
refused to look through Calileo's
telescope. Let's not treat the parapsy-
chologists that badly. I don't suppose
Gendin will reply by questioning the
historical accuracy of the story about
Jupiter's moons.

In Gendin's discussion of the
prayer experiment that was proposed
by J. B. S. Haldane (nol by me), Gendin
assumes that the patients are the people
who are supposed to pray. Actually I
said that they were to be prayed for.
Haldane was an atheist, but he recog-
nized the potential overriding evidential
value of experiments.

I. J. Good
Department of Statistics 

.
Virginia Polytechnic Institute

and State University
Blacksburg, Va.

Randi at Cornell

James Randi's appearance before a

packed house at Cornell University on
January 26, 1982, was a smashing
success. Having been a regular reader of
the SKEPTIcAL INQUIRER for some
time, I knew the audience was in for a
treat, and no one left disappointed. The
girl next to me had come to see Carl
Sagan introduce Randi, not reallY
carinþ who or what a "Randi" was, and
at the end she was taking down the
address for a subscription to 51 from
the article in the February Scíenrific
American that I had brought with me.

Randi's demonstration of "psychic
psurgery" (complete with chicken livers
and human blood) was a major high-
light, and he took questions from the
audience for almost an hour before they
made us leave.

In that one evening, Randi prob-
ably accomplished more for the good of
our world than most people do in their
lifetime. He should be compelled to
regularly visit colleges, whose students
are the prime targets of most psychic
claptrap, so that the truth can be heard.
After all, three days after it reported on

Randi's talk, the lthaca Journal ran an
article on a local "medium" who has
"heard voices talking" since she was
small, gives classes in "psychic power,"
and regularly "leaves her physical body,
soaring over houses and trees," all
presented at face value. You must never
stop fighting this madness.

William D. Edinger
Ithaca, N.Y.

A comment on Schmidt's
exper¡ments

ln his article (Sl Spring l98l ), Hansel's
Figure I shows the results that Schmidt
obtained with two subjects. One of
them had a steady increase of hits above
average and the other had a steady
decrease. If there were such a phenom-
enon as psychokinesis, the subject
should be able to decide when he is
going to have either a high-score period
or a low-score period. He should be
able to obtain clear high-score results
when he is trying for high scores and
clear low-score results when he is trying
for low scores, and he should be able to
alternate them at will. If the subject is
able to get the scores he wants under
well-controlled conditions. we would
have something in need of accounting.
Without such results, I don't think we
have anything worth explanation, even
if Schmidt improves experiments in a

technical way.

Harri Hemilä
Helsinki, Finland

Charlatans confuse public

Bravo for Kendrick Frazier's editorial
"Critiques on the Fringe of Science" in
the Fall l98l issue!

A highly vociferous minority of
our population considers itself ad-
vanced in knowledge and spirituality
because its members believe in ghosts,
ESP, and a host of born-again miracles.
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