


Abstract 

In the four years of FinlandÕs Continuation War against the 
USSR, Finnish troops captured 67,000 Soviet prisoners-of-war 
who were handled behind lines in an extended network of POW 
formations. Drawing from archived correspondence between 
the responsible military administration and the POW camp 
commanders, the article analyses the resources allocated for the 
management of communication issues as wells as the discourses 
concerning the interpreterÕs tasks, role, trustworthiness, and 
positioning in the strenuous and violent conditions of POW 
camps. !
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ditions and its presumed effects, comprising the conditional space, the action 
space, and the effect space.16 

 

Figure 1: A �V�L�P�S�O�L�I�L�H�G���D�G�D�S�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���6�¡�U�H�Q�V�H�Q�¶�V���³�U�L�W�X�D�O���H�Y�H�Q�W���I�U�D�P�H���´ 

The above figure is a simplified adaptation of Sørensen�¶�V �³�U�L�W�X�D�O���H�Y�H�Q�W���I�U�D�P�H��� ́
that is, an integrated whole of conditions, actions, and results including a causal 
sequence of diagnostic and prognostic processes linking the conditional space 
with the effect space through human action. In the case of actions involving 
alleged divine-human communication, such as rituals, the notions of causality 
are, of course, different from an ordinary human action. Ritual action, also in 
magical contexts, occupies a space blending the phenomena of everyday life 
and a sacred space free of the constraints of ordinary experiences. Therefore, 
ritual action removes actions, agents, and objects from their ordinary perceptual 
domains and conveys symbolic interpretations for the conditions, the actions, 
and the effects. Consequently, the symbolic interpretation concerns the diag-
nostic and the prognostic part of the action as well.  

Symbolic interpretations, which are attached to existing cultural, mythologi-
cal, and theological models, largely replace ordinary perceptual clues as the 
explanation of the diagnosis and the prognosis, hence enabling a causal inter-
pretation of the efficacy of the ritual. Symbolic interpretations �Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�L�O�\���³�Ve-

                                                        
16 See Sørensen, Cognitive Theory, 141�±153; cf. Broida, Forestalling Doom, 22�±26. 
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