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Entrepreneurial Students and   
Getting Down to Business

NEW SUMMER SCHOOL ON IP LAW

The IPR University Center, led by Hanken Professor Niklas Bruun, has returned to Hanken 
and is launching its first Summer School in Helsinki in June. The Summer School includes 
a range of different events and seminars, gathering practitioners, researchers and 
students. 
The Summer School includes The International Patent Licensing Academy Seminar, chai-
red by Director, LLD Ilkka Rahnasto from Nokia, IP China Days chaired by Professor Nari 
Lee, from Hanken, a graduate school seminar for post-doctoral researchers, a seminar 
on the new European Unitary patent, and a Case Clinic. These events will present a 
unique possibility for students to enhance their knowledge about IPs while experiencing 
bright summer days and white nights in Finland. 

The IPR university center conducts and promotes research and education in issues 
concerning intellectual property rights and law, i.e. the Master’s Degree Programme in 
Intellectual Property Law at Hanken. It has four member universities: the Aalto University, 
Hanken School of Economics, the University of Helsinki, and the University of Turku and 
has a Board of Directors consisting of both researchers and practitioners in the field. The 
institute was founded in 2002. 

SÖREN KOCK
DEAN OF THE VAASA CAMPUS

Business students are not always motivated to set 
up their own businesses. As they are taught, for ex-
ample, about risks and return on investments, it 
seems to influence the percentage of students set-
ting up their own business during and directly af-
ter their studies: it could be quite a lot higher. Ac-
cording to the latest Sefe (The Finnish Association 
of Business School Graduates) survey only 5% of 
our students (Kivelä, Sefen raportteja 1/2013) take 
this  step. In my experience, however, the percen-
tage of students preparing for later taking over the 
family business is higher, which is a good thing.

At Hanken we want to encourage entrepreneurial 
activities. We have initiated actions to help boost 
entrepreneurship among our students, with  the 
ultimate aim of setting up their own business. 
Two such recent initiatives are the Erling-Persson 
Centre for Entrepreneurship and Hanken New 
Ventures. The Erling-Persson Centre for Entre-
preneurship focuses on research among small and 

medium-sized companies, especially on family 
businesses. Through this research-based educa-
tion we can point out to the students the advan-
tages and joys of having your own firm.

Hanken New Ventures on the other hand inspi-
res students to pursue their own ideas on star-
ting a business and maintaining their drive. The 
project centres on different activities focusing 
on creativity, innovativeness, and a mentor pro-
gram involving alumni. One of the best resour-
ces Hanken can provide our students is a strong 
social network, and hopefully in the future seed 
funding; both key resources for a new entrepre-
neur.



HANKEN ALUMNI 
WANT TO CONTRIBUTE
At the end of 2013 Hanken conducted a survey among its 
alumni. Nearly 300 alumni answered the survey and gave 
important insights into how alumni activities are viewed 
and how to improve them. Hanken’s alumni are generally 
satisfied with the alumni activity and gave it an average gra-
de of 8 (scale from 4-10). 

- Especially encouraging is the fact that nearly 100 of 
the respondents expressed an interest in reciprocating th-
rough acting as mentors, career advisers and marketers, 
says Towa Blomqvist, responsible for alumni affairs. 

Currently the most valued activities are seminars, other 
alumni events and class reunions. - This spring we will host 
several alumni seminars in Helsinki, Vaasa and London. 
We are always looking to offer the alumni new ways of re-
connecting with the School, so we are very grateful for the 
valuable feedback and ideas we get from them, Blomqvist 
concludes.

SÖREN KOCK   
NEW DEAN 
Professor Sören Kock has been appointed new Dean for 
the Hanken Vaasa campus. Professor Kock took over after 
Professor Lars-Johan Lindqvist, who retired in January.

The two other Deans are Professor Karen Spens and 
Professor Rune Stenbacka.

EERO VAARA RECEIVES 
HONORARY    
DOCTORATE  
Eero Vaara, Professor in Management and Organisation, 
has been appointed Honorary Doctor at the Estonian Busi-
ness School, EBS. During its 25th anniversary celebration in 
December, EBS honoured persons who have supported the 
school during the past 25 years giving out three honorary 
doctorate titles. 

Professor Vaara received the title for his contributions 
to research on organisational, strategic and institutional 
change and methodological issues in organisation and ma-
nagement studies.

”It is an honour to receive the title. It feels good to be 
a part of  the development at EBS as well as furthering the 
good relations between Finland and Estonia”, says profes-
sor Vaara.

Eero Vaara is Hanken’s 
first Research Professor, 
Permanent Visiting Pro-
fessor at EM Lyon, Distin-
guished Visiting Scholar at 
Lancaster University and 
Adjunct Professor at Co-
penhagen Business School. 
Vaara has also been Dean at 
Hanken and Chair at EGOS, 
the European Group for Or-
ganizational Studies.

JOAKIM WINCENT  
APPOINTED PROFESSOR
“It inspires me to be able to work in a region where there 
are many positive things going on when it comes to innova-
tion and entrepreneurship”, says newly appointed Professor 
Joakim Wincent of his move to Hanken.

PhD Joakim Wincent has been appointed Professor of 
entrepreneurship and management. Wincent has previous-
ly worked as Professor of entrepreneurship and innovation 
at Luleå University of Technology and Mid Sweden Univer-
sity and Umeå School of Business, Umeå University.

Professor Joakim Wincent’s research focuses on how 
psychological factors, such as cognitions, emotions, stress 
and passion, affect innovative processes. His research has 
been published in more than 50 leading academic journals, 
such as  Academy of Management Review, Strategic Orga-
nization, Journal of Management Studies, Journal of Busi-
ness Research and Organizational Research Methods.

EERO VAARA



ANNE BRUNILA, ERKKI L I IK ANEN AND BJÖRN WAHLROOS

TAX PLANNING –  
FRIEND OR FOE? 
Hanken’s annual corporate social responsibility seminar ar-
ranged in December last year focused on sustainable tax plan-
ning. The seminar was arranged by students taking the course 
Corporate Social responsibility: From principles to practise. 
Keynote speakers at the seminar were Reima Launonen, author 
of the recently published book Kuningasjako, a book describing 
the role of taxation in society, and Thomas Wallgren, chairman 
of the Finnish Refugee Council.

A panel discussion at the seminar raised the question “Is it pos-
sible to have sustainable tax planning?” Among other experts 
on the subject, the panel included representatives from the 
Ministry of Finance. 

PURPOSEFUL    
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
To be an entrepreneur you need a goal. What is a good goal 
for an entrepreneur and for a family-owned business? This 
was the theme of the discussion in the first of a series of se-
minars on entrepreneurship arranged by the Erling Persson 
Centre for Entrepreneurship at Hanken.

In addition to in-depth discussions with three guests, 
Johannes Savolainen (Royal Majestics), Thomas Ahlström 
(Antti Ahlström Perilliset Oy), Birgitta Lindholm (coach for 
the Finnish national team in women’s handball), the semi-
nar included a 30-minute session called “testing, testing” 
where a new product, service or developing concept could 
be tested. Newly-founded Tellybean, a company delivering 
life-like video-calling through any TV, seized the opportu-
nity to get feedback on their product. 

The next seminar in the series, to be held 5 March, will 
deal with sales and sales agents.

HEALTH ECONOMICS 
DAY
The Finnish Society of Health 
Economics, Hanken School 
of Economics and the Natio-
nal Institute for Health and 
Welfare organised the annual 
Health Economics Day at Han-
ken 7 February. The theme of 
the day: economic evaluations 
and health technology assess-
ments in decision-making. 
The keynote speaker profes-
sor Tony Culyer (University of 
Toronto & University of York) 
gave a presentation on ”Health 
economists and social value 
judgements - on being humble 
economists”.

HANKEN BUSINESS  
FORUM
Is the current and planned legislation in Finland hampe-
ring or promoting the competitiveness of Finnish business? 
This was the question posed during Hanken Business Fo-
rum “The Flying Finn or the Dying Finn?”. The Governor of 
the Bank of Finland Erkki Liikanen gave the keynote speech 
where he highlighted the growing global inequalities in in-
come and the importance of Finland maintaining its high 
level of education. 

The keynote was followed by Björn Wahlroos’ (Chair-
man of the Board, Hanken, Sampo, Nordea, UPM-Kymme-
ne) speech and a lively panel discussion between Anne Bru-
nila (Professor of Practise and professional board member), 
Björn Wahlroos and Erkki Liikanen.

The Hanken Business Forum 2014 was arranged by 
Hanken fundraising in collaboration with Hanken & SSE 
Executive Education and WCEFIR celebrating the 20th 
anniversary of the CEFA programme. 

NEW VENTURES
Hanken New Ventures was launched at the Vaasa campus 
in January with a seminar. The event attracted over 100 
students, who gathered to listen to a panel discussion on 
entrepreneurship as a career option and the importance of 
straight forward business concepts and strong networks. 
The panelists, all Hanken alumni, participating in the semi-
nar had all already during, or soon after, their studies star-
ted their own business. 

The second New Ventures event was held later in Janu-
ary when Bobo af Ekenstam, trend analyst, gave a presenta-
tion on the importance of analysing trends to be able to run 
a successful business. 

TONY CULYER
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HANKEN AT A GLANCE

HANKEN IN FIGURES
 » Founded in Helsinki 1909

 » Campus also in Vaasa since 1980

 » Research and teaching in Swedish and English in five different 
departments

 » Number of students enrolled for bachelor and masters degrees – 
2228

 » Number of doctoral students – 157

 » Academic staff – 137

 » Number of partner universities worldwide – 109

AREAS OF STRENGTH
 » Economics

 » Finance

 » Management and Organisation

 » Marketing

MAJORS
 » Accounting

 » Commercial Law

 » Economics

 » Entrepreneurship, Management and Organisation

 » Finance

 » Information Systems Science

 » Management and Organisation

 » Marketing

 » Statistics

 » Supply Chain Management and Corporate Geography

MASTER’S DEGREE PROGRAMMES IN 
ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS
 » Corporate Governance (Helsinki)

 » Economics (Helsinki)

 » Financial Economics (Helsinki)

 » Intellectual Property Law (Helsinki)

 » International Strategy and Sustainability (Helsinki)

 » Marketing (Helsinki)

 » Quantitative Finance (Vaasa)

EXECUTIVE EDUCATION
 » Hanken Executive MBA

 » Hanken & SSE Executive Education

 » Hanken Executive Education Vaasa

 » CEFA/CIIA Certified EFFAS Financial Analyst

WWW.HANKEN.FI
INFO@HANKEN.FI

HANKEN PARTNER 
PROGRAMME
The Hanken Partner Programme aims at building long-
lasting, mutually beneficial relationships that strengthen the 
connection between Hanken and the corporate world.

Hanken Premium Partners:

Hanken Partners: 

Hanken Vaasa Partners: 

HANKEN FINANCE DAY
The annual Hanken Finance Day was held 22 January under 
the heading ”Separation of bank and state”. The seminar att-
racted a record number of participants, when alumni and Han-
ken partners gathered to discuss with Hanken’s first professor 
of practice and professional board member Anne Brunila, Rec-
tor Eva Liljeblom and Economist Roger Wessman. The presen-
tations led to a lively debate with alumni active in the finance 
sector.

ANNE BRUNILA AND ROGER WESSMAN


