TAPIO HYPPANEN

Preparations for the FINNARP 2007 research expedition began
in 2006, when training in marine VHF, aviation radio and prac-
tical sledging was organised for some of the expedition mem-
bers. During 2007 the expedition members prepared by taking
part in First Aid training and ice safety training in Norway. In
addition, during a week-long training camp, they polished the
skills they had learned in practice and further deepened their
knowledge of safety, communications and environmental
matters. Practice has to be done in good time and not in the
harsh conditions of the Antarctic.

The FINNARP 2007 expedition set out on November 26, 2007
and arrived at the research station Aboa on Antarctica on No-
vember 30. The members included four logisticians and research-
ers and as outside members two researchers from Sweden. In
addition the expedition included a documentarist filming materi-
al for a documentary for the Finnish Broadcasting Company.

At the Aboa station, the group carried out research on
small particles in the atmosphere, and on dynamics, turbulence
and radiation. The measurements are a continuation of re-
search done by the FINNARP 2006 expedition Broader-ranging
data obtained from a moveable atmospheric radar system
installed by the Swedish Institute of Space Physics at Aboa will
bring a new perspective for interpreting the observations, as
measurements can be compared against them. In addition a
group of geologists is carrying out bedrock explorations in the
Muren area about 100 km south of Aboa. The expedition re-
turned to Finland in February 2008.
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Aboa in December 2006. The picture shows how snow has gathered in
drifts around the station in recent years

and maintenance of the Aboa research station. In April a rep-
resentative of FINNARP participated in the planning of logistics
cooperation for Antarctic research at a meeting of DROMLAN
held in Brussels. In July 2007 the group participated in a meet-
ing of COMNAP in Washington.

During 2007 two cooperation meetings were held in Hel-
sinki with the Swedish SWEDARP Programme. At these meet-
ings an agreement was made on logistics cooperation be-
tween the two countries’ research programmes.

The FINNARP logistics group participated as an expert
member in the activities of Antarctic research coordination
group headed by the Ministry of Education, and also acted as
secretary for the National SCAR Committee.

In January a new part-time secretary was recruited by the
Logistics Group. The full-time Logistics Group operating within
the Finnish Institute of Marine Research has four members: a
head logistician, a special coordinator, a coordinator and a
secretary. In 2007, their combined work input was 3 person-
years.
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