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ABSTRACT: )XQGDPHQWDOFKDQJHVLQ(XURSH¶VSROLWLFDOPDSIROORZLQJWKHHQGRIWKH&ROG
War have led to a new competition of hegemonic interpretations of history and national
memory. In particular this has happened in the former socialist Eastern European
countries (notably in the Baltic States, Poland, and Western Ukraine) where there has
been a big demand to establish a new state identity distancing these countries from the
socialist past. For the Russian socio-cultural and political environment the given identity
political demand has created a challenging terrain in which symbolic, and irrevocably
political, resources for national identity are forced to be calibrated in line with domestic
DQGIRUHLJQSROLF\FRQFHUQV,QWKLVUHJDUGWKHSXEOLFXVDJHRI³7KH*UHDW3DWULRWLF:DU´
and its ramifications has been the most notable manifestation, which exhibits the political
significance of history in these identity debates. In order to grasp the manifestations of
this significance, this article H[DPLQHV WKH XVHV RI WKH WHUPV ³7KH *UHDW 3DWULRWLF :DU´
(Velikaia Otechestvennaia voina929 DQG³TKH6HFRQG:RUOG:DU´ Vtoraia mirovaia
voina, VMV) in the Russian mainstream media over the course of the last ten years. For
this purpose the Integrum databases (Russian-language media corpus of more than 400
million documents) provide a productive tool for specified queries related to VOV and
VMV allowing the examination of major themes that these two terms activate in the
Russian public discourse. We argue that whereas WKH 929 VLJQLILHV WKH ³LQQHU´
canonized framework for discussing the war within society, it is the VMV which figures
DV 929¶V FRXQWHUSRLQW LQ WHUPV RI DFWLYDWLQJ ³RXWHU´ IUDPHZRUNV IRU WKH ZDU¶V SXEOLF
discussion. In relation to broader identity political context, the study expands the question
of how the era of the Second World War is treated in Russia, and the potential limits of
this discussion.

INTRODUCTION
)XQGDPHQWDO FKDQJHV LQ (XURSH¶V SROLWLFDO PDS IROORZLQJ WKH HQG RI WKH &ROG
War have established a situation, which has led to a new competition of
hegemonic interpretations of history and national memory. In particular this has
happened in the former socialist Eastern European countries (notably in the
Baltic States, Poland, and Ukraine) where there has been a sustained demand to
establish a new state identity distancing these countries from both their own
socialist past and from the Soviet Union. In Russia, given the demands of
identity politics in its neighbourhood, symbolic, and irrevocably political,
resources for national identity are forced to be calibrated in line with domestic
and foreign policy concerns. Events linked to the era of the Second World War
1
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have been the epicentre of these political debates. This is not exceptional since
war histories have always been a crucial basis for the identity of nations. On the
RQH KDQG ZDU UHSUHVHQWV SHRSOH¶V H[WUHPH VXIIHULQJV DQG VDFULILFHV IRU WKH
nation and, on the other, the utmost collective mobilization of the people to a
heroic struggle for its autonomy. In this regard, it is not so important what the
³UHDO´ KLVWRU\ LV EXW KRZ LW LV LQWHUSUHWHG DQG UHFHLYHG $V (UQVW 5HQDQ KDV
ZULWWHQ³JHWWLQJKLVWRU\ZURQJLVSDUWRIEHLQJDQDWLRQ´ 2
For many Russians the overwhelming importance of the Second World War
era has been manifest in the usage of the somewhat exclusive reference to it as
the Great Patriotic War (Velikaia Otechestvennaia voina), that is, the war
between the Soviet Union and Nazi-Germany in 1941±1945. Besides this
patriotic term, the universal term for the war, the Second World War (Vtoraia
mirovaia voina), is also used in the Russian language, to refer more generally to
what in the West is meant by that nomenclature, i.e. the war of 1939±1945.
Although these designations have different meanings in terms of the time span
and the various participants of the war (e.g., the war of a particular nation
against the enemy, and the nation in the general world war), in this article we
suggest that their use in Russian public discussion reveals productive insights
into the current history and identity politics debates over the past. We are
interested to see how the two Russian designations relating to the Second World
War era, namely the Great Patriotic War and the Second World War, function in
the context of current Russian nation building: what kind of frameworks
FRQFHUQLQJ5XVVLD¶VQDWLRQDOLGHQWLW\did WKHVH³GLVFRXUVH-VLJQLILHUV´DFWLYDWHLQ
Russian public discussion during the first ten years of Vladimir 3XWLQ¶VSROLWLFDO
leadership, that is, between the years 2000±2010? Given our understanding that
the media is the most important and illuminating forum of public discussion, a
temporal manifestation RI LW RXU GDWD DUH VHOHFWHG IURP 5XVVLD¶V PDLQVWUHDP
media. With the help of the Integrum databases 3 our objective is to take an
RYHUYLHZ RI WKRVH LWHPV ZKLFK DSSHDU XQGHU WKH VHDUFK ZRUGV ³7KH *UHDW
3DWULRWLF :DU´ DQG WKRVH LWHPV ZKLFK DSSHDU XQGHU WKH VHDUFK ZRUGV ³7KH
6HFRQG :RUOG :DU´ 6LQFH RXU VWDQGSRLQW LV WKDW the Great Patriotic War is
intrinsically linked to the patriotic framework in terms of discussing the war as
SDUWRI5XVVLD¶VSRVW-Soviet identity politics, the use of the Second World War
begs the question of what public discussions are activated by this term, and how
they are related to the usage of the Great Patriotic War. Thereafter, we will
2

Ernst Renan, as cited in Eric Hobsbawm, Nations and Nationalism Since 1780
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1990) 12.
3
Integrum is the largest collection of Russian-language databases in Russia and in the
CIS countries and covers a wide range of topics. In March 2010 Integrum contained
approximately 400 million documents related to Russia. The scope of more than 5000
databases covers all national and regional newspapers and magazines, statistics, official
publications, archives of the leading national and international information agencies, full
texts of more than 500 literary works, dictionaries, and more.
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examine a selected portion of the articles mentioned in the given searches in
order to perceive the central themes that are linked to the public usage of these
designations.
THE GREAT PATRIOTIC WAR FROM THE 1990S TO THE 2000S
The currently used official narrative of the Great Patriotic War4 was originally
produced in the 1960s±1970s when the Brezhnev era was declared to have
UHDFKHG WKH VWDJH RI ³GHYHORSHG VRFLDOLVP´ in the USSR, distinct from the
earlier messianic ideology of the building communism. 5 The ongoing stage of
the development of the USSR needed to be validated by heroic sacrifice, and the
official memory and commemoration of the war was ideal for this purpose. 6 In
addition, the role of Stalin in that victory has been central for many participants
of the war, as well as many quarters of the Communist party during and after the
Soviet Union. )URP WKH YLHZSRLQW RI 0LNKDLO *RUEDFKHY¶V UHIRUPLVW SROLFLHV
KLVVSHHFKPDUNLQJWKHIRUWLHWKDQQLYHUVDU\RIWKH8665¶VYLFWRU\LQFRXOG
EH VHHQ DV WKH ILUVW WUXH FKDOOHQJH LQ WUHDWLQJ WKH ZDU¶V PHPRU\ VLQFH WKH
beginning of perestroika: how to handle the role of Stalin? According to Nina
Tumarkin,7 Gorbachev aimed to downplay the role of Stalin by mentioning his
name only once in that speech, but regardless of this attempt to cut Stalin down
to size, it obviously fulfilled the previous Brezhnev-era tradition of the
commemoration: after stating WKH QDPH RI 6WDOLQ *RUEDFKHY¶V VSHHFK ZDV
interrupted by public applause, lasting seventeen seconds. 8 With these remarks,
Tumarkin wrote in her 1994 book that the 40th anniversary of the victory in
4

The first appearance of the term was in Pravda on page 4 on 23 June 1941, which was
the first day that the public was officially informed about the beginning of the war. This
ZDV DQ DUWLFOH WLWOHG ³7KH *UHDW 3DWULRWLF :DU RI WKH 6RYLHW 3HRSOH´ IROORZHG E\ WKH
VXEWLWOH ³2XU &DXVH ,V D -XVW 2QH´ ,Q WKLV DUWLFOH WKH QHZ GHVLJQDWLRQ VRXJKW WR
galvanize a full-scale mobilization of the Soviet state against the enemy and drew
parallels to the victory in the battle of Lake Peipus by Alexander Nevsky in 1242, as well
DV WR LWV WHUPLQRORJLFDO RULJLQ WKH YLFWRU\ DJDLQVW 1DSROHRQ LQ ³7KH 3DWULRWLF :DU´ LQ
1812. Available at East View Information Services Online Databases: <http://dlib.
eastview.com/sources/article.jsp?issueId=935416&pageIssue=4#anchor> (Accessed 20
February 2012).
5
%RULV'XELQ³µ.URYDYDLD¶YRLQDLµYHOLNDLD¶SREHGD´Otechestvennye zapiski 5 (2004):
<http://magazines.russ.ru/oz/2004/5/2004_5_5.html> (Accessed 20 February 2012); Olga
'DYLGRYD ³%URQ]H 6ROGLHU *RHV 7UDQVQDWLRQDO 0HGLDVFDSHV DQG WKH )RUPDWLRQ RI
,GHQWLWLHVLQ,QWHUQHW'LVFXVVLRQV´Ethnopolitics 7.4 (2008): 391±411; Nikolai Koposov,
Pamiat' strogogo rezhima: Istoriia i politika v Rossii (Moskva: Novoe literaturnoe
obozrenie, 2011).
6
Davidova [page?].
7
Nina Tumarkin, The Living and the Dead: The Rise and Fall of the Cult of World War II
in Russia (New York: Basic Books, 1995) 35.
8
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³WXUQHGout to be the last full-VFDOHRYHUEORZQ6RYLHWPHJDKROLGD\´DQG
IRU PDQ\ YHWHUDQV ³LW ZDV WKHLU ODVW KXUUDK.´9 Tumarkin is no doubt correct in
stating that the 1985 celebration was the last big Soviet celebration of the war,
especially in light of the year 1995 [seems odd as this was post-Soviet: how
DERXW ³JLYHQ WKH FROODSVH RI WKH 8665 LQ ´"@ On the eve of the 50th
anniversary, the following passage from Izvestiia RQH RI 5XVVLD¶V FHQWUDO
newspapers, exhibits how this half-century event was framed:
The Chechen Republic was not planned as the brightest illustration of the drama of
half a century of history. But it turned out to be so. On the threshold of that Victory
Stalin exiled Chechens to Kazakhstan. On the threshold of this anniversary Yeltsin
with Grachev and Yerin have destroyed Grozny, and in attempting to discipline
Dudaev and the Dudaevians, they have hardened the Chechen people. But is it the
case that 1945 is so far from 1995; is the bridge between the generations so in
decline that such reasoning is too far-fetched? Is there a relationship of cause and
effect in history at all?
It seems that there is, at least in our case. Sad metamorphoses of a great Victory
have predetermined the role of two factors. Or, if you wish, one factor, inside of
which, like a cocoon, matured another. The first factor is the nature of the one-party
totalitarian system which the Victory has only strengthened, sealed it with the mark
of competency and superiority. The second factor is the nature of the elite (or the
nomenklatura), which produced this system, and is in turn, immortalizing it.10

This passage, published a couple of years after the end of the Soviet Union,
VHHV WKH IRUWKFRPLQJ YLFWRU\ ZLWKRXW XVLQJ D FDSLWDO LQ WKH ZRUG ³JUHDW´ 
celebration within the context of the war in Chechnya, the historical dimension
of the eviction of Chechens to Kazakhstan by Stalin, as well as Soviet political
corruption, which it argues the celebration only strengthens. With regard to
³XQPDNLQJWKH6RYLHW´LQWKHHDUO\VDnd the catastrophic war in Chechnya,
such neglect of Victory Day becomes fairly understandable, since it was seen as
a negative reminiscent of the Soviet past. In general, the 50-year anniversary
was treated with relative neglect.11 However, Tumarkin was, it seems, incorrect
DERXWWKHIXWXUHWKDWIROORZHGLQUHODWLRQWRWKHZDU¶VFRPPHPRUDWLRQ7KH
cult of tKH *UHDW 3DWULRWLF :DU DQG ³+XUUDK´ LQ WKH QDPH RI WKH ZDU KDYH QRW
faded away, anything but, despite the rapidly decreasing number of veterans and
other witnesses of the war. Indeed, the mid-1990s is a partial turning point in
terms of the re-emergence of Soviet tones in post-Soviet Russia. According to
sociological polls, it was in the mid-1990s that the harsh realities of the collapse
9

Tumarkin 29.
Izvestiia 6 May 1995. [full bibliographical info is needed: author, title, page # or link
with access date if known, etc.; also, here and elsewhere: is this your own translation? If
so, add a note here: Unless otherwise indicated, all translations are ours.]
11
'DYLGRYD,DQ/HYFKHQNR³1DYRLQXNDNGRPRL´Kriticheskaia Massa 3 (2004):
<http://magazines.russ.ru/km/2004/3/lev13-pr.html> (Accessed 20 February 2012).
10
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of the Soviet system began to outweigh the positive associations of the West and
WKHFULWLFLVPRI³WKH6RYLHW\HVWHUGD\´WKDWPDQ\5XVVLDQVKDGKDGLQWKHHDUO\
1990s.12 Since the mid-1990s, the symbols of the Soviet past and its nostalgic
associations have strengthened their role as a repertoire of national identity for
many Russians, and the re-activation of the Great Patriotic War is part of this
process. 13 Within this consensual recognition, the re-activation of the mythic
war narrative in the 2000s has become a central resource of the political elite in
terms of identity politics. Thus, it is reasonable to suggest that in creating
official communities of feeling on the basis of national unity amidst the sociocultural chaos and fragmentation experienced in the 1990s, 3XWLQ¶V RIILFLDO
Russia has largely invested in maintaining and developing the importance of the
Great Patriotic War.
Concerning public representations of the war, Lara Ryazanova-Clarke
describes the changes in narrating the commemoration of the 1945 victory as a
struggle between heretical and orthodox discourses in the Russian mainstream
media. 14 That is, the general tendency in the 1990s of narrating previously
VDFUHG6RYLHWHYHQWVZLWKLQDGLVFRXUVHWKDWLVFRPSOHWHO\³KHUHWLFDO´LQUHODWLRQ
to Soviet-era orthodoxy. [fragment?] The passage above is an illuminating
example of this heresy which, according to Ryazanova-Clarke, proved to be
unsuitable for such a unifying and pedagogical theme as victory in the Great
Patriotic War. This led to a certain hybridity of dissenting and former orthodox
IRUPVLQWKHHDUO\\HDUVRI3XWLQ¶VSUHVLGHQF\0RUHRYHUWKHUHVXOWLQJK\EULGLW\
tends to lurch in one or another direction, the revisionist or the orthodox. In light
of these concepts the current commemorative framework of Victory Day, at
least since 2005, has shown that the direction taken has been the orthodox one.
As we see, a rather different framework is given by Izvestiia in 2005 in
comparison to 1995: >48(67,21 72 $87+25 ,) ,7¶6 7+(  TH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE GREA79,&725<:28/'1¶77+,6%("@
The country celebrated the 65th anniversary of the Great Victory. The jubilee turned
out to be exceptional in terms of the festivities, the number of visitors participating
in them, as well as the level of influence on world politics. As was assumed by
Izvestiia, the main theme of the ceremonies, meetings, and negotiations was History.
Or, more precisely, how it is interpreted by Russia and the West. At the Moscow
celebrations all the heads of state²from Bush to Lukashenko²shook hands with
12

BRULV 'XELQ ³=DSDG JUDQLWVD RVRE\L SXW  VLPYROLND µGUXJRJR¶ Y SROLWLFKHVNRL
PLIRORJLL 5RVVLL´ Neprikosnovennyi zapas 3 (2001): <http://magazines.russ.ru/nz/2001/
3/dub.html> (Accessed 20 February 2012); Boris Dubin, Rossiia nulevykh: politicheskaia
kul'tura, istoricheskaia pamiat', povsednevnaia zhizn' (Moskva: Rosspen, 2011).
13
'XELQ³µ.URYDYDLD¶YRLQDLµYHOLNDLD¶SREHGD´³=DSDGJUDQLWVDRVRE\LSXW ´Rossiia
nulevykh.
14
Lara Ryazanova-&ODUNH ³5H-Creation of the Nation: Orthodox and Heterodox
Discourses in Post-6RYLHW5XVVLD´Scando-Slavica Tomus 54 (2008): 223±239.
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Vladimir Putin and spoke about the meaning of the Great Victory and the role the
Russian soldier played in it.15

Although Izvestiia ZDV RQH RI 5XVVLD¶V FHQWUDO PHGLD ZKRVH SXEOLVKLQJ
policy changed radically from the 1990s to the 2000s²from an explicitly statecritical to a relatively state-conformist newspaper²the passages from 1995 and
2005 illustrate the overall change that occurred in public discussion concerning
Victory Day, and the Second World War era in general. As distinct from the
explicit critique of the 1995 passage, the passage from 2005 emphasizes the
international importance of this Russian, not historical-Soviet, national event,
WKH³*UHDW´YLFWRU\ZLWKDFDSLWDO*+RZHYHUZLWKLQWKLV³RUWKRGR[´WHQGHQF\
there are evident changes between the 60th and the 65th anniversaries of victory
as well. When the 65th anniversary took place, President Dmitry Medvedev
pointed out in an interview in Izvestiia on 7 May 2010 that the victory was not
the victory of Stalin, his totalitarian regime, and his generals but, instead, the
victory of the people. 16 0HGYHGHY DOVR FRPPHQWHG RQ 6WDOLQ¶V UROH DV D ZDU
OHDGHU H[SOLFLWO\ GHQRXQFLQJ KLV FULPHV ³6R GHVSLWH WKH IDFW WKDW KH ZRUNHG
hard, despite the fact that under his leadership the country flourished in certain
UHVSHFWV ZKDW ZDV GRQH WR RXU RZQ SHRSOH FDQQRW EH IRUJLYHQ´ +HQFH WKH
president distanced victory in the war from the Soviet state and communist
ideology and gave credit for the victory to the people and the Red Army.
Furthermore, in 2010 for the first time the Kremlin forbade local officials to
display 6WDOLQ¶VSLFWXUHVRQWKHVWUHHWVGXULQJWKHFHOHEUDWLRQVRI9LFWRU\'D\ 17
Medvedev DOVR XQGHUOLQHG 5XVVLD¶V RIILFLDO DQWL-Stalinist attitude, although he
added that veterans have a right to appreciate Stalin as a war commander. In this
YHLQ DQ H[FHSWLRQDO DVSHFW FDQ EH VHHQ LQ WKH LQWHUYLHZ¶V DUWLFXODWHG SOXUDOLW\
not only by the president, but also by those reactions which did not support such
relativization: hundreds of commentaries on the interview on Izvestiia¶VRQOLQHversion were extremely critical tRZDUGVWKHSUHVLGHQW¶VYLHZV
15

Izvestiia 11 May 2005. [full bibliographical info is needed: author, title, page # or link
with access date if known, etc.]
16
'PLWULL0HGYHGHY³1DPQHQDGRVWHVQLDW VLDUDVVND]\YDW' pravdu o voine²tu pravdu,
NRWRUXLXP\Y\VWUDGDOL´Izvestiia 7 May 2010: <http://www.izvestiia.ru/news/ 361448>;
³,QWHUYLHZ *LYHQ WR ,]YHVWLLD 1HZVSDSHU´ President of Russia 7 May 2010:
<http://eng.kremlin.ru/news/295> (Accessed 8 February 2012).
17
+RZHYHU LQ VHYHUDO ORFDOLWLHV RXWVLGH 0RVFRZ DQG 6W 3HWHUVEXUJ 6WDOLQ¶V SLFWXUHV
were present at these celebrations, yet in some places initiatives to reject new statues of
6WDOLQKDGEHHQPDGHDVZHOO(OHQD,DURYLNRYD³9,DNXWLLXVWDQRYLOLSDPLDWQLN6WDOLQX´
Telekanal Life News 27 November 2009: <http://lifenews.ru/news/4615!³.RPPXQLVW\
NKRWLDW µQDJUDGLW ¶ ,DNXWVN SDPLDWQLNRP 6WDOLQX´ SakhaNews 30 January 2010:
<http://www.1sn.ru/37662.html! ³9 6DUDWRYH NRPPXQLVW\ SULVWXSLOL N VR]GDQLLX
SDPLDWQLND 6WDOLQX´ MK.RU 9 February 2010: <http://www.mk.ru/social/news/2010/
02/09/426904-v-saratove-kommunistyi-pristupili-k-sozdaniyu-pamyatnika-stalinu.html>
(Accessed 15 February 2012).
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0HGYHGHY¶V UH-HYDOXDWLRQ RI WKH PHDQLQJ RI 5XVVLD¶V HVVHQWLDO QDWLRQDO
commemoration provides an excellent account of history politics in which the
very commemorative act is actually a contest over the relevance of history and
particular memories for future action. In Russia, discourse over the Second
World War era in terms of tKH *UHDW3DWULRWLF:DU DQG 6WDOLQ¶V UROH LQ LW KDV
wider connotations for discussions of 5XVVLD¶VGHYHORSPHQWPRGHOVRULHQWDWLRQ
in international relations, culture, trade, and political system. To provide an
example, one commonly accepted Russian understanding of history is that a
strong central executive power (vertical power) is a precondition of success. At
this point, the Soviet legacy and Stalin enter the picture. Usually references are
also made to the Napoleonic wars and the Time of Troubles, which are
represented as the fatal consequences of having a weak state. Accordingly, the
ZHDNQHVVRIWKH UHJLPH QRWRQO\XQGHUPLQHV5XVVLD¶VUHVSHFWDQGLQIOXHQFHLQ
international relations but endangers the very existence of the state. The Second
World War era and the role of Stalin as Commander-in-Chief are used as proof
for the necessity of a strong, vertical presidential power and, on the other hand, a
warning of the risks of an authoritarian regime. For others, Stalin and his forced
modernization (industrialization) policy was an indispensable precondition for
the victory in the Great Patriotic War. Yet for others he was an exception and
GLVWRUWLRQ LQ 5XVVLD¶V FLYLOL]DWLRQ D FUXHO GLFWDWRU DQGSHUVRQDOO\ JXLOW\ RI WKH
catastrophic defeats at the front in the early years of the war.
,Q VXP SXEOLF GLVFXVVLRQ RI WKH ZDU¶V PHDQLQJ Ln post-Soviet Russia is
DQ\WKLQJ EXW D VWUDLJKWIRUZDUG VKLIW IURP WKH ³KHUHV\´ RI WKH V WR WKH
³RUWKRGR[\´ RI WKH ILUVW GHFDGH RI WKLV PLOOHQQLXP LQ VSLWH RI WKH FRQFHSWV¶
general validity in describing the representational change between the two
decaGHV 5DWKHU WKH GLVFXVVLRQ RI WKH ZDU¶V PHDQLQJ LV D WHQVH GLVFXUVLYH
UHSURGXFWLRQ RI WKH ZDU ZKLFK GRHV QRW GUDZ WKH QDWLRQ¶V RZQ ERXQGDULHV RI
identity exclusively, but also contributes to (XURSHDQ VWDWHV¶ national identities
at large. This is especially the case between Russia and its neighbours when it
comes to naming the events of the Second World War era. Whereas 5XVVLD¶V
neighbours speak about the Molotov-Ribbentrop treaty, occupation, and the
Winter War, Russia hardly mentions the treaty, speaks mainly about a border
FRQIOLFW EHWZHHQ WKH 6RYLHW 8QLRQ DQG )LQODQG DQG WKH %DOWLF FRXQWULHV¶
agreement to join the Soviet Union, etc. Or, if Finland has the Continuation War
after the Interim Peace and Poland has her divide between the Soviet Union and
GerPDQ\5XVVLDSUHIHUVWRIRFXVRQWKH6RYLHW8QLRQ¶V*UHDW3DWULRWLF:DUWKDW
began in 1941. In this regard, public histories and national memories have been
under constant confrontation between the countries, which have had an impact
on their academic histories as well. Attitudes change slowly and, particularly
when it comes to popular histories and national memories of wars, emotions are
such a crucial part of national identity that several generations have to pass
before a more objective and calm discussion of these issues is possible.
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THE USES OF ³7HE GREAT PATRIOTIC WAR´ AND ³7HE SECOND WORLD WAR´
IN THE DATA
To provide a reasonable range of data, we chose two databases (that is, corpuses
of media sources) from the Integrum, the central press and the central news
agencies.18 2QWKHRQHKDQGLQWHUPVRI5XVVLD¶VSXEOLFGLVFXVVLRQZHFRQVLGHU
the central press essential since these include the most important and powerful
representatives of the print media in Russia. On the other hand, owing to the
exclusion of television channels from our data, 19 the central news agencies
partially compensate for this absence since they play an important role in
nationwide information flows. The role of the news provided by news agencies
is also highlighted in online information, and they play an important role in
spreading pro-governmental information abroad.
7R RIIHU D JHQHUDO RYHUYLHZ RI WKH IUHTXHQF\ RI WKH PHQWLRQV ³7KH *UHDW
3DWULRWLF :DU´ DQG ³7KH 6HFRQG :RUOG :DU´ LQ 5XVVLD¶V FHQWUDO SUHVV DQG
central news agencies between the years 1991±2008, the search query with the
given search words draws the following the picture:

18

The corpus of the central press in the Integrum consists of 123,258 sources, and the
central news agencies²96,090 sources.
19
It is generally accepted that television is the most important media in Russia although
the recent protests around the elections in December 2011 and early 2012 exhibited the
UDSLGO\JURZLQJLPSRUWDQFHRIWKH,QWHUQHWLQ5XVVLD¶VSROLWLFDODQGVRFLDOOLIH)RUPRUH
LQIRUPDWLRQDERXWWKHUROHRIWKH,QWHUQHWLQWKHVHSURWHVWVVHH0DUNNX/RQNLOD³5XVVLDQ
Protest On- and Offline: The Role of Social Media in the Moscow Opposition
'HPRQVWUDWLRQV LQ 'HFHPEHU ´ FIIA Briefing Paper 98 (2012):
<http://www.fiia.fi/en/publication/244/> (Accessed 6 March 2012).
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)LJXUH7KHIUHTXHQF\RIWKHPHQWLRQV³7KH*UHDW3DWULRWLF:DU´ XSSHUOLQH DQG³7KH
6HFRQG :RUOG :DU´ ERWWRP OLQH  LQ 5XVVLD¶V FHQWUDO SUHVV DQd central news agencies
between the years 1991±2008.

$Q LPSRUWDQW UHVHUYDWLRQ FRQFHUQLQJ WKH UHSUHVHQWDWLYHQHVV RI ,QWHJUXP¶V
documents between the 1990s and the 2000s should be acknowledged²the clear
majority of these documents are from the 2000s. However, the crucial point here
LVWKDWWKHOLQHRI³7KH*UHDW3DWULRWLF:DU´VSOLWVRIIIURP³7KH6HFRQG:RUOG
:DU´ OLQH Indeed, as the lines indicate, this becomes apparent in 1999±2000
when Putin took over as president. The divide also indicates the major
difference between the overall frequencies of the terms: in the period 1991±2009
WKH TXHU\ ³7KH *UHDW 3DWULRWLF :DU´ \LHOGHG  GRFXPHQWV 20 DQG ³7KH
6HFRQG :RUOG :DU´ \LHOGHG  GRFXPHQWV 21 In short, there is a clear
emphasis on the Great Patriotic :DULQ5XVVLD¶VSXEOLFGLVFXVVLRQRYHUWKHODVW
twenty years. The upward surge in both lines in 2005 reflects the general
activation of the war theme around the 60th anniversary of the victory. In
addition, a closer look at the period between the 60th and 65th anniversaries
LOOXVWUDWHVWKDW³7KH*UHDW3DWULRWLF:DU´WKHPHKDVVHYHUDOSHDNVLQWKHOLQHDV
the next figure shows:

20

105,850 of these are from the central press, and 72,098 are from the central news
agencies.
21
56,962 of these are from the central press and 34,120 from the central news agencies.
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)LJXUH7KHIUHTXHQF\RIWKHPHQWLRQV³7KH*UHDW3DWULRWLF:DU´ XSSHUOLQH DQG³7KH
6HFRQG :RUOG :DU´ ERWWRP OLQH  LQ 5XVVLD¶s central press and central news agencies
over the period of January 2006±September 2010.

:KLOH WKH OLQH IRU WKH QXPEHU RI PHQWLRQV RI ³7KH 6HFRQG :RUOG :DU´
appears to be relative flat, having slight peaks around Victory DD\V³7KH*UHDW
3DWULRWLF :DU´ line has a striking number of clear peaks that occur around the
middle of the year (for example, around Victory Day celebrations in May), and
even greater peak culminating around the last major celebration, the 65th
anniversary. Let us now take a more qualitative look at these differences and
focus on the period 2000±2010. We chose to use ,QWHJUXP¶V SRSXODULW\ UDWLQJ
EDVHGRQWKH VHDUFK ZRUGV ³7KH *UHDW3DWULRWLF:DU´DQG³7KH6HFRQG:RUOG
:DU´WRVHOHFWUHOHYDQWVDPSOHVRILWHPVIRUFORVHUH[DPLQDWLRQ7Kis popularity
LVEDVHGRQ,QWHJUXP¶VFODVVLILFDWLRQRIWKHPRVWUHOHYDQWPHGLDRQWKHEDVLVRI
the selected databases (in our case, the central press and the central news
agencies). In addition, the chosen items related to the given search words in the
case of particular media (for example, the newspaper Kommersant'') are ranked
by Integrum based on the frequency of the search word(s) in the designated item
as well as on outside links to the given item. 22 The latter is measurable with
UHJDUGWRWKHPHGLD¶Vonline versions which are highly representative in the case
RI 5XVVLD¶V FHQWUDO SUHVV ,Q RXU investigation, ,QWHJUXP¶V SRSXODULW\
classification ranked 701 documents with both search terms. In order to improve
the representativeness of the given searches, we chose the ten most popular and
22

Fedor Romanenko and Lev Gershenzon, ³IPS µ,QWHJUXP¶,VWRULLDVR]GDQLLDRSLVDQLH
LVSRO ]RYDQLH´ LQ Integrum: tochnye metody i gumanitarnye nauki, edited by Galina
Nikiporets-7DJLNDZD 0RVNYD³/HWQLLVDG´ 
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the ten least popular items for closer examination. With a search conducted on
19 August 2011 IRU³7KH*UHDW3DWULRWLF:DU,´WKHUHVXOWZDVWKHIROORZLQJ
Table 1. The popularity classification of documents from the central press and the central
QHZVDJHQFLHVLQ,QWHJUXPXVLQJWKHVHDUFKWHUP³7KH*UHDW3DWULRWLF:DU´
The ten most popular documents
(headlines, source and date)
1. Veterans Were Asked to Give Their
Medals, Kommersant'' 3 March
2010.23
2. The Order of the Government of the
Russian Federation Given on 29 April
³$ERXW&KDQJHVof the Order of
the Government of the Russian
Federation Given on 31 January 2009,
1´Rossiiskaia gazeta 7 May
2010.24
3. Instead of Social Benefits, the
Heroes of the War and Work Receive
795 Rubles per Month, Izvestiia 20
May 2004.25
³7REHFDUULHGRQWKHOHIWVLGHRIWKH
EUHDVW´Gazeta 17 August 2004.26
5. In Kamchatka at the Beginning of
the Year, 39 Veterans of the Great
Patriotic War Received an Apartment,
IA Regnum 5 May 2010.27

The ten least popular
documents
(headlines, source and date)
692. From the Editors: The Field of
Patriotism, Vedomosti 28 January 2009.28
693. The State Is Responsible for Preserving
the Memory of the War Against Fascism,
Gryzlov [remove? See fn.], RIA Novosti ± The
Multimedia Tape 8 May 2009.29
694. In Honour of the 65th Anniversary of the
Victory in the Great Patriotic War, Russia will
Hold Days of Military Glory, Ukase Of The
President, 5,$ 1RYRVWL ³Hot LLQH´ 16 April
2007.30
695. Putin Signed the Ukase Concerning the
Improvement of Material Conditions of
Certain Citizen Groups in Connection with the
60th Anniversary of the Victory, ITAR-TASS
30 March 2005.31
696. Medvedev Established the Jubilee Medal
³ <HDUV of Victory in the Great Patriotic
:DU´5,$1RYRVWL³KRWOLQH´ 6 March 2009.32

23

The original: ȼɟɬɟɪɚɧɨɜ ɩɪɨɫɹɬ ɫɞɚɬɶ ɨɪɞɟɧɚ.
The originalɉɨɫɬɚɧɨɜɥɟɧɢɟɉɪɚɜɢɬɟɥɶɫɬɜɚɊɨɫɫɢɣɫɤɨɣɎɟɞɟɪɚɰɢɢɨɬɚɩɪɟɥɹ
 ɝ N  ɝ Ɇɨɫɤɜɚ ³Ɉ ɜɧɟɫɟɧɢɢ ɢɡɦɟɧɟɧɢɣ ɜ ɩɨɫɬɚɧɨɜɥɟɧɢɟ ɉɪɚɜɢɬɟɥɶɫɬɜɚ
ɊɨɫɫɢɣɫɤɨɣɎɟɞɟɪɚɰɢɢɨɬɞɟɤɚɛɪɹɝN ´
25
The original: ȼɆȿɋɌɈ ɅɖȽɈɌ ȽȿɊɈɂ ȼɈɃɇɕ ɂ ɌɊɍȾȺ ɉɈɅɍɑȺɌ ɉɈ 
ɊɍȻɅȿɃȼɆȿɋəɐ. [Why cap? Use sentence case?]
26
The original³ɧɨɫɢɬɫɹ ɧɚ ɥɟɜɨɣ ɫɬɨɪɨɧɟ ɝɪɭɞɢ´
27
The original ɇɚ Ʉɚɦɱɚɬɤɟ ɫ ɧɚɱɚɥɚ ɝɨɞɚ ɠɢɥɶɟ ɩɨɥɭɱɢɥɢ  ɜɟɬɟɪɚɧɨɜ ȼɟɥɢɤɨɣ
Ɉɬɟɱɟɫɬɜɟɧɧɨɣɜɨɣɧɵ
28
The original: Ɉɬɪɟɞɚɤɰɢɢɉɨɥɟɩɚɬɪɢɨɬɢɡɦɚ
29
The original Ƚɨɫɭɞɚɪɫɬɜɨ ɨɬɜɟɬɫɬɜɟɧɧɨ ɡɚ ɫɨɯɪɚɧɟɧɢɟ ɩɚɦɹɬɢ ɨ ɜɨɣɧɟ ɫ
ɮɚɲɢɡɦɨɦ Ƚɪɵɡɥɨɜ [is this the author? Remove here and in the table to be consistent
with other titles?].
24
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Table 1 continued.
The ten most popular documents
(headlines, source and date)
6. From the Golden Shoulder Marks
and Back, Ekspert 31 March 2008.33
9HWHUDQVLQ.XUVN$JDLQVW³WKH
Legs of Rutskoi,´Profil' 7 August
2000.34
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The ten least popular documents (headlines,
source and date)
 7KH 0HGDO ³ <HDUV of Victory in the
*UHDW 3DWULRWLF :DU´ :DV (VWDEOLVKHG by the
Ukase of the President of the RF, ITAR-TASS 6
March 2009.38

8. The ³&omplete Solution´ of an Old
Problem, Nezavisimaia gazeta 11
July 2008.35

698. A Celebration of the 65th Anniversary of the
Great Victory and the Honouring of Veterans of
the Great Patriotic War Took Place in the
Consulate of the RF in San Francisco, ITAR-TASS.
News from the Five Continents 9 May 2010.39

9. The Government Against Cheap
Vodka, Kommersant''-Den'gi 5 May
2008.36

699. Karelia Doubled the Financing of the
5HJLRQ¶V *DV 6XSSO\ RIA Novosti. TEK 27
April 2010.40

10. You Will Answer for the Brother,
Kompaniia 21 July 2003.37

700. THE CERTIFICATE, The Legislation About
Housing for Veterans, RIA Novosti. MacroEconomy and Regulation 13 January 2010.41
701. The Pension of Invalids of the Great
Patriotic War in the Moscow Region, RIA
Novosti. Finance and Banks 23 March 2010.42

30

The originalȼɨɡɧɚɦɟɧɨɜɚɧɢɟ-ɣɝɨɞɨɜɳɢɧɵɉɨɛɟɞɵɜȼɟɥɢɤɨɣɈɬɟɱɟɫɬɜɟɧɧɨɣ
ɜɨɣɧɟɜɊɨɫɫɢɢɩɪɨɣɞɭɬɞɧɢɜɨɢɧɫɤɨɣɫɥɚɜɵɭɤɚɡ[add cap?] ɩɪɟɡɢɞɟɧɬɚ
31
The original ɉɭɬɢɧ ɩɨɞɩɢɫɚɥ ɍɤɚɡ ɨ ɦɟɪɚɯ ɩɨ ɭɥɭɱɲɟɧɢɸ ɦɚɬɟɪɢɚɥɶɧɨɝɨ
ɩɨɥɨɠɟɧɢɹɧɟɤɨɬɨɪɵɯɤɚɬɟɝɨɪɢɣɝɪɚɠɞɚɧɊɎɜɫɜɹɡɢɫ-ɥɟɬɢɟɦɉɨɛɟɞɵ
32
The original Ɇɟɞɜɟɞɟɜ ɭɱɪɟɞɢɥ ɸɛɢɥɟɣɧɭɸ ɦɟɞɚɥɶ ³ ɥɟɬ ɉɨɛɟɞɵ ɜ ȼɟɥɢɤɨɣ
Ɉɬɟɱɟɫɬɜɟɧɧɨɣɜɨɣɧɟ´
33
The original: "ɗɤɫɩɟɪɬ" #13 (602) ɨɬ 31 ɦɚɪɬɚ 2008 ɝɨɞɚ [provide the title instead].
34
The original: Ʉɭɪɫɤɢɟ ɜɟɬɟɪɚɧɵ ɩɪɨɬɢɜ³ɧɨɠɟɤɊɭɰɤɨɝɨ´
35
The original: ³ɉɈɅɇɈȿɊȿɒȿɇɂȿ´ȾȺȼɇȿɃɉɊɈȻɅȿɆɕ [why cap?]
36
The originalɉɪɚɜɢɬɟɥɶɫɬɜɨɩɪɨɬɢɜɞɟɲɟɜɨɣɜɨɞɤɢ
37
The original: Ɂɚɛɪɚɬɚɨɬɜɟɬɢɲɶ.
38
The originalɍɤɚɡɨɦɩɪɟɡɢɞɟɧɬɚɊɎɭɱɪɟɠɞɟɧɚɦɟɞɚɥɶ³ɥɟɬɉɨɛɟɞɵɜȼɟɥɢɤɨɣ
Ɉɬɟɱɟɫɬɜɟɧɧɨɣɜɨɣɧɟ´
39
The original ɉɪɚɡɞɧɨɜɚɧɢɟ -ɥɟɬɢɹ ȼɟɥɢɤɨɣ ɉɨɛɟɞɵ ɢ ɱɟɫɬɜɨɜɚɧɢɟ ɜɟɬɟɪɚɧɨɜ
ȼɟɥɢɤɨɣɈɬɟɱɟɫɬɜɟɧɧɨɣɜɨɣɧɵɩɪɨɲɥɢɜɝɟɧɤɨɧɫɭɥɶɫɬɜɟɊɎɜɋɚɧ-Ɏɪɚɧɰɢɫɤɨ
40
The originalɄɚɪɟɥɢɹɜɞɜɨɟɭɜɟɥɢɱɢɬɮɢɧɚɧɫɢɪɨɜɚɧɢɟɝɚɡɢɮɢɤɚɰɢɢɪɟɝɢɨɧɚ
41
The original: ɋɉɊȺȼɄȺ [add comma?] Ɂɚɤɨɧɨɞɚɬɟɥɶɫɬɜɨɨɠɢɥɶɟɞɥɹɜɟɬɟɪɚɧɨɜ
42
The originalɉɟɧɫɢɹɢɧɜɚɥɢɞɨɜȼɟɥɢɤɨɣɈɬɟɱɟɫɬɜɟɧɧɨɣɜɨɣɧɵɜɉɨɞɦɨɫɤɨɜɶɟ
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The clearest message that these twenty items convey is that the designation
RI ³7KH *UHDW 3DWULRWLF :DU´ LQ 5XVVLD¶V SXEOLF GLVFXVVLRQ LV FRPPRQO\
associated with veterans, and  vice-versa.43 This relationship reveals that veterans
are predominantly associated in the public mind with the Great Patriotic War
rather than other less heroic or successful wars: veterans of the wars in
Afghanistan and Chechnya, in particular, are downplayed. The terminological
correlation between the Great Patriotic War and veterans can be tracked with
,QWHJUXP¶VVWDWLVWLFVRYHUWKHSHULRG±2009 as well:
)LJXUH  7KH IUHTXHQF\ RI WKH PHQWLRQV ³7KH *UHDW 3DWULRWLF :DU´ ERWWRP OLQH  DQG
³9HWHUDQ´ XSSHUOLQH LQ5XVVLD¶VFHQWUDOSUHVVDQGFHQWUDOQHZVDJHQFLHVRYHUWKHSHUiod
2001±2009.

This veteran-centeredness can be divided into two major groups, the sociopolitical and the patriotic: nine of these twenty issues²and six of the ten most
UHOHYDQW DFFRUGLQJ WR ,QWHJUXP¶V FODVVLILFDWLRQ²GHDO ZLWK YHWHUDQV¶ VRFLRpolitical issues (especially housing), while another major group deals with
YHWHUDQV¶PHGDOVDQGVictory Day celebrations. In the socio-political group two
discourses can be detected. Items 2, 5, 8, 695, 700, and 701 mention state
policies and programs for veterans. Without any critical discussion (with a
reservation regarding item 8 in which a tiny implicit critique can be read in
WHUPVRIWKHVWDWH¶VDELOLW\WRDFFRPSOLVKLWVSROLFLHV , this discourse of the sociopolitical group can be labelled as a state-supportive one. On the other hand,
another discourse of the socio-political group (items 3, 7, and 9) is clearly
FULWLFDO ,W FDOOV LQWR TXHVWLRQ WKH VWDWH¶V PHDVXUHV IRU WKH LPSURYHPHQW RI the
43

It is worth adding that in Russia as a legacy of Soviet times there are multiple
categories of veterans related to different spheres of society, and not necessarily to wars.
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YHWHUDQV¶ VLWXDWLRQ )RU LQVWDQFH ZKHUHDV WKH DUWLFOH E\ Profil' (7) is relatively
PLOG LQ LWV FULWLFLVP WKH DUWLFOH ³,QVWHDG of Social Benefits, the Heroes of the
War and Work Receive 795 Rubles per 0RQWK´E\Izvestiia (3) strongly accuses
WKHVWDWHRI³VWDUWLQJWKH H[SHULPHQWRIHOLPLQDWLQJEHQHILWV ZLWKSHRSOH ZKRVH
nuPEHULVGHFUHDVLQJ\HDUE\\HDU´44 While Izvestiia represents a harsh patriotic
critique against the state, Kommersant''-Den'gi (9) shows its critique through
VDUFDVP E\ UHSRUWLQJ WKH VWDWH¶V SODQV WR SURYLGH IUHH FDUV IRU YHWHUDQV ZKRVH
average age is moUHWKDQHLJKW\$FRUUHODWLRQEHWZHHQYHWHUDQV¶VRFLR-political
issues and tKH*UHDW3DWULRWLF:DULQ5XVVLD¶VSXEOLFGLVFXVVLRQFDQEHVHHQDV
well, although not as clearly as with the Great Patriotic War and veterans:
Figure 4. The frequency of the mentLRQV ³7KH *UHDW 3DWULRWLF :DU´ XSSHU OLQH  DQG
³9HWHUDQ DQG UXEOH´ GRFXPHQWV ZKLFK FRQWDLQ WKHVH WZR ZRUGV  ERWWRP OLQH  LQ
5XVVLD¶VFHQWUDOSUHVVDQGFHQWUDOQHZVDJHQFLHVRYHUWKHSHULRG±2009.

As distinct from the discourses of the socio-political group, the patriotic
group is more homogenous. Except for the article by Vedomosti (692), all the
items of this group are conformist in terms of official state patriotism. This is
evident in the reporting of the new medals in honour of the veterans (693, 694,
696, and 697) and by the celebrations related to the veterans and the victory
(698), as well as in the report about veterans putting their medals in temporary
storage in order to prevent thefts when they are away from home (1). In items 6
and 699, the Great Patriotic War figures less frequently, either within a general
historical description of the Red Army (6) or in terms of local infrastructure
SODQVZKLFKDUHDERXWWREHLQLWLDWHGWRFRLQFLGHZLWKWKHZDU¶VFRPPHPRUDWLRQ
44

Provide reference for the quote.
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(699). Therefore, these two can be placed in the patriotic group as well. On the
other hand, the article in the newspaper Vedomosti ³7KH Field of PDWULRWLVP´
(692) is the only item in this 20-item sample which deals with a critical
dimension of the Great Patriotic War. It discusses millions of victims who died
for the Motherland, and who still do not have decent graves and memorials.
Hence, the criticism in this article is not a criticism of the narrative of the Great
Patriotic War but of the insufficient commemoration of it. In this regard it
resembles the criticism of the article by Izvestiia (3) by providing a patriotic
critique of the state.
The only exception in this sample is the article in the magazine Kompaniia
³<RXWill Answer for the BURWKHU´  , which cannot be placed in any of the
given socio-political and patriotic groups. It represents a sort of terminological
anomaly in so far as it deals with Russian films and states in its introduction that
³IRUWKHWKLUGWLPHRYHUWKHFRXUVHRIWKHFHQWXU\DIter the October Revolution
and the Great Patriotic War, the main hero of the country has become the man
ZLWK D JXQ´ 45 However, even with this oddity, the use of the term shows its
JHQHUDOLPSRUWDQFHLQUHODWLRQWRNH\PRPHQWVLQWKHFRXQWU\¶VKLVWRU\
Within the aforementioned history and memory politics, the heightened role
of socio-political issues concerning veterans, and the patriotic treasuring of
veterans and victory, is clearly understandable. Both dimensions support the
special importance that the Great Patriotic War KDVDFTXLUHGLQ3XWLQ¶V5XVVLD
At the same time, the focus on veterans exhibits the nature of the Great Patriotic
:DU¶VKLVWRU\SROLWLFV per se. On the one hand, the commemorative investment
in honour of the veterans provides a form of symbolic cohesion IRU WRGD\¶V
society since²according to the officially bolstered narrative²it was the
YHWHUDQVZKRJXDUDQWHHGWKHXQLW\RIWKHFRXQWU\LQWKHSDVWDQGWKXVWRGD\¶V
FRPPHPRUDWLRQ RI WKHP JXDUDQWHHV WKH QDWLRQ¶V XQLW\ LQ WKH SUHVHQW 2Q WKH
other hand, the monetization of Soviet-era benefits over the last ten years has
evoked loud protests among elderly people. Therefore, it seems that this
contested process is seemingly aimed to be justified through veterans by
allowing new monetized benefits particularly for them. [awkward structure] No
doubt this state-driven attempt relies on the supposed respect for the veterans
amongst the population. Another side of this attempt is the evident fact of this
JURXS¶V UHODWLYHO\ ORZ UHSUHVHQWDWLYHQHVV LQ 5XVVLDQ VRFLHW\ Rwing to the
advanced age of veterans. Furthermore, these elderly people have a highly
restricted capacity to create any potential protest against the monetization. [Add
transition] Let us now examine the 20-itHP VDPSOH FRQFHUQLQJ WKH WHUP ³7he
Second World :DU´

45

Provide reference for the quote.
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Table 2. The popularity classification of documents from the central press and the central
QHZVDJHQFLHVLQ,QWHJUXPZLWKWKHVHDUFKWHUP³7KH6HFRQG:RUOG:DU´
The ten most popular documents
The ten least popular documents
(headlines, source and date)
(headlines, source and date)
1. Poland Reconsidered History on the
692. A Drier Which Is Not a Simple One,
&KDQQHO³5XVVLD´ Kommersant'' 26 June
Agrobiznes 15 June 2003.56
46
2009.
693. Page 13, Kursiv 1 December 2007.
2. Divided by Trenches, Rossiiskaia gazeta
694. Page 27, Flekso Plius 1 April 2009.
2 September 2009.47
3. The Precise Moment of Victory Will
Become a Celebration, Izvestiia 8 July 2010.48
4³7KH*HUPDQVDQGWKH-DSDQHVHFDOOXV
VLVVLHVDQGSOD\ER\V´Gazeta 31 May 2004.49
5. Yushchenko Decided to BULQJ³Objective
IQIRUPDWLRQ´About the Second World War
to Ukraine, IA Regnum 21 August 2009.50
6. Bridges in Time and Space, Ekspert 20
September 2010.51

695. Page 79, Standart 27 July 2007.
696. An Exact Control on the Setting of
the Global Crisis, FSP / Flexography and
Special Printing 15 August 2008.57
697.
Conservatism.
How
Can
Conservatism
Co-exist
with
the
Legalization of Same-Sex Marriages and
Other Marvels RI WKH ³3URJUHVVLYH
+XPDQLW\´" Oktsent [A..?] 8 July 2009.58

7. About Defending the Decisions of the
Nuremberg Tribunal, Profil' 2 July 2007.52

698. The World Market, MIS-Inform. The
Discussion Centre of Current Issues,
Overview of Publications 18 May 2010.59

8. Our Great Victory, Nezavisimaia Gazeta
30 April 2010.53

699. Column 20, Rossiiskaia gazeta±
Week 30 September 2010.

9. A Portrait with a Dark Past,
Kommersant''-Den'gi 12 July 2010.54

700. Aerodynamic Pipe in the Centre of
NASA, Algorithm Media 23 September
2009.60

10. The Price of Victory, Kompaniia 21
March 2000.55

701. Page 30, CIO 16 July 2008.

46

The original: ɉɨɥɶɲɚɩɟɪɟɫɦɨɬɪɟɥɚɢɫɬɨɪɢɸɩɨ³Ɋɨɫɫɢɢ´ [check translation]
The original: Ɋɚɡɨɲɥɢɫɶ ɩɨ ɨɤɨɩɚɦ. [check translation]
48
The originalɉɨɛɟɞɧɭɸɬɨɱɤɭɫɞɟɥɚɸɬɩɪɚɡɞɧɢɤɨɦ
49
The original: ³ɧɟɦɰɵɢɹɩɨɧɰɵɧɚɡɵɜɚɸɬɧɚɫɧɚɰɢɟɣɫɥɚɛɚɤɨɜɢɩɥɟɣɛɨɟɜ´
50
The original ɘɳɟɧɤɨ ɪɟɲɢɥ ɞɨɧɟɫɬɢ ɍɤɪɚɢɧɟ ³ɨɛɴɟɤɬɢɜɧɭɸ ɢɧɮɨɪɦɚɰɢɸ´ ɨ
ȼɬɨɪɨɣɦɢɪɨɜɨɣɜɨɣɧɟ.
51
The originalɆɨɫɬɵɜɨɜɪɟɦɟɧɢɢɩɪɨɫɬɪɚɧɫɬɜɟ
52
The originalɈɡɚɳɢɬɟɪɟɲɟɧɢɣɇɸɪɧɛɟɪɝɫɤɨɝɨɬɪɢɛɭɧɚɥɚ
53
The originalɇɚɲɚȼɟɥɢɤɚɹɉɨɛɟɞɚ
54
The originalɉɨɪɬɪɟɬɫɬɟɦɧɵɦɩɪɨɲɥɵɦ
47
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2ZLQJ WR WKH OHVVHU IUHTXHQF\ RI WKH WHUP ³7KH 6HFRQG :RUOG :DU´ LQ
Russian public debates (see Figure 1), WKLV WDEOH KDV PRUH GLYHUVLW\ WKDQ ³7KH
*UHDW 3DWULRWLF :DU´ in terms of clearly defined discussion frames. This
becomes evident with less popular items in particular. Items 692±696 and 700±
701 are more like article-advertisements. They deal with particular technological
innovations, and the search term figures in them as an occasional mention,
although these items illustrate how current technological developments are at a
certain point related to the Second World War era. On the other hand, eight of
the ten most popular items (1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 10) reveal the foreign
challenges that Russia faces concerning the present treatment of the Second
:RUOG:DUHUD0RUHRYHUWKHWKUHHPRVWSRSXODULWHPVRI³7KH6HFRQG:RUOG
War´ VDPSOH PHQWLRQ Stalin (as a whole in this sample he appears in five
GRFXPHQWV ZKLOHKLVQDPHLVFRPSOHWHO\DEVHQWLQ³7KH*UHDW3DWULRWLF:DU´
sample. The article by Kommersant''   GLVFXVVHV 3RODQG¶V DFFXVDWLRQ WKDW
Russia is falsifying the history of the Second World War, and that this is
SDUWLFXODUO\ WUXH RI WKH VWDWH WHOHYLVLRQ FKDQQHO ³5XVVLD´ 7KH VRXUFH RI WKH
SUREOHPZDVWKLVFKDQQHO¶VSULPHWLme program News of the Week that aired on
21 June 2009 in which Poland is portrayed as being responsible for events
OHDGLQJ XS WR WKH ZDU LQFOXGLQJ 6WDOLQ¶V DQG +LWOHU¶V QHJRWLDWLRQV 5XVVLD¶V
UHVSRQVH WR 3RODQG¶V GLSORPDWLF QRWH ZDV EDVHG PDLQO\ RQ DQ DUgument about
freedom of expression according to which the state is not responsible for any
remarks made on a television channel (even one strictly controlled by the state
use). By mentioning such aspects of the episode, a particular criticism of the
VWDWH¶s use of history politics can be seen in .RPPHUVDQW ¶V article [awkward
use of the passive voice and dangling modifier?]. By contrast, the article
³'LYLGHGE\TUHQFKHV´  LQWKHVWDWH¶VRIILFLDOQHZVSDSHURossiiskaia gazeta is
clearly compatible with the Putin-HUD¶V HPSKDVLV RQ ³GH-VRYLHWL]LQJ´ DQG
³UXVVLI\LQJ´ WKH ZDU 7KLV VDPH feature is present in the 2005 passage of
Izvestiia DQGLQ0HGYHGHY¶VLQWHUYLHZLQ VHHDERYH Rossiiskaia gazeta (2)
SRLQWV RXW WKDW ³XQIRUWXQDWHO\ WRGD\¶V JHQHUDWLRQV RI Polish and Baltic people
think that the Molotov-Ribbentrop-SDFWVWDUWHGWKHZDU´61 It is noteworthy that
although the newspaper downplays the role of the pact in starting the war, it
55

The originalɐɟɧɚɩɨɛɟɞɵ
The originalɋɭɲɤɚɧɨɧɟɩɪɨɫɬɚɹ
57
The original: Ɍɨɱɧɵɣɤɨɧɬɪɨɥɶɧɚɮɨɧɟ ɜɫɟɦɢɪɧɨɝɨɤɪɢɡɢɫɚ[check translation]
58
The original: Ʉɨɧɫɟɪɜɚɬɢɡɦ. Ʉɚɤ ɦɨɠɟɬ ɛɵɬɶ ɤɨɧɫɟɪɜɚɬɢɡɦ ɫɨɫɭɳɟɫɬɜɨɜɚɬɶ ɫ
ɥɟɝɚɥɢɡɚɰɢɟɣ ɨɞɧɨɩɨɥɵɯ ɛɪɚɤɨɜ ɢ ɩɪɨɱɢɦɢ ɱɭɞɟɫɚɦɢ ³ɩɪɨɝɪɟɫɫɢɜɧɨɝɨ
ɱɟɥɨɜɟɱɟɫɬɜɚ´"
59
The originalɆɢɪɨɜɨɣɪɵɧɨɤ
60
The originalȺɷɪɨɞɢɧɚɦɢɱɟɫɤɚɹɬɪɭɛɚɜɰɟɧɬɪɟNASA.
61
Provide reference for the quote.
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GRHVQRWLJQRUHLW,QWKLVYHLQLWDOVRVHSDUDWHV5XVVLD¶VYLFWRU\DQGcontribution
WR WRGD\¶V (XURSH IURP WKH QHJDWLYH FRQQRWDWLRQV DVVRFLDWHG ZLWK WKH SHULRG
1945± IRU (DVWHUQ (XURSH ³5XVVLD QR GRXEW ERUH WKH JUHDWHVW EXUGHQ IRU
(XURSH¶V OLEHUDWLRQ IURP WKH %URZQ 3ODJXH DQG trapped +LWOHU LQ WKH 5HLFK¶V
office in Berlin. However, then the USSR began to spread a communist police
V\VWHPWRDOOWKHOLEHUDWHGFRXQWULHVRI(DVWHUQ(XURSH´62
The pro-government news agency IA Regnum¶V UHSRUW   OLVWV VRPH RI
President Viktor YXVKFKHQNR¶V SODQV WR FUHDWH DQ RIILFLDO LQWHUSUHWDtion of the
Second World War in Ukraine, but does not provide an explicit evaluative view
RIWKHVHSODQV+RZHYHUWKHDJHQF\¶VFULWLFDODWWLWXGHEHFRPHVDSSDUHQWZLWKLWV
XVH RI TXRWDWLRQ PDUNV LQ WKH KHDGOLQH 7KH LWHP ³$ERXW Defending the
Decisions of the Nuremberg TULEXQDO´   E\ WKH MRXUQDO Profil' is about a
published petition to the president and the government of the Russian Federation
by a television host Mikhail Leont'ev, known for his overly patriotic and
nationalist views. Unsurprisingly, the petition is very critical of any attempt to
re-HYDOXDWH WKH 6RYLHW 8QLRQ¶V UROH LQ WKH 6HFRQG :RUOG :DU DQG DVNV WKH
VWDWH¶V DXWKRULWLHV WR GHIHQG 5XVVLD¶V LQWHUHVWV LQ WKLV UHJDUG 7KH DUWLFOH ³2XU
Great VLFWRU\´  E\Nezavisimaia gazeta is openly patriotic and underlines the
LPSRUWDQFH RI ³RXU YLFWRU\ RYHU IDVFLVP LQ WKH 6HFRQG :RUOG :DU´ 63 In this
LWHPWKHWHUP³7KH*UHDW3DWULRWLF:DU´LVDOVRSUHVHQWEXWDVGLVWLQFWIURPWKH
major frames of that sample, this article focuses on wartime events and their
current importance for Russia. Interestingly, despite a highly detailed focus on
various numeric IDFWVDERXWWKH5HG$UP\¶VPLOLWDU\DFWLYLWLHVWKHDUWLFOHGRHV
QRW PHQWLRQ 6WDOLQ $ VLPLODU WKHPDWLF IRFXV FDQ EH IRXQG LQ WKH DUWLFOH ³7KH
Price of ViFWRU\´  E\WKHMRXUQDOKompaniia but with a completely different
evaluation. Whereas item 8 is openly patriotic, this article is sarcastic, and hence
FULWLFDO E\ IRFXVLQJ RQ YDULRXV SHFXOLDULWLHV RI 6WDOLQ¶V IDLOHG LQGXVWULDOL]DWLRQ
policies in the final stages of, and after, the war.
Items 4, 9, and 699 are mostly curiosities although they also shed light on
the public discussion of the Second World War. Item 4 is about the
establishment of a memorial in the United States for Americans who perished in
the Second World War. Item 9 is about the famous painting ³Portrait of Wally´
E\ WKH $XVWULDQ (JRQ 6FKLHOH DQG WKH SDLQWLQJ¶V GHVWLQ\ GXULQJ WKH 6HFRQG
World War. Item 699 discusses Russian and Soviet soldiers in Near East
conflicts after the Second World War. Item 697 tells an astonishing story
FRQFHUQLQJ 5XVVLD¶V LPDJH DEURDG LQ DQ LQWHUYLHZ ZLWK D YLVLEOH SROLWLFDO
protagonist of the Kremlin, Pavel Danilin. Instead of reflecting on the various
SLWIDOOVWREHIRXQGLQ5XVVLD¶VDQGWKH8665¶VLPDJHLQWKe West, Danilin sees
the issue of image principally in terms of the effectiveness or ineffectiveness of
VWDWHSURSDJDQGD+HVWDWHVWKDW³GXULQJWKH6HFRQG:RUOG:DUWKHSURSDJDQGD62
63

Provide reference for the quote.
Provide reference for the quote.
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PDFKLQHZRUNHGH[FHOOHQWO\´64 DQGWKXVWKHVWDWH¶VLPDJHWKHQZDVH[FHOOHQt as
ZHOO 7KH VWRU\¶V KHDGOLQH²D TXRWH IURP RQH RI 'DQLOLQ¶V DQVZHUV LQ WKH
interview²is also revealing in terms of the value orientations of his views.
BRINGING THE WARS TOGETHER: THE KURILE ISLANDS
There are four articles, two in both samples, which discuss the Kurile Islands
and the interpretation of the wartime era in that region. This appears to be a
revealing topic in terms of reconciling the national Great Patriotic War with the
ZDU¶V JOREDO GLPHQVLRQ WKH 6HFRQG :RUOG :DU 0RUHRYHU JLYHQ LWV REYLous
societal importance as a history-politics topic, it is worth providing a short
overview of the issue.
The dispute over the Kurile and Sakhalin Islands between Russia and Japan
goes as far back as the 19th century, but the recent political contests originate
IURPWKH6RYLHW8QLRQ¶VLQYDVLRQRIWKH.XULOH,VODQGVRQ 9 August 1945. That
took place three days after the atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima, and six
days before Japan accepted the Potsdam Proclamation and surrendered
unconditionally to the AllLHG3RZHUV7KH6RYLHW8QLRQ¶VGHFLVLRQWRDQQH[WKH
Kurile Islands was based on the Yalta (1945) and Potsdam (1945) agreements
that carved out spheres of influence between the Allied Powers after the war.
The Red Army completed its occupation of the Southern Sakhalin and Kurile
Islands on 5 September 1945.
It is not only events linked to the Second World War, which generate
challenges; WKH,VODQGV¶&ROG:DU-era role does so as well. The Islands were the
subject of dispute at the San Francisco peace conference in 1951 when the
Western allies and Japan signed a peace treaty.65 In 1955 Japan and the Soviet
Union began separate peace negotiations, after which the Soviet Union was
prepared to hand over two of the southern islands to Japan. At that point the
UniteG6WDWHV¶VHFUHWDU\RIVWDWH-RKQ)RVWHU'XOOHVSXVKHG-DSDQWRNHHSXSKHU
GHPDQGVIRUDOORIWKH³1RUWKHUQ7HUULWRULHV´ LH, the Kurile Islands) instead of
coming to a negotiated peace agreement with the Soviet Union. The move was
targeted against the normalization of Japanese-Russian relations and the signing

64

Provide reference for the quote.
The Soviet Union withdrew from the conference because the Western Powers did not
DFFHSW &KLQD¶V SDUWLFLSDWLRQ DIWHU WKH FRPPXQLVWV OHG E\ 0DR =HGRQJ WRRN SRZHU LQ
1949. The late 1940s and 1950s saw the beginning of a struggle for spheres of influence
in East Asia. In addition, the outbreak of the Cold War soured relations between the
USSR and the West, former wartime allies, in all spheres of international relations.
1RQHWKHOHVVWKH:HVWGLGQRWGHQ\WKH6RYLHW8QLRQ¶VULJKWWRDUHZDUG RFFXSLHGDUHDV 
for entering the war against Imperial Japan. Thus, in 1951, in San Francisco, Japan did
not get support from Western delegations over its demands for the return of the Kurile
Islands.
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of a peace treaty, in which Dulles with his Japanese allies was successful. 66 A
WKLUG SKDVH LQ WKH GLVFXVVLRQV RQ WKH ,VODQGV EHJDQ GXULQJ *RUEDFKHY¶V DQG
%RULV <HOWVLQ¶V UXOH LQ WKH ODWH V DQG early 1990s when both leaders
H[SORUHG WKH SRVVLELOLW\ RI ³WUDQVIHUULQJ´ FRQWURO RYHU WZR RI WKH IRXU
southernmost islands to Japan following the signing of a formal peace treaty, as
the two countries were still technically at war. Essentially, their offer did not
contain anything new in comparison to the non-ratified agreement between the
Soviet Union and Japan in 1955. The new aspect was that political changes after
WKH 6RYLHW 8QLRQ¶V FROODSVH enhanced expectations.67 3XWLQ¶V SUHVLGHQF\ DORQJ
ZLWK 5XVVLD¶s strengthened economic position brought progress back to the
starting point,68 and LQJHQHUDO5XVVLD¶VKDUGHUVWDQFHQRWRQO\WRXFKHGUHODWLRQV
with Japan. [awkward?] ,WZDVDSSOLHGIURPWKHEHJLQQLQJRI3XWLQ¶VWHUPDVD
ZKROHWR5XVVLD¶VIRUHLJQSROLF\
7KHUHDUHWZRDUWLFOHVLQ³7KH*UHDW3DWULRWLF:DU´VDPSOH DQG LQ
which the Kurile issue is linked to WKH ZDU YHWHUDQV¶ PHGDOV IRU WKH *UHDW
Patriotic War as well as the social benefits in 2004±2005 in honour of the 60th
anniversary of the Victory%RWKDUWLFOHV VSHDNDERXW3XWLQ¶V ukase concerning
the various categories of veterans eligible to receive medals and social benefits.
These categories unquestionably exhibit the tension between the Great Patriotic
War and the Second World War. Although the medals marked the 60th Victory
Day in the Great Patriotic War, the veterans of the wars with Japan and Finland
are mentioned separately in terms of having a similar right to receive veteranV¶
benefits. The fact that this was mentioned separately reveals that the traditional
Victory Day celebrations on May 9th and the benefits related to it were not
regarded as applying to either the Winter War in 1939±1940 (the war against
Finland) or the war against Japan in August-September 1945. This is
understandable LQWHUPVRIWKH³RUWKRGR[´*UHDW3DWULRWLF:DUDJDLQVWIDVFLVP
66

*UHJRU\ &ODUN ³-DSDQ¶V 2WKHU %LJ <HDU ´ The Japan Times 3 March 1999:
<http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/eo19990303gc.html> (Accessed 22 February 2012).
Interestingly, WKH %ULWLVK JRYHUQPHQW DGPLWWHG WKH OHJLWLPDF\ RI WKH 6RYLHW 8QLRQ¶V
control over the disputed islands throughout the Cold War. In 1979, as recently revealed
documeQWVVKRZHYHQ0DUJDUHW7KDWFKHU¶VJRYHUQPHQWVLGHGZLWKWKH6RYLHW8QLRQLQ
WKHGLVSXWH³7KDWFKHU¶V%ULWDLQ%DFNHG6RYLHW&RQWURORI,VOHV´The Japan Times 6 July
2010: <http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20100706a7.html> (Accessed 22 February
2012).
67
Undoubtedly, at that time Russia was hoping for new investments from Japan, and
Japan was waiting for concessions and a more flexible attitude from Russia after the
collapse of the Soviet Union. The thaw in Japanese-Russian relations culminated in a
joint statement in 1997 according to which they promised to conclude a peace pact by the
end of 2000.
68
6HHIRULQVWDQFH3XWLQ¶VWDONZLWK3ULPH 0LQLVWHU0RUL³3XWLQ$UULYHVIRU,VOH7DONV
witK0RUL5XVVLDQ/HDGHU'HQLHV1HJRWLDWLRQV8QGHU:D\WR5HWXUQ'LVSXWHG,VODQGV´
The Japan Times 4 September 2000: <http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/nn20000
904a2.html> (Accessed 22 February 2012).
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Neither of these wars was heroic in any sense, and neither was directly related to
the defence of the Motherland against the fascist invader and occupier.
Nevertheless, the officially supported patriotism and the demands to improve the
living conditions of war veterans have established a situation in which the
domestic use of the Great Patriotic War (to elevate war veterans) seems to cover
all veterans of the Second World War.
This logic has led also to the next step in defining the scope of the Great
Patriotic War. The symbolic importance of this term is an important resource in
GHILQLQJ DQG MXVWLI\LQJ 5XVVLD¶V FXUUHQW ERUGHUV LQFOXGLQJ the disputed Kurile
Islands. That is also the background of the initiative made in the Duma
concerning the new commemoration day to be celebrated on September 2nd²
The Day of the End of the Second World War²accepted by President
Medvedev on 25 -XO\,Q³7KH6HFRQG:RUOG:DU´VDPSOHWKLVLQLWLDWLYH
was reportHG LQ WKH DUWLFOH ³7KH 9LFWRU\¶V )inal Point Will Become a
CHOHEUDWLRQ´  E\Izvestiia. The article refers to the lack of a commemoration
day for the end of the Second World War, without mentioning the Kurile issue.
This silence partially reveals the generally known result of the war against Japan
DQG IURP 5XVVLD¶V YLHZSRLQW WKH .XULOH ,VODQGV DV ³QDWXUDO´ SDUW RI 5XVVLD
Interestingly, the initiator of the idea for a commemoration day, Sergei Sobianin,
points out in the article that it was Stalin who launched the original plan for a
commemoration day for the victory over Japan, and it was celebrated on
September 2nd. Thereafter Sobianin explains that the intention is to connect
Russia to the rest of Europe, in celebrating the end of the Second World War on
the day when Japan surrendered to Allied forces, and not to underline the war
against Japan. However, the reasoning behind the initiative in the Duma²
Sobianin points out²LV WR KLJKOLJKW WKH V\PEROLF VLJQLILFDQFH RI WKH GD\ ³WR
confirm the justification EHKLQG WKH 6RYLHW 8QLRQ¶V SDUWLFLSDWLRQ LQ WKH ZDU
DJDLQVW -DSDQ LQ DFFRUGDQFH ZLWK KHU UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV WR WKH DOOLHV´ )LQDOO\
Sobianin adds that although Japan is not mentioned in relation to this
FRPPHPRUDWLRQ GD\ ³\RX QR GRXEW XQGHUVWDQG ZLWK ZKRm we waged the
ZDU´ The deputy speaker of the Duma, Oleg Morozov, concerning the
GLVFXVVLRQRIWKLVLQLWLDWLYHLQWKH'XPDSRLQWHGRXWWKDW³DOOSDUWLFLSDQWVRIWKH
war against Japan are also included as participants of tKH*UHDW3DWULRWLF:DU´69
This statement shows brilliantly the overlapping but also contested relationship
of tKH *UHDW 3DWULRWLF :DU DQG WKH 6HFRQG :RUOG :DU LQ 5XVVLD¶V KLVWRU\
politics. Furthermore, it demonstrates how the content of these terms are
negotiated in time and space. In thiV FDVH 0RUR]RY¶V VWDWHPHQW LQFOXGHV WZR
messages: on the one hand, during the Second World War, the Soviet Union was
D³OHJLWLPDWH´SDUWRIWKHDOOLHGIRUFHVZLWKDOOWKHULJKWVWKDWWKLVJDYHKHUDQG
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Provide reference for these quotes.
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on the other, concerning the Great Patriotic War, the Kurile Islands are part of
WKHJUHDW5XVVLDQPRWKHUODQGUHGHHPHGE\WKHYHWHUDQV¶VDFULILFHV
7KH DUWLFOH ³%ULGJHV LQ Time and SSDFH´ E\ Ekspert (6), also written in
UHIHUVGLUHFWO\WR-DSDQ¶VSROLWLFDOclaims to LWV³1RUWKHUQ7HUULWRULHV´7KH
articOH GLVFXVVHV WKH GHFODUDWLRQ RI -DSDQ¶V SDUOLDPHQW, which demands control
RYHU WKH WZR LVODQGV ³LOOHJDOO\ RFFXSLHG E\ 5XVVLD´ 7KH IRFXV RI WKH ZKROH
article is to connect the Kurile question to the patriotic aspect of an indivisible
Russia (the Great Patriotic War) and its unchangeable borders (the contribution
of the Great Patriotic War to the Second World War) as confirmed by the final
result of the Second World War and the Allied agreements. The article brings
history politics to the fore as a resource in the dispute over the Kurile Islands
and in relations between Russia and Japan. The article refers several times to the
³LQWHUQDWLRQDO VFLHQWLILF FRQIHUHQFH´ DQG WKH SDUDGH KHOG RQ 6HSWHPEHU 2nd in
6RXWK 6DNKDOLQ DV DQ H[SUHVVLRQ RI 5XVVLD¶V KLVWRULFDO Uight to control these
areas. However, the context is not just the Second World War; the RussoJapanese War in 1904±1905 is also mentioned.
CONCLUSION
,W DSSHDUV WKDW ³7KH *UHDW 3DWULRWLF :DU´ LQ RXU GDWD LV D WHUP ZKLFK LV
SULQFLSDOO\ UHODWHG WR 5XVVLD¶V LQWHUQDO WUHDVXULQJ RI WKH ZDU¶V PHPRU\ ZKLFK
becomes apparent, on the one hand, through acute social policy issues, and, on
the other, through relatively ritualistic stories on annual Victory Day
celebrations. From the viewpoint of history politics, in both cases the major
V\PEROLF LPSRUWDQFH LV IRFXVHG RQ WKH YHWHUDQV %\ FRQWUDVW ³7KH 6HFRQG
:RUOG:DU´LVWKHWHUPthat DFWLYDWHV5XVVLD¶VIRUHLJQFRQFHUQVLQWHUPVRIWKH
ZDU¶V PHPRU\ DQG LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV RI LWV KLVWRU\ 7KH IUHTXHQF\ ZLWK ZKLFK
Stalin is PHQWLRQHG LQ WKHVH LWHPV XQGHU WKHVH VHDUFK WHUPV UHIOHFWV 5XVVLD¶V
public discussion between the 60th and 65th anniversaries of Victory Day, as the
following figure reveals:
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)LJXUH7KHIUHTXHQF\RIWKHPHQWLRQV³7KH*UHDW3DWULRWLF:DU´ XSSHUOLQH ³6WDOLQ´
(middle line), DQG³7KH6HFRQG:RUOG:DU´ ERWWRPOLQH LQ5XVVLD¶VFHQWUDOSUHVVDQG
central news agencies over the period 2005±2009. [Stalin needs to be capitalized on the
diagram]

,Q RXU VDPSOHV WKH DEVHQFH RI 6WDOLQ LQ ³7KH *UHDW 3DWULRWLF :DU´ DQG LWV
UHODWLYH SUHVHQFH LQ ³TKH 6HFRQG :RUOG :DU´ LV XQGHUVWDQGDEOH JLYHQ WKH
FDQRQL]HGGLPHQVLRQRU³RUWKRGR[\´RI5XVVLD¶VRIILFLDOKLVWRU\SROLWLFVDQGLWV
natural reluctance to raise any disturbing issues, and that of Stalin in particular.70
Accordingly, the usage of the Second World War is forced to acknowledge
6WDOLQ¶V UROH EXW WKHUH LV DQ DWWHPSW WR VHSDUDWH 6WDOLQ IURP WKH 6RYLHW-era¶V
KLVWRU\ SROLWLFV ,Q WKLV YHLQ WKLV UHVXOW LV FRPSDWLEOH ZLWK 0HGYHGHY¶V
evaluation of the meaning of the Victory as the triumph of the non-Soviet,
common Russian people (see above his interview in Izvestiia in 7 May 2010).
,Q OLJKW RI GRPHVWLF DQG IRUHLJQ DVSHFWV RI 5XVVLD¶V KLVWRU\ Solitics,
manifested by uses of the Great Patriotic War and the Second World War, the
issue of the Kurile Islands is a revealing case. Moreover, this case shows how
these terms are used in different ways when addressing different audiences. In
terms of the Kurile Islands and South Sakhalin, the Great Patriotic War is used
70

Indeed, there is DFOHDUFRUUHODWLRQEHWZHHQWKHGHVLJQDWLRQV³7KH*UHDW3DWULRWLF:DU´
DQG ³6WDOLQ´ DV ZHOO 7KH TXHU\ ZLWK WKH VHDUFK WHUPV ³7KH *UHDW 3DWULRWLF :DU´ DQG
³6WDOLQ´ GRFXPHQWV LQ ZKLFK ERWK DUH SUHVHQW  \LHOGHG D VLPLODU W\SH RI WRSLFV DV WKH
query with the VHDUFKWHUP³7KH6HFRQG:RUOG:DU´WKHIRUHLJQDVSHFWVRIWKHZDUDQG
various challenges in terms of history politics.
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to justif\WKHXQFRQWHVWHGERUGHUV YHWHUDQV¶VDFULILFHV LQ(DVW$VLDDQG5XVVLDQ
patriotic feelings and loyalty to the state whereas the Second World War is used
as an argument to bolster Russia¶V ERUGHU DUUDQJHPHQWV ZLWK -DSDQ DQG (DVW
Asia by pointing out that they had been confirmed internationally. At the same
WLPH LW DLPV WR GHILQH 5XVVLD¶V SRVLWLRQ DV DQ LQGLVSHQVDEOH PHPEHU RI WKH
$OOLHG)RUFHVLQWKH6HFRQG:RUOG:DUDQGPRUHLPSRUWDQWO\5XVVLD¶VFXUUHQW
role as a legitimate and prestigious actor in Europe as well as a European actor
in Asia. This means that within the framework of the Second World War, the
Kurile Islands are implicitly used as a resource to define 5XVVLD¶V UROH DV D
global player in international politics (USA and China), as a full member of the
8QLWHG 1DWLRQV¶ 6HFXULW\ &RXQFLO RQH RI WKH ELJ ZLQQHUV  DV ZHOO DV to
emphasize its current military might [unparallel structure] (nuclear weapons and
presence in all oceans) that extends Russia¶Vpower from Europe to Asia and the
Pacific.
The public usage of the Russian nomenclatures related to the Second World
War era demonstrates that these designations are anything but transparently
appearing synonyms. In fact, their deployment reveals acute history politics
UDPLILFDWLRQV LQ 3XWLQ¶V 5XVVLD, their differences, limits, and attempts at
reconciliation between national and transnational second world wars. In addition
to the usage of the Second World War, transnational discourses on the Second
World War era have forced Russia to redefine the usage of the Great Patriotic
War as well, used mainly for domestic patriotic consumption. [I would suggest
UHZULWLQJWKLVODVWVHQWHQFHEHFDXVH LW¶VSLYRWDOEXW XQFOHDU'R\RX PHDQWKDW
the GPW was used in the past for domestic consumption, but now requires a
ZLGHUDSSOLFDWLRQ"<RXDOVRQHHGWRYDU\WKHYHUEµXVH¶DQGQRXQµXVDJH¶

