes.
.
(b) Persistent and repeated proposals in the direction of ultimate com-plete disarmament; and, above all, as a first step, the conclusion of a general
treaty limiting naval armaments and abrogating the right of privateering.
(c) The demand for the aholition of secret diplomacy and the publication
of all existing and iuture agreements between the governments.
(d) The gnaranty of the :..ndependence of all nations and their protection
from military attacks and violent suppression.
The International Socialist Bureau will support all Socialist organizations in their fight against militarism by furnishing them with the necessary
data and information, and will, when the occasion arrives, endeavor to bring
about united action. In case of warlike complications, this Congress re_
affirms the resolution of the Stuttgart Congress, wh"ich reads:
In case of war being imminent, the working classes and their parliamentary representatives in the countries concerned shall be bound, with the
assistance of the International Socialist Bureau, to do all they can to prevent the breaking out of the war, using for this purpose the means which
appear to them the most efficacious, and which must naturally vary according
to the acuteness of the struggle of classes, and to the general political conditions.
In case war should break out notwithstanding, they shall be bound to
intervene for its being brought to a speedy end, and to employ all their
forces for utilizing the economical and political crisis created by the war, in
oJder to rouse the masses of the people and to hasten the downbreak of
the predominance of the capitalist class.
For die proper execution of these measures the Congress directs the
Bureau, in the event of a war menace, to take immediate steps to bring about
an agreement among the labor parties of the countries affected for united
action to prevent the threatened war.
Sub-Amendment.
Among the means to be used in order to prevent and hi nder war, the
Congress considers as particularly efficacious the general strike, especially
in the industries that supply war with its implements (arms and ammuni~ion, transport, etc.), as well as the propaganda and popular action in their
most active forms.
KEIR HARDIE,
E. VAILLANT.

Ledebour of Germany spoke at consider.able length in favor of the
resolution presented by the committee. Kier Hardie, w~o had been
instrumental in drawing up the sub-amendment, said in part: "The
great questiqn before us is that of hindering war and furthering disarmament. On this question the English Labor Party takes a clear
position. We are not only against war, but also against militarism.
We maintain that the army and navy are the brutal mea.ns used by
the modern state to maintain the poss~ssing class in the enjoyment
of privileges. By no means do we wish to subscribe to the use of
the general strike against the danger of war at all times in all nations. We only desire to say to the working class of all lands that
if it unites its economic strength, the power of the working class is
sufficient to make war impossible."
Vandervelde of Belgium introduced an amendment providing
that the Congress send the sub-amendment of Kier Hardie and
11
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Vaillant to the International Bureau for study of the subject, and
that at the next International Congress a report be presented on the
investigations made, Both Kier Hardie and Vaillant agreed to this
.and the Vandervelde amendment was accepted by the Congress.
The resolution on arbitration and disarmament as reported by the

committee was then adopted.

The Congress then took up the discussion of the resolution on
-the unity of trade unions.
.:Resolution on the Unity of Trade Unions.
The International Socialist Congress in Copenhagen re news the Stuttgart
resolution on the relations between the political parties and the trade unions,
eSJIcc::ially with .regard to the poi nt that the unity of the industrial organization shouli! be kept -in mind in nch stat-e and is an essen tial ..condition of
'Successful struggle against exploitation and oppression,
,
In polyglot 'states ~he united trade unions must, of course, take into account the cultural and linguistic needs of all their members,
'The Congress 'further declares that any attempt to break internationally
united trade unions into nationally separastic parts contradicts the aim of this
resolution of the International Socialist Congress,
The International Socialist Bureau and the International Secretariat of
Trade Un'ions arc requested to offer their services to the o rganizations direetly
interested, in orde r to eliminate the conRicts on this subject, in a spirit of
Socialist good will and brotherhood.

This resolution, together w ith the following, called forth by
lhe situation in Bohemia, was adopted by the Congress, the American
delegation casting its vote in favor of them.
Resolution .on Bohemia.
The I nternational Socialist Congress of Copenhagen, rcferrin~g to the
resolution of the Stuttgart Congress, 1907, on the relations between the
political and trade o rganiutions, draws attention to the fact that the proletarian class s truggle can only show results when cordial co-operation exists
between the political and trade organizations.
The Congress emphatically declares. that, in the sense of this as in (he
~e nl'e of former resolutions ' of Internatio nal Congresses, the sfruggle for th e
emancipation of tbe proletariat necessi lat~ s political and trad~ union unity,
as we'll as the solidarity of the proletariat of every nationality, so that these
two branehes of the labor movement can only act independently of each
other in the sense of the Stuttgart resolution, but always in aceordance and
';'n cordial rdation witb the mutual object -of the proletariat, The unity of
the workers of every nation is the basis of the international solidarity of the
workers of all nations.
The 'Congress declares that every effort to destroy the existing unity
of the working class of each nationality i!; contrary to the principles of interna tional SCicialism. W henever in any state or nationality serious disputes
,arise between the political party and the trade unions, the International
.Bureau shall be authorized and boued to take all nectSnry measures to
reconcile the parties in dispute, and to endeavor to regulate thei r mutual
relation,; so 'as to give effect to the intentions of the Internaliona:!,

"The last Clay of the Congres~ opened with the discussion on the
resolution on .international solidarity,
Resolution on Intemational Solidarity.
The International Socialist Labor Congress..of Copenhagen, emphasizing
th"e essentially intern'a tional spirit of the proletarian movement and remem-
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bering the tra.$litions of active solidarity which owe their origin to the first
I nternational, appeals to workingmen of every country that they fulfil! their
duty of solidarity each time that a struggle between capital and labor takes
on such dimensions that it is evident that the workingmen of the country
engaged in battle are not ahle to hold their own against the enemy without
help, and that they assist the ir comrades in tile fight by means of subsidies,
coming fron! all sides, accord ing to the proletarian forces of each country.
Such action is all the more necesS;iry since the organization of the opposed forces -is b~ing accelerated in proportion as the working class, by its
united action, is pressing capitalism. Capitalist power is concentrating itself
in the gigantic trusts, in cartels and in national arid international employers'
unions. On the other hand, the workingmen are combining their forces,
in the first place, in m .tiona! labor confederations. Under the pressure of
this concentration of forces in the two opposed camps, the class struggle
alters its aspect and takes new and vaster proportions. One can therefore
be prepared for general syndical struggle~, brought about by the lockouts
on a big scale, such as the one in Denmark of 1899, in Sweden of 1909, or of
Germany of 1910. Thus, the class struggle being extended and organized
more and more, it will in future be still more urgently necessary to concentrate the forces of the labor class in the whole world, promptly and vigorously, so as to be- prepared for the day when workingmen of every country
or of one profession should be threatened with annihilation by the power
of the united capitalists.
The Congress requests the International Secretariat of Trade Unions to
~nvestigate in what way the. international solidarity of the workers may be
most expediently org~nized.
For the near future the Congress recommendsThe more intimate and permanent drawing together of the· labor organizations in each country across the frontiers;
The revision of the statutes of the societies and federations, with a view
to eliminating from these regulations everything that would constitute a
hindrance to effective and immediate international action;
The improvement and the extension of international relations of the
Socialist and labor press; Socialist journalish of that country in which a
grand conflict is imminent or has already been declared should be particu·
larly requested ' to transmit prompt and accurate reports of the ' situation to
their foreign colleagues, who, for their p:l.ft, should utilize them immediately
in order everywhere to arouse the sympathetic interest of the working classes
and at the proper time correct or deny the fantastic and often too untrue tales
which the press and the agencies in the pay of capital never fail to publish
for the purpose of leading .public opinion astray.
From this point oi view it is also of the highest importance for the
whole labor movement: of the world that there should eXIst everywhere a
Socialist press which is powerful enough to liberate the masses from the
.influence and suggestion of the bourgeois press.

Hugler of Switzerland presented the resolution, and in speaking
on it expressed surprise that the Socialist and trade union movement
of E'urope had not shown greater anxiety than they had done to
promote the cause of international working class emancipation by
supporting the Swedish workers in their great 3truggle against capitalism. He said that the Swedish trade unions had received much
moral but little material suppOrt from the great nations. No le'ss
than 300,@ people had· been deprived of resources by the capitalists.
Norway and Denmark had made heroic sacrifices. Denmark had
contributed 20,()()) pounds and Germany 64,000 pounds, but France
had given only 300 pounds and Belginm nothing. Finally, the greatest surprise had been the lack of all but the slightest help from the
English trade unions.
'T o this Anderson of the British delegation replied that they admitted at once that they had failed in ·their duty to their Swedish
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fellow workmen.· He explained that the English trade unions are
old, that they were established before Socialist propaganda began,
and the task of infusing Socia list ideas and international fee ling into
them has been more diffi'cu lt than in countries where Socialist teaching has preceded trade union organizations.
He closed with the assurance that British trade unions are becoming more and more international in spirit a nd are steadi ly building.
up the machinery by which international solidarity can be realized.
The resolution was unanimously adopted by the Congress.
The next report was on the subject of international labor legislation. The following is the .resolution submitted by the committee:
Resolution on Labor Legislation.
,

The increasing exploitati')n of the workers consequent upon the development of capitalist production has brought <tbollt cond itions which render
imperative legislation for the protection of the life and health of the worker.
I n no country do the laws even apPfl)ximate that which is absolutely
necessary in the interests of-the workers, and which could be granted without detriment to existing industry.
The Congress reiterates the following minimum demands regarding legis_
lation for the prote.;tion of workers (without _distinction of sex) made by
the Paris Congress of 1889:
1. A maximum working day of eight hours.
Z. Prohibition of boy and girl labor under fourteen years.
3. Prohibition of night work, except whl're the nature of the work or
the demands of !)ublic welfare make it inevitable.
4. Uninte r rupted rest of at least thirty.six hours in each week for all
workers.
5. Comp!ete suppre~sion of the truck system.
6. Absolute right of combination.
7. Effective and thorough inspection of working conditions, agricultural
as well as industrial, with the c.o-operation of persons elected by the wor kers.
As a result of the ,Paris Congress, conferences of governments were held
in :Berlin in 1890 and in Rern in 1906, and international proposals were made
for the protection of worker.~; but in spite of the lengthy negotiations very
little positive legislation has resulted, because of the opposition of the governing classes, who fear that their class interests would be injured thereby,
111 spite of the fact that in no country has any branch of industry suffered
! rom the protection of thl' workers, bu t rather has the improveme nt of t he
health and efficiency of the workers be nefi ted general civilization and also 'the
employing class..
To prevent the workers from falling into pauperism, the Amsterdam
Congress demanded adequate measures ior the support and care of the sick,
those disabled by accident, the old, the invalids, women with child and mothers
in child bed, widows, orphans and the unemployed; the administ ration of
such measures to be under the contml of the workers, and the same treatment to be given to foreigner s as to those belonging to the country.
The existing laws for tbe protection and insu rance of the workers are
tot:JJly inadequate to meet the necessary and justifiable requ iremen ts of the
workers. Only by the tenac:-ious persis tence of the worke rs can further reiorms be obtained.
•
The Congress therefore calls upon the workers of all nations, whet her
occupied in industry, in commerce, in agriculture, o r in any other branch,
to break down the opposition of Ihe governing classes and, by unceasing
agitation, and slr·)ng and perfect org~nization, ~oth political and industrial,
to win for ~hemselves real and cffechve protectIon.

,.

Molke~buh r of Germany, reporter for the committee, spoke on

t he resolution.

He pointed out the effect on the laboring class of
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labor legislation passed in one country when similar legislation had
not been secured in other countries. For example, the factory legislation in England raised the wages of English working women, but
the German women workers were unable to hold their own against
the competition of the Engl ish worker!>.
He reminded the Coqgres!> that the real obstacle to social recon struction lay, not in the opposition of the capitalist class, but in
the indifference of the working diss, and one of the chief purposes
of the International Congre!>s was to help arouse the interest and
enthusiasm of the workers of a1\ countries in behalf of their own
emancipation.
The resolution was adopted by the Congress.
A special r esollltio~ on the right of asylum was submitted to
the Congress by the Bureau.
Resolution on Right of Asylum.
Recently in various countrie~ many instances ha ve occurred where, under
variOIlS fallacious pretexts, the right of asylum for political refugeoes has been
violatt'cl. T he. Russian government particularly distinguis hes itself in this fie ld
il ~ a ,I1ost deplorablf' ma"ner.
Thus Jules Wezosol has been recently arrested in Boston upon the demand of Russia ior his extradition.
Even England, contrary to all he r t raditions, consents to employ this
proce~s, vk,jating the right of asylum, as in the case of the revolutionary
Hinuoo, Savarkar, who, in an unprecedented manner, has been arn'sted on
Frem.:h !'t,il and extradite,l without any legal formality.
The Congress vigorously protests against these criminal violations of
the ri gh t of asylum, and urges t he proletariat of all cou nt ries to r::!si~t by all
the means of propaganda and agitation it possesses these assaults 1.Ipon the
dignity and independence of their own countries, which menace the li berty
of action of the working class and its international solidarity.

Kier Hardie, who movcd the resolution, dwelt on the case of
Savarkar, the Hindoo agitator, who escaped from British custody to
French soil.. but was handed back to the British authoritie5. Jaures,
he saic\, who was familiar with international law, held t hat the extradition of Savarkar was illegal. Hardie contended that the right
of asylum is one of the greatest treasures of political liberty. In
England they had afforded protection to Garibaldi, Mazzini, Kossuth
and Ka rl Marx, and by so doing had conferred a precious heritage on
civil ization . . He held furthe I;, that -the trial of Savarkar had not been
a fair one. He had been condCfnned as though he were a mere criminal, no recognition of the political purpose of his action being
allowed.
.
The resolution was carried unanimously.
At the fi nal sitting of the Congress, P. Knudsen, one of t he
Socialist mayors of Copenhagen, presided.
The last resolu tion to be brought before the Congress was the
one on co-operatives and their relation to political parties. The following is the resolution presented by the committee, Karples of
Austria being reporter for the committee:
Resolution on Co-Operation.
Taking into consideration that distributive co-operative societies are not
only able to secure for their members immediate material advantages, but are
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also capable of first increasing the influence of the proletariat hy the elimination of private co mmercial en terprise, and, secondly, by bettering t he conditio n of the working classes by means of productive services organized by
them selves and by educating the workers in the independent democratic
management of social means oi exchange and production;
Considering also that co-operation alone is incapable of realizin-'t t.he aim
of Socialism, which is the acquisition of political power for the purp.Jse. of
collective ownership of the means of production;
This Congress declares, while warning the working classes a~ainst the
theory which maintains that co-operation is in itself sufficient, that the wor king class has the strongest interest in utilizing the weapon of co-operation in
the class struggle and urges all Socialists and all members of trade un ions
to take part in the CO-I)pcrati ve mo\'ement, in order to develop themselves
ir. the spirit of Socialism and kt'ep the co-operative societies from any deviation from the path of education and the promotion of working class solidarity,
The Socialist mem bers of co-operative societies are urged to tndeavo r in
lhese societies to see that the profit~ are not tntirely returned to the membtrs, but that part is ,de\'oted, either by the society itself or by the fede ra_
tion of wholesale societies, to the development of production and the education and instruction, in orderIst. That the conditio ns of wages and work in the co-operative socie ties
,hall he regulated in accordance with trade uniOll rules,
2nd. That the organization of the conditions of employme nt in cooperative societies shall be th e hest possible, and that no purchases of goods
shall he made without rtgard to the condition of the producers,
It is left to the co-operative organizations of each country to decide for
~hemselves whether and to what extent they will aid from their resources t he
political and trade union mQvement,
Furthermo re, being conyinced that the services which co-operatio n can
,'e nder to the working class will be the greater in proportion as the cooperative movement is itself stro ng and united, the Congress declares that it
is desirable that the co-operative societies of each country which is constituted on this basis and subscribes to this present resolutio n should fo r m a
single federation.
It declares, besides, that the working class in its struggle agains t capital:sm is especially concerned that trade unions, co-operative societies and the
Socialist Party, while preserving each its own un ity and autonomy, should
enter into relations more and more intimate with one another,

Irving of England .spoke against the resolution, saying that in
th e case of the Fmglish co-operatives they had not the sligl{test understanding of Socialism and were made up of liberal and conservative workingm'en.
"
Von Elm of Germany defended the resolution and pointed out
that the English co-operatiYe movem~nt in creating its wonderful
organization for the distribution and creation of wealth was, whether
consciously or unconsciously, building up the economic foundatio ns
of Socialism. The resolution wa.s adopted, the Ame rican delegates
voting in favor.
The work of the Cong ress was then completed, It remained only
to decide on the time and place of the next International Congress.
Adler of Viienna invited the International Congress to meet at Vienna
in 1913. T his invitation was unanimously accepted. The Congress
closed with six .speeches, one in German , one in Engl ish, one in
French, one in Swedish, one in Dani.sh and a speech by Vandervelde
as chairman of the Bureau.
Molkenbuhr made the closing speech in Ge rman. He paid a
high tribute to the achievements of the Danish party in parl iament
and in the industrial and municipal life of the nation,
16

HiUquit made the closing English speech. He said: "The English delegations, because of the position of t heir countries, are more
shut out than others from personal acquaintance with the comrades
of other lands. For them this International Socialist Congress has
a special importance, not because of the resolutions and practical
measures, but because of the, personal meeting. with comrades of
other countries. vVhen we look at this assembly, which represents
thirty to forty million organized men and women workers, in trade
unions, co-op,eratives and political organizations, and when we turn
our glance back over the history of the movement and its irresistible
. growth in the face of persecution, we a.e forced to adm'it to ourselves that this movement is itself a guaranty of our ultimate
triumph."
Jaures made the cl03ing speech in French, dwelling on the importance of internatibnal unity and pointing out the dangers of
militarism.
Branting of Sweden, speaking in the name of the Swedish, Finnish and Norwegian delegations, pointed out that within and beside
the great I nternational there exists a special brotherhood among the
Scandinavian;;, and that the more firmly the Scandinavian peoples
hold together the more easily th"e y can make their full power felt
in the international movem,ent.
Knudsen of Denmark thank~d the Congress for com'jng to Copenhagen, and said that the Socialists of Denmark would always recall
that day with pride. In closing, he said: "The nations are divided
by many things-by speech, customs, state and religion. But we
are all united on one thing-ever to work and struggle for the victory of the proletariat of all lands."
Vandervelde, as r.hairman of the Bureau, closed the Congre3s
and was greeted with cheers for International Socialism.
The Congress rose to its feet and in turn each delegation began
. singing its revolutionary song. The Danes began with the "1mernational," the Germans and Austrians united in their "Workers'
Song,'.' the English and Americans sang the "Red Flag," and the ·
French closed with the "International."
The delegates to the Congress were received by the Danish Socialists on the closing evening in the City Hall of Copenhagen, where
speeches were made by the two Socialist mayors of the city, together with delegates from all the r.ol1nt"ries represented.
The value of the International Socialist Congress cannot be
measured by the resolutions that were passed, although the~e in themselves have great significance. The really great work of the Congress
was the bringing together of nearly a i thousand delegates from the
various countries of the world and there enabling them to become
acquainted with the problems that face the struggling proletariat of
other lands. An hour spent in listening to anyone of the discus.~ions in the committees gave a better i!!sight into the conditions that
the Socialists of other countries are forced to meet than could possibly be gained in any other way.
By passing resolutions on such questions as the conditions in
Persia, Turkey, Finland, etc., the eyes of the laboring world were
17
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focused upon these count ries, where especially h ard struggles are.being made by the workers.
The Congress was a meeting of those who arc agreed on all
the fundamenta ls of Socialism, the struggle of the classes and the
economic basis of social movements. Th erefore there was no time
spent in discussing theoretical questions. The subjects dealt with
were those that the Socialist movement in each country is facing
today in its struggle for the workers. The question of militarism,
the problem of t he unemployed and the discussion of labor legislation
arc aWmatters of the greatest moment to the workers today in reaching their ultimate goal.
The, Am erican delegates to the Congress believe that they have
gained much by attending it; they believe that t he movement in the
United States will receive much good from t h e International Socialist
Congress, and that when in 1913 another American delegation attends the Congress at Vienna the movement in the United States
will have m~de such progress that the delegates will be able to present to the International Congress some of the problems that are of
especial, vital interest in America,

,
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Second International Conference
of ·Socialist Women
AT COPENHAGEN
O pening F riday, August 26, at 9 O'Clock in t he Morning.
(This is not an 3tCQUnt of the prciceedings of the Conference, it is merely a
copy of the program).
1.

2.
cialist
3.
4.
5.

Provisional Agenda.

Opening
Measares for securing more regular relations between the organized SoW>:>men of all countries.
Practical work in favor of universal Woman Suffrage, viz:.: Adult Suffrage.
Social protection and provision for motherhood and infants.
VarklUs matters.

- -- :0:-

Provisional Standing O rder.

t. The Burcan is comp"Osed of the first and second pr6ident and two secre·

taries.
2. Siltings are held fr(lm 9 to 1 o'clock in the morning and from 3 to 7 o'clock

in the afternoon.
•
4- Motions concerning the different points of the agenda have to be brought
m wriuen and must be backed by 3t least ten delegates, if they shall be dIscussed.
4. Moti<'lns conc~rning the standing order may bl! [)roposed viva voce, mu~t
he backed b)' al le'lst five delegates and have to be settled at once.
S. Closure or adjournment of th e dehates being proposed, it is only a!lo\~'eu
to speolk once pro or contra.
6. \Vho wishes to speak, has to hand Ol'er hi~ name in writing.
7. Supporters of private motiOIlS are allowed to speak but twenty-live minutes, debaters only ten minutes. Nohody is allowed to speak more thln tw ice abeut
the same qu'!Stion-cxcept supporters of private motions.
8. Resolutions arc carried hy thp absolute majority of th: deles:ltes; in case
of parity of votes the motion is considered to be rejected.
9. Voting is done by showing hands; if proposed by ten delegates, there
must be voting by nations.
---:0:-

MOTI O NS AND RESOLUTIONS.
T o the Agenda.
The action of Socialist Women for th e maintenance of Peace.
British International Socialist Women's Bureau, London.
2. \Vhat shall women do to combat militarism internationally and secure
Women's Club Stockholm-South.
peace?
3. As it can be staled as a fact, that ignorance and prejudice about the relation of sexes, contempt of the unmarried "Iother and .fler want of rights in society
.. re some of the greatest ohstacles in emancipating women, and as even the title
given to women depends on their relation to,....the man, the Conference resolves to
d iscuss the f,)llowing question: How shall women work with the chance to combat
effectively the obstacle to definite emancipation of the female sex, according to
the above-m("ntioned arguments?
\ Vomen's CllIb Stockholm-South.
1.
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To Point 2 of the Agenda-Measures for Securing More Regular
Relations Between the Organized Socialist W omen
of All Countries.
I. COllsidtring the multiform conditions of carrying on the economic and
political struggle of the organized women wo rkers;
considering the great importance of the example of the more advanced countries for the economically and p('Jlitically less developed 'oneSj
.considering the hence following importance of an international mutual understanding
the Women's Conference decides to take in view that there is established at
the International Socialist Bureau an International I nqciry Office for socialist
women workers' org:!.'lizations of the whole world, which should receive all information concerning working women.
Silesian and Cracovian \Vomen's Organizations of the Polish SocialDem..ocra:ic Puty of Silesia and Galicia (Austrian Poland).
2. In order to render easier understanding and also international solidarity
of the working ciass, the W omen's Conference resolves to urge all editors of
socialist women's papers to exchange thei r journals between themselves.
S ilesian and Craco"ian Women's Organizations fo r the Polish SocialDemocratic Parly of Silesia and Galicia (Austrian Poland).
3. T he Executive and all lead ing ortanizations of the Social-Democratic
women's movement in the different countries have to give regular notice to the
International Socialist \Vomen's Secretary of the organizations, their state. the
number of their members, their propaganda and organizations' work as well
as of great actnal questiolls coming forth; the-actions carried out the reat by women
;,nd the S,ocial-Dtmcnatic Party and the (}osition tahn up by working women
towards these matters.
General Women's Club Stockholm.
4. The 'nterlla tional Socialist Women's Secrelary is bound ' to give the Executives of Socialist owmen's societies and Socialist wonlen's papers in the different
countries notice of th"! participation of wOf"king women in the workers' movement ;
this information shall be based upon the r ~po rt s sent to the secretary from all
countries.
General \Yomen's Club Stockholm.
5. The Conf<!renee decides the foundation of an I nternational Socialist
Women's Paper which not only has to publish the reports about the International
Socialist Women's Movement, but also has to discuss by our principle the women's
question in all its extent and connection, and show up its importance for the
socialist movement, proceeding from the questions appearing actually in the 'differ_
~nt countries and concerning the women's movement.
Federation of Socialist Women's Clubs in Holland.

To Point 3 of the Agenda-Practical' Work in Favor of Universal
W oman Suffrage.
1. Concerning Woman Suffrage the Second International Conference of
W'Jmen confinn!: the resolution carried by the First Conference at Stuttgart in 1907.
Considering the many attempts 10 cheat the great majo ri ty of the female sex
by a limit.ed women's enfranchisement and block thus in the same lime one of the
ways of the whole proletariat to the conquest of the political power. the Confe rence emphasizes again especially these principles:
"The Soci:llist \Yomen's movement of all countries rep udiate.> t he limited
\\>1omao's Suffrage as a falsification of and insult to the principle of the political
tquality of the female sex. [t fights for the only li ving concrete expression of
this principle: the un:versal woman's suffrage which is open to all adults and bound
by no conditions of property, payment of taxes, or degrees of education or any
other qualifications, which exclude memhers of the workiug class from the enjoyment of the ri gh t. They carry on their struggle not in alliance with the bourgeois
\Yomen's Righters, but in alliance with the Socialist Parties, and these fight fOr
\Vom:m's Suffrage as one of the demands which from the point of view pf prinSociah~t
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ciple and practice is most important for a complete demo<:ratization of , the
suffrage."
Considering the increasing importance of the political emancipation of the
female sex for the proletarian class-struggle, the Conference calls further attention
to the following rules of tactics:
"The Socialist Parti<;s in all countries are bound to fight with energy for the
introduction of Woman Suffrage. Consequently their fight for the democratization of the Suffrage in the legislative and administrative bodies in the State and
COmlllune must especially be fought also as a struggle ;n iavor of Woman Suffrage, and they must rai~e this demand in their propaganda as well as in the
Parliament, and insist on it with all their power. In countries where Manhood
Suffrage is already far advanced or completely achieved, the Socialist Parties
must take up the. fight for the universal \Voman's Suffrage, and with that naturally
put forward all the demands which remain in order to obtain complete citizenship
for the male proletariat.
It is the duty of the Socialist W·omen's movement in all countries to take part
in all struggles which the Socialist Parties fight for the denloc ratization of the;
Suffrage, and that with ;111 possible ffiergy; but also to see that in this fight the
question of the unive~sal \Voman Suffrage is insisted on with due regard to its
importance of principle and practice."
The Social-Democratic Women of Germany
and the Federation of the Social-Democratic Party's
I
organization of Berlin and neighborhood.
2. In order \0 forward political enfranchisement of women it is the duty of
the Socialist women of all countries to agitate according to the above-named principles indefat igably among the laboring masses; enlighten them by discourses and
literature abont the social necessity and importance of the political emancipation
of the female sex and use therefore every opportunity of doing so. l~or that propaganda they have to make the most especially of elections to all sorts of political
and pu blic bodies. In case the women have the right of voting at such t.od.ies
-local and provincial admi nistrative bodies, a rbitration-courts for trade disputes,
state ~icknes~ insurance-the women must be urged to make full and reasonable
use of their right; if the women have no ,·ote at all, or a limited one, the socialist
women must unite and guide them into the str uggle for their ri ght; in 3ny c ..se,
'here must be emphasized thoroughly the demand for full political Women Suffrage.
On occasion of the annual May demonstration-without regard to its formthe request of full political equality of the sexes must be pro<:laimed and substantiated. In agreement wi th the class-conscious political and trade organizations of
the proletariat in their country the socialist women of all nationalities have to
organize a special Women's Day,· which in first line has to promote Women Suffrage propaganda. This demand must be d iscussed in conn~lion with the whole
women's question according to the socialist conception of social :hings. The conference must have an international character and be prepared with care.
Clara Zetkin, Kate Duncker and other comrades.
3. Considering that even in those countries in which the so-called universal
suffrage exists, only one-half of the adult popul<ltion enjoy it, but the ,,"omen
are disfranchised:
considering that only the action of the whole proletariat without any distinction of sex is creating a pow('r strong enough to attain the ends pursued by the
struggling and enlightened working class, and tal<ing into account that the struggle
for emancipation of the working WOme;J will lie tremendously advanced, if we
make the demand of political rights for women one of the most actual reforms
we strive for;
The Second International Women's Conference resolves to urge aU Socialist
parliamentary groups to support most energetically those efforts of the women
and advocate their full enfranchisement. The conference calls the working
women's organilations of all countries to a fen·ent propaganda in favor of the
political qualification of their sex.
Silesian and (racovian \Vomen's Organizations
of the Polish Social-Democratic Party of Silesia and Galicia
(Austrian Poland) .
4. In oppositio:>n to the Congress of the bourgeois International Women's Suffrage Alliance at London in 1!Xl9, the Social-Democratic \V'Omen's Conference
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emphasizes the }lrinciple that the question of woman enfranchisement can only be
splved on the bl\Sis of universal, equal and direct suffra!!,e without any restrictions. Therefot"e lhe conference urges the Social-DemocratJC parliamentary groups
y_~_~
to be energetic supporters of the working women's interest, whenever suffrage quesons are before the parliaments, in order to brin g about a just dealing with this
matter glla ranteeil~g every " oman her fu ll chartered franchise.
•
To conquer universal suffrage for all adults without distinction of sex there
must be worked by speec.hes, .;onferences, meetings and discussions, by spreading
literature. as pamphlets, leaflets, 'articles in women's papers and t he Social-Democratic press; by national and international demonstrations; besides the sO<'ialist
women and their organizations must work in tha t direction on all occasions, where
In the different countries constitutional questions are to be treated.
General Women's Club, Stockholm.

To Point 4 of the Agenda- Social Protection and Provision for
Motherhood and Infants.
1. T hat this Congress, demal}ding as it does the National and Inter national
owr.ership of the means of production and d istribution, affirms, that it is the dUly
of the community to mllntain the child-bearing women, in fants, and children
•
attendin g schoo:.
British Internat ional Socialist Women's Bureau, LondolL.
2. The Second International Conference of Socialist W()men at Copenhagen
demands the fol1owil18 measures of socia l protCi.:tion for mother and child:

••
b.

o.
d.

o.
f.

,

••

I.

Of

t~e

Labor Legislation.

The legal eig!)t hou rs' day for all women workers above 18 years of ag~j
the six hours' day for gi rls above 16 and under 18 years of age; the. four
hours' day for child ren above 14 and under 16 years; the prohibition of all
wage-earl'ing iaLor for children unde r the age of 14.
The prohibition to employ women in slIch operations which by their whole
nature must be particularly injurious for mother and child.
'
The prohibitj,:m of such methods of work w.hich endanger particularly the
f~male organism and thereby injure not only that one, but a lso the chi.ld.
For oregnant wo:nen the right :0 stop work without previous notice eight
weeks ne foTe the confinement.
For women in c1,jldbed the prohibition of working for eight weeks, if the
child lives, for six weeks a fter abortions or if the child dies wi th in
this lime.
For I'\ursing \\'on;en the establishment of nursing-rooms in the factories.

n.

Of the State, Sickness or Motherhood Insurance.

In case of unemployment caused by pregnancy an obligatory subsidy for
eight weeks.
b. For women in childbed an ohligatory subsidy for eight weeks, if the child
lives. fo r thirteen weeks, if the mo ther is able and willing to nurse the
child ho::rseli; fo r six weeks, if tbe child dies within ·this thr.e or in case
of abodons.
o. Levelling the sul>sidies paid to pregnant women, women in ~hildbed and
nursing ones with the average daily wages.
d. Gran~jng of obstetric r.ervices, medical treatment of pregnancy and childbed ailments and care for women in childbed at their home by skilled
n~rses .

~

E:dension of these measu res on all laOO ring women-including agricultural
laborers, home workers and maid servants----as well as on all women
whose families do not earn more than 2SO £.

Ill.

Of the Communality.

Establishment of lying-in hos(litais, asylums for pregnant women, wome-:l in
chlldbed and infants; orgalllzation of attenpance to women in childbed at their
home by special nurses, granting of bene-fits for nursing women as long as the
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mothers ,do. not get subsidies during the nursing period by the state insurance; pro.
\ iding good, sterile ,babies' milk. '

IV. Of the State.
a.

-,

Contributions pair:! to the Sickness and Motherhood I nsurance and ccmmunalities in order to enable them to satisfy otlr demands.
h. Enlightenment oi women how to perlorm suitably their maternal duties
by introducing into the obligatory continuation classes training for girls
in the care and management of infants. Distribution of leaflets containing instruclior.s about nursing women in childbed, managing and feeding
infants.
. The Conference request~ the following social provisions for the child, besides
granting a uniform, gratuitous and lay instruction based on the integral c;ducation in schools whose leading principle is to develop the child's capacities by labor
'lend for labor:
a. Establishment of lay 'nursery schools and "kindergarten" (play sch<lols) .
b. Obligatory, gratuitous feeding of all school children, in school times, of
unprovided ones even in holidays and vacancies.
~
c. Establishment of school homes whe re unprovided children are looked after
in phYSical and moral respect in lcisure times, im,luding holidays.
d. Eslablishmt'nt of sport, trips and ' camps for holidays.
e. Establi~h01ent of baths, halls (or swimming and gymnastic exercises and
,
school gardens.
f. Appointment of school physicians and school dentists.
g. Foundation of sanatoriums and wood schools for sickly and weakly
children.
The Social Democratic Women of Germany.
3. That the tendency to make use of boy and girl labor in monotonous and
uneducationa: work is destructive ill its results upon the health, character and subsequent induHrial efficiency of the boys and girls themselves and upon the rate~
of wages and chance of continued employment of men and women, this conference therefore urges the desirability of so raising the standard of education as
to secure to every boy and girl up to the age of 18 efficient physical and technical
training, and of making where necessary some provision for their maintenance dur:ng that ~riod.
Women's Labor League, Great Britaiu.
4. That in view ,of the prevalence of preventable diseases and t he inability of
large masses of the population in every civilized country' to pay for skilled attendance and care; tbis congrcss demands that national provision should be made for
the medical and nursing services, including the setting up of school clinics, hospials, sanatoria, and convalescent homes, at the public expen,se.
Women's' Labor League, Great Britain.
5. That in view of the number of distressing cases where after the death
of the father of the family the widow is unable to provide the necessities of life
fo r herseli and her children and of the resultant injury to the community, this
congress urges the universal establishment of State Insurance for widows in the
mter~ls cspccially of those with young children and those incapacitated Ly age
or illness...
Women's Labor League, Great Britain.
6. The conference declares it an absolute duty of the state to protect defense.
less and poor citizens. To provide for mother and child, the conference has to
~ecommend in first line such reforms as public obligatory motherhood insurance,
viz., the right of I1nmarried mothers and their children to a real subsidy paid by
the father during the pregnancy and for education of the child. Thc conference
urges our comrades in the parli.'lments to strive for a , rational reform acccrding
to really modern and just points of view.
General Women's Club, Stockholm.
7. Considering the success obtained in Sweden by arranging "lectures of
fa iry tales and legends" and the importance- of a dear understanding of women
of the great danger of the English Book Control Movement as being fCl\! of cleri(at and militarist spint, :he conference is earnestly invited to commission the deIe-

,
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gates of the differen t countries 10 endeavor in their respective org:lnizations, that
the children may ~ united and amused in the same educational manner as it is the
('ast by t!IC lectures in Sweden.
Women's Club, Stockholm+Sollth.

To Point 5 of the Agenda-Various Matters.
I. That in all p rovi5kms marle to secure the rig"h l to work to able-bodied citizens, and tints do away with the terrible results of unemployment, special carc
should be taken 10 meet the needs of women and girls dependent on their own
earnings.
\Vomeo's Labor League, Great Britain.

2. Ccnsidering t(,e actions of the women as far as they take part in the working class movement, are an org:anized component of that movement itself, in which
110 special selfish interests are snpported, the conference urges all o r~ani~ed women
c.f the world to stand in rank aod file with the Spc:ial-DemocratIC Parties and
Labor organizations and without regard, whether direct interests of the female
proletaria: are fought for, always to think that e\'ery success must raise the whok
woridng class.
Sileiiian and Cracovian \Vomcn's Organizatbns
of the Polish Social-Democratic Party of Silesia and Galieia
(Austrian Poland).

3. Th e conference urges the Social-Democratic Parties to enlighten women
everywhere about Socialism, imd . to do so still morc intensely than before,
and in a manner regarding the special conditions of the different countries; fur ther to inform the proletariat women of the sucC'esses of the workers' movement,
the means used therein (co-ope rative societies, trade unions, anti-alcohol movement), and above all, about the political action of the Socialist Parties.
General Women's Club, Stockllolm.
4. The conference declares; All political organizations and trade unions of
women, as wel! as the women's papers working for the special education of the
fema le sex, as far as they recognize the class struggle, have a right to mate rial and
moral support by the Social· Democracy.
General Women's Oub, Stockholm.

5. As it is absolutely necessary to win \.,.omen over for the ideas of Socialis~,
as tlwrcfore intense propaganda is required, and as it is very sure that this propaga nda and educati :m work is done best by women themselves, the confuence i~
;.skcd to debate, wheth~r founding special Social-Democratic Women's Federatio ns
i~ useful, and declare in what ways 19itatinn among women should be carried on
best.
Women's Club, Stockhohn-South.

H.
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