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Tiivistelmä-Referat-Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyse the rhetoric of Northern Ireland’s two leading political parties, Sinn Féin and the
Democratic Unionist Party (DUP). Following Mitchell et al. (2006&2009) I argue that the parties derive their support by
defending the interests of their respective communities, the Catholic-nationalist and Protestant-unionist community.
Accordingly, much attention is paid to the divided nature of Northern Ireland in terms of politics, religion, nationality and
constitutional position. However, rather than simply acknowledging that the parties appeal to their electorates by playing the
part of the stoutest defender of the community, I have applied the theoretical framework of Boltanski and Thévenot (2006) to
look at more closely the various and very different ways these parties argue in favour of their own position and also that of
their community.

My data consists of 177 speeches and statements from the members of the two political parties. Party documents and
manifestoes have also been used as supplementary material. The timeline of my data ranges from 2003 to 2008. The data has
been categorised according to the common model for a polity as presented by Boltanski and Thévenot (2006) and the
categorisations of Perelman and Olbrechts-Tyteca (1969) have offered subordinate categories. I have used the ATLAS-ti
computer programme as an organising tool. By relying on the theoretical model for common polity as presented by Boltanski
and Thévenot (2006) I have been able to compare the justification of the two parties within one organizing principle. My data
suggests that justification derives from the acknowledgement of the pre-eminence of the collective. 

In this study I have focused on the ways the parties distinguish themselves from other parties, the ways they attribute worth to
their members and past heroes, how they demand justice in the name of equality and fairness, how they address devolution,
power-sharing and representation, and how they use the concept of peace to benefit their community and to gain support for
their politics. By acknowledging speciality of a post-conflict society, I have attempted to demonstrate that Sinn Féin and the
DUP may have similar overriding motivations to their politics, but their justifications often manifest themselves rather
differently. Despite of these often contradicting arguments, cooperation appears to be possible, and increasingly, a reality.
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