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i      Preface 

The story of this thesis started during the study tour of Egypt for Egyptology students of the 

University of Helsinki as far back as 2009. My teacher, and the leader of the Workmen’s Huts in the 

Theban Mountains (WHTM) Project, Dr. Jaana Toivari-Viitala, asked me to join the project as a 

student trainee for the field season of 2011. I returned for the study season of spring 2012 and again 

in spring 2013. During the latter, I was given a set of stela fragments and ostraca to trace. At the 

time, I did not know I was working with my master’s thesis material, as the fragments were to be 

published by Toivari-Viitala and her team. She had planned the excavations to be published in four 

volumes, the first about the site and the huts, the second containing the text ostraca, the third the 

pictorial ostraca and the fourth the ceramic finds.1 Sadly, Jaana passed away suddenly in 2017 before 

the publication was completed. Later that year, I found the tracings in my notebook and presented 

them to my master’s thesis supervisor Dr. Patricia Berg. She encouraged me to publish them as (part 

of) my thesis. It seemed that these objects deserved to see the light of day in the form of a 

publication, so after some thought, I set to work.  

Writing a thesis on newly discovered archaeological objects presents its own challenges. The objects 

should be described and illustrated in detail and with good quality images, with information on their 

provenance and context. The challenges are increased, when the project has not been properly 

published and the leader of the project is no longer here to be consulted. Subsequently, finding 

information was reduced to putting together small pieces found here and there. Parts of the project 

findings might be published by the members the project: Elina Paulin-Grothe worked as the field 

director during the excavations, deputy field director Tanja Alsheimer and John Winfer measured and 

constructed a new map of the site, Dr. Pavel Onderka worked as the 2nd deputy field director, Annika 

Eklund studied the lithic pieces found in the area, Virpi Perunka studied the ceramic remains among 

other finds, Taina Koivistoinen studied the wall structures and floors, and Dr. Robert J. Demarée is 

working on the hieratic ostraca.   

All the finds of the excavation project were photographed by a professional photographer, Matjaz 

Kačičnik. I am indebted to him and his work to be able to present these photographs alongside my 

tracings, as they give a whole new insight into these objects. I am very grateful to Taina Koivistoinen 

for searching and finding these photographs and other files from the archives of Toivari-Viitala. Only 

a few photographs were not found and could not be included in this thesis. I also want to thank Dr. 

 
1 Toivari-Viitala 2013b, p. 11. 
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Melanie Wasmuth for her tireless efforts at keeping Egyptology alive and kicking at the University of 

Helsinki and for pushing us thesis makers onwards, and also the participants of the Egyptology Study 

Group she organizes, where I was able to present my ongoing thesis work and get feedback, 

inspiration and ideas. I also want to thank my dear friends Kati Mourujärvi and Anna Rajainmaa, as 

well as my brother Dr. Samuli Hemminki, for some last minute observations and assistance.  

A big thank you is owed to my supervisor Dr. Patricia Berg for her advice, patience and good humour 

during this project, which was started, paused and continued, all during a busy homelife with a 1-

year-old, then another baby and then the carousel with two energetic toddlers. I also want to thank 

the grandparents of our children for their help in getting some much-needed study-time. And last, 

but certainly not the least, a big thank you goes to my partner in life: without the love and support of 

my darling husband Eetu this thesis would not have been made.  

This thesis is dedicated to Jaana.  
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1 Introduction 

The main objective of this thesis is to present and publish a collection of limestone (and sandstone) 

objects with incised decoration. This is done by describing and illustrating the contents of the objects 

as a catalogue and plates, which are found as appendixes at the end of this thesis. The main research 

questions I hope to answer are: What is depicted on the objects? Can the objects be categorized 

according to these findings and what categories are found within the assemblage? To better 

understand the objects their context needs to be researched: Who were the makers of these 

objects? In what kind of place were they found and what is its relationship to the surrounding areas? 

These objects were found during the Workmen’s Huts in the Theban Mountains (WHTM) Project 

between 2008 and 2013. The excavations of the project took place at the Station de Repos site in the 

mountains above the Valley of the Kings, in modern day Luxor, Egypt. The WHTM project is at the 

time of writing not yet published properly. There are three preliminary reports concerning the 

excavations: for the seasons 2010, 2011–2012 and 2012–2013. There are no earlier reports of the 

first two seasons, and the report of 2012–2013 is no longer available online.2 The leader of the 

project, Dr. Jaana Toivari-Viitala (1964–2017), published two articles3 related to the project as well as 

short progress reports4 after each season in the journal of the Finnish Egyptological Society, Kirjuri. I 

also had the find sheets or fundblatts of these finds at my disposal as well as an excel sheet with a list 

of almost all the finds from the excavations. This thesis is not meant to give a detailed report of the 

excavations; however, an overview of the project and its findings is given in chapter 3, using the 

available sources. 

In this first chapter, I will present the aims of my thesis, discuss some methodological aspects and 

introduce my research material. In chapter 2, I will summarize previous research related to my 

material and thus give context to the objects. These objects do not exist and were not produced in a 

vacuum but are part of a larger family of objects found at Deir el-Medina, its surroundings and in the 

Valley of the Kings. Therefore, I will introduce the workmen and the village of Deir el-Medina and 

give an overview of the previous excavations there. I will also summarize the previous research of the 

Station de Repos site, namely the excavations of the Institut français d’archéologie orientale (the 

 
2 Due to changes on the website of the Finnish Egyptological Society, the original website of the project is no 
longer available. An out-of-date version is accessible at http://www.protsv.fi/fieldwork/engl/project.html. 
(Accessed: 15th September 2019).  
3 Toivari-Viitala, Jaana 2014a; Toivari-Viitala, Jaana 2014b. 
4 Toivari-Viitala 2009; Toivari-Viitala 2010; Toivari-Viitala 2011a; Toivari-Viitala 2012a; Toivari-Viitala 2012b; 
Toivari-Viitala 2013a; Toivari-Viitala 2013b. 
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French Archaeological Institute in Cairo, IFAO), led by Bernard Bruyère (1879–1971) in 1935. Because 

the Valley of the Kings has revealed a large number of similar huts, I have dedicated chapter 2.4 to 

them. In chapter 3, I will introduce the findplace of my material, the site of Station de Repos and 

summarize the WHTM project, what it was and what was discovered. In chapter 4, I will take a closer 

look at the object categories present in my assemblage, to further shed light on the purpose of these 

objects and what function they served in their society. Next, in chapter 5, I will present the 

preliminary observations and results I have made of the objects in my catalogue. I will discuss these 

in the following chapter 6 and present some limitations and considerations of my results. And finally, 

in chapter 7, I will draw the conclusions of the whole thesis. 

 

1.1 Methodological aspects 

This thesis is unorthodox in a way because the most important part, at least in my opinion, is in the 

appendix section: first the catalogue with descriptions of the objects and then the plates with 

tracings and photographs. I chose to follow the time-honoured tradition in Egyptology of publishing 

objects in this way even though presenting the illustrations of the objects directly in connection with 

the descriptions has its obvious advantages. Having all the images in their own section eases quick 

browsing and forming an overall picture of all the objects, as well as looking for a specific type of 

object. A closer study of one or more objects would be easier with the images in close proximity to 

the description, and this type of presentation would probably work better with a smaller assemblage.  

This thesis is based on my tracings5 of the incised objects and on the photographs6 of the pieces 

taken by photographer Matjaz Kačičnik. The tracings were done during the study season7 in spring 

2013 using semi-opaque tracing paper and pencil. As tracings and line drawings are subject to 

individual interpretation and style of drawing, some elements may have been ignored or 

misrepresented. For this reason, including photographs of these pieces was deemed essential.8 The 

tracings in the catalogue are presented as scanned versions of the drawn originals. Inking them out 

or making vector graphics of all of them would have demanded too much time. The illustrations are 

presented more or less in scale with some larger exceptions (O. WHTM 2, O. WHTM 193, O. WHTM 

 
5 The tracings of O. WHTM 600 and O. WHTM 402 recto are made by Toivari-Viitala. 
6 The photographs were taken during the study seasons spring 2012 and 2013 in a SCA magazine in less than 
ideal conditions and lighting. 
7 I use the term ‘field season’ for the archaeological and conservation work done at the Station de Repos in the 
autumn, and the term ‘study season’ for the after work and object study done at the magazines in the spring. 
8 Backhouse 2011, p. 26. A recent article covering different aspects of producing facsimiles of ancient Egyptian 
art is Strudwick 2015. 
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98, O. WHTM 379, and O.WHTM 736 which are all larger than the format used in this thesis (A4 

minus margins)). I will offer a scale for the largest ones for reference), and measurements are given 

for all in centimetres.  

Even though there is text on many of the objects in my assemblage, the transliteration and 

translation of the hieroglyphic texts was excluded from this thesis, except for some royal or divine 

names mentioned. These tasks were thought to be outside the scope of a master’s thesis in this case, 

as the study, description and illustration of these objects was in itself a time-consuming project.  

I attempted to describe the visual content of the objects in detail and yet not pursue an in-depth 

analysis or interpretation. Because the texts were decided to be left largely untranslated, the analysis 

was done chiefly according to the iconographic elements found and identified on the objects. With 

the help of comparative analysis, I have in some cases given tentative interpretations, if parallel 

motifs were found in my sources. Due to the fragmentary state of most pieces, the untranslated 

texts, and the purpose of this thesis as giving only basic descriptions, the iconographical analysis of 

the objects could not be taken very far. The art historical method of iconography was developed by 

Erwin Panofsky in three key works: Panofsky 1932, 1939 and 1955. Its main concern is the content or 

meaning of an image as opposed to its form or style.9 Its application in Egyptological research is 

explored by e.g. Maya Müller.10 First, the pictorial elements represented on the objects were 

identified. This was followed when possible by designating these basic elements or shapes as certain 

motifs, such as a shape as a person and the person as a female. This information is given in the 

category labelled ‘Contents’ in my catalogue. When I have ventured further than this, I have e.g. 

interpreted the female as a goddess or even further identified the goddess as Meretseger11. As these 

designations are dependent on interpretation and can in many cases be considered only tentative in 

this context, this information is given in the category called ‘Commentary’ in my catalogue.   

Working out what was depicted on the objects proved challenging from time to time. To gain the 

best results, I researched publications with similar objects, motifs and themes linked with the Deir el-

Medina community. Sometimes I succeeded, sometimes the motif did not become clear. No doubt 

some of these will be clear to a more expert eye, and I am sure there are errors in my descriptions 

 
9 Panofsky 1939, p. 3; Müller 2015, p. 78. 
10 Müller 2015.  
11 Meretseger was a snake-goddess with epithets like “Lady of the West”, “She (who) loves silence” and “The 
Lady of the Peak”. She was considered a protective goddess of the villagers and was often petitioned for food 
and safety. Lesko, L. 1994d, p. 90; Brunner-Traut 1979, p. 76. 
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and interpretations. Some of the objects would have deserved a more in-depth study, but that will 

have to be the objective of future endeavours. 

The basic description of the physical object is given in the category called ‘Description’ in my 

catalogue. Unfortunately, I was not aware that I was working with my thesis material when I had the 

actual objects in front of me, so I did not make more notes, for example on the conservation status 

of the pieces. Some of the information that could have been gleaned from the objects is doubtless 

lost when the study is done afterwards with two-dimensional representations. With that said, the 

main objective of this thesis is to make these objects accessible to the scientific community and 

hopefully I will succeed in this. Many of the objects have only a few lines, but some are more 

complex and hopefully will provide useful information for researchers of Deir el-Medina, Egyptian art 

history and private religious practise in Ancient Egypt.  

 

1.2 The research material 

The number of objects in my research material amounts to 192. The objects were chosen from 

amongst the finds of the WHTM excavations by Toivari-Viitala in 2013, as we were working at the 

magazines of the Ministry of State for Antiquities (MSA, the former Supreme Council of Antiquities 

(SCA)). The common denominator among the objects is that they are all done with incision on stone. 

The working title of the assemblage was ‘stela12 fragments’, but at closer inspection it is found that 

the pieces are not all from stelae. It must be stated that the assemblage does not include all incised 

objects found during the project, nor does it include all the ostraca13, not even all pictorial ostraca, or 

hieroglyphic pieces. The collection also does not include objects executed in a different technique, 

i.e. with a brush and paint. Two such pictorial ostraca are featured in articles by Toivari-Viitala.14 

Hieratic ostraca were excluded from this set, as Toivari-Viitala studied them herself together with 

Demarée. Neither does the collection include ceramic ostraca as they were meant to be studied by 

Virpi Perunka. One of them is featured in an article by Toivari-Viitala.15 I am not sure if all the objects 

in my assemblage were meant to be published, or if Toivari-Viitala was going to limit the number at a 

 
12 The term stela (stelae in plural form) is Latin and derives from the Greek word ‘stele’ and designates a stone 
(or wood) slab, often higher than it is wide. The surface of it can be decorated with text and/or images, incised 
or painted. Shaw & Nicholson 1995, pp. 278–279. 
13 The term ostracon (ostraca in plural) comes from the Greek word for a potsherd. In Egyptology, the term is 
used to designate not only such ceramic sherds but also similar flat limestone pieces, which were used as a 
cheap and readily available material for writing, painting, and carving. Brunner-Traut 1979, p. 1. 
14 Toivari-Viitala 2010, p. 11; Toivari-Viitala 2014a, p. 234, fig 1. 
15 Toivari-Viitala 2012b, p. 20. 
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later stage. However, it was decided to keep the original chosen set for my thesis and publish them 

all. After all, who knows which fragments might prove useful for future scholars as interests, research 

agendas and priorities vary and change through time.  

Many of the objects in my assemblage show simple lines or small parts of hieroglyphic texts or 

incised images. Some, though, are larger and more complete and offer new information about their 

makers and their activities. A few of the objects have decoration on multiple sides but most are 

decorated on one side only. Some of the pieces were found to belong together and were as a result 

glued together. The numbering of the pieces was not always corrected after this and new 

measurements were not always taken of the newly formed larger pieces. I have counted these as one 

number and given the information that was available. Several pieces were thought to form a group 

due to similarities in style, find place or material and were marked as a, b, c etc. under the same 

number. As these fragments are still separate pieces, and it is not certain that they form one whole 

object, I have counted and presented them as their own numbers. I have chosen to keep the original 

numbering of the pieces, i.e. the find numbers, to help the reader find the original pieces easier, if 

need be. The objects are stored in the SCA Carter magazine in Luxor.16 The objects are listed in 

numerical order, from the smallest to the largest number. The illustration of the objects is presented 

in the Plates, first as a tracing and then as a colour photograph when such was available. 

In the following chapter, I will introduce the previous study done on subjects closely related to my 

research material. First, I will turn to the scholars who have walked the path before me, and 

published collections of ostraca and stelae. 

 

2 Previous Research 

In the beginning I had a collection of tracings in a notebook. How does one organize these into a 

readable catalogue? What information should be gleaned from them, how should this information be 

represented and organized, and how should the tracings be presented? To answer these questions, it 

was necessary to research previous publications of similar material. These are introduced in the first 

subchapter. Next, it was necessary to get acquainted with the artists behind these objects, the 

workmen of Deir el-Medina and their village. The wealth of information we have of this one village is 

staggering, and this happy situation is the result of well-conducted archaeological excavations and 

 
16 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2012. p. 1. 
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their publications. The excavation history of Deir el-Medina and the site we are most interested in in 

this thesis, the Station de Repos, will be presented next. Finally, it quickly became clear that the huts 

studied at the Station de Repos were not unique. There are many similar constructions in the Valley 

of the Kings, which is why I thought it necessary to discuss these in the final subchapter of my 

research history.  

 

2.1 Previous publications of ostraca and stelae 

In order to start building the catalogue part of my thesis, I tried to find publications of decorated 

(preferably incised) and hieroglyphic ostraca and stelae, originating in Thebes or even better, in Deir 

el-Medina. During this research it was found that most publications of ostraca deal with either 

hieratic or pictorial ostraca which are both mainly executed with brush and pigment. Incised ostraca 

were found to be very marginal, with at best a few examples in the whole publication. For these 

reasons some of my parallels in the catalogue are from objects manufactured with a different 

technique. I do not find this an obstacle as such since the iconographical elements are quite similar in 

both. This list is not meant to be comprehensive and does not include all publications concerning 

these object types. They are merely the sources that were available to me and found useful for my 

thesis. 

The two publications that I must highlight in terms of their quality and thoroughness are Ramesside 

Ostraca by Robert J. Demarée (2002) and Arbeiterhütten im Tal der Könige by Andreas Dorn (2011).17 

Both of these include good quality photographs and line drawings of the objects. My catalogue is 

built upon these two examples and I followed their lead for example in my categories of description. 

Demarée publishes here the hieratic and pictorial ostraca of the Ramesside Period in the British 

museum, with, alas, only one object that has incised lines. Most of the objects’ provenance is in the 

area of Thebes, though some could not be confidently placed and approximately 10% were from 

outside the Theban area. Dorn’s monumental publication in three volumes addresses the workmen’s 

huts found near KV 18, i.e. the tomb of Ramesses X in the Valley of the Kings, and related finds 

including ostraca (a number of them incised) and stela fragments. More information on these huts is 

to be found in chapter 2.5. 

There are a limited number of other publications concerning ostraca and pictorial ostraca in 

particular. The first ostraca published were the ones in the Cairo museum as early as 1901 by 

 
17 Demarée 2002; Dorn 2011.  
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Georges Daressy in Catalogue Général des Antiquités Égyptiennes du Musée du Caire.18 Most of the 

objects are from the Theban area and especially Deir el-Medina and its environs. The catalogue 

offers quite short descriptions but also the texts in hieroglyphic writing. The objects include all types 

of ostraca: pictorial, hieratic and hieroglyphic. The ostraca are illustrated as photographs which is 

astonishing given the early date of the publication. 

Another comprehensive publication of this object type was done by Jeanne Vandier d’Abbadie. She 

published a great number of pictorial ostraca found by IFAO at Deir el-Medina in Ostraca Figurés de 

Deir el Médineh, published in the Documents de fouilles de l’Institut français d’archéologie (DFIFAO) 

in four parts between 1936 and 1959.19 The objects were given quite brief descriptions and the 

images were mostly drawn and painted – though beautiful in their own right, the lack of detailed line 

drawings or photographs of the objects makes their study somewhat difficult. The publication work 

of the pictorial ostraca in the collection of IFAO was continued by Annie Gasse in 1986.20 The similarly 

named publication features 273 pictorial ostraca with short descriptions. The objects are mostly 

illustrated in black and white photographs, with 11 line drawings and 6 painted examples.21 

Another great woman behind ostraca studies was Prof. Dr. Emma Brunner-Traut, who published the 

pictorial ostraca from the Gayer-Anderson Collection in the Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge as well 

as from the German museums in another monograph.22 The first mentioned publication, Egyptian 

Artists’ Sketches: Figured Ostraka from the Gayer-Anderson Collection in the Fitzwilliam Museum, 

Cambridge (1979) features many incised ostraca, almost half of the objects, with informative 

descriptions and happily illustrated mainly as photographs. Most of the objects are said to originate 

in Deir el Medina, although the provenance of the objects is in most cases uncertain.23 The latter 

publication, Die altägyptischen Scherbenbilder (Bildostraka) der Deutschen Museen und Sammlungen 

(1956) offers line drawings of most objects (some incised) as well as a few photographs and quite 

short descriptions of the objects. Most of the objects originate from the Theban necropolis.  

Another part of the Gayer-Anderson collection was given to the Museum of Mediterranean and Near 

Eastern Antiquities, Medelhavsmuseet, in Stockholm. The pictorial ostraca were published by Bengt 

E. J. Peterson in Zeichnungen aus einer Totenstad. Bildostraka aus Theben-West ihre Fundplätze, 

Themata und Zweckbereiche mitsamt einem Katalog der Gayer-Anderson-Sammlung in Stockholm 

 
18 Daressy 1901.  
19 Vandier d’Abbadie 1936, 1937, 1946 and 1959. 
20 Gasse 1986. 
21 IFAO has published a list of ostraca in their collections online: 
http://www.ifao.egnet.net/bases/archives/ostraca/ (Accessed 21st November 2019). 
22 Brunner-Traut 1979 and 1956. 
23 Brunner-Traut 1979, p. 81. 
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(1973).24 The ostraca are given basic descriptions and are illustrated with black and white 

photographs, the publication features few examples executed with incised lines as well.25 In addition 

to publishing the pictorial ostraca, Peterson also studied the themes occurring on pictorial ostraca 

and their relation to their findspots, as well as giving a short introduction to similar ostraca in other 

European collections. 

The pictorial ostraca in the Petrie Museum of Egyptology at University College London were 

published by Anthea Page.26 The publication includes line drawings (of regrettably unclear nature as 

pointed out by Peck27) and descriptions of the objects with a couple of photographs. Only one 

ostracon out of the 82 published here shows incised lines. 

Regarding publications of stelae, one might start with the colossal series published by the British 

Museum, i.e. the Hieroglyphic Texts from Egyptian Stelae etc, with 12 volumes published so far, the 

first in 1911 and the latest in 1993.28 The ones of interest regarding Deir el-Medina are the last four 

volumes. The objects are described in detail and are illustrated both by line drawings and 

photographs. Overall, the publications of stelae are too numerous to be mentioned here, but I will 

give a few more examples, which were used in the making of this thesis.29 

The stelae and other epigraphic finds from Deir el-Medina, deposited in the Turin Museum (and 

some still in magazines at Deir el-Medina), are published in Stele e Altre Epigrafi di Deir el Medina n. 

50001 – n. 50262 by Mario Tosi and Alessandro Roccati (1972).30 This large publication is often 

referenced but hardly ever mentioned otherwise in later Egyptological research. Possibly this is due 

to a language barrier, as most other studies are done in English, French and German. It includes 

descriptions and good quality photographs of the objects: stelae, stela fragments, as well as 

fragments of architectural features.  

Harry M. Stewart’s Egyptian Stelae, Reliefs and Paintings from the Petrie Collection (1976) publishes 

over two hundred incised objects from the Petrie Museum of Egyptology at University College, 

London.31 Of interest pertaining to stelae are the two chapters dealing with funerary and votive 

 
24 Peterson 1973. 
25 The ostraca in the Medelhavsmuseet, published by Peterson, are available online with high quality 
photographs at http://collections.smvk.se/carlotta-mhm/web/object/4265941/REFERENCES/57810 (Accessed 
25th April 2020). 
26 Page 1983.  
27 Peck 1985, pp. 14–16.  
28 British Museum 1911–1922; Hall 1925; Edwards 1939; James 1970; Bierbrier 1982, 1987, 1993. 
29 For a thorough bibliography of stelae publications, I recommend the one in Martin et al. 2012, pp. 191–193.  
30 Tosi & Roccati 1972. 
31 Stewart 1976. 
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stelae.32 The objects are dated to the New Kingdom, but only part of them are attributed to Thebes 

and to Deir el-Medina. The objects are given a basic description with translations of the texts, and 

the illustration is done by line drawings with only three photographs.  

Robert J. Demarée published the Ah iqr n Ra-stelae from Deir el-Medina in 1983.33 These stelae were 

used for ancestor worship and were usually placed in the private houses in Deir el-Medina.34 The 

stelae receive an in-depth analysis; their meaning and function is explored as well as their contents 

thoroughly described. The stelae are depicted mostly as line drawings with some photographs. Most 

of the objects are executed in relief. 

Even though not a publication of a group of objects as such, I might mention Dr. Karen Exell’s 

Soldiers, Sailors and Sandalmakers. A Social Reading of Ramesside Period Votive Stelae (2009).35 She 

explores the social aspects that can be gleaned from a large portion of Deir el-Medina votive stelae. 

The stelae are listed in an appendix with short details and there are a couple of colour photographs 

to illustrate some aspects investigated. 

Now as the foundations built by other scholars have been laid down, I will start my journey into the 

context of my objects. First, I will introduce the makers of the objects in my assemblage, i.e. the 

inhabitants of the village of Deir el-Medina. 

 

2.2 The village and workmen of Deir el-Medina 

The village of Deir el-Medina is situated on the border of the desert, in a small valley behind the hill 

of Qurnet Murai, on the West bank of modern Luxor, ancient Thebes. The village was built to house 

the artisans who worked on the royal tombs in the Valley of the Kings and the Valley of the Queens 

during the New Kingdom (ca. 1539–1077 BC).36 There are 68 houses still visible today, and they 

accommodated the workmen and their families.37 The houses were surrounded by a wall, while 

another 40 to 50 houses lay outside the wall.38 The number of houses varied through time, 

 
32 Stewart 1976, funerary stelae pp. 23–35, pl. 13–27, votive stelae pp. 36–51, pl. 28–41. 
33 Demarée 1983. 
34 Demarée 1983, pp. 279–283. 
35 Exell 2009. The original PhD thesis of the same material is found online, http://etheses.dur.ac.uk/2631/; 
(Accessed 7th September 2019). 
36 For dating and chronology, see Hornung 2006. 
37 Toivari 2000, pp. 6–7; Toivari-Viitala 2011, p. 1; Berg 2014, pp. 32–33; Bierbrier 1989, p. 65. There were 70 
houses visible at the time when the village proper was excavated by the IFAO in 1934–1935. Bruyère 1939, p. 
16.   
38 Bruyère 1939, p. 16; Bierbrier 1989, p. 65; Berg 2014, p. 33.  
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depending on the size of the population and the need of the villagers, but was restrained by the 

enclosure wall.39 The valley of Deir el-Medina also contains the tombs of the generations of workmen 

and their families. The 18th Dynasty (ca. 1539–1292 BC) tombs are mainly simple shaft tombs and 

situated to the east of the village, while the 19th (1292–1191 BC) to 20th Dynasty (1190–1077 BC) 

tombs were cut into the cliff face west of the village and on the lower slopes of these hills.40 Also, 

several temples, chapels and smaller votive chapels were built north and north-east of the village.41 

The village was established in the 18th Dynasty, the first datable objects found are mud bricks 

stamped with the cartouche of Thutmose I (1493–1483 BC).42 However, the villagers worshipped his 

predecessor, Amenhotep I (1514–1494 BC) and his mother Ahmose-Nefertari, which indicates that 

they had some profound influence on the founding of the workcrew and/or the settlement.43 The 

village continued to be inhabited until the reign of Ramesses XI (ca. 1106–1077 BC) of the 20th 

Dynasty, so the timespan for the village is over 400 years.44 During the Amarna period (1353–1336 

BC) the official role of the village as the housing of the builders of royal tombs ceased, but the village 

still continued to be at least partly inhabited. It is unclear if some, all or none of the artisans were 

moved to the new capital of Akhetaten to work on the tombs of the royal family there.45 After the 

Amarna period, the kings’ tombs were again built in the Valley of the Kings, and the village and crew 

were reorganized and expanded during the reign of Horemheb (1319–1292 BC).46 From the 19th and 

20th Dynasties a large amount of documents have survived to our day, giving a rare glimpse into the 

everyday life of these ancient Egyptians.47 The inhabitants moved from Deir el-Medina during the 

20th Dynasty, after which the site was still considered sacred and was used for burials and religious 

devotion.48 During the Ptolemaic Period (305–30 BC), a sandstone temple dedicated to Hathor was 

 
39 Bruyère 1939, p. 16; Toivari 2000, p. 6; Toivari-Viitala 2011, pp. 4–5; Berg 2014, p. 33. 
40 Bruyère 1924, 1925, 1926, 1927, 1928, 1929, 1933, 1934 and 1937; Bierbrier 1989, p. 55; Exell 2009, p. 15. 
41 Bierbrier 1989, p. 85. Toivari-Viitala 2011, pp. 2, 7–10, fig. 1. 
42 Bonnet et Valbelle 1975, pp. 435 ff., pl. LXVI; Toivari-Viitala 2014, p. 4. 
43 Toivari 2000, p. 6; Bierbrier 1989, p. 14; Peet 1930, pp. 11–12. Possibly Amenhotep I founded the gang of 
workmen, but not the village itself, see, for example, Bierbrier 1989, pp. 91–93. 
44 Toivari 2000, p. 7; Toivari-Viitala 2011, p. 4. 
45 Toivari 2000, p. 6; Bierbrier 1989, pp. 22–23; Toivari-Viitala 2011, p. 4; Černý 2004, pp. 50–52; Berg 2014, pp. 
32–33; Babcock 2014, p. 38; McDowell 2001, p. 20. 
46 Berg 2014, p. 33; Ventura 1986, p. 54; Bierbrier 1984, p. 65; Valbelle 1985a, pp. 25, 160–163. 
47 Haring 2006, p. 111. 
48 Berg 2014, p. 33; McDowell 2001, p. 4; Toivari-Viitala 2011, pp. 1–2, 4–6. It is still debated when and why the 
village was abandoned and where the workmen moved to. The nearby temple area of Medinet Habu has been 
suggested as the place, and the increasing presence of Libyans as the cause. See for example, Valbelle 1985a, 
pp. 123–125; McDowell 2001, p. 23. The latter theory is contested by Häggman, see Häggman 2002, pp. 321–
323, 288–308. Possibly the abandonment of the village resulted from the changed burial practices of the 21st 
Dynasty rulers, ending the need for a workmen’s community close to the Valley of the Kings. See for example 
Weiss 2009, pp. 193–194. 
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built on the site of an earlier chapel dated to the reign of Ramesses II (1279–1213 BC).49 It was 

started by Ptolemy IV Philopator (221–205 BC) and continued and expanded by his successors. A 

small chapel was added to it in Roman times. The temple was later converted into a Coptic church, 

and an adjoining monastery was added sometime before the final abandonment of the area in the 

8th or 9th century AD.50 

The modern name Deir el-Medina comes from Arabic and means ’monastery of the town’. The term 

originates in the Coptic use of the area.51 The workmen themselves called their village pA dmi ’the 

village’ and the administrative unit that encompassed the area of the royal necropolis and the village 

settlement as st mAat ’Place of Truth’ in hieroglyphic inscriptions and pA xr ‘the Tomb’ or ‘the 

Necropolis’ in administrative texts.52 The group of workmen was called tA ist n pA xr “the crew of the 

Tomb/the Necropolis”.53 The workers called themselves sDm-aS m st-mAat which literally translates 

as ’he who hears the call in the Place of Truth’ or as it is often translated: “servant in the Place of 

Truth”.54  

The number of workmen varied through time, the lowest being about 30 in the later years of the long 

reign of Ramesses II, the highest about 120 during the reign of Ramesses IV, the average would have 

been 50 to 60 men.55 The crew was divided into two groups: “the right side” and “the left side”. Each 

side was headed by its own chief workman.56 These two chief workmen together with the necropolis 

scribe formed the “three captains” who lead the crew’s work.57 The village housed at least one scribe 

during the 19th and two or more in the 20th Dynasty.58 The crew also had deputies of the crew59 and 

chief draftsmen60, one for each side. The workmen included the sculptors, draftsmen, and painters 

who decorated the tombs, and the quarrymen or stonecutters who excavated the royal tombs.61 

There were also younger members to the work crew; striplings, boys and children of the tomb, some 

 
49 Toivari-Viitala 2011, p. 3; Bierbrier 1989, pp. 121, 125; McDowell 2001, pp. 14–15.  
50 Toivari-Viitala 2011, p. 3; Bierbrier 1989, pp. 121, 125. 
51 Bierbrier 1989, p. 125; Toivari-Viitala 2011, p. 1. 
52 The translation and the meaning of these terms is as yet not set in stone. For discussion on the term st mAat, 
see for example Toivari 2000, p. 7; Toivari-Viitala 2011, p. 3; Černý 2001, pp. 29 ff; Ventura 1986, pp. 38–63. 
For discussion on the term pA xr, see for example Toivari-Viitala 2011, p. 1; Černý 2001, pp. 6–67; Davies 2018, 
p. xvii. See also Ventura 1986, pp. 1–37.  
53 Černý 2001, p. 99; Davies 2018, p. xvii; Toivari 2000, p. 9, fig. 1. 
54 Černý 2001, p. 29; Davies 2018, p. xvii. 
55 Lesko, L. 1994c, pp. 11–12; Černý 2001, pp. 103–108. 
56 Černý 2001, pp. 101–102, 121–132; Davies 2018, p. xvii; Toivari 2000, p. 9, fig. 1. 
57 Černý 2001, pp. 231–243; Soliman 2016, p. 3; Davies 2018, p. xvii; Lesko, B. 1994, pp. 18–19.  
58 Lesko, L. 1994c, pp. 11–12; Soliman 2016, p. 3. 
59 Černý 2001, pp. 133–147; Toivari 2000, p. 9, fig. 1. 
60 Černý 2001, pp. 191–193; Valbelle 1985a, p. 110; Toivari 2000, p. 9, fig. 1. 
61 Lesko, L. 1994c, pp. 11–12; Soliman 2016, p. 3. 
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of whom accompanied the men to work and hoped to learn skills in order to secure a post in the 

crew.62 

The work week of the Deir el-Medina workmen consisted of ten days with one or two days off. The 

workmen sometimes took longer “weekends” or were off duty because of a religious festival or 

sickness. While the workmen were working in the Valley of the Kings, they would not return to the 

village each night, but would spend their time off duty and the night closer to their workplace, at the 

Station de Repos.63 I will discuss the Station de Repos site in more detail in chapter 3. 

The village of Deir el-Medina can be considered exceptional in many aspects, one of them being the 

level of education and literacy among the villagers. Most other villages were centred on agriculture, 

the culture was predominantly oral, and the general level of literacy has been estimated at about 

1 %.64 In Deir el-Medina, many of the inhabitants were involved in the administration and making of 

royal funerary tombs as artists, foremen and scribes. These occupations required training in reading 

and writing. It has been suggested that as much as 40 % of the male population of Deir el-Medina 

were literate, in varying degrees, during the late Ramesside Period.65 In addition to the literate men, 

also a number of women were able to read and even to write.66 Apart from being exceptionally 

literate, the workmen were also highly skilled in their work. I will discuss teaching in Deir el-Medina 

more in chapter 4.3.  

The unusual work the crew did, constructing and decorating the tombs of royalty, in an isolated and 

more or less restricted necropolis area, for generations, resulted in a closely knit, educated society, 

different from the general population and distinct from the educated elite.67 The wealth of survived 

sources from the village and its surroundings is impressive, but it must be kept in mind that it may 

not be very representative when regarding other areas and other populations even during the same 

time period in ancient Egypt. The unusually large amount of information from the site of Deir el-

 
62 Černý 2001, pp. 113–120; Toivari 2000, p. 9, fig. 1. See also Ventura 1986, pp. 35–37, for a discussion of the 
term ms xr, translated by Černý as “child of (the) Tomb”. 
63 Bierbrier 1989, pp. 52–53; Homepage of The MISR-project by the University of Basel, section on workmen’s 
huts: https://aegyptologie.philhist.unibas.ch/de/forschung/forschungsprojekte/misr-mission-siptah-ramses-
x/arbeiterhuetten/ (Accessed 7th October 2019); Lesko, L 1994d, p. 93; McDowell 2001, p. 8. In Egyptological 
literature, this area is varyingly called “rest houses”, “village du col”, “Station de Repos” or even “Station de 
Repos du col”. 
64 Baines & Eyre 1983, pp. 67, 86–91. This view is contested in for example Lesko 1990, pp. 656–659 and 
Janssen 1992, pp. 81–94. On the oral culture of Deir el-Medina, see for example Haring 2003. 
65 Haring 2018, p. 234; Babcock 2014, p. 33; McDowell 2001, p. 4; Lesko, L. 1994b, p. 135. Others suggest a 
smaller percentage of 25–30% of the adult male workforce. Baines & Eyre 1983, p. 90. Janssen suggests an 
even higher estimate, that almost the entire male population of the village were either fully or semi-literate. 
Janssen 1992, pp. 81–84. 
66 Toivari 2000, pp. 176–177; Janssen 1992, pp. 81–91. 
67 Babcock 2014, p. 33; Exell 2006, pp. 56–57. 
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Medina (and to a lesser extent Station de Repos) is the result of a long history of exploration and 

excavations. I will summarize these in the following chapter. 

 

2.3 Earlier excavations at Deir el-Medina 

In the village proper of Deir el-Medina, much was happening already in the 19th century AD. Early 

treasure hunters purchased objects via native dealers and sold them to museums and collectors. The 

first scientific excavations were conducted in 1905, 1906 and 1909 by Ernesto Schiaparelli for the 

Egyptian Museum of Turin.68 In 1906, he found the intact tomb of the foreman Kha and his wife 

Meryt (TT 8), which was published in 1928.69 Émile Baraize worked at the Ptolemaic temple of Hathor 

between 1909 and 1912 and his findings are published in the Annales du Service des Antiquités de 

l’Égypte in 1914.70 After Baraize, Deir el-Medina was excavated by Georg Möller for the Berlin 

Museum in 1913. A publication of these excavations was done in 1943 by Rudolf Anthes, based on 

Möller’s notes.71   

After the Germans, the archaeological concession at Deir el-Medina was given to the IFAO, at the 

latest in 1917.72 At first work at the site was headed by Jacques Théodore Jules Lecomte Du Nouÿ and 

Henri Gauthier between 1915 and 1918 and by Charles Kuentz and Louis Saint-Paul Girard in 1919–

1921.73 Bernard Bruyère headed the work from 1922 to 1940 and again after World War II from 1945 

to 1951.74 Bruyère’s work is published in several volumes. He published a detailed report after each 

field season in the Rapports préliminaires de fouilles de l’IFAO (1924–1953), part of the series 

Fouilles de l’Institut français d’archéologie orientale (FIFAO).75 There are also four excavation 

notebooks or carnets de fouilles of Bruyère: 1 (1922–1925), 2 (1926–1930), 3 (1931–1938), and 4 

(1939–1951), which can now be viewed online.76 Bruyère also published the painted scenes and 

hieroglyphic texts found in tombs as well as the inscribed objects found during the excavations in the 

 
68 See a recent article about these excavations: Del Vesco and Poole 2018. 
69 Schiaparelli 1928; Exell 2006, pp. 33–34. 
70 Baraize 1914, pp. 19–42; Exell 2006, pp. 33–34; Bierbrier 1982, pp. 140–141; McDowell 1999, pp. 24–25. 
71 Anthes, R. 1943, pp. 1–72; Bierbrier 1982, p. 141; McDowell 1999, pp. 24–25. 
72 IFAO homepage: https://www.ifao.egnet.net/archeologie/deir-el-medina/ (Accessed 6th October 2019). See 
also Gobeil 2015, pp. 2, 4, where the year is given as 1914. 
73 Gauthier 1917 and 1920; Bruyère & Kuentz 1926; Bruyère 1939, p. 238, pl. XXVI–XXVII; Gobeil 2015, p. 2–3.  
74 Exell 2006, pp. 33–34. 
75 Bruyère 1924, 1925, 1926, 1927, 1928, 1929, 1930, 1933, 1934, 1937a–b, 1939, 1948, 1952b–d, 1953; Gobeil 
2015, pp. 2–3; Exell 2006, pp. 33–34. 
76 Archives of Bernard Bruyère (1879–1971) at IFAO: ifao.egnet.net/bases/archives/bruyere/ (Accessed 20th 
November 2019).  
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Mémoires de l’IFAO (MIFAO) and the Documents de fouilles (DFIFAO).77 Jaroslav Černý studied the 

hieratic documents, both ostraca and papyri, and hieroglyphic texts on monuments in situ.78 His 

archive is kept at the Griffiths Institute at Oxford.79 Georges Posener published the literary ostraca 

found at the site.80   

In 1935, Bruyère excavated the village of Deir el-Medina itself as well as the Station de Repos.81 After 

Bruyère, the next person to undertake archaeological work in the village was Georges Castel in 1970. 

He supervised an archaeological survey to the north of the hill of Qurnet Murai, and another at the 

foot of its southwestern slope, close to the modern houses of Qurnet Murai. The report is published 

in the FIFAO.82 After Castel, Charles Bonnet and Dominique Valbelle took up the work on the site in 

1974–1975. Their work is published in the BIFAO.83 During 2004–2006 archaeological work was 

undertaken in the area of the Great Pit, led by Guillemette Andreu. In addition to this, the IFAO has 

carried out some conservation work on the entire site since the year 2000.84  

 

2.4 Earlier excavations at the Station de Repos  

The Station de Repos area was originally excavated in April 1935 by the IFAO, led by Bernard Bruyère. 

During this one excavation season, he and his team investigated an area of about 3900 m2. They 

found 78 structures called workmen’s huts, built with rough local stones and dated to the 19th and 

20th Dynasties. The site, the excavations and the finds were published in an excavation report in 

1939.85 The finds were published with a varying degree of information. Some of the finds were better 

documented, others received only minimal attention in the report. In addition, there was some 

unspecified restauration work done on the walls of the huts and the small chapel.86 

The Station de Repos site consists of three clusters of huts called the North, the East, and the West 

groups. Bruyère suggested that at the site may have originally been one large agglomeration with a 

north-south central path dividing it in the middle. The long period of abandonment and occasional 

 
77 Bruyère 1929–1930, 1952a, 1959; Bruyère & Kuentz 1926; Černy, Bruyère & Clère 1949; Gobeil 2015, pp. 2–
3. 
78 Černy 1935a, 1937a–b, 1939a, 1951, 1956, 1970, 1978, 1986, 2004; Gobeil 2015, pp. 2–3. 
79 Gobeil 2015, pp. 2–3. 
80 Posener 1934–1980; Bierbrier 1982, p. 143, photograph 98.  
81 Bruyère 1939, pp. 345–364, pl. XXXV–XL; Gobeil 2015, p. 11.  
82 Castel et Meeks 1980; Gobeil 2015, p. 16. 
83 Bonnet & Valbelle 1975, pp. 429–446; Bonnet & Valbelle 1976, pp. 317–342; Gobeil 2015, p. 16.  
84 Gobeil 2015, p. 17.  
85 Bruyère 1939, pp. 345–364, pl. XXXV–XL; Toivari-Viitala 2014, pp. 191–192. 
86 Bruyère 1939, p. 347; Toivari-Viitala 2014, pp. 191–192. 
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use, lack of supervision and centuries or even millennia of clandestine diggers and passers-by may 

have resulted in some of the huts being lost, especially in the middle where the trail passes the 

area.87   

The huts are huddled together with joint walls, with no alleys to divide them and no apparent order, 

symmetry or orientation. The huts seem to have been divided among the workmen and marked with 

their names as multiple inscribed limestone seats were found by Bruyère.88 A hut usually contained 

two rooms: the first contained the limestone seat, the second a bed.89 Several limestone neckrests 

were also found inside the huts.90 The building material, rough limestone blocks and flakes, was easy 

to find in the mountains. There are traces of mortar and plaster on the lower parts of the walls, 

which suggests that the inside walls were originally plastered.91 The walls were 35–50 cm wide and 

no more than two metres high. The roofs may have been made of branches, which were found in 

some rooms, and weighed down with flat stones against the wind.92 At least some of the doors were 

framed by limestone, some of them inscribed, and possibly had closable doorpanels.93 The rooms 

were very small and built to offer the workmen basic shelter. Bruyère’s team found no traces of 

fireplaces, concentration of ceramics nor water stations and assumed that the workmen did not cook 

at the site, but brought with them whatever food and drink they needed for the night.94 The men 

used their free time doing engraving and sculpture, of which Bruyère found proof in the form of 

statues and stelae completed or sketched, inside the huts.95  

There is also a small chapel at the south end of the settlement, with only one room or naos. It is built 

against the mountain wall at the foot of the cliff that rises up to el-Qurn. From the graffiti by the 

scribe Kenherkhepeshef and his family, found on the cliff face near the chapel, and the chapel’s 

orientation towards the great temple of Karnak on the other side of the Nile, Bruyère attributed this 

chapel to Amun and more specifically to Amun of the Happy Encounter.96 There are also more than 

50 small shrines close to the site, on the slopes of el-Qurn, which demonstrate widespread religious 

activity among the workmen.97 

 
87 Bruyère 1939, pp. 346–347. 
88 Bruyère 1939, pp. 345–350. 
89 Bruyère 1939, p. 348. 
90 Bruyère 1939, p. 363. 
91 Bruyère 1939, p. 349. 
92 Bruyère 1939, p. 349. 
93 Bruyère 1939, p. 349. 
94 Bruyère 1939, pp. 349–350. 
95 Bruyère 1939, p. 350. 
96 Bruyère 1939, pp. 350–352, “Amun de la bonne rencontre”. 
97 Lesko, L. 1994d, p. 93; Davies 1935–38, pp. 241–250. 
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The Station de Repos site had seen no continuation of archaeological work since Bruyère, until the 

WHTM project started its work in 2008. A description of the site and the WHTM project is given in 

chapter 3. 

In addition to the archaeological work done in the village proper and its immediate surroundings, 

excavations in the Valley of the Kings have revealed important information on the workmen of Deir 

el-Medina. The workmen’s huts at the Station de Repos are by no means unique; more workmen’s 

huts have been found in the Valley of the Kings, and I will discuss these briefly in the next chapter. 

 

2.5 Workmen’s huts in the Valley of the Kings 

The Valley of the Kings is divided into two main branches: the East Valley, or Wadi Biban el-Muluk, 

where most of the royal tombs were built between the 18th and the 20th Dynasties, and the West 

Valley, or Wadi Biban el-Gouroud, which was sparingly used during the 18th Dynasty.98 Both valleys 

have seen plenty of exploration, exploitation and archaeological activity, the East Valley in particular. 

Many similar structures of small roughly built stone-huts that are encountered at the Station de 

Repos have been found in both valleys. The function of these huts is still somewhat debated; were 

they places of temporary housing or shelters for tools and raw materials?99 

Starting with the western valley, Bruyère mentions in his report covering the excavations of the 

Station de Repos, that there are similar huts in the West Valley.100 The University of Arizona Egyptian 

Expedition (UAEE) and its Western Valley of the Kings Project between 1989–2002, headed by Dr. 

Richard H. Wilkinson, reported “a large area covered by the remains of workmen’s stone huts” in 

front of tombs WV 25 and WV 24.101 Later, the MSA found multiple workmen’s huts in the western 

valley’s southern canyon, and (re-)excavated the huts close to WV 25.102 The MSA found foundation 

deposits under the latter huts.103 Dr. Andreas Dorn mentions huts in the western valley, close to the 

grave of Ay (WV 23).104 The Waseda University’s Egyptian Expedition and its Western Valley of the 

 
98 Reeves & Wilkinson 1996, pp. 6–11. 
99 Homepage of The MISR-project by the University of Basel, section on workmen’s huts: 
https://aegyptologie.philhist.unibas.ch/de/forschung/forschungsprojekte/misr-mission-siptah-ramses-
x/arbeiterhuetten/ (Accessed 7th October 2019); Dorn 2011, pp. 211–213; Eyre 2013, pp. 317–319; Cross 2014, 
p. 133.  
100 Bruyère 1939, p. 346. 
101 Harwood 2013, p. 50, also fig. 6. on p. 51.  
102 Afifi & Dash 2015, pp. 1, 11. 
103 Afifi & Dash 2015, pp. 3–11. 
104 Dorn 2011, p. 176, referring to Schaden 1991 & Wilkinson 1991, both in KMT 2:3, which I was unable to 
obtain for this thesis. 
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Kings Project, led by Prof. Dr. Sakuji Yoshimura, uncovered workmen’s huts between WV 22 and WV 

A.105 

There are many huts found in the East Valley, I will introduce them starting with the central area of 

the valley and then moving on to smaller branches.   

Howard Carter found huts in front of tomb KV 9 (Ramesses VI), both to the south and to the north of 

the entrance. These huts date to the reigns of Ramesses V and Ramesses VI.106 The huts were part of 

a larger agglomeration that continued to the other side of the valley bed. Underneath one of the 

huts close to KV 9, he found the entrance to Tutankhamun’s tomb (KV 62).107 A plan was drawn of 

the huts, before Carter’s team removed the walls.108  

More workmen’s huts have been uncovered in recent excavations by Dr. Otto J. Schaden and the 

University of Memphis, in collaboration with the MSA, during the mission Amenmesse Tomb Project 

(KV 10). The mission found 19th Dynasty huts in the entrance area of KV 10, which led to the 

discovery of tomb KV 63 beneath them.109  

Also, Nicholas Reeves and the Amarna Royal Tombs Project have excavated some workmen’s huts in 

the area between KV 9 (Ramesses VI), KV 11 (Ramesses III) and KV 57 (Horemheb). The huts were 

dated to the 20th Dynasty and were linked with the huts found by Carter.110 Edward Ayrton 

excavating for Theodore M. Davis found workmen’s huts near the tomb of Sety I (KV 17), KV 18 

(Ramesses X) and KV 21, as well as above the entrance to the tomb KV 53 already at the start of the 

20th century.111 In 1909, E. Harold Jones, another archaeologist employed by Theodore M. Davis, 

reported a series of workmen’s huts near KV 36.112  

 
105 Kondo 1995, p. 32.  
106 Reeves 1990, p. 61. 
107 The diaries and journals of Howard Carter are published online by the Griffith Institute, Oxford. 
http://www.griffith.ox.ac.uk/gri/4sea1not.html & http://www.griffith.ox.ac.uk/gri/gif-
files/Carter_i_G_52right.jpg (Accessed: 4th November 2019). 
108 Carter’s diary, Wednesday, November 1st 1922 at http://www.griffith.ox.ac.uk/gri/4sea1not.html 
(Accessed: 4th November 2019); Dorn 2007, p. 19.  
109 The website of the Amenmesse (KV 10) Project: http://www.kv.10.com (Accessed 30th October 2019). The 
website of the excavation of KV 63: http://www.Kv-63.com. The huts can be seen on photographs from 
February–April 2006 (Accessed 17th October 2019). 
110 Huts dated to the 20th Dynasty and more closely to Ramesses III – Ramesses VI with finds in situ were found 
between KV 56 and KV 9, a continuation of the huts documented by Howard Carter. The Ramesside huts 
documented by Carter were (re-)excavated and documented close to KV 9. Huts between KV 47 and KV 37 
were also excavated and documented. Reeves 2002, pp. 9–18. 
111 Soliman 2016, p. 6; Reeves 1990, p. 305, 307–308, 337, 171; Reeves & Wilkinson 1996, p. 186. 
112 Reeves 1990, p. 159, n. 63, p. 314.  
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The MSA has uncovered huts at several points in the eastern valley.113 Between 2007 and 2011, they 

excavated in the “Central Valley” of the Valley of the Kings, in an area bordered by the tombs KV 8 

(Merenptah), KV 55 (the Amarna Cache), KV 11 (Ramesses III) and KV 17 (Sety I). They followed in the 

footsteps of Theodore Davis and his teams, Howard Carter, Otto Schaden and Nicholas Reeves who 

have found workmen’s huts in this area.114 The MSA were able to confirm the existence of a hut in 

front of KV 8, found by Carter, as well as an eastern extension of huts uncovered by Carter in front of 

KV 62, and huts in the central valley found originally by Davis’ teams.115  

Some traces of small structures have been found near the crossroads between the road leading to KV 

47 (Siptah) and the road leading to KV 32 and KV 34, as well as opposite the entrance to KV 47.116 

Similar settlements have been mentioned on ostraca found near the tombs of Sety II (KV 15), Tausret 

(KV 14), Bay (KV 13) and Siptah (KV 47) and there are numerous graffiti left by the workmen close to 

KV 13. Together these traces suggest that there may have been a large group of huts in this part of 

the valley.117 Bruyère mentions similar huts close to tomb KV 29 in the East Valley.118  

A more detailed publication has recently been made of a group of workmen’s huts, dating to the 20th 

Dynasty, found east and south-east of the tomb KV 18 of Ramesses X (ca. 1110–1107 BC).119 The area 

had been previously excavated in 1907/1908 by Edward Ayrton, working for Theodore M. Davis.120 

During seven excavation campaigns between 1998–2005, the MISR: Mission Siptah – Ramses X 

Project of the University of Basel, headed by Susanne Bickel and Antonio Loprieno, found clusters of 

small rooms identified as huts of the Deir el-Medina workmen. The huts may have formed one large 

settlement that occupied the entire wadi east of KV 18, which did not yet exist when the settlement 

 
113 Dorn 2011, p. 176. 
114 Afifi & Dash 2014, pp. 1–10; Reeves 1990, pp. 325–328. 
115 Afifi & Dash 2014, pp. 1–10. 
116 Homepage of The MISR-project by the University of Basel, section on workmen’s huts: 
https://aegyptologie.philhist.unibas.ch/de/forschung/forschungsprojekte/misr-mission-siptah-ramses-
x/arbeiterhuetten/ (Accessed 7.10.2019). 
117 Dorn 2011, pp. 176, 211–213; Homepage of The MISR-project by the University of Basel, section on 
workmen’s huts: https://aegyptologie.philhist.unibas.ch/de/forschung/forschungsprojekte/misr-mission-
siptah-ramses-x/arbeiterhuetten/ (Accessed 7.10.2019). 
118 Bruyère 1939, p. 346. 
119 The workmen’s huts and the finds associated with them are published by Andreas Dorn, see especially Dorn 
2011. 
120 Dorn 2011, pp. 22–24, 221. 
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was built. 61 huts were identified in this area, but the original settlement may have had up to 60–80 

huts.121 The period of use for the huts was estimated at 25 years.122  

The rooms are for the most part quite small, 2m x 2–2,5m, the height has survived up to 60 cm. Due 

to the lack of evidence, it was impossible to estimate the original height of the rooms.123 The walls 

were made from rough stones as dry stone walls. Here the walls did not have plaster as they had at 

the Station de Repos. In the agglomeration found by the MISR project, there were no remains of roof 

structures, but the excavators propose that the huts were possibly covered with light organic 

material such as palm fronds or straw mats over branches, weighed down with stones.124 Many of 

the huts were built directly next to each other, or backing up to a cliff wall.125  

The inscriptional finds date the huts between the reigns of Ramesses IV (1156–1150 BC) and 

Ramesses VII (1138–1131 BC), so they precede the tomb of Ramesses X (KV 18), and some of them 

were cleared away when the construction of the tomb began.126 The finds from the huts include 

hieroglyphic, hieratic and pictorial ostraca. Several stelae were found in individual huts, alongside 

administrative documents and pictorial ostraca, which help to identify the owners of the huts. 

Passages of literary texts, scribal as well as artistic exercises serve as proof for the training of 

apprentices alongside daily work in the Valley of the Kings.127  

 

3 The Workmen’s Huts in the Theban Mountains (WHTM) Project  

The WHTM project was a five-year project lead by Dr. Jaana Toivari-Viitala. The project took place 

between 1.8.2008 – 31.7.2013 at the Station de Repos area between The Valley of the Kings and Deir 

el-Medina. The project was funded by the Academy of Finland and was a joint venture by the 

University of Helsinki and the Finnish Egyptological Society. The international partners of the project 

 
121 Homepage of The MISR-project by the University of Basel, section on workmen’s huts: 
https://aegyptologie.philhist.unibas.ch/de/forschung/forschungsprojekte/misr-mission-siptah-ramses-
x/arbeiterhuetten/ (Accessed 7th October 2019); Dorn 2011, pp. 15–17, 19, 30–72. 
122 Dorn 2011, p. 221. 
123 Dorn 2007, p. 20; Dorn 2011, pp. 68–69. 
124 Dorn 2007, p. 20; Dorn 2011, p. 69. 
125 Dorn 2007, p. 20; Dorn 2011, pp. 68–69. 
126 Dorn 2007, p. 20; Homepage of The MISR-project by the University of Basel, section on workmen’s huts: 
https://aegyptologie.philhist.unibas.ch/de/forschung/forschungsprojekte/misr-mission-siptah-ramses-
x/arbeiterhuetten/ (Accessed 7th October 2019).  
127 Dorn 2013, p. 4; Dorn 2007, p. 23–24; Homepage of The MISR-project by the University of Basel, section on 
workmen’s huts: https://aegyptologie.philhist.unibas.ch/de/forschung/forschungsprojekte/misr-mission-
siptah-ramses-x/arbeiterhuetten/ (Accessed 7th October 2019).  
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were the MSA in Egypt, the University of Basel in Switzerland, the National Museum in Prague, the 

Czech Republic and the Irish Archaeological Consultancy.128 The project was part of a larger research 

project called People and Environment. A Multidisciplinary study on human agency, housing 

constructions, and social and ritual space in Egypt 1550–1069 BC with special focus on the Station de 

Repos area including an archaeological documentation subproject The Workmen’s Huts in the 

Theban Mountains (WHTM).129 The main objective of the WHTM project was the conservation, 

consolidation and documentation of the Station de Repos area. The main actions undertaken during 

the project were re-clearing, documenting and consolidating the hut ruins, while the research 

questions hoped to give answers to the purpose and function of the Station de Repos site.130  

 

3.1 The Station de Repos site 

The Station de Repos site is located in the mountains above the Valley of the Kings. It consists of 

temporary accommodation huts of the Deir el-Medina workmen, dating to the 19th–20th Dynasties 

(1292–1077 BC).131 The oldest finds date to the reign of Ramesses II, the oldest ceramic finds to the 

18th dynasty, and the huts were still in use at least during the reign of Ramesses IV of the 20th 

dynasty.132 Most of the finds by Bruyère from the site date to the 20th dynasty, which might only 

testify to the last period of use of the site.133 

The Station de Repos site was probably built to reduce the time and effort that goes into going from 

Deir el-Medina to the Valley of the Kings and back each day. Bruyère suggested that the huts were 

needed only occasionally, in times of great activity in the Valley of the Kings, for example after a new 

king had risen to power and work on his tomb started.134 Ventura, on the other hand, thought that 

the arrangement to have the workmen sleep at the col during the work week, instead of in the Valley 

 
128 Workmen’s Huts in the Theban Mountains Project 2008–2013 -webpage: 
http://www.protsv.fi/fieldwork/engl/project.html. (Accessed 15th September 2019); Toivari-Viitala 2014b, p. 
191. 
129 The project’s webpage on the University of Helsinki Research Portal: 
https://researchportal.helsinki.fi/en/projects/people-and-environment-a-multidisciplinary-study-on-human-
agency- (Accessed 15th September 2019). 
130 Toivari-Viitala 2014b, p. 192. 
131 Bruyère 1939, pp. 346–347; Workmen’s Huts in the Theban Mountains Project 2008–2013 -webpage: 
http://www.protsv.fi/fieldwork/engl/project.html. (Accessed 15th September 2019); Porter & Moss 1964, pp. 
588–590. 
132 Dorn 2011, p. 175; Homepage of The MISR-project by the University of Basel, section on workmen’s huts: 
https://aegyptologie.philhist.unibas.ch/de/forschung/forschungsprojekte/misr-mission-siptah-ramses-
x/arbeiterhuetten/ (Accessed 7th October 2019); Toivari-Viitala et al. 2012, pp. 8–12. 
133 Bruyère 1939, pp. 346–347. 
134 Bruyère 1939, pp. 345–347. 
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of the Kings, was a security measure - not to keep the workmen safe, but to have the men watched 

more efficiently.135 His view on the secluded nature of the village and its inhabitants has been 

contested by others, for example by McDowell.136  

The workmen reached their work post in the Valley of the Kings via a path across the Theban hills. 

This was the most frequently used route to the Valley during the New Kingdom, and it is still used 

today.137 The path leads north from the village, rises upwards and is steep at times. Occasionally, it 

goes on the edge of some high drops. To make the climb safer, the workmen built some retaining 

walls and marked them with their graffiti.138 The workmen had a specific verb that they used in 

documents for ‘going up’ (the mountain): Tsj.139 The path reaches its highest point in a small level 

area between two peaks, with a wide view over the Nile Valley. The place is sheltered from the hard 

winds up in the mountains, and airy in the hot summer months. The location was made even more 

suitable by the fact that it is overlooked by the pyramid-shaped peak of the Theban mountains, that 

is nowadays called el-Qurn, to the ancients it was known as tA dhnt ‘the Peak’.140 It was thought to be 

the residence of the patron deity of the villagers, the cobra-goddess Meretseger.141 At this auspicious 

place, now known as the Station de Repos site, the workmen built clusters of small huts and a small 

chapel. From the Station de Repos site the path leads downwards towards the Valley of the Kings.142 

The Late Egyptian word for ‘a hut’ could be a.t. As is shown by Demarée143, the term relates to a 

building which is rather small (one primary source144 gives the dimensions of roughly 30 m2 for the 

first room, 18 m2 for the second, and 14,5 m2 for a third), is outside of the village proper, is a place 

where work is done, where the workmen could sleep and store objects, and where a private stela 

could be placed to demarcate ownership.145 Most of these conditions suit the huts at the Station de 

Repos. However, Demarée suggests a different translation for the word, for example ‘section’, 

‘department’ or ‘workplace’, as the term ‘hut’ implies a place of ‘temporary dwelling’, which he does 

not think likely.146 Nevertheless, I have chosen to use the term ‘hut’, since it is used in the name of 

the project which is the source of my material, and because it is a term which is commonly used in 

 
135 Ventura 1986, p. 182.  
136 McDowell 1994, pp. 41–59.  
137 Weeks 2016, p. 25. 
138 Bruyère 1939, pp. 345–347. 
139 Berg 2014, pp. 93–99, 162–164, 185–187; Berg 2018, pp. 52–53, 57–58; Janssen 1997, p. 87, n.7.  
140 Wilkinson & Weeks 2016, p. 302; Bruyère 1939, pp. 345–347. 
141 Lesko, L. 1994a, p. 2; Bruyère 1939, pp. 345–347. Bierbrier 1989, p. 88. See also Bruyère 1929–1930.   
142 Lesko, L. 1994a, p. 2; Bruyère 1939, pp. 345–347.  
143 Demarée 2006, pp. 57–66. 
144 P. Bulaq 10 (= P. Cairo 58092). These dimensions seem rather large for most of the huts at the Station de 
Repos as well as in the Valley of the Kings. 
145 Demarée 1982, p. 104; Demarée 2006, p. 65. 
146 Demarée 2006, pp. 65–66. 
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Egyptological literature. Further, as several neckrests were found in the huts, I believe that the huts 

were also used for sleeping and thus as places of temporary dwelling, and not just as ‘workplaces’, I 

think the term is valid.147 

 Next, I will summarize the WHTM excavations carried out at the Station de Repos site. 

 

3.2 The work and findings during the WHTM excavations  

The excavations during the WHTM project were divided into the actual archaeological work during 

the autumn (called field season in this thesis) and a study season focused on the finds during the 

following spring in a SCA magazine. The field work on the site started in autumn 2008 with setting up 

the project and a general cleaning of the whole area. In autumn 2009, the first study of the northern 

cluster of huts was undertaken. During the field season in autumn 2010, the eastern cluster of huts 

was at focus and in 2011 the western cluster as well as the chapel were studied.148 In autumn 2012 

the ongoing projects were finished, and some protective and conservation measures were taken.149 

During the project, the whole concession area and its various features were studied and measured in 

order to make an up-to-date map.150 The new measurements were taken with a tachymeter (total 

station) by Tanja Alsheimer and John Winfer.151 The old map of the site published by Bruyère in 1939 

was used as the main reference when the work started in 2008.152 As the work progressed, new 

accurate measurements were taken, and old restorations done by the French team were at some 

places dismantled. As a result, it was possible to estimate the accuracy of the old map and present 

some new information and modifications to it, confirmed by the new grid and excavations.153  

During the excavations, it was established that the number of room entities totalled 141.154 This 

number includes some rooms whose designation is unsure, such as rooms (E) L, (E) m´, (E) m, and (E) 

t, which are possibly not actual rooms, but “form a pathway leading into the eastern hut cluster”.155 

 
147 Bruyère 1939, p. 363; Dorn 2011, p. 175; Sweeney 2014, p. 229, n. 131; Toivari-Viitala 2012, p. 14.  
148 Toivari-Viitala 2014b, p. 192. 
149 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2013, pp. 2–3. 
150 Toivari-Viitala 2014b, p. 192. 
151 Toivari-Viitala 2012, p. 12. 
152 Bruyère 1939, pl. XXXV; Toivari-Viitala 2014b, p. 192. 
153 Toivari-Viitala 2014b, pp. 192–193. An absolute height of the site was established using Kent Week’s Theban 
Mapping Project point VK 12 above KV 47 (Siptah). Toivari-Viitala et al. 2011, p. 2. 
154 Toivari-Viitala 2014b, p. 193. 
155 Toivari-Viitala 2014b, pp. 192–193. 



23 
 

 

The East group consists of 64 room entities.156 The North group consists of 26 and the West group of 

51 room entities.157 The number of rooms in the North group is not mentioned directly in my 

sources. I gained the number by deducting the number of rooms in the East and West groups (which 

were clearly stated) from the total number given by Toivari-Viitala in 2014.158 

The area around the huts was divided into 42 trenches (T).159 In a later publication, Toivari-Viitala 

mentions that the number of trenches totals 43, but to which group the last trench belongs to, is not 

mentioned.160 This area contained excavation debris from the 1935 excavations.161 Bruyère’s team 

collected the debris excavated from inside the huts into the north-eastern and south-western 

corners, as well as to the northern part of the area.162 The first 17 trenches are situated near the 

North group (N) and were labelled (N) T1–T17163, as well as (N) T28, which joins (N) T8.164 The 

trenches 18–27 and 29–30 are labelled with (E) as they are associated with the East group.165 

Trenches 31–40 are associated with the West group and are labelled with (W).166 Trenches 41–42 are 

associated with the East group and are labelled with (E).167 However, based on stela fragments found 

here, these two trenches probably contained debris from the area of the small chapel.168  

 

3.2.1 The first two field seasons in 2008–2009 

The first field season in 2008 started with setting up the project, with bureaucratic matters and laying 

down the fundamentals of doing research and excavating.169 The Station de Repos site saw the rough 

clearing of the whole concession area and the study was decided to be started from the North 

group.170 During the second field season in 2009 the clearing was continued, and a survey of the area 

was started. The study and measuring of the North group of huts was started; this work was 

 
156 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2011, p. 1.  
157 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2012, p. 4.  
158 Toivari-Viitala 2014b, p. 193. 
159 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2012, pp. 5–6. 
160 Toivari-Viitala 2014b, pp. 192–193. 
161 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2011, p. 3. 
162 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2011, p. 7.  
163 This is my assumption, as the numbers for the North group were not mentioned in the sources. The T8 is 
said to belong to the North group. Toivari-Viitala et al. 2011, p. 3. 
164 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2011, p. 3. 
165 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2011, p. 3. 
166 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2012, p. 5. 
167 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2012, p. 5. 
168 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2012, p. 6. 
169 Toivari-Viitala 2009, pp. 17–20. 
170 Toivari-Viitala 2009, p. 20; Toivari-Viitala et al. 2011, p. 1. 
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completed in 2010.171 There were over 200 documented finds after the second field season, plus the 

unnumbered study material, and the first remains of fireplaces were found.172 Some of the finds 

showed unexpected and unexplained water damage, pointed out by Toivari-Viitala in 2010.173 The 

information on these two first field seasons is scarce as the first preliminary report covers the third 

field season.174 

 

3.2.2 The third field season in 2010 

During the third field season in 2010, the study and measuring of the East group of huts was 

started.175 Further, a topographical survey of the area surrounding these huts was conducted.176 The 

huts were leveled and photographed, then cleared of modern garbage, collapsed stone boulders and 

debris. After this, the rooms were photographed, measured and studied.177 Some fragments of 

plaster with traces of wall paintings in yellow, blue, black and red were found.178 More remains of 

fireplaces were found both inside and outside the huts.179 The numbered finds amounted to 540 

after this season.180 A flint survey conducted by Annika Eklund in the area confirmed the existence 

and ruination of a Palaeolithic site that used to exist here. The workmen of Deir el-Medina had used 

the flint flakes as filling material in the walls of the huts.181 The pottery found in the North group was 

studied by Virpi Perunka according to their archaeological contexts, and the diagnostic pieces were 

studied more thoroughly and drawn. The most common finds were open form Nile silt vessels from 

the Ramesside period, decorated with a red band painted to the rim and otherwise left uncoated.182 

Different kinds of jars and amphorae were also found, both Egyptian and imported, dating to the 19th 

and 20th Dynasties.183 During the third field season, a protective wall surrounding the huts and the 

 
171 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2011, p. 1. 
172 Toivari-Viitala 2010, pp. 8–10. 
173 Toivari-Viitala 2010, p. 9. 
174 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2011. 
175 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2011, pp. 1, 6. 
176 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2011, p. 6. 
177 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2011, p. 2. 
178 Toivari-Viitala 2011, p. 8. 
179 Toivari-Viitala 2011, p. 8. 
180 Toivari-Viitala 2011, p. 6. 
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path that leads through the area was started as requested by the MSA. Also by request, a hut was 

built for a guard for the duration of the excavations on the west side of the site.184 

 

3.2.3 The fourth field season in 2011 

The fourth field season in 2011 concentrated on the western group of huts and on the small 

chapel.185 The rest of the eastern group was measured, and the West group and the chapel were 

documented.186 The huts were leveled and photographed, then cleared of modern garbage, 

collapsed stone boulders and debris. After this, the rooms were photographed, measured and 

studied.187 The identification of the layout of the huts in the West group proved problematic.188 A 

group of huts in the middle of the cluster were found to be constructed in a natural crevice of the 

bedrock, and were thus much lower than the surrounding huts.189 The walls of the huts all had later 

restorations by the French team, and some walls had either none or only the lowest layer left with 

original stones.190 More fireplaces were found inside and outside the huts. Traces of plaster and 

mortar were found also in the walls of the West group.191 Among the finds were some thresholds 

with holes for closable doors, as well as a limestone neckrest.192 Some lamp wicks were found in a 

newly discovered room (E) t’’.193 During this field season I worked as a student trainee with the 

excavation workgroup, mainly processing the finds: measuring, photographing, drawing and filling 

out the details in the findsheets. After this season, the numbered finds amounted to more than 780, 

again not counting the material collected as study material.194 

 
184 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2011, p. 7; Toivari-Viitala 2011, p. 4. 
185 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2012, p. 2. 
186 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2012, p. 2. 
187 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2012, p. 4. 
188 Toivari-Viitala 2012, p. 13. 
189 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2012, p. 4. 
190 Toivari-Viitala 2012, p. 13. 
191 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2012, p. 4; Toivari-Viitala 2012, pp. 13–14. 
192 Toivari-Viitala 2012, p. 14. 
193 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2012, p. 5; Toivari-Viitala 2012, pp. 15–16. 
194 The number of finds is retrieved from the finds excel sheet. 
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Fig. 1. The Station de Repos site, the photograph was taken by the writer of this thesis from the west, with el-
Qurn behind me. Thus, the group on the left is the North group, the group in the front is the West group and 
the group at the back is the East group. The small chapel is around the corner of the cliff wall on the right. The 
photograph was taken during the 2011 field season.  

 

The small chapel was cleared and some of the walls (re)built there by the French excavations were 

dismantled. The layout of the chapel is not clear as the walls have collapsed and there are only a few 

stones still in situ. The plan made in 1939 seems to be inaccurate as well.195 There is a stairway on the 

south side, reaching above the supposed roof of the building. There are some workmen’s marks and 

graffiti carved both on the stairs and on the cliff wall behind the chapel.196  

 
195 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2012, pp. 6–7. 
196 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2012, pp. 6–7; Toivari-Viitala 2012, p. 15. 
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Fig. 2. The Station de Repos site, photograph taken by the writer of this thesis, towards el-Qurn. The hut group 
on the lower right is the North group, the group on the left is the East group and the group on the other side of 
the path is the West group. The small chapel is hardly visible near the cliff wall close to the group of workmen. 
The path leads to Deir el-Medina to the left and to the Valley of the Kings to the right. The West valley can be 
reached via the small path that starts behind the guard hut. The photograph was taken during the 2011 field 
season. 

 

The flint survey was continued by Annika Eklund, the flint flakes were sorted, and a representative 

sample was photographed. The stone tools were documented, photographed and drawn. The 

building blocks used in the huts were also analysed: most of them are limestone or a silicified type of 

limestone, some flints as well as fossils were also used.197 Virpi Perunka continued the work with the 

pottery that had started in 2010. The pottery from the East group was drawn, all pottery found 

during 2009–2011 was checked, counted, and studied. Most of the diagnostic pieces were from open 

forms, made of Nile clay and had the distinctive Ramesside period red band painted to the rim. 

Classification was done using the Vienna System.198 Blue-painted decoration, potmarks and 

workmen’s marks were also found, as well as closed forms such as jars and amphorae, both imported 

and domestic. Most of the pottery dates to the mid- and later part of the 19th Dynasty; a smaller 

 
197 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2012, pp. 7–8. 
198 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2012, pp. 8–9. 
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number dates to the mid-18th Dynasty and late New Kingdom, and approximately 5 % are Coptic.199 

The protective wall around the huts started during the previous season was completed.200  

A second part of the season was conducted in the SCA Carter magazine during the spring 2012. The 

finds from previous seasons had been brought to the magazine and were checked, cleaned and 

repacked in acid free materials. A large number of the finds were photographed by Matjaz Kačičnik, 

assisted by the author of this thesis. Jaana Toivari-Viitala studied and started tracing the hieratic 

ostraca. Elina Paulin-Grothe studied the stela fragments. Abd El-Hamid Osman Taia Daramalli and El-

Azab Taia Osman consolidated and cleaned some of the finds.201 

 

3.2.4 The fifth field season in 2012 

The fifth and last field season was conducted at the end of year 2012. The main objective was the 

conservation and consolidation of the huts. Projects started during previous seasons were also 

finished. Taina Koivistoinen and Jaana Toivari-Viitala studied and documented the floors of the huts, 

finding plaster on the very edges, close to the walls. Some white wash was also found.202 The study of 

the chapel was continued with disappointing results as the original structures proved impossible to 

distinguish from the reconstructions done by Bruyère’s team in 1935.203 The survey and mapping of 

the area and the topographical survey of the surroundings were checked and finished by Tanja 

Alsheimer and John Winfer.204  

The study of the pottery was continued by Virpi Perunka. The focus was on material found from the 

West group as well as on material found during the 2012 season. Pottery with potmarks and 

workmen’s marks and complete or nearly complete pottery specimens (total of 152 pieces) are 

stored at the SCA magazine for further study. All marks and some complete pottery vessels were 

photographed.205 The alabaster or travertine finds were studied and drawn by Perunka. Most of 

them were too small to be identified but some were classified as lids of vessels, one or two more 

 
199 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2012, pp. 8–12. 
200 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2012, p. 13. 
201 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2012, pp. 12–13; Toivari-Viitala 2012, pp. 17–20. 
202 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2013, p. 1; Toivari-Viitala 2013a, pp. 14–15. 
203 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2013, pp. 1–2. 
204 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2013, p. 2; Toivari-Viitala 2013a, p. 14. 
205 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2013, pp. 3–4. 
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elaborate ones were found and one with a hieroglyphic inscription for mrhyt-oil. Many of the 

fragments were found in the same location (T24), the purpose of which is unclear.206  

Some of the hieratic ostraca were studied in the magazine by Toivari-Viitala and Demarée.207 Some 

new finds found during this season included amulets and a bronze ring. The total number of finds 

from all five field seasons reached 864, not including the pottery pieces, alabaster, travertine, wood, 

and textile material classified as study material without find numbers.208 

The walls of the huts were consolidated with original materials and some of the higher walls, rebuilt 

by the IFAO mission in 1935, were lowered. Two new rooms were discovered in the West group, (W) 

o´ and (W) s´. The outer walls of the huts were strengthened, and the inner walls preserved at their 

original 19th-20th Dynasty height.209 As agreed upon with the SCA officials, all rooms were filled with 

sand and debris from the site to protect the original floors, lower parts of the walls with plaster and 

mastabas in the huts.210 Information panels were placed on the site with the plan of the area and 

information of the huts. These conservation steps were taken to protect the site from natural 

elements up at the col as well as from passing visitors.211 

The second part of the last field season was used to study the finds in the SCA Carter magazine 

between January and April 2013. The finds of the project (field numbers 1–864) were checked, 

measured and repacked if needed, and the rest of the finds were photographed by Matjaz Kačičnik, 

assisted by Paulin-Grothe. She and Toivari-Viitala analysed and made sure all the documentation was 

completed on all the finds. Toivari-Viitala continued the study of the hieratic ostraca together with 

Demarée.212 The author of this thesis traced a group of objects called stela fragments published in 

this thesis. Perunka continued her study on the potmarks and workmen’s marks on pottery sherds as 

well as the alabaster and faience study materials. Abd El-Hamid Osman Taia Daramalli consolidated 

some of the finds and Mohammed Osman assisted on all work procedures.213   

 

 
206 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2013, pp. 4–5. 
207 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2013, p. 5; Toivari-Viitala 2013a, p. 16. 
208 Toivari-Viitala 2013a, pp. 15–16; Toivari-Viitala 2010, pp. 10–12. 
209 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2013, pp. 2–3. 
210 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2013, pp. 2–3; Toivari-Viitala et al. 2012, p. 13; Toivari-Viitala 2013a, p. 16. 
211 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2012, pp. 13–14. 
212 Toivari-Viitala 2013b, p. 11. 
213 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2013, p. 5. 
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3.3 Some results from the WHTM excavations  

As a result of the excavations, the number of rooms is given as 141. As the number is so significantly 

different from the number given by Bruyère (78 huts), I must conclude that the way of counting must 

have been different. Bruyère informs us that the huts consist of two rooms, which is where the 

difference in numbers probably lies.214  

As a result of the new measurements taken during the project, it was found that the location and size 

of some of the rooms on Bruyère’s map were inaccurate, some separating walls and entrances were 

erroneously given, and some internal elements were missing from the original map, such as a 

number of mastabas found in some of the huts.215 As was reported by Bruyère, the huts were built 

with local limestone pieces, mortar was used to solidify the walls and the walls and floors were given 

an even finish with plaster and were partially whitewashed.216 There were no windows on the huts 

that could be discerned, there were no traces of the roof structures left, and the doors were lined 

with limestone and at least some had revolving door panels. Contrary to the findings of Bruyère, 

several traces of fireplaces and of use of fire were found both inside and outside the huts, as well as 

on pottery finds.217 This would indicate that the workmen cooked some of their food at the site, and 

possibly also used the fires as a source of warmth during the colder nights and as a repellent against 

nightly predators.218 The existence of the mastaba-like beds in some of the huts and the finding of 

neckrests by both excavations (WHTM and IFAO), points to the huts being used also for sleeping. 

Discerning the layout and the dedicatee of the small chapel was proven to be quite impossible due to 

the state of the remains. Possibly the chapel was built as a tripartite sanctuary but as the remains are 

so minimal and disturbed by later interventions, this interpretation is far from certain.219 As there 

were no finds identifying who the chapel was dedicated to, the proposal by Bruyère that it was 

dedicated to Amun and more specifically to Amun of the Happy Encounter, remains uncontested. 

The existence of the chapel, as well as the multiple finds with religious themes, serve as testimonies 

of religious activity at this site.220  

 
214 Bruyère 1939, p. 348. 
215 Toivari-Viitala 2012, p. 13; Toivari-Viitala et al. 2011, p. 3; map of the site in Toivari-Viitala 2014b, p. 194,  
fig. 1; comparative map of the East group in Toivari-Viitala et al. 2012.  
216 Toivari-Viitala 2014b, p. 193; Toivari-Viitala et al. 2011, pp. 1, 3; Bruyère 1939, p. 349. 
217 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2011, p. 3; Toivari-Viitala 2010, pp. 9–10. 
218 Toivari-Viitala 2014b, p. 193–194. 
219 Toivari-Viitala 2012, pp. 14–15. 
220 Toivari-Viitala 2014b, p. 197; Bruyère 1939, pp. 350–352, “de la bonne rencontre”. 
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The finds from the site number 864 and represent multiple categories: e.g. broken faience, alabaster 

fragments, lamp wicks, rope, some bones (animal and human, at least modern and Coptic), pottery, 

fragments of stelae, hieratic, hieroglyphic and pictorial ostraca, game boards and gaming pieces, 

parts of furniture and even a bronze ring.221 The pottery found from the site dates mainly to the 

Ramesside period with the largest amount concentrating on the mid- and later part of the 19th 

Dynasty. Smaller numbers of mid-18th Dynasty and late New Kingdom pottery was also found, and 

some Coptic pottery as well. Most diagnostic pieces were from Nile clay open forms, and smaller 

amounts from closed forms such as jars and amphorae. The finds include also decorated and 

imported pieces, potmarks and workmen’s marks.222 Based on the finds, the settlement dates to the 

19th–20th Dynasties, and thus confirms the information given by Bruyère in 1939.223  

Bruyère suggested that the site was used by the workmen as a place to rest during the work week, so 

that they need not go as far as the village of Deir el-Medina every day. The findings of the WHTM 

project are in line with this interpretation. The considerable effort that has been directed to the 

building of the huts at the site suggests a long period of frequent use. This is further supported by 

the finds, which are numerous, varied, and dated to a long period of time.  

As is evident by the vast number of workmen’s huts found in the Valley of the Kings, the huts at the 

Station de Repos are not unique. More detailed information on the huts found in the Valley of the 

Kings is often lacking, except for the excavations done by the MISR project. The construction of the 

huts is similar both at the Station de Repos and in their excavation area in that the huts are quite 

small and built with local stone in agglomerations. The huts in the mountains seem to be made 

slightly more durable by using plaster on the walls, possibly as a measure to protect the workmen 

from the windy conditions and/or to ensure the durability of the huts for longer occupancy. The huts 

at the Station de Repos were used for a longer period of time than the huts in the valley, as the latter 

ones were often built for a specific project (the construction of one or more tombs in close 

proximity) and then discarded. The huts were often assigned to certain members of the crew in both 

places, as is shown by the inscribed door jambs, seats and votive stelae found inside the huts. The 

huts at the Station de Repos were quite certainly used for sleeping and temporary occupancy. The 

huts close to the tomb of Ramesses X may have also been used for sleeping, as is proposed by 

Dorn224, but possibly the manner of use of the huts in the valley was in general more seasonal and 

 
221 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2011, pp. 3–4; Toivari-Viitala et al. 2012, p. 7; Toivari-Viitala 2014b, pp. 196–197. 
222 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2012, pp. 8–12. 
223 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2011, pp. 3–4; Toivari-Viitala 2014b, p. 196; Bruyère 1939, p. 346. 
224 Dorn 2011. This view is doubted by Eyre in his review of Dorn 2011. Eyre 2013. 
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short-term. Both sites seem to have been used also for off-duty activities and the instruction of 

apprentices. 

A more detailed comparison between these two groups of huts would be interesting but is still 

hindered by the unpublished data revealed by the WHTM excavations. Possible questions could be 

on the difference of use between these two sites, or were the people that used the huts the same at 

both sites or was there a difference, for example related to status or role of the workman. Were both 

areas used simultaneously and if so, why? Could this increased need for huts have something to do 

with the enlargement of the work crew to 120 men during the reign of Ramesses IV? Hopefully with 

the publication of the WHTM project these among other questions could be answered.   

The Palaeolithic site that was located in the middle of the path leading from Deir el-Medina to the 

Valley of the Kings, was destroyed during the New Kingdom at the latest.225 The pieces of flint were 

used both as tools and fillers in the walls by the Deir el-Medina workmen. The same fate befell the 

huts of the New Kingdom at least to some extent, as the path that divides the area in two has been 

and is still used today. Some of the remains have no doubt suffered from the footsteps and 

wanderings of succeeding generations as well as tourists and explorers. For this reason, it was 

necessary to build some protective walls around the site at the end of the project, to help keep the 

users of the path on the path and not on the hut ruins.  

 

4 Object categories in the assemblage 

The objects in my assemblage are stela fragments, ostraca and ostracon fragments, “trial pieces” and 

a collection of objects so small and with limited content that their categorization was impossible. 

Most of the objects are made of limestone but there are few pieces of sandstone as well (O. WHTM 

193, O. WHTM 278, O. WHTM 736 and O. WHTM 827). What the objects all have in common, is that 

their decoration is incised, which means that the decoration has been engraved on the surface of the 

stone with a sharp tool.   

Ancient Egyptian sources that contain information on stone-working techniques, tools and the 

organisation of work are scarce. The knowledge of making stelae is derived from depictions of 

workshops, of working on wood and stone statues and from tools used for carpentry. The tools used 

to work and shape stelae were for example adzes, chisels and a comb-like tool, such as a notched 

 
225 Toivari-Viitala et al. 2011, p. 6. 
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chisel or a saw, as well as smaller engraving tools.226 The blades were of copper or bronze, and flint 

tools were also used and available at the Station de Repos.227 The surface of the stone was smoothed 

with rubbing stones and an even finer polish was achieved with sand or stone powder. Limestone 

and sandstone are both soft stone varieties and are quite easily worked.228 Some of the same tools 

and techniques were used to make the incised ostraca, although they need not be as polished and 

refined as the stelae that were often displayed and intended as commemorative objects of their 

owners. 

 The techniques used for making the decoration are plain incised lines, raised relief and sunk relief. In 

raised relief the image is left higher than the background, which is carved away. In sunk relief, the 

image is lower than the background. Raised relief was generally harder to make. With both 

techniques, the image in relief could be made more dimensional by modelling it further.229 There are 

traces of colour on only few of the pieces in my assemblage (O. WHTM 2 and O. WHTM 746, and 

possibly O. WHTM 188, O. WHTM 267a and O. WHTM 398), but it is not ruled out that others could 

have had colour as well. In the following subchapters, I will shortly present the categories of objects 

in my assemblage, starting with stelae.  

 

4.1 Stelae and stela fragments 

There are no complete stelae in my assemblage, all of them have fractured or been broken during 

the millennia. These pieces and parts of stelae are called stela fragments. 

Stelae were used to record, to present and to preserve information of the dedicator “eternally”. With 

this objective in mind, stone was often used as the material, because of its durable quality.230 Each 

stela was a carefully thought-out product, conceived by the artist and the customer and limited by 

technical and material restrictions. The content was tied to the style of the time versus personal 

creativity, and chosen “...to display personal piety, adherence to a set of common beliefs, status and 

membership of social networks.”231 Stelae were a common object in Deir el-Medina. They were 

 
226 Franke 2013, pp. 2–3. 
227 Franke 2013, p. 3; Bruyère 1939, p. 350. 
228 Franke 2013, p. 3. 
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made, used, bought and sold within the community of workmen.232 Stelae could also be used to 

indicate ownership of a private building, such as a house or a hut.233  

For the first half of the 18th Dynasty, private stelae were usually made in raised relief with the 

inscriptions incised. Later sunk relief became the norm. The most common material used was 

limestone, but sandstone, granite and quartzite are also found. Usually the stelae were painted, 

although in many cases only little of the pigment has survived. The main colours were red, blue, 

yellow, green, black and white.234 The most important person in a stela was represented in the 

highest register, on the left side, facing right. Preferably he was presented seated, as it was 

considered a more prestigious pose than standing.235  

The workmen of Deir el-Medina used the word wD for a stela. The same term seems to have been 

applied both for wooden and stone stelae. This word was used for all stelae, both for funerary and 

votive stelae, in royal and private contexts, and for literary and non-literary contents.236 The smaller 

stelae may have been carried around by the owner and placed where needed.237 Re-use of stelae has 

also been attested.238 Some scenes on stelae may also be historical in nature, recording and 

commemorating the attendance of the dedicator at a special and specific event, such as an 

important religious festival.239 In Egyptology, stelae have been traditionally divided into two main 

groups: votive and funerary stelae, but it may be that the ancient Egyptians themselves did not have 

such categories. Stelae from both categories have been found in private houses, both at Deir el-

Medina and in Amarna.240 I will give a general introduction to these two categories and functions of 

stelae in the following subchapters.  

 

4.1.1 Funerary stelae 

Funerary stelae are usually found in funerary contexts, i.e. in private tombs. The purpose of the 

funerary stelae was to guarantee the afterworld existence of the deceased.241 The stelae are mainly 

 
232 Demarée 1982, p. 107. 
233 Demarée 1982, p. 104. 
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239 See e.g. Schulman 1984 and 1988 and also Jauhiainen 2009. 
240 Friedman 1994, p. 114; Demarée 1982, pp. 106–107; Schulman 1967, pp. 153–156, pls. I–II; Exell 2009, p. 1; 
Stewart 1976, pp. ix–x. 
241 Schulman 1967, p. 153; Stewart 1976, pp. vii–ix. 
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either round-topped or rectangular with a cornice.242 During the early New Kingdom, in the 18th 

Dynasty, the stelae show Middle Kingdom elements: wedjat-eyes, a shen-ring and a one- or two-

winged sun-disc in the arch.243 Below the arch is the main scene with the deceased seated on the 

most prominent place on the left, facing right, in front of an offering table and offering family 

members on the right. Occasionally there are additional scenes below showing more offering family 

members.244 The wife of the deceased is placed behind her husband, in a secondary position. 

Sometimes she is shown standing, while the deceased is represented in the more prestigious pose as 

sitting.245  

Starting from the later part of the 18th Dynasty and during the 19th and 20th Dynasties, the funerary 

stelae are quite varied in size, shape and composition.246 The decoration in the arch is absent and the 

main scene in the upper part of the stela features the deceased, now on the right, adoring (often 

mortuary) deities on the left, facing right.247 Occasionally there is an offering scene located below. 

The text is often quite formulaic, containing offerings and prayers, meant to cause benefits for the 

deceased in the afterlife.248  

 

4.1.2 Votive stelae 

Votive stelae were stelae dedicated to a particular deity or particular deities and usually placed in 

temples or shrines. The stelae became permanent records of the dedicator’s devotion to the deity 

and also allowed him or her to take part in the temple rituals and thus gain benefits and offerings for 

eternity.249 The purpose of a stela could also be to thank the god(s) in question for perceived 

received benefits or healing.250 In this way, private votive stelae offer evidence of personal piety and 

religion of their owners, in this case the people of Deir el-Medina.251 The most important aspect of 

the votive stela was the image of the deity which was placed on the most prominent place on the 

left.252 The stela may also be dedicated to a king or a high-ranking individual.253 Usually the stela also 
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shows the image of the dedicator on the right; standing or kneeling, praising the deity. The 

decoration is either in one main scene or continued in additional registers below.254 Occasionally, 

other people (family members and/or colleagues) are included adoring the deity, either behind the 

owner of the stela or in a lower register.255 The text is formulaic and short, often as simple labels with 

the name and/or epithets of the deity and the name of the dedicator. If there are two or more 

registers, there could be a longer text in the lower one.256 Another type of votive stelae are the so 

called “ear stelae” that have ears represented on the stelae, with which the god might hear the 

prayers addressed to him.257  

A special class of votive stelae is formed by the Ax iqr n Ra -stelae, which were placed in wall niches 

in private houses of Deir el-Medina. There, a deceased family member, transfigured into an 

“effective spirit of Ra” was worshipped. The stelae show the wedjat-eyes in the arch and the revered 

person seated on the left, before a table of offerings, smelling a lotus-flower. Most of the subjects 

are men, but a few women occur as well.258 The ancient Egyptians believed that the dead had the 

power to interfere in the lives of the living, and through ritual and offerings, these deceased family 

members could be called upon for help and protection.259  

The social aspect of votive stelae has been studied for example by Dr. Karen Exell.260 She 

demonstrates how we can gain information of the dedicator, of his or her role and status in the 

society and the structure of the society by studying the formulaic and convention controlled nature 

of the stelae. As the divine could be approached by other means as well, manufacturing or 

commissioning and installing a stela was chosen for a reason. The reason might be its durable 

material – stone – or the cultural and symbolic value placed on the form and content of a stela.261 

Literacy was limited in ancient Egypt and using text was a sign of social status. Using images of the 

central ideology, of gods and kings, demonstrated knowledge of and access to such conventions and 

was another sign of social status.262 As the workmen of Deir el-Medina were intimately involved in 

constructing royal tombs, they had knowledge of such conventions and were able to use them in 

their stelae, and thus demonstrate a higher social status. 

 
254 Robins 1997, p. 189; Exell 2009, p. 1; Schulman 1967, p. 153; Luiselli 2013, p. 22. 
255 Luiselli 2013, p. 22. 
256 Exell 2009, p. 1; Schulman 1967, p. 153. 
257 Stewart 1976, pp. ix–x; Luiselli 2013, pp. 24–25. For ear stelae, see especially Pinch 1993. 
258 Stewart 1976, pp. ix–x; Robins 1997, p. 189. See especially Demarée 1983, further examples are presented 
in Schulman 1986, Demaree 1986 and Griffin 2007. 
259 Robins 1997, p. 189; Demarée 1983, pp. 210–218, 277–290. 
260 Exell 2006; Exell 2009.  
261 Exell 2009, pp. 1–2. 
262 Exell 2009, p. 2 
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The key to identifying these different types of stelae lies in the provenance and the content of the 

stela, or stela fragment, in question. Within my assemblage, all stela fragments have been found in 

the same area, the Station de Repos site, which was used for temporary dwelling, off-duty activities 

such as making of statues and stelae, teaching of students or apprentices and acts of piety, 

demonstrated by the small chapel and the small niches on the slopes of el-Qurn. There are no known 

burials dating to this time and no tombs. One would then expect to find stelae of the votive type 

from this area. Nevertheless, as was stated before, types we call “funerary stelae” have also been 

found in other contexts, so we cannot rule out their appearance here either. Smaller stelae were also 

transportable and may have been worked on or kept temporarily at the site. For the same reason, 

the appearance of Ax iqr n Ra -stelae cannot be totally ruled out in this area. 

 

4.2 Ostraca and ostracon fragments 

Another large group of objects in my assemblage are ostraca and ostracon fragments. The term 

‘ostracon’, ‘ostraca’ in plural form, comes from Greek and refers to pottery shards. In Egyptology, the 

term is used also with shards of stone, most commonly of limestone, that have writing or pictorial 

content.263 Often the pieces are irregular in shape with unfinished edges, without a formal or a 

symmetrical layout, but sometimes more effort was made to make the piece more aesthetically 

pleasing.264 Occasionally, the form or texture of the stone inspired the artist to draw a certain 

image.265 The object category of ostraca is usually subdivided according to their content into 

pictorial266 ostraca and text ostraca, the text ostraca divided further by the writing technique used 

into hieroglyphic and hieratic ostraca, or by content into non-literary and literary ostraca.267 I will use 

the former division into hieroglyphic and hieratic ostraca, as the texts in the ostraca remain largely 

untranslated in this thesis and their content therefore unidentified.  

Ostraca are attested through ancient Egyptian history, but the greatest amount comes from the New 

Kingdom and from the village of Deir el-Medina and its surroundings.268 Most ostraca are dated to 

 
263 Dorn 2013, pp. 1–4; Robins 1997, p. 191. 
264 Cooney 2012, p. 147. 
265 Brunner-Traut 1979, p. 2. 
266 The term figured ostraca is also used of these same objects. 
267 Dorn 2013, pp. 1–4; Lesko, L. 1994b, p. 132. 
268 Dorn 2013, pp. 1–4; Robins 1997, p. 191. For example, just in the IFAO collection of ostraca alone, there are 
over 15 000 hieratic ostraca (of these 8000 are non-literary or documentary and 7000 literary), over 300 
hieroglyphic ostraca and over 1500 pictorial ostraca. Haring 2018, p. 155, n. 91. See the online catalogue of 
IFAO: http://www.ifao.egnet.net/bases/archives/ostraca/ (Accessed 21st November 2019). 
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the first half of the 20th Dynasty, followed in quantity by the second half of the 19th Dynasty. The 

early 19th Dynasty is less represented and there are remarkably few ostraca dating to the second half 

of the 20th Dynasty.269 There were plenty of limestone shards to be found in the mountains of 

Thebes, so the medium was easily attainable and cheap.270 The ostraca were used for administrative 

and religious purposes, but also for art by skilled artisans and students alike.271 The small pieces of 

stone were often used for more informal purposes, such as for small notes, reminders, quick 

drawings and gameboards.272  

The most abundant number of ostraca in Deir el-Medina were executed in hieratic script, with brush 

and pigment. These objects contain information related to administration, such as lists of workers 

and absentees from work, and letters, but there are also hymns to gods, love songs and longer 

literary texts such as wisdom texts.273 The hieratic ostraca found during the WHTM project are not 

included in this thesis; they were studied by Toivari-Viitala together with Demarée and will hopefully 

be published later on.  

 

4.2.1 Hieroglyphic ostraca 

Many of the objects in my assemblage fall within the category of hieroglyphic ostraca, which is partly 

due to the technique used in my collection. If text was written using incised lines, it would be written 

with hieroglyphs. If brush and pigment were an option, hieratic would be the easier and more 

obvious choice.  In general, hieroglyphic ostraca form the smallest group among all ostraca. The 

category of hieroglyphic ostraca seems to be quite neglected in Egyptological research. This may be 

due to the limited content in them and the problems of categorization. The objects are mainly 

connected with the teaching of students or represent practise work. The ostraca done with 

hieroglyphs often contain lists of royal names and titles or religious texts, that could then be used 

more or less directly on funerary objects or on tomb walls.274 Thus many objects in this category 

could be also labelled as practice work or trial pieces. The content of hieroglyphic writing would be 

 
269 Berg 2014, pp. 26–27; Haring 2018, pp. 146–148. It has been suggested that the reason for this was either 
that ostraca were no longer the medium chosen by scribes to do their notes, but that they had switched to 
papyrus, or that the scribes were no longer based in Deir el-Medina, but had moved, possibly to Medinet Habu. 
Haring 2006, pp. 111–112. 
270 Cooney 2012, p. 145; Heel & Haring 2003, pp. 5–6. 
271 Dorn 2013, pp. 1–4; Robins 1997, p. 191. 
272 Brunner-Traut 1979, pp. 8–9; Lesko, L. 1994b, p. 132. 
273 Brunner-Traut 1979, pp. 1–2; Bierbrier 1989, pp. 80–83. 
274 Goelet 2010, p. 124; Haring 2018, p. 155. 
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the types used on stelae, in tombs (i.e. chapters of the Book of the Dead), on funerary equipment 

such as coffins, and also some magical, medical and religious texts.275  

The Egyptian minority who was able to read and write was more acquainted with the hieratic script 

than with the hieroglyphic. In the teaching of scribes, hieratic was taught first, and hieroglyphic only 

to those further educated and in actual need to use the hieroglyphic script.276 These scribes were 

often connected with the religious, funerary and monumental “industry”, making monumental 

inscriptions, religious objects such as stelae or funerary objects such as sarcophagi.277 As a rule, 

hieroglyphs are often considered more prestigious than hieratic in Egyptological research and it is 

assumed that they were for this reason used in these important and “eternal” functions.278 In 

monumental context the preference to use hieroglyphs is quite easily explained by the durable 

nature of hieroglyphs especially when incised, and on their visibility in bright sunlight, but on tomb 

walls and funerary objects the choice becomes less obvious. Hieroglyphic script was needed by the 

workmen of Deir el-Medina to decorate the walls of tombs as their daily work, but also to produce 

religious and funerary objects for themselves and as a source of extra income in their spare time.279 

Thus, the ability to read and write hieroglyphs was in all likelihood higher than average within the 

community and the need to practise and teach these skills to next generations quite obvious.280  

 

4.2.2 Pictorial ostraca 

A small number of pictorial ostraca found in publications are done by incision, on occasion the relief 

work is also painted. There are some examples of incised pictorial ostraca in my assemblage, the 

most obvious example being O.WHTM 98. More often the pictorial ostraca are made with brush and 

pigment; the images are created with a black outline, sometimes showing a preliminary sketch or 

corrections in red. The objects that also have colour are less numerous.281 The motifs on pictorial 

ostraca are often without context, featured on the objects on their own, with no text.282 The pictorial 

 
275 Goelet 2010, p. 124.  
276 Goelet 2010, p. 124; Haring 2017, p. 234. 
277 Goelet 2010, p. 124; Haring 2017, p. 234. 
278 Goelet 2010, p. 126. 
279 Cooney 2006, pp. 43–55. 
280 Bierbrier 1989, p. 78; Goelet 2010, p. 124. 
281 Brunner-Traut 1979, pp. 1–3; Cooney 2012, p. 146. 
282 Cooney 2012, p. 147. 
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ostraca were created by artists and by students of art alike, often they have been labelled as practice 

pieces and quick sketches, but they have other qualities as well.  

The most common theme found on pictorial ostraca are human figures and their parts such as hands, 

heads and faces in profile. Animals are also a recurrent theme.283 Some of the themes can also be 

seen elsewhere, such as the “animal stories” on papyri, and possibly the “lying-in-chamber” on wall 

murals. The official themes are present as details, practice pieces, drafts and as copies of other work, 

found interesting or important by the artist.284 Original works of art are rare (but existent) and some 

of the themes are not found on other media.285  

The pictorial ostraca show a different side of ancient Egyptian art, not present in official art on 

temple walls or in tombs. The medium used, both plentiful and less precious, has allowed the artist a 

freedom to practice, to develop his skills, to try out new things and to illustrate more intimate 

aspects of life.286 They also give clues as to how the skills were transmitted from generation to 

generation.287 For these reasons the pictorial ostraca should be valued both as artistic products, and 

as another source for the study of ancient Egyptian art history.  

There seems to be variation in the themes and in the skill with which pictorial ostraca were made, 

according to their findspots. In the village itself, the variety of motifs is larger than in the examples 

found in the Valley of the Kings.288 The intimate and recreational worlds were more present in the 

village, which shows in the motifs displayed on the ostraca.289 On the other hand, the skill level 

seems to be higher in the Valley of the Kings. In the village more people of various skill levels were 

taking part in the production of pictorial ostraca, whereas the makers of ostraca in the Valley were 

for the most part the skilled workmen themselves, highly trained in drawing and writing, which 

explains the generally perceived higher quality of ostraca found there.290  

Pictorial ostraca were also used as religious objects as modest substitutes for votive stelae. They 

were more affordable but still served the same purpose. The ostraca were either painted or incised 

and dedicated to various deities, such as Meretseger, Ptah, Thoth and Amun. They were small 

 
283 Cooney 2012, pp. 146–147. 
284 Brunner-Traut 1979, pp. 3–4; Robins 1997, pp. 190–192. 
285 Cooney 2012, pp. 146–147. 
286 Brunner-Traut 1979, pp. 3–4; Dorn 2013, pp. 7–8. 
287 Cooney 2012, pp. 145–147, 164–165; Vivas Sáinz 2016, p. 215. I will take a closer look at the teaching of 
skills in chapter 4.3. 
288 See e.g. Dorn 2011 for ostraca found in the Valley of the Kings. The subject has been more widely explored 
by Peterson 1974. 
289 Cooney 2012, p. 147.  
290 Cooney 2012, p. 147. See also Janssen & Janssen 1990. 
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enough to be carried with the owner and could be set up in chapels as votive offerings but also in 

houses and huts, where they demonstrate the existence and practice of private religion in and 

around the village of Deir el-Medina.291   

 

4.3 Trial pieces and teaching in and around the village of Deir el-Medina 

The category of trial pieces was difficult to assess. The learning and schooling of Deir el-Medina 

inhabitants has been dealt with to some extent in publications, but a consensus is yet to be found. 

The subject of trial pieces in themselves has not been explored to any great lengths. A trial piece in 

the context of my assemblage, is an object made using incised lines or relief, made by a student or an 

apprentice, or by an artist, practising or developing a certain theme. The status of the maker is not as 

important as the function of the object as practise work. In Egyptological literature in general, a trial 

piece could have been made with incised lines or by painting, the former being quantitatively clearly 

more marginal. The purposes of trial pieces are varied, but mainly they were studies of a theme, 

practice pieces, student exercises or models made by artists or scribes.292 As can be seen, the 

category of trial pieces covers many of the same purposes as the different types of ostraca do, but 

they are not limited to ostraca alone. Thus, I have dealt with these as an overlapping category that 

can be used simultaneously with the other categories in my thesis, as the original function of the 

objects or the status of the maker is often hard to decipher.  

The existence of trial pieces at the Station de Repos, and in the wider area used by the inhabitants of 

Deir el-Medina, points to the transference of skills. Within the community of draftsmen and artists 

living in the isolated surroundings of Deir el-Medina, an independent system of teaching skills must 

have taken place. As the children growing up in the village aspired to join the crew of workmen, they 

must have had the opportunity to learn and train the skills needed. The ones that did not make it to 

the work crew had to leave the village, so proper motivation was in place.293 As a rule, only the eldest 

son had the opportunity to continue in his father’s footsteps.294  

 
291 Brunner-Traut 1979, p. 7; Eyre 2013, pp. 317–319; Dorn 2013, p. 3, where he uses the term ‘stelenostraka’ 
for these objects; Robins 1997, p. 191. For private religion in Deir el-Medina, see for example Luiselli 2008, 
Luiselli 2014, Demarée 1983, Jauhiainen 2009, Sadek 1987, Friedman 1994, Weiss 2009. 
292 Robins 1994, p. 177. 
293 Černý 2001, pp. 116–117; Lesko, L. 1994c, p. 12. Some may have stayed on as a member of the smd.t 
personnel, see for example Gabler 2018. 
294 Lesko, B. 1994, p. 24. 
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Reading, writing and artistic skills were learnt through copying and practice, either from father to 

son, master to apprentice or in larger school groups; the method and location are still a matter of 

dispute.295 A more informal system of a “community of practice”, where all members of the artistic 

sphere were involved, regardless of their skill level, has also been suggested.296 It is unclear whether 

writing and drawing were taught at the same time or if it was done separately. Both skills were 

needed by the workmen to decorate the tombs.297 It is also possible that a larger percentage of the 

children in the village (also girls) were able to take part in a more elementary education, while some 

continued to more advanced studies, mainly aiming at employment in the workcrew.298 

The teaching was done largely by mimesis: the student was given a short passage of text, often an 

excerpt of a literary text, a simple image or a single hieroglyph, to copy. The work by the student 

could then have taken place anywhere in the village or even close to where the crew was working.299 

Training of students can be attested in the village itself and also in the Valley of the Kings.300  

As to my material from the Station de Repos, even though some show characteristics of trial pieces, I 

must leave the definite identification of these to more experienced scholars. This identification is 

often problematic even when the material is less fragmented than the objects in my assemblage.301 

Often this attempt rests on giving a value of either poorer or higher quality to the objects.302 The 

more accomplished ones were more likely made by the teacher or advanced students and the ones 

of poorer quality by the students.303 From the point of view of classification, it is important not to 

confuse a student exercise in art with a caricature made by an artist. Dorn304 explains that the 

difference is seen in the representation of canonical elements such as correct proportions: in 

caricatures, these elements are present, combined with un-canonical elements. If the canonical 

elements are missing altogether, the image is made by someone who does not have the skills to 

represent these.305 The presence of corrections, done with either red or black colour, may indicate a 

 
295 Robins 1997, pp. 191–192; Brunner-Traut 1979, pp. 8–9; Toivari 2000, pp. 173–177; Dorn 2013, pp. 3–5. 
296 Cooney 2012.  
297 Dorn 2013, pp. 3–5. 
298 Toivari 2000, pp. 173–174.  
299 Toivari 2000, p. 174. 
300 See e.g. Dorn 2011 and Peterson 1974. 
301 Hagen 2007, p. 38; Dorn 2013, pp. 3–5; Cooney 2012, pp. 162–163. 
302 The questions that arise when classifying objects as school exercises are for example: how to identify the 
better exercises from the work of artists? Is low quality always the result of school context? And, when is the 
quality low enough to qualify as a student exercise? It must be kept in mind that implementing modern 
concepts of quality on ancient objects can lead to uncertain interpretations. Dorn 2013, pp. 3–5; Cooney 2012, 
pp. 162–163. 
303 Dorn 2013, pp. 3–5; Cooney 2012, pp. 162–163; Hagen 2007, pp. 38–44. 
304 Dorn 2011, p. 77. 
305 Dorn 2011, p. 77. 
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work by a student, corrected by his (or her) teacher. In scribal exercises, the use of titles for texts, 

colophons or dates may serve as indicators, though they can hardly be considered conclusive.306  

 

5 Observations and results 

In this chapter I make some observations and present tentative results regarding my assemblage, so I 

hope that by this point the reader has acquainted him or herself with the catalogue and plates in the 

appendixes. The total number of objects is 192. Through iconographical analysis of the visual 

contents on the objects, and with the help of some translated names and parallels found from 

previous publications, I have tentatively grouped the objects in my assemblage into different 

categories as follows:  

A group of objects (21 plus at least 3 problematic) demonstrated features that indicate origin as an 

inscribed object such as a stela. Because most of the objects are fragments and the texts are not 

translated, this group may include other objects with hieroglyphic text and/or pictorial content, e.g. 

stela bases, libation basins, offering tables or architectural features. To be more certain and to 

further divide this group into subcategories, one would need to translate the texts on the objects. 

For the purposes of this thesis, I will call this category stela fragments. These are O. WHTM 2, 112, 

144, 180, 191, 193, 244, 252 (or a pictorial ostracon?), 253, 340a, 379, 387, 409 recto, 445, 534, 646, 

681, 730 (or a hieroglyphic ostracon?), 734, 736 (or a pictorial ostracon?), 744, 745, 746, and 796.  

Another group was formed by pictorial ostraca or trial pieces (33 objects plus at least 2 problematic). 

These include objects with a clearly pictorial content, even if the motif remained unidentified and the 

original function unclear. This group may thus include objects that come from e.g. stelae, pictorial 

ostraca and/or trial pieces. These are: O. WHTM 98, 215, 252 (or a stela fragment?), 257, 260a, 268, 

276, 336, 343, 372, 388, 397, 400a, 448, 454, 461, 470, 512, 518, 526, 530, 547, 650a, 653, 684, 725, 

727, 736 (or a stela fragment?), 743, 747, 819, 827, 841, 844, and 851.  

A larger group consists of hieroglyphic ostraca or trial pieces (63 objects plus at least 1 problematic). 

These include objects with hieroglyphic writing, when their content and/or function remained 

unidentified and they could not be in good faith categorized as an inscribed object, such as a stela 

fragment. Translating the texts might help in few cases, but in general these objects may originate 

 
306 See e.g. Hagen 2006. 
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from a number of different object types, such as hieroglyphic ostraca, stelae, other inscribed objects 

and trial pieces. These are: O. WHTM 38, 58, 158, 178a, 178b, 178c, 178d, 178e, 178f, 178h, 178i, 

178k, 179, 182c, 182d, 190b, 228, 254a–b, 259a–b, 260c, 261, 266, 267b, 277, 278, 282, 283, 286, 

295, 308, 347, 348, 349, 380, 383, 391, 394, 396, 410, 513, 514, 515, 524, 568, 573, 585a, 600, 604, 

633, 634, 662, 663, 665, 702, 719, 728, 730 (or a stela fragment?), 753, 758, 759a, 759b, 763, 769, 

and 804.  

Two objects possibly contain workmen’s marks: O. WHTM 288 and O.WHTM 320.  

The largest group includes the pieces with unidentified or minimal contents (71 objects). These 

include objects with minimal traces or such decoration that could not be identified. These are: O. 

WHTM 23,  56, 57, 63, 64b, 178g, 178j, 178l, 178m, 182a, 182b, 182e, 188, 190a, 260b, 267a, 273, 

275a, 275b, 275c, 275d, 284, 285, 287a–b, 296, 297, 300, 304, 307a, 307b, 310, 311, 314, 318, 337, 

340b, 341, 344a, 344b, 344c, 344d, 373, 376a, 376b, 382, 384, 395, 398, 400b, 402, 406, 409 verso, 

520, 523a, 527, 528, 558, 591, 650b, 701, 717, 722, 723, 724, 741, 749, 826, 830, 837, 840, and 859.   

The total number within these groups is 193 which is due to including the recto and verso of 409 in 

different categories. Almost all objects were of limestone with four objects of sandstone: O. WHTM 

193, O. WHTM 278, O. WHTM 736 and O. WHTM 827. The conservation status of the sandstone 

pieces was clearly poorer than of the limestone objects. This is due to the soft and easily eroded 

quality of sandstone. The objects are all decorated with incised lines and/or relief. Few objects have 

traces of colour: O. WHTM 2 and O. WHTM 746, with possible traces on O. WHTM 188, O. WHTM 

267a and O. WHTM 398. Most of the objects are quite small in size, proven by the fact that multiple 

tracings fitted on a single page of my A4-sized notebook. A couple objects were larger than this, O. 

WHTM 98, 379, and 736. 

Larger scenes of stelae are visible on several objects. O. WHTM 144, O. WHTM 180, and O. WHTM 

191 all seem to be rectangular in shape. The first and the third are connected with the goddess 

Meretseger, the first and the second show similar leaves of a plant framing an offering table. O. 

WHTM 379 shows the left side of a round-topped stela with (at least) two registers, the higher one 

with one worshipper, supposedly the dedicator of the stela, and the lower one two worshippers, 

possibly the sons or co-workers of the dedicator. O. WHTM 534 shows the top of a round-topped 

stela with Meretseger and a bald-headed offerer. O. WHTM 646 shows the left edge of a stela with a 

female again being worshipped, as does O. WHTM 387. O. WHTM 681 shows the top-right part of a 

round-topped stela, this example is clearly of poorer quality. O. WHTM 2 shows the most colour of 

my objects and is discussed below. 
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The divinity most often depicted in my assemblage is the goddess Meretseger. In O. WHTM 191 she 

is portrayed as a serpent(-headed) figure, as well as on O.WHTM 534. On O.WHTM 650a a serpent(-

headed) figure might be distinguishable. She is also mentioned in the text on O.WHTM 144. On a 

small number of my objects (O.WHTM 57, 178l, 591 and possibly 819) there are multiple undulating 

lines represented one below the other. These may of course be just that, lines, undulating or only 

perceived to be undulating, but some of them may also represent the tails of snakes. Such imagery is 

found on a number of stelae dedicated to Meretseger, such as on a stela of Wab, CGT 50060, in 

Museo Egizio, Turin. 

Persons are visible on a number of objects. A head of a king shown in profile is seen on O.WHTM 98, 

which is a nice example of a pictorial ostracon. On O. WHTM 244, a bald-headed person is partly 

visible on a stela fragment, as well as on O. WHTM 534. Another bald-headed person is shown on O. 

WHTM 727. On O. WHTM 257 the face and the vulture crown of a female are partly visible. On O. 

WHTM 372 the head of an Amarna-styled female is depicted in profile. On O. WHTM 387 the body of 

a female being worshipped is visible from the shoulders to the hips. A very simplified form of a 

person is seen on O. WHTM 736. On O. WHTM 461 and 844 the mid-section of a man is visible. The 

person on O. WHTM 2 might be a statue, judging from the lack of neck depicted and the general 

block-like appearance. In addition to these, there are a group of objects showing smaller parts of the 

human body such as arms, hands, or feet. 

An interesting pair of objects with a similar motif of a back of a person and behind him the backrest 

of a chair with a cloth folded over it is present on O. WHTM 736 and O. WHTM 796. The size and 

material of these two objects differ markedly, the former is sandstone and quite large, the latter is 

limestone and smaller, and yet they both show approximately the same part of a scene, survived 

through the millennia. It is remarkable that two such different and yet similar objects appeared in 

this small assemblage. Another feature that came across was a hand of a person, holding an object in 

a slightly awkward manner which is seen on two of my objects, O. WHTM 646 and O. WHTM 841. 

The base of the object seems to be slightly off-centre compared to the top of the object, seen below 

and above the hand.  

Man-made objects are also present as motifs: on O. WHTM 276 a part of a shrine is visible, O. WHTM 

343 might show a part of a chair. O. WHTM 653 may show something man-made, although the 

identification of it proved very challenging. Cartouches are shown on their own in the category of 

hieroglyphic ostraca on O. WHTM 259a–b, 266, 277, 282, 347, and 719. These do not include 

cartouches visible on stela fragments. 
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Some elements in the pictorial content raised questions. Such as identifying offerings on tables and 

held in hands. These are often very summarily described in Egyptological literature and finding 

answers meant browsing through a large number of sources. It seems that the lack of terminology 

for ancient Egyptian art has not gone unnoticed by scholars in the field either.307 For example, the 

leaves of plants framing an offering table, present on O.WHTM 180, 409 recto, 646 and possibly 144 

and 454. Similar images were found on other stelae, but I could not find a satisfactory explanation for 

it, except that they seem to be the leaves of some plant. Next, the objects visible below the offering 

table. These were described as wine jars, amphorae and lettuce, depending on the source, if they 

were named at all. At the last minute I found an exhilarating PhD thesis by Pauline Norris on the 

meaning of the lettuce representations which cleared this subject for me.308  

 

6 Discussion 

In this chapter I discuss the results and observations stated in the previous chapter. However, before 

proceeding, I must present some limitations to my discussion. As has been stated before and can be 

clearly seen in the catalogue and plates, my assemblage contains material that is quite fragmentary. 

There are not many pieces that can be considered whole and not many more that give a clear idea of 

their contents. Because of this, identifying the objects as e.g. fragments of votive stelae or trial pieces 

is problematic and, in many cases, impossible. Further hindering the categorization was the decision 

not to translate the texts on the objects. It need not be stated in the context of a master’s thesis, 

that the experience and qualifications of the writer in analysing iconographic nuances of the motifs is 

not at the same level as with experts of Deir el-Medina material or ancient Egyptian art history. To 

arrive at generally accepted conclusions, one should evaluate all available evidence and be familiar 

with a large number of similar objects. Especially when dealing with pictorial ostraca or student 

exercises, one should be careful not to overinterpret or speculate when there is little evidence for it, 

as the motifs and their representation may not follow the canonical repertoire.309  

The categorization of the objects was not as straightforward as I had hoped and there were some 

questions that needed answering first. For example, concerning hieroglyphic ostraca: Should a 

fragment with a short hieroglyphic text excerpt be categorized as a hieroglyphic ostracon or should it 

be called a hieroglyphic fragment? Does an object with half of a hieroglyph preserved qualify for this 

 
307 See e.g. Müller 2000.  
308 Norris 2015.  
309 Peck 1985, pp. 14–16. 
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group? The same problem in categorization is encountered with pictorial ostraca. There are many 

examples of fragmented images in my assemblage. Should they be called pictorial ostraca, even 

though they were possibly not created as an independent object in themselves, or should they be 

called pictorial fragments? The line drawn between minimal content and including an object in a 

category is not clear and some of the objects may be now treated with either too positively or too 

negatively. The category of trial pieces is not straightforward either. When can an object be called a 

trial piece? Should the workmanship be poor to qualify and how poor should it be? This category can 

also encompass same objects as the previously mentioned categories and is not limited to them, it is 

in a way overlapping with these other categories. Because of the difficulty of assessing the 

workmanship or purpose of on an object, I have not formed an independent category of trial pieces. 

The categories I have given for the objects can only be considered tentative and are used in this 

thesis to cover a number of possible original purposes, which were not possible to identify. 

The objects in my assemblage exhibit themes that are quite common on incised objects: hieroglyphs, 

cartouches, compositions seen on stelae, heads in profile. There are no “captures of everyday life” as 

can be found on some pictorial ostraca. I imagine that this difference in subject matter is due to the 

method of execution. Pictorial ostraca done with brush and pigment were executed faster than the 

ones that were incised, and therefore have more fluid lines and offer the possibility for sketches and 

quick studies. Incised images require more planning and a slower work pace due to the technique. 

Quick sketches and motifs of everyday life were not easily realized in relief and are for this reason 

quite non-existent, as is seen in my assemblage as well.  

The category with most examples is the one with objects of limited or unidentified contents (71 

examples). In hindsight, these might have been excluded from this thesis, as there is little that can be 

said of the objects and thus their input to research is of little value. The second largest group are the 

hieroglyphic ostraca (63 objects plus 1 problematic), which includes objects with varying amount of 

text. Because the texts were not translated, their content is not assessed in this thesis. The third 

largest group contains the pictorial ostraca (33 objects plus 2 problematic), mostly composed of 

fragments of unidentified origin but with also some larger or more complete examples. 

Notwithstanding the category of workmen’s marks with only two specimens, the category of stela 

fragments is the smallest group (with 21 objects plus 3 problematic) and yet it offers the most 

information. Therefore, the theme that most presents itself among the assemblage, due to most of 

the complete objects representing this category, is religious. Partly this result is founded in the 

selection method, when only incised objects were included in the assemblage. The technique of 

carving was used for a certain type of objects and not on others, e.g. administrative documents and 



48 
 

 

letters were realized in hieratic script, done with brush and pigment. Also, the majority of pictorial 

ostraca are done by drawing and painting, and only a minority by carving. These pictorial ostraca 

contain themes more limited than the painted ones. The purposes where carved decoration was 

considered more appropriate were religious objects such as stelae, architectural features such as 

door jambs, lintels and seats, and practice work for hieroglyphic writing and the aforementioned 

objects, as well as for the main purpose of the workmen, the decoration of the royal tombs. Thus, by 

limiting the objects into ones made by carving, the results have been at least in part predetermined. 

Studying the find places of the objects in my assemblage was not done in this thesis. This is mainly 

due to the fact that there are no published detailed maps of the WHTM excavations which would 

allow for such analysis. Secondly the results of such analysis would have to be considered at best 

uncertain because of the disturbed nature of the site. The area of Station de Repos is passed in the 

middle by a well-worn path, still used today. Bruyère mentions the possibility of the path and its 

users having caused a number of huts being lost in the middle of the site. The numbers of path-users 

have not diminished since his time but rather multiplied with the onslaught of tourism. Also, the fact 

that the site has been previously excavated diminishes the chances of finding objects still in situ. 

Bruyère’s team shifted and moved large amounts of material from inside the huts into other areas of 

the site, as well as removed the objects considered important, probably leaving mostly fragments 

behind, and these in disturbed circumstances. 

The study of these objects is in many ways left half-way in this thesis because of previously 

mentioned restraints. At the start of this process, it was deemed more important to publish the 

whole collection, than to concentrate on a few select highlights of the group. This “cherry-picking” 

has been the failing of many early publications that have concentrated only on the select few 

examples in a collection, the rest left to await publication for decades. As a master’s thesis, the latter 

choice might have been easier in a way and would have led to a more coherent end-result. It would 

have also saved time from working on a mass of objects, as opposed to for example 24 objects, and 

would have made possible a deeper research on these objects as well as translating the texts found 

on them. This said, I still think that the publication of the whole group serves a purpose and will be of 

use to researchers of this object type, of Deir el-Medina and ancient Egyptian art history. Hopefully 

the more complete objects will see further analysis in future publications.   
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7 Conclusions 

The purpose of this thesis is to publish a collection of incised objects found at the Station de Repos 

site during the WHTM project in 2008–2013. The number of objects amounts to 192 and includes 

objects realized on limestone and on sandstone. The publication was carried out following 

Egyptological traditions: The Catalogue with descriptions first and the Plates with tracings or line 

drawings and photographs after. These are both found in the Appendixes of this thesis. The 

description of the objects was left at a basic level, without venturing into interpretations that were 

not self-evident from the iconographic content on the objects. The investigation into the content and 

meaning of the objects can be carried out further by e.g. translating the texts on the objects, which 

was not done in this thesis. 

To better understand the objects in my assemblage, it was necessary to illuminate their background 

and give them context, both as archaeological finds and as objects. Their makers were the workmen 

of Deir el-Medina, a village set up to house the people who built and decorated the royal tombs in 

the Valley of the Kings and in the Valley of the Queens. The village dates to the New Kingdom and 

was used from the 18th Dynasty to the 20th Dynasty and was finally abandoned during the 21st 

Dynasty. The villagers were exceptional in that they were highly trained and unusually literate and 

could produce for themselves objects that were normally restricted to the use of a wealthier elite. 

This can be seen in the large amount and the often high quality of the objects they left behind in the 

Theban necropolis area, including our site of interest, the Station de Repos. 

Deir el-Medina has been the focus of scientific research from the start of the 20th century AD. 

Excavators of many nationalities have worked in the area, but the main work has been carried out by 

the French IFAO, the excavations led for decades by Bernard Bruyère. He dutifully also reported his 

findings in publications, which is not always the case even with modern excavations. Bruyère also 

excavated the Station de Repos site used by the workmen of Deir el-Medina in 1935 and published 

his findings and a map of the site in 1939. The site is situated between Deir el-Medina and the Valley 

of the Kings, in a pass between two peaks in the mountains of Thebes.  

At the site, Bruyère found three clusters of huts, 78 in all, often consisting of two rooms. The WHTM 

project counted 141 room entities and through new measurements was able to construct a new, 

more exact, map of the site. Comparing this to Bruyère’s map some deviations were found in the 

placement of rooms, walls and mastabas. The small huts were built with local limestone boulders 

with some lithic pieces as filling material. The walls were plastered and at least in some places also 

whitewashed and possibly also decorated. There is also a small chapel adjacent to the mountain wall, 
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attributed by Bruyère to Amon of the Happy Encounter. Contrary to the report by Bruyère, the 

WHTM excavations found multiple fireplaces both inside and outside of the huts. Finds from the site 

included very varied material, only a small fraction of which is presented in this thesis.  

Based on the finds, the main period of use for the Station de Repos site was confirmed as the 19th 

and 20th Dynasties. The presence of the finds, mastaba-like beds, neckrests, fireplaces, the chapel, 

and the general effort that has been made to build and maintain these huts, all point to a long period 

of use, and to varied activities carried out at the site such as sleeping, eating, off-duty work and play, 

and religious activities. The huts found in the Valley of the Kings by the MISR project seem to be built 

with approximately similar techniques and materials, but as less permanent. This is probably due to 

the shorter period of use for the huts, connected with building a certain tomb in close proximity.  

The group of objects that make up my assemblage, was put together with the title “stela fragments”. 

However, during the descriptive process it became evident that all the objects could not be 

attributed to this category. In the collection are ostraca with both hieroglyphic and pictorial content, 

stela fragments, two objects with possibly workmen’s marks, and possibly trial pieces. Attributing an 

object into these categories requires some distinctive elements or texts to be preserved and 

identified in the objects and thus a large enough piece to have been survived. Regrettably often in 

my assemblage the definite identification of the object as belonging to a certain category was not 

feasible due to the fragmented state of the objects. 

In this thesis I chose to categorize objects with hieroglyphic content with unknown purpose as 

hieroglyphic ostraca (63 objects plus 1 problematic), objects with pictorial content with unknown 

purpose as pictorial ostraca (33 plus 2), few examples of possible workmen’s marks form their own 

group (2 objects), and only those with a clearer source from a stela as stela fragments (21 plus 3). 

The category of trial pieces is used simultaneously with the other categories when applicable. Many 

objects were so fragmented and had such little content, that they could not be included in any of the 

previous categories and were left in the unidentified category (71 objects).  

The objects display common themes found on incised objects: heads in profile, cartouches, 

hieroglyphic texts, and religious scenes. The content and purpose of the objects are in many cases 

not clear but when they have been identified, are mainly religious. This result stems from the 

technique used: carving was reserved for objects used in religious, monumental, and architectural 

contexts, and finding these types in my assemblage can thus be of no surprise.  

With this thesis a small amount of the finds from the WHTM excavations are published. Hopefully, 

they will be of use to researchers of Deir el-Medina and to ancient Egyptian object studies. The final 
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publication of the WHTM excavations, the new maps and the other finds are still pending but will 

hopefully still see the light of day in the form of one or several publications. 
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Appendix 1: Catalogue 

The objects are listed here according to their find numbers assigned during the excavations. The list 

runs in numerical order, from the smallest to the largest, and thus also from the earliest found to the 

latest discovery. The measurements mentioned are in centimetres and are given as maximum 

measurements as height x width x thickness. Every item in the catalogue is reproduced in the Plates 

as a tracing done in Luxor during the study season 2013, scanned for this thesis, and also as a 

photograph when available. The photographs were taken by Matjaz Kačičnik during the study 

seasons of 2012 and 2013. The tracings are in scale except for some larger examples which were too 

large for the A4-format. I have sought to adjust the photographs into the same scale.  

 

 

Find number: WHTM 2 Plate: I–II 

Find place: Area: N, NS-corner cleaning layer 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (Height x Width x Thickness): 18,5 x 12,4 x 4,0 cm 

Technique: Incised, raised relief, with red and black colour 

Description: A larger piece with the front and possibly also the back worked smooth. Decoration is 

on one side only. The image is done in raised relief and is partly filled in with red and black colour. All 

the edges and a large portion of the surface on the upper right corner have broken off. 

Contents: There is a sun disc near the left edge, only the right side of it is visible. The sun disc is done 

in raised relief and is painted red. To the right of the sun disc there is a figure of a man, the head and 

upper body are visible. The figure is done in raised relief. The man is facing the sun disc and has a 

long slightly curving beard and a long wig that falls behind his back. He is wearing a high-collared and 

tight-fitting dress. The area between the beard and the body has suffered damage and is now lost. 

The neck is very short and there are no discernible shoulders visible, making the torso seem very 

block-like. There is a vertical structure behind the man, done in raised relief. The area between the 

man and the sun disc is coloured with black, as is the area between the man and the structure 

behind him. The backside of the piece is smooth and concave, possibly it has been worked also (this 

information is mentioned on the fundblatt, there is no photograph of the backside).  

Commentary: The piece could be a fragment of a stela. The traces of colour indicate that the 

background of the image was coloured black. Could the figure of the man be a statue? The vertical 

structure behind the man does not seem to be the right edge, as the stone continues few 

centimetres further to the right of the broken image.  
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Find number: WHTM 23 Plate: II 

Find place: Area: N, Trench: T3, spit 1 East side 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 4,3 x 4,5 x 0,5 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief  

Description: A piece with decoration on one side. The left edge is possibly original as it is worked 

straight. Other edges have broken off. The image is incised in sunk relief and there is a large area 

missing in the centre of the piece.  

Contents: The left edge is delineated with a shallow incised line. To the right there is a curved shape. 

There is a large area missing next to the curved shape. There seems to be a thin, slightly curving, strip 

that starts at the top and curves down and to the right through the destroyed area and beside the 

curved shape. To the right, there are two roughly vertical strips that end in a curve near the top edge, 

the one on the left earlier and the one on the right continues slightly further up. There is a small 

curving line between the vertical strips on the lower part of the piece. 

Commentary: The image is obscured by parts missing, the reading of the motif is very approximate, 

as is the orientation of the piece. It is part of a larger original, possibly a stela or an ostracon. Possibly 

the carving of the piece was left unfinished, as the partly incised line following the left edge would 

suggest. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 38 Plate: III 

Find place: Area: N: Trench: T2, spit 2 North side 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 6,6 x 4,6 x 1,9 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: The piece has one finished, smooth surface with decoration. The lower edge is original 

and is worked straight with a rounded edge, others have broken off. The piece is glued together from 

two smaller fragments. The surface has faint horizontal traces from the working of the stone. 

Contents: There is a base line indicated at the bottom, running horizontally parallel to the original 

lower edge. Above, there are incised hieroglyphs in sunk relief in what appears to be a horizontal text 

line. There is a small part of a horizontal line above the signs, which could indicate the upper register 

line. The signs are read from right to left.  

Commentary: The piece could be part of a stela or some other inscribed object. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 56 Plate: III 
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Find place: Area: N, Trench: T3, Context: Spit 2 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 5,3 x 5,5 x 1,3 cm 

Technique: Incised lines 

Description: A piece in very poor condition with two sides that have some markings: the front and 

the upper edge. Other edges have broken off. 

Contents: There is one diagonal incised line on the top and a cluster of very illegible lines below. On 

the upper edge there seem to be some lines carved onto the worn and uneven surface. 

Commentary: The piece is probably just something found and scratched on, without any deeper 

meaning to the lines. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 57 Plate: IV 

Find place: Area: N, Trench: T4, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 7,2 x 7,5 x 1,5 cm 

Technique: Incised lines 

Description: One worked side with incised lines. There is a part missing on the top-right corner. All 

the edges have broken off. 

Contents: There are five thicker lines that run roughly horizontally on the piece, one atop the other. 

They stop slightly before the left edge. There are thinner lines that continue the lines to the left. On 

the bottom there is a sixth line, but this one is orientated differently and runs diagonally from the 

lower left to the upper right direction. The edge of the broken off- part on the upper right corner is 

curved and could follow an incised line.  

Commentary: This could be a trial piece with the thinner lines instructional or corrective. Possibly 

this is a student exercise. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 58 Plate: V 

Find place: Area: N, Trench: T3, spit 2 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 5,6 x 2,3 x 1,0 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A vertical piece with one finished side. The decoration is done in sunk relief. All the 

edges have broken off. The surface has some faint vertical lines from the working of the stone. 
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Contents: An incised register line runs from top to bottom on the right. To the left, there are 

hieroglyphs in what appears to be a vertical text column. 

Commentary: The piece is possibly part of a stela, but this designation must be very tentative as so 

little has survived. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 63 Plate: V 

Find place: Area: N, Trench: T3, spit 2 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 5,6 x 3,8 x 2,0 cm 

Technique: Incised lines 

Description: A worn and broken piece with incised decoration on one side. All edges have broken off. 

Contents: The surface has been badly damaged, but there is a small area that still shows a smoothed 

surface and incised lines. Two thicker lines on the left and on the bottom form an almost 90-degree 

corner. Two thinner horizontal lines pass through the area and diagonal lines form a pattern.  

Commentary: Possibly this is a practise piece or a doodle. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 64b  Plate: V 

Find place: Area: N, Trench: T4, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 5,1 x 6,3 x 1,5 cm 

Technique: Incised lines 

Description: A rough, worn piece with remains of a few incised lines. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: Two horizontal lines run parallel to each other from edge to edge. Two short diagonal lines 

can be seen near the bottom right. 

Commentary: The piece could be a doodle. Unfortunately, I was unable to include a photograph of 

this object into my thesis, as it was not found in Toivari-Viitala’s archives.  

 

 

Find number: WHTM 98 Plate: VI–VII 

Find place: Area: N, Trench: T6, Context: Spit 1 

Material: Limestone  
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Dimensions (H x W x Th): 22,0 x 28,0 x 7,0 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A large limestone piece with one finished side. Decoration is on one side only. The edges 

have broken off. 

Contents: On the finished side, there is a portrait of a pharaoh, shown in profile and done in sunk 

relief. The king is facing left, his head and upper shoulders are visible. He wears the nemes headdress 

with a uraeus on his forehead. The snake is executed in a shallower manner, perhaps it was left 

unfinished. He wears a straight beard that ends in a square shape. The ear is damaged but seems to 

be pierced. There is a curved line at the base of his throat, representing the collar of his garment or 

possibly the upper edge of a wide necklace. There is also perhaps a workman’s mark to the right of 

the head, an incised lunar shape with a short stem. 

Commentary: This ostracon is possibly a pictorial pstracon or a trial piece on an excess piece of 

limestone. Based on the style of the facial features, for example the aquiline nose, it was proposed 

that the image represents Sety I (information from the fundblatt). 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 112 Plate: VIII 

Find place: Area: N, Trench: T8, spit 3 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 4,1 x 6,8 x 1,2 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One worked and smoothed side with incised decoration. The right edge might be 

original as it is straight, the edge is rounded. All other edges have broken off.  

Contents: There are traces of three incised hieroglyphs one atop the other. The lowest one is fainter 

as the surface has splintered off there. The signs are read from up to down and right to left. Above 

the signs, there is a horizontal register line. Below the signs, there is the top-right corner of a space, 

possibly for an image.  

Commentary: The piece is probably part of a stela. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 144 Plate: IX 

Find place: Area: N, Trench: T11, spit 1 south 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 9,1 x 6,9 x 1,9 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 
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Description: A larger piece glued together from two smaller pieces. It has one finished side with 

incised decoration. The right edge and the top edge could be original, although badly damaged. The 

upper right corner is missing. Other edges have broken off. 

Contents: There is a horizontal line of hieroglyphs on top and a column of text on the right, their 

register lines framing the top right corner of an image. The goddess Meretseger is mentioned in the 

horizontal line. Above the signs, there is a part of the horizontal top register line visible. On the right, 

there is a part of the outer register line visible, following the right edge. The hieroglyphs are read 

from left to right. The surface for the image is lowered, the text framing it. The image itself is done in 

sunk relief: the top part of leaves or a plant of some kind is visible, with a horizontal line below them 

that turns downwards on the right. 

Commentary: This is very likely part of a stela. The image is possibly of an offering table or even an 

offering bowl or basket. A similar shape is seen on object n:o 50014, Museo Egizio, Turin, featured in 

Demarée 1983 as A 17 on pp. 53–54 and pl. VI. 

Names mentioned: Goddess Meretseger. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 158 Plate: IX 

Find place: Area: N, Trench: T11, spit 1 south 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 2,6 x 4,4 x 1,5 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. The top edge is original and straight, other edges 

have broken off. 

Contents: On the smooth, worked side there is a horizontal register line following the original edge 

on top. Below, there are the remains of few hieroglyphic signs.  

Commentary: Categorization of this object is quite impossible due to the small area preserved. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 178a Plate: X 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T17, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 10,4 x 8,9 x 2,1 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: The piece is glued together from two smaller parts. It has one finished side with 

hieroglyphs. All the edges have broken off. The surface has some vertical and diagonal shallow lines 
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that may originate from the working of the stone. There are also some speckles on the left side of the 

surface. 

Contents: Two horizontal register lines are visible, one on top, the other lower. They divide a group 

of hieroglyphs, possibly two horizontal lines of text. The signs are read from right to left.  

Commentary: There has possibly been a vertical register line to the right of the hieroglyphs, as the 

surface of the piece has since broken off along it. The piece is possibly a fragment of a larger object, 

as the signs are among the largest in my corpus. 

Compare: Found in the same area and similar in size, style and stone texture with pieces O. WHTM 

178b-m. This group of 13 pieces was thought to originate from the same larger, original piece. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 178b Plate: XI 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T17, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 6,2 x 13,6 x 1,8 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A piece glued together from two smaller parts. It has one finished side with decoration. 

All the edges have broken off. The surface of the stone is speckled, and it has some shallow vertical 

lines, probably originating from the working of the stone. 

Contents: Two horizontal lines are visible on top, two lines in the middle, and two lines near the 

bottom, dividing rows of hieroglyphs. The signs are read from right to left.  

Commentary: The piece is possibly a fragment of a larger object, as the signs are quite big. 

Compare: Found in the same area and similar in size, style and stone texture with objects O. WHTM 

178a, c-m. This group of 13 pieces could originate from the same larger, original object. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 178c Plate: XII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T17, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th):  7,1 x 11,0 x 2,3 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A piece glued together from three smaller parts. The piece has one finished side with 

decoration, all the edges have broken off. The surface of the stone has some shallow scratches, 

vertical and diagonal, that probably originate from the working of the stone. 
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Contents: Two vertical register lines are visible, one on both sides of a column of hieroglyphs running 

from top to bottom. The signs are read from right to left. There is another column partly visible to 

the right. A small part of a horizontal line is visible above the topmost hieroglyph.  

Commentary: The piece is possibly a fragment of a larger object, as the signs are quite big. 

Compare: Found in the same area and similar in size, style and stone texture with objects O. WHTM 

178a-b, d-m. This group of 13 pieces could originate from the same larger, original piece. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 178d Plate: XIII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T17, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 7,4 x 6,3 x 1,9 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: The piece has one finished side with decoration, all the edges have broken off. The 

surface of the stone is worn and has some vertical and diagonal shallow scratches, which may 

originate from the working of the stone. 

Contents: A small area of the worked original surface is still visible with parts of hieroglyphic signs. 

There is a vertical register line on the right side of the signs. There is possibly another line to the 

right, but it is made shallower.  

Commentary: The piece is possibly a fragment of a larger object, as the signs are quite big. 

Compare: Found in the same area and similar in size, style, and stone texture with objects O. WHTM 

178a-c, e-m. This group of 13 pieces could originate from the same larger, original piece. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 178e Plate: XIII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T17, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 6,2 x 5,5 x 1,3 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: The piece is glued together from two smaller parts. There is decoration on one side only 

with all the edges broken off. The surface of the stone is speckled and has some horizontal shallow 

scratches, possibly from the working of the stone. 

Contents: One vertical column of hieroglyphs is visible in the middle, edged between two register 

lines. There are possibly other columns of text to the right and to the left, traces of hieroglyphs only 

slightly visible. The signs run from top to bottom and are read from left to right.  
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Commentary: The piece is possibly a fragment of a larger object, as the signs are quite big. 

Compare: Found in the same area and similar in size, style, and stone texture with objects O. WHTM 

178a-d, f-m. This group of 13 pieces could originate from the same larger, original piece. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 178f Plate: XIV 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T17, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 6,5 x 5,7 x 1,8 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken off. The surface is quite 

white and has some shallow horizontal scratches, possibly from the working of the stone. 

Contents: One vertical column of incised hieroglyphs is visible from edge to edge with register lines 

on both sides. There is possibly another column to the left, traces of signs only partly visible. The 

hieroglyphs run from top to bottom and are read from right to left.  

Commentary: The piece is possibly a fragment of a larger object, as the signs are quite big. 

Compare: Found in the same area and similar in size, style, and stone texture with objects O. WHTM 

178a-e, g-m. This group of 13 pieces could originate from the same larger, original piece. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 178g Plate: XIV 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T17, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th):  4,1 x 7,2 x 2,0 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken off. The surface is covered 

in tiny scratches, mostly diagonal from upper left to lower right; they probably originate from the 

working of the stone. 

Contents: There is a straight horizontal line on the bottom and a shorter vertical line above.  

Commentary: The piece is possibly a fragment of a larger object. 

Compare: Found in the same area and similar in size, style, and stone texture with objects O. WHTM 

178a-f, h-m. This group of 13 pieces could originate from the same larger, original piece. 
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Find number: WHTM 178h Plate: XV 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T17, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 6,9 x 2,8 x 1,4 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken off. The surface of the 

piece is covered in scratches, horizontal and diagonal from the upper left to the lower right. Possibly 

they originate from the working of the stone. 

Contents: Two straight vertical lines are visible on the right side, one longer, reaching from edge to 

edge and the other about half its length. A couple of hieroglyphs are partly visible on the left. On top, 

there is a small segment of a horizontal line visible.  

Commentary: The piece is possibly a fragment of a larger object, as the signs are quite big. 

Compare: Found in the same area and similar in size, style, and stone texture with objects O. WHTM 

178a-g, i-m. This group of 13 pieces could originate from the same larger, original piece. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 178i Plate: XV 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T17, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 4,0 x 4,8 x 1,6 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken off. The surface has largely 

broken off on top, the lower part has some speckles. 

Contents: Few incised hieroglyphs are partly visible on the lower half of the piece.   

Commentary: The piece is possibly a fragment of larger object. The signs on this piece are much 

smaller than on the others in this group. 

Compare: Found in the same area and similar in size, style, and stone texture with objects O. WHTM 

178a-h, j-m. This group of 13 pieces could originate from the same larger, original piece. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 178j Plate: XV 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T17, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 3,9 x 5,2 x 1,6 cm 



82 
 

 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken off. The surface is covered 

in vertical shallow scratches, possibly from the working of the stone.   

Contents: Few incised lines are visible on this small piece. On the right, a part of a vertical line, in the 

middle a part of a horizontal line and another one on top. The curved line on top of the longer 

horizontal line may be just damage. Also, a small trace between the horizontal lines, near the upper 

right edge may be damage. 

Commentary: The piece is possibly a fragment of a larger object. Orientation, motif and function are 

hard to decipher. 

Compare: Found in the same area and similar in size, style, and stone texture with objects O. WHTM 

178a-i, k-m. This group of 13 pieces could originate from the same larger, original piece.  

 

 

Find number: WHTM 178k Plate: XV 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T17, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 4,6 x 3,1 x 0,8 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken off. The surface has some 

shallow vertical lines, possibly from the working of the stone. The surface of the stone is quite white, 

especially the lower part. 

Contents: A small piece with few lines visible. In the middle there is a part of a hieroglyph, with a 

horizontal line above and below.  

Commentary: The piece is possibly a fragment of a larger object.  

Compare: Found in the same area and similar in size, style, and stone texture with objects O. WHTM 

178a-j, l-m. This group of 13 pieces could originate from the same larger, original piece. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 178l Plate: XVI 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T17, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 2,1 x 5,2 x 0,9 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 
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Description: One finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken off. The surface has some 

shallow lines, from upper right to lower left, which may originate from the working of the stone. The 

surface is also speckled. 

Contents: On top, near the left edge, there are three horizontal lines parallel to each other. On the 

bottom, there are two thicker lines, the upper one with a slightly curved lower edge, the lower one 

curving from the upper left to lower right. High up on the right edge there is a small trace. 

Commentary: The piece is possibly a fragment of a larger object. Orientation, motif or function of the 

piece are hard to decipher. 

Compare: Found in the same area and similar in size, style, and stone texture with objects O. WHTM 

178a-k, m. This group of 13 pieces could originate from the same larger, original piece. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 178m Plate: XVI 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T17, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 2,8 x 3,8 x 1,0 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken off. The surface of the 

stone is quite white with some speckles. Shallow lines criss-cross the surface, possibly originating 

from the working of the stone. 

Contents: Traces of a few incised hieroglyphs are visible on the left and a vertical register line on the 

right. Near the right edge there are small traces of lines. 

Commentary: The piece is possibly a fragment of a larger object. 

Compare: Found in the same area and similar in size, style, and stone texture with objects O.  WHTM 

178a-l. This group of 13 pieces could originate from the same larger, original piece. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 179 Plate: XVI 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T17, spit 1 

Material: Limestone 

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 4,3 x 5,9 x 2,2 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A small piece with decoration on one finished side. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: On the left there are incised hieroglyphic signs. There is a vertical register line on the right. 

A shallow trace of a horizontal line above the signs is discernible. 
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Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original, such as a sketch, a trial piece or a stela fragment. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 180 Plate: XVII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T17, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 6,9 x 5,3 x 1,9 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: The piece has one finished side with decoration. The surface is damaged and crumbling. 

The right edge and the top might be original, other edges have broken off. 

Contents: The right side of an image is visible on this piece. The area is delineated with incised lines, 

two horizontal lines on top and one vertical on the right, following the right edge which might be 

original. There are three vertical columns of text on the top-right corner: the one on the right is 

empty and there is text in the other two. The surface and the text are badly damaged. The signs run 

from top to bottom and are read from right to left. Below, there is an offering table on the right, with 

some badly damaged offerings and an arch of plant or vegetable leaves. To the left of the table there 

is a human figure, only partly visible, possibly seated on a chair or a throne. The left arm is visible, 

bent at the elbow and extended forward towards the offering table. The hand is holding a was-

sceptre. 

Commentary: This piece is very likely a fragment of a funerary stela.  

Compare: Similar leaves are seen on pieces O. WHTM 409 recto and O. WHTM 646, slightly different 

on O. WHTM 454. The same kind of arch of leaves or vegetables can be seen on stela J.E. 25452 = 

16/3/25/14 = S.R. 14256 in the Egyptian Museum in Cairo, presented as A2 in Demarée 1983, p. 15 

and pl. II and XIV. The presentation of such leaves over and also drooping from the offering table 

seems to be quite common, see also other examples in Demarée 1983: A4, A6, A8, A14, A15, A17, 

A32, A33, A35, A41. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 182a Plate: XVII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T17, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 7,6 x 4,4 x 2,4 cm 

Technique: Incised lines 

Description: One side with decoration. The piece is badly broken and worn. All the edges have 

broken off. 

Contents: Two incised markings are visible on the top-left corner: One horizontal line and to the right 

a V-shape that points upwards. 
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Commentary: Possibly part of a larger original or just a doodle. 

Compare: A group of five pieces, similar in style and stone, that may have originated from the same 

larger object, numbered O. WHTM 182a-e. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 182b Plate: XVIII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T17, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 8,2 x 5,5 x 2,2 cm 

Technique: Incised lines 

Description: One finished side with decoration. The piece is damaged and worn. All the edges have 

broken off. 

Contents: There are parts of hieroglyphs visible on the right and on the left, with a vertical register 

line in the middle. 

Commentary: Part of a larger original object. 

Compare: A group of five similar pieces that may have originated from the same larger object, 

numbered O. WHTM 182a-e. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 182c Plate: XIX 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T17, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 7,5 x 8,7 x 2,2 cm 

Technique: Incised lines 

Description: One finished side with damage all over the piece. The surface is very worn. All the edges 

have broken off. 

Contents: There are traces of a few hieroglyphs on top and a trace of a horizontal line near the top. 

Two parallel horizontal lines are visible at the lower right corner, the one below longer and the one 

higher up shorter.  There may be some traces of lines to the left of these horizontal lines, but they 

are badly damaged. 

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger whole, the function of which is hard to decipher. The signs 

might also be workmen’s marks. 

Compare: A group of five similar pieces that may have originated from the same larger object, 

numbered O. WHTM 182a-e. 
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Find number: WHTM 182d Plate: XIX 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T17, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th):  4,6 x 6,6 x 1,9 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. The surface is quite damaged. All the edges have 

broken off. There are some shallow lines on the surface, mostly from upper left to lower right, which 

may originate from the working of the stone.  

Contents: There are partly visible hieroglyphs on the left and on the right, divided by a vertical 

register line. The signs are probably read from right to left. 

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger whole, the function of which is hard to decipher. 

Compare: A group of five similar pieces that may have originated from the same larger object, 

numbered O. WHTM 182a-e. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 182e Plate: XIX 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T17, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 3,3 x 3,0 x 1,2 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A small piece with one finished side. The decoration is on one side only. All the edges 

have broken off. The surface has multiple shallow lines, mostly vertical and diagonal from upper right 

to lower left, which probably originate from the working of the stone. 

Contents: One deeply incised vertical shape is visible on the piece; the line is wider at the bottom 

and tapers upwards. 

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger whole. The orientation, motif and function of the piece are 

very hard to decipher. 

Compare: A group of five similar pieces that may have originated from the same larger object, 

numbered O. WHTM 182a-e. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 188 Plate: XX 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T17, spit 1 
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Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 5,6 x 5,0 x 2,3 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief with dark colour 

Description: The piece has two worked sides, the front and the back. The front is badly eroded and 

has incised decoration, on the back there are traces of dark colour. The lower edge might be original, 

all the other edges have broken off. There are some shallow horizontal lines on the survived surface, 

possibly from the working of the stone. 

Contents: On the front, there is a horizontal bar following the lower edge. On the back, there are 

traces of dark colour. 

Commentary: The piece is possibly part of a larger whole. Unfortunately, I did not make a tracing of 

the back side of the piece. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 190a Plate: XXI 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T17, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 8,2 x 7,1 x 2,0 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One partly survived side with worked surface and decoration. All the edges have broken 

off. There are some roughly vertical shallow scratches on the surface, possibly from the working of 

the stone. 

Contents: Two roughly vertical lines are visible in the middle, they run from top to bottom parallel to 

each other. Near the right edge, there are some traces of a hieroglyph or possibly a workman’s mark.  

Commentary: The function of the object is very hard to decipher from this small fragment. 

Compare: Similar in size, style, and stone texture with piece O. WHTM 190b and found in the same 

area. They could originate from the same larger, original object. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 190b Plate: XXI 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T17, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 4,9 x 10,8 x 2,7 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: The piece has one finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken off. The 

surface of the piece has vertical scratches, possibly from the working of the stone.  
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Contents: Two vertical lines run from top to bottom. The one on the left is much shallower. To the 

right, there are some hieroglyphs partly visible.  

Commentary: Part of a larger original, the purpose of which is hard to interpret. 

Compare: Similar in size, style and stone texture with piece O. WHTM 190a and found in the same 

area. They could originate from the same larger, original object. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 191 Plate: XXII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T17, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 9,0 x 3,8 x 0,5 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A piece glued together from three smaller parts. It has one finished side with 

decoration. The surface of the stone is flaky and has suffered some damage, especially the top part. 

The top edge might be original, though damaged, other edges have broken off.  

Contents: On the right, there is an image of goddess Meretseger facing right, with a cobra head and a 

plaited long wig. She is wearing a crown with long upward cow horns and a sun disk between them. 

Behind the goddess on the left, there is a curved shape partly visible near the lower edge. Above on 

the left, there are three columns of hieroglyphs divided by vertical register lines, the signs are read 

from right to left. The name of Meretseger is mentioned in the first column. Near the top of the 

piece, there are two horizontal lines that follow the original edge on top, the lines define the top 

edge of the image. To the right of the goddess, there are few incised lines.  

Commentary: The piece is probably from a votive stela dedicated to Meretseger. Possibly the curved 

shape on the left could indicate the coils of her snake-form body. 

Compare: Stela of Hay, Museo Egizio, Turin, cat. 1606 = CGT 50062, where Meretseger is shown with 

a cobra head and a long wig, wearing a similar crown. Also, from the same museum, cat. 1564, a stela 

dedicated to Meretseger by Pendua, with snake coils.  

Names mentioned: Goddess Meretseger 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 193 Plate: XXIII–XXIV 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T17, spit 1 

Material: Sandstone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 15,3 x 20,1 x 7,5 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 
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Description: A larger piece of sandstone with one finished side, all the edges have broken off. The 

surface is damaged and worn. 

Contents: Four columns of hieroglyphs are visible in part, divided by vertical register lines. The signs 

run from top to bottom and are read from left to right. 

Commentary: The piece is very likely part of a larger original stela. 

Compare: The stone is similar to that of O. WHTM 827. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 215 Plate: XXV 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 6,9 x 7,0 x 3,2 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A piece glued together from two smaller parts. There is one worked side with 

decoration. All the edges have broken off. The colour of the stone is very light. 

Contents: A vertical straight line is incised on the right. To the left is an unidentified shape, a 

horizontal element that turns to follow the vertical line upwards for a while, then curves to the left. 

There is a foot-like shape visible inside this curved platform, backed up against the corner on the 

right with the “toes” pointing up. There is a vertical strap across this “foot” close to the left edge of 

the image and a thin horizontal piece above it.    

Commentary: The image seems unfinished, as the left part of the piece is left higher than the image.  

Possibly this was a trial piece, or a sketch. It may portray a mummy lying on a bed with a lion’s tail 

curving behind his feet, although this interpretation is far from sure. 

Compare: A depiction of a mummy laying on a bed with a lion’s tail is found in Sennedjem’s tomb 

TT1 in Deir el-Medina. The papyrus of Hunefer in the collection of the British Museum, featuring the 

Book of the Dead, in scene 4 the mummy is being transported on a similar bed with the tail close to 

the feet as in this ostracon, object n:o BM EA9901,4. (A good-quality image is found here: 

https://www.gettyimages.fi/detail/news-photo/egyptian-papyrus-depicting-taking-the-mummy-to-

the-news-photo/501578539 (Accessed 20th December 2019)) 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 228 Plate: XXV 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, spit 1 

Material: Limestone 

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 5,9 x 4,8 x 0,6 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 
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Description: A thin piece chipped off a larger original, with incised decoration on one finished side. 

All the edges have broken off. There are some speckles on the surface and some shallow lines from 

the working of the stone. The colour of the stone is quite white. 

Contents: A short segment of a vertical straight line is visible on the right, starting from the upper 

edge,  with traces of hieroglyphs on the left. The signs are most likely done in a vertical column and 

are read from right to left.  

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger object, but the function is very hard to decipher from this 

fragment. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 244 Plate: XXVI 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, spit 3 North 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 7,7 x 9,2 x 3,5 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk and raised relief 

Description: Decoration is on one finished side. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: A figure of a man with a bald head is partly visible on the right. The man is facing right. The 

features of the face and the ear are done in raised relief. There is a line at the base of his neck, which 

may indicate a high collared, tight fitting garment, or a necklace. His right arm is raised across his 

body towards the right of the viewer. On the left, there is a column of hieroglyphs, running from top 

to bottom and the signs are read from right to left. The column is between two vertical register lines. 

There are three fainter lines across the surface, two criss-crossing the text and one starting from the 

shoulder of the man, drawn downwards.  

Commentary: The piece is very likely a part of a stela. The workmanship is quite high and the more 

esteemed and more difficult raised relief is used on the figure. The purpose of the three fainter lines 

is not clear, are they corrections or just wear and tear on the piece? 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 252 Plate: XXVI 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, spit 2, central 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 7,6 x 5,6 x 1,6 cm 

Technique: Incised, raised relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken off. 
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Contents: An image in raised relief is partly visible: a crown with double plumes of ostrich feathers. 

To the right of the crown, there is a top of a diagonal line visible. Near the right edge there is a 

vertical line. On the upper left corner of the piece, there is a curved edge of something visible. 

Commentary: The piece is possibly a fragment of a stela or a trial piece.  

 

 

Find number: WHTM 253 Plate: XXVII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, spit 2, central 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 10,2 x 11,2 x 2,2 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: The piece has one finished side; the surface is badly damaged. All the edges have broken 

off. 

Contents: An image of two hands holding small round pots palms up. The hands belong to a person 

cut off from this piece and no longer visible on the right, hands extending to the left. Above the pot 

on the right, the lower-right corner of a cartouche is visible. Above the pot on the left, a corner of 

something is visible, underneath the hand there is a small trace of something incised. 

Commentary: The piece is possibly part of a stela or a trial piece. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 254a–b Plate: XXVIII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, spit 3 north 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): a: 6,4 x 9,1 x 2,4 cm, b: 4,2 x 5,3 x 1,6 cm (the item was not measured after 

gluing) 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: Glued together from two smaller pieces. The object has one finished side with 

decoration, all the edges have broken off. There are some horizontal shallow lines on the surface of 

the stone, especially on the upper part. Probably these are the result of the original working of the 

stone. 

Contents: Two lines of hieroglyphs are partly visible one on top of the other. The lower one is 

delineated by two horizontal register lines, one above and one below. The signs are read from right 

to left.  

Commentary: The fragment is difficult to categorize due to its small size. 
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Find number: WHTM 257  Plate: XXVIII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, spit 3 south 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 3,7 x 7,0 x 1,2 cm 

Technique: Incised, raised relief 

Description: One finished side with most of the surface damaged. The decoration is done in raised 

relief. All the edges have broken off.  

Contents: An image of a face in profile, facing right. The face is visible from the nose to the 

cheekbone, the ears or the neck are not visible. The person is wearing a crown, the vulture 

headdress. On top of the vulture crown, there is a sun disk, with something framing it along the right 

side.  

Commentary: The crown the person is wearing identifies the person as a female and more precisely 

as a queen or a goddess. The beak of the bird on her forehead is damaged, but there is enough to 

identify it as a bird and not as a snake. The sun disc might be surrounded by upward cow horns or 

surmounted by two plumes. She is facing right, which means she is probably the more esteemed 

person if this is a stela fragment, facing the offerer on the right. The more esteemed, and harder to 

make, technique of raised relief is used. This piece is probably a fragment of a stela or possibly a 

pictorial ostracon. The high quality of execution rules out the category of trial piece. 

Compare: Many goddesses are seen wearing a similar crown, e.g. Hathor in the tomb of queen 

Nefertari (QV 66) in the Valley of the Queens, as is Isis in QV 55 (image of the latter in Dodson & 

Hilton 2005, The Complete Royal Families of Ancient Egypt, photo on p. 192). Similar crown is seen 

worn by Mut in UC 14397, in Stewart 1976 on p. 37 and pl. 29.5. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 259a–b Plate: XXIX 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, spit 3 

Material: Limestone   

Dimensions (H x W x Th): a) 5,8 x 7,3 x 2,0 cm; b) 9,2 x 5,6 x 1,3 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: Two pieces that belong together but were not glued. One finished side with decoration. 

The surface is quite damaged and all the edges, except the small edge that joins these two pieces, 

have broken off. 

Contents: A cartouche is partly visible on both pieces. The signs are read from left to right. There is a 

vertical straight line to the left of the cartouche, and on the left side of the line, traces of a few 

hieroglyphs. 
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Commentary: The signs inside the cartouche spell the name of Ramesses Meryamun, most likely 

referring to Ramesses II. The pieces could be fragments of a stela, a hieroglyphic ostracon, or a trial 

piece. 

Names mentioned: Ramesses Meryamun, most likely king Ramesses II. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 260a Plate: XXX 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, spit 3 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 6,5 x 5,5 x 1,2 cm 

Technique: Incised, raised relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. The surface of the piece is damaged. All the edges 

have broken off. 

Contents: There are multiple strands visible, fanning out from the upper-right corner and executed in 

raised relief. 

Commentary: The strands could be pleats of a dress or braids of a wig. The original function of this 

piece is hard to decipher from this fragment. 

Compare: The pieces O. WHTM 260a–c were found in the same area and possibly originate from the 

same original object.  

 

 

Find number: WHTM 260b Plate: XXX 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, spit 3 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 5,9 x 4,3 x 1,4 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with faint traces of lines. The surface is badly damaged and has some 

shallow scratches, both vertical and horizontal, possibly from the working of the stone. All the edges 

have broken off. 

Contents: Two faint vertical lines run parallel to each other, from top to bottom. A horizontal straight 

line starts from the top of the vertical line on the right and continues to the edge of the survived area 

to the right. 

Commentary: The piece is too damaged to give an estimation of the motif, orientation or function. 

Compare: The pieces O. WHTM 260a–c were found in the same area and possibly originate from the 

same original object. 
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Find number: WHTM 260c Plate: XXX 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, spit 3 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 4,3 x 4,0 x 0,7 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with incised decoration. All the edges have broken off. The surface has 

some roughly horizontal scratches, possibly from the original working of the stone. 

Contents: Traces of a few hieroglyphs are visible with a horizontal register line above. Above the 

register line there are some incised traces. 

Commentary: The fragment is too damaged to estimate its original function. 

Compare: The pieces O. WHTM 260a–c were found in the same area and possibly originate from the 

same original object. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 261 Plate: XXXI 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, spit 3 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 5,8 x 5,4 x 4,0 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A piece with two finished sides forming a roughly 90-degree angle. The surfaces are 

badly damaged and worn. The edge between these two sides is original, straight and rounded 

although damaged, others have broken off. 

Contents: On the front side, there is a row of incised hieroglyphs, the signs are read from right to left. 

Only one sign with traces of others survive between two horizontal register lines. Turning the piece 

up by 90 degrees, there is another smoothed surface, with possibly a part of a hieroglyph visible. 

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original, but the motif or the function of it are hard to 

decipher.  

 

 

Find number: WHTM 266 Plate: XXXII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, spit 3 

Material: Limestone  
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Dimensions (H x W x Th): 4,2 x 3,8 x 1,1 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. The piece is quite worn. All the edges have broken 

off. 

Contents: Remains of an incised cartouche are visible: the lower part and few hieroglyphs within. 

Commentary: The categorization of this object is difficult due to its fragmented state. It could be a 

hieroglyphic ostracon or a trial piece. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 267a Plate: XXXII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, Spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 3,0 x 5,6 x 1,2 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with incised decoration. On another side there could be traces of dark 

colour (mentioned on the fundblatt). The surface has vertical scratches, possibly from the working of 

the stone. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: There is a horizontal line across the piece and a vertical line above it. There is also a 

shorter vertical line below it and a slightly curved shape on the lower-right corner. There is a line of 

darker colour near the right edge, but it is unsure if this is original and intentional. 

Commentary: This object is quite impossible to categorize due to its small size and limited content. 

There is no photograph or a tracing of the other side with the possible colour remains. 

Compare: Similar to piece O. WHTM 267b, possibly from the same original larger object. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 267b Plate: XXXII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, Spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 6,6 x 6,9 x 1,6 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with incised decoration. The surface has some damage and diagonal 

scratches, possibly from the original working of the stone. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: There are two horizontal lines in the middle of the piece, running from edge to edge, 

parallel to each other. Above, there is a bud- or an ear-like shape and below a damaged hieroglyph.  
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Commentary: The motif or function of this piece is hard to decipher. 

Compare: Similar to piece O. WHTM 267a, possibly from the same original larger object. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 268 Plate: XXXIII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, spit 2 north 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 5,1 x 9,0 x 1,5 cm 

Technique: Incised, raised relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration in raised relief. The surface is damaged and flaky. All 

the edges have broken off. 

Contents: The motif on the piece is hard to identify. On the bottom we see two straight lines at an 

angle. The higher line seems to work as some sort of a base line, as other elements start/end at this 

line. There is a thicker line with a fork-like end that starts at the upper-right corner and slightly 

arches downwards to the ”baseline”. To the right of this ”fork” there is a bunch of curvy strips 

fanning out to the upper right, starting at the “baseline”. Behind the forked line, there are two corner 

shapes, a smaller one higher up, and a larger one below, encompassing the smaller one. There is also 

a small triangle below the larger corner. Near the top, there is a short segment of a thin line that 

curves slightly towards the left. On the left there is a faint trace of a second vertical line, parallel to 

the left edge of the larger corner. 

Commentary: The object could be a pictorial ostracon, or a trial piece. The small size and the 

fractured surface make identifying the motif and orientation troublesome. On the fundblatt the 

motif on this piece is identified as birds or parts of birds. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 273 Plate: XXXIII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T25, spit 2 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 5,5 x 3,2 x 1,0 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration, the surface is damaged and has scratches from the 

original working of the stone. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: In the middle, there is a double horizontal line from edge to edge. Above and below, there 

are remains of hieroglyphic signs.  

Commentary: Identifying the motif or function of this fragment is quite impossible due to its 

damaged state. 
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Find number: WHTM 275a Plate: XXXIV 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T25, spit 2 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 5,3 x 3,8 x 1,1 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with incised decoration. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: There is one slightly curving line that runs vertically from edge to edge. There is a straight 

line that descends to the left from the top of the other line. 

Commentary: The motif on this object is quite impossible to decipher. 

Compare: May belong to the same original piece as O. WHTM 275b, 275c and 275d.  

 

 

Find number: WHTM 275b Plate: XXXIV 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T25, spit 2 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 3,7 x 4,5 x 0,7 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk or raised relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken off. The surface has 

vertical scratches, possibly originating from the working of the stone. 

Contents: A wide vertical element goes through the piece. There are also few shallow vertical or 

slightly diagonal lines on the right, but it is not clear if these belong to the image or not.  

Commentary: It is hard to say if the decoration is in raised or sunk relief and to determine which is 

the image and which the background. The motif is quite impossible to decipher. 

Compare: May belong to the same original piece as O. WHTM 275a, 275c and 275d.  

 

 

Find number: WHTM 275c Plate: XXXIV 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T25, spit 2 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 2,3 x 3,7 x 1,3 cm 
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Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. The surface is noticeably white and even. All the 

edges have broken off. 

Contents: One incised line goes diagonally from edge to edge and possibly a shorter line, with similar 

orientation, is visible near the left edge. 

Commentary: The motif, function or orientation of this piece is very hard to determine. 

Compare: May belong to the same original piece as O. WHTM 275a, 275b and 275d.  

 

 

Find number: WHTM 275d Plate: XXXIV 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T25, spit 2 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 1,4 x 4,1 x 0,4 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. The surface is speckled and has shallow horizontal 

scratches, possibly from the original working of the stone. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: One incised roughly horizontal line crosses the surface.   

Commentary: The motif, orientation or the function of this piece are very hard to decipher. 

Compare: May belong to the same original piece as O. WHTM 275a, 275b and 275c.  

 

 

Find number: WHTM 276 Plate: XXXV 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T25, spit 2 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 3,7 x 4,1 x 1,9 cm 

Technique: Incised, raised relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. The surface has been damaged and eroded so some 

of the details have been lost. The left edge might be original, but others have broken off, the bottom 

edge may have been cut as it is straight but not original.  

Contents: A very detailed image of an architectural structure is partly visible. A part of the left side is 

shown, with a cavetto cornice in the middle. Different architectural elements are shown with their 

decoration. 
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Commentary: The structure pictured on the piece is possibly a shrine, a doorway or a balcony. The 

piece is too detailed to be a trial piece or a plan, probably it is part of a stela or even cut from a wall 

relief.  

Compare: Another architectural structure is seen on object EA 41648 in The British Museum, 

featured in Demarée 2002, p. 28 and pl. 97. Another one is seen on object EGA.4298.1943 recto, in 

Brunner-Traut 1979, p. 22 and pl. 1.  

 

 

Find number: WHTM 277 Plate: XXXV 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T25, spit 2 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 4,0 x 4,5 x 1,0 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken off.  

Contents: The lower part of a cartouche is visible with parts of the hieroglyphs within. The cartouche 

seems to be resting on a horizontal line. Underneath, there is another horizontal line. Below that, 

there is a small part of possibly a hieroglyph.  

Commentary: The piece could be a hieroglyphic ostracon or a trial piece. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 278 Plate: XXXVI 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T25, spit 2 

Material: Sandstone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 10,2 x 9,5 x 4,6 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. The surface is worn and eroded. All the edges have 

broken off. 

Contents: Two columns of hieroglyphic text are partly visible, with vertical register lines on the left 

side and between the two columns. The signs run from top to bottom and are read from right to left. 

The signs on the right column are very worn and hard to see. 

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original, possibly a stela. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 282 Plate: XXXVII 
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Find place: Area: E, Trench: T25, spit 2 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 3,1 x 3,9 x 1,2 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. The surface is damaged and worn. All the edges have 

broken off. 

Contents: The lower-left part of a cartouche is visible on the piece and a part of a hieroglyph inside. 

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original, possibly a hieroglyphic ostracon or a trial piece. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 283 Plate: XXXVII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T25, spit 2 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 3,2 x 10,3 x 4,0 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A piece with three finished sides: the front, the left side and the right side with angles of 

approximately 90 degrees in between. The front side is the only one with decoration left, and this 

side is only partly preserved with the top part destroyed. The right side is even, and the left has many 

shallow vertical scratches, possibly from the original working of the stone. The top and bottom edges 

have broken off. 

Contents: A part of a hieroglyphic column is visible on the front, with a few signs and register lines on 

both sides. The signs run from top to bottom and are read from left to right.  

Commentary: Possibly this is part of a stela or some other inscribed object. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 284 Plate: XXXVIII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T25, spit 2 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 5,1 x 4,0 x 1,5 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken off. The surface has some 

shallow horizontal and diagonal scratches, possibly from the original working of the stone. 
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Contents: There is a thin straight element on the right, running from top to bottom and the upper 

part curving slightly to the right. On the left there are two slightly wider vertical elements, the one on 

the right slanting to the left. 

Commentary: This piece is part of a larger whole, but the motif, function or orientation are very hard 

to decipher. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 285 Plate: XXXVIII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T25, spit 2 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 3,8 x 4,5 x 1,6 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: There is a horizontal register line from edge to edge. Underneath, there are parts of 

hieroglyphs visible. The signs are probably read from right to left. 

Commentary: The piece is quite hard to categorize because of its limited content. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 286 Plate: XXXIX 

Find place: Area: E, Room: R, cleaning 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 9,6 x 7,3 x 2,6 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. The surface is eroded and damaged. All the edges 

have broken off. 

Contents: There are two hieroglyphic columns partly visible with a few signs. Vertical register lines 

show on the left, right and between the two columns and there is a horizontal register line below the 

column on the right. The signs run from top to bottom and are read from right to left. 

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original, but not much more can be said due to the limited 

content. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 287 a-b Plate: XL 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, spit 3 



102 
 

 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): a: 8,9 x 6,2 x 2,1 cm, b: 3,0 x 5,4 x 1,6 cm. Not measured again after gluing. 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A piece glued from two smaller parts. One finished side with decoration. The surface is 

damaged and speckled. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: There are two incised lines on this piece. One that goes vertically from edge to edge in the 

middle, and another one that possibly has a starting point similar to the straight line but goes 

diagonally towards the lower-left corner. 

Commentary: The function of this piece is not clear, perhaps it is just a doodle or a trial piece. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 288 Plate: XLI 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, spit 3 north 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 9,1 x 5,8 x 1,7 cm 

Technique: Incised 

Description: One finished side with decoration. The surface is quite worn and damaged, there is a 

large area missing on the bottom half of the piece. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: There are some signs and shapes incised on the flat surface. 

Commentary: The markings are possibly workmen’s marks. 

Bibliography: For recent studies of the workmen’s marks, see e.g. numerous works by Ben J. J. Haring 

and Daniel Soliman. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 295 Plate: XLI 

Find place: Area: E: Trench: T24, spit 3 centre 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 4,0 x 3,3 x 1,2 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: There is one incised hieroglyph on the right with a vertical line to the left. 

Commentary: This is part of a larger original, but the motif or function are hard to decipher. 
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Find number: WHTM 296 Plate: XLII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, spit 3 centre 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 7,0 x 8,2 x 2,1 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: There is a small, smooth, finished area with decoration left. Otherwise the piece is badly 

damaged. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: A curved line divides the surface area, the area on the left is lower and the area on the 

right is higher. Two vertical parallel lines run through the lower area and curve to the left near the 

bottom. On the higher area there are faint diagonal lines.  

Commentary: It is unclear if the faint lines on the higher area are man-made or belong to the rock 

itself. The piece is probably part of a larger original but the motif or function of it are quite 

impossible to decipher. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 297 Plate: XLIII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, spit 3 centre 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 3,9 x 4,6 x 1,9 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken off. The surface has 

vertical scratches, possibly from the original working of the stone. 

Contents: There is a vertical straight element that runs from top to bottom. There is also a smaller, 

thinner vertical piece that clings to it on the left side near the base. 

Commentary: The smaller piece could be a thumb with the other fingers that hold the larger item 

lost as the stone broke. The piece is part of a larger whole, but the motif, orientation or function are 

very hard to decipher. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 300 Plate: XLIII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, spit 3 centre 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 3,1 x 5,0 x 1,9 cm 
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Technique: Incised, raised relief 

Description: The piece has two finished sides, the front and the curving edge on the right. The 

decoration is done in raised relief. The curved edge is original, the bottom edge is straight and may 

have been cut, other edges have broken off.  

Contents: The border of the original edge is approximately one centimetre wide with a raised 

surface. The image area is carved lower with the motif again raised. Of the image, we see only a short 

diagonal line that ends at the border. 

Commentary: This could be a fragment of a stela, but this interpretation must be very tentative. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 304  Plate: XLIII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, spit 3 centre 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 2,9 x 2,9 x 0,7 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: There are two finished sides on this piece: the image side and the top edge that is 

original and worked smooth. Other edges have broken off. The front has horizontal shallow 

scratches, possibly from the original working of the stone.  

Contents: There is a border line following the original edge. Below, there is a small trace of 

something incised, possibly a hieroglyph. 

Commentary: The orientation, motif or function of this piece are very hard to decipher. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 307a  Plate: XLIII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T25, spit 1  

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 1,9 x 1,5 x 1,0 cm 

Technique: Incised, raised relief 

Description: A small piece with four finished sides: the front, the back, the bottom and the right 

edge. The left edge and the top have broken off.  

Contents: On the front there is a border done in raised relief that follows the edge around the 

bottom-right corner. The other area is lowered. The other finished sides have been worked flat and 

incised with stripes. 

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original, but the orientation, motif or function are hard to 

decipher. 
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Compare: Similar to piece O. WHTM 307b. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 307b Plate: XLIV 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T25, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 1,9 x 1,7 x 1,4 cm 

Technique: Incised, raised relief 

Description: A small piece with three finished sides with angles of approximately 90 degrees: the 

front, the back and the bottom edge. The front has a large part missing and the other edges have 

broken off. 

Contents: On the front, there is a raised border on the bottom. The bottom has stripes, and the back 

has been worked smooth. 

Commentary: From such a small fragment, the motif or function is hard to decipher.  

Compare: Similar to piece O. WHTM 307a. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 308 Plate: XLIV 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T25, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 6,1 x 6,0 x 2,0 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. The piece is badly damaged and eroded. All the edges 

have broken off. 

Contents: Parts of a few incised hieroglyphic signs are visible, one on top of the other. 

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original, perhaps a hieroglyphic ostracon or a trial piece. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 310 Plate: XLIV 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T25, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 7,0 x 4,0 x 1,2 cm 
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Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. The surface has multiple scratches from upper right 

to lower left that possibly originate from the original working of the stone. The bottom edge may 

have been cut as it is straight, all other edges have broken off. 

Contents: There are two parallel incised lines that form a diagonal element that goes from top to 

bottom of the surface.  

Commentary: The motif, orientation or function of this piece are quite impossible to decipher. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 311 Plate: XLV 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T25, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 6,3 x 7,6 x 2,7 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. The surface is damaged. All the edges have broken 

off. 

Contents: Three incised lines near the top span out from a starting point outside the current piece. 

The middle line is wider in the beginning and continues as a thinner line. There are superficial 

scratches or even faint lines connecting the line on the right and the middle line.  

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original, but the motif, original purpose and orientation 

are unclear. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 314 Plate: XLV 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T25, spit 2 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 4,0 x 4,2 x 1,3 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken off.  

Contents: Three vertical lines cross the surface of the piece. The two on the left turn towards the left 

edge near the bottom. The third line on the right starts at the same point as the middle line but turns 

away from the two in a straight diagonal line.   

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original, but the motif, original purpose and orientation 

are unclear. 
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Find number: WHTM 318 Plate: XLVI 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T25, spit 2 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 6,6 x 5,5 x 1,3 cm 

Technique: Incised, raised relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. The surface is damaged, and half of the area is 

missing. All the edges have broken off.  

Contents: A vertical line crosses the surface from top to bottom close to the right edge. To the right 

there is a small triangular shape. To the left, there is first a loop and then a bent line.   

Commentary: The motif, original purpose and orientation of this piece are unclear. 

Compare: The style and stone are similar to O. WHTM 257. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 320 Plate: XLVI 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T25, spit 2 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 8,0 x 6,2 x 0,5 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A piece glued together from two parts. One finished side with decoration, the surface is 

speckled. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: A vertical line runs from top to bottom of the surface on the left. To the left, there are 

some hieroglyphic signs partly visible. To the right, near the upper edge, there is a flat bottom of an 

object, narrowing upwards. Next to it is a diagonal line approaching the object from lower right to 

upper left. Below the diagonal line is a short horizontal line.  

Commentary: This could be a sketch, or possibly a trial piece. The signs on the left might be 

workmen’s marks. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 336 Plate: XLVII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T25, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 0,8 x 3,4 x 0,15 cm 

Technique: Incised, raised relief 
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Description: One finished side with decoration. The surface is scratched in different directions, as a 

result of the working of the stone. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: A part of an incised image is visible near the left edge. There is a uraeus, the snake facing 

right. On its head there is a sun disk. Above, there are two small corners one above the other. On the 

right top corner, there is a straight line that descends diagonally towards the right. 

Commentary: Possibly the uraeus and the sun disc are parts of a crown, or it could represent the 

goddess Meretseger. The piece is possibly a part of stela or a pictorial ostracon.  

Compare: Ostracon of Khnummose in the British Museum, object n:o EA8510, where a cobra shaped 

Meretseger is shown wearing a crown with three uraei with sun discs. Also, a similar uraeus with a 

sun disc as a part of a crown is seen in a fragment of a relief in UC 14399, featured in Stewart 1976, 

p. 8 and pl. 5.1. Also, a uraeus with a sun disc on its head as part of a crown is seen on object n:o 

EGA.3133.1943 as no. 9 in Brunner-Traut 1979, p. 35 and pl. VII. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 337 Plate: XLVII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T25, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 7,6 x 5,0 x 1,9 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. The surface is badly damaged and flaky. All the edges 

have broken off. 

Contents: There is a round shape near the left edge. From it, a line descends diagonally to the right, 

then turns to run horizontally across the lower part of the piece. Below it, are two other horizontal 

lines, close to each other and parallel to the upper line. Two short diagonal lines cross the thin space 

between the two lower horizontal lines. There is a trace of another horizontal line above the longer 

line that bends upwards. 

Commentary: The motif and function of this piece are hard to decipher. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 340a Plate: XLVIII 

Find place: Area: E, Room: T’’ 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 9,7 x 12,3 x 2,1 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A piece glued together from five smaller parts. There is one smooth and finished side 

with decoration. All the edges have broken off. 
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Contents: Two hands are raised in adoration on the left, the person the hands belong to is facing 

right. On the right, there is a column of hieroglyphs marked with register lines on both sides. The 

signs run from top to bottom and are read from right to left. 

Commentary: The piece is possibly part of a stela.  

Compare: Possibly from the same original piece as 340b. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 340b Plate: XLIX 

Find place: Area: E, Room: T’’ 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 4,8 x 3,4 x 1,4 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: A curved line with a small angle crosses the surface. To the right is a round shape that has 

a y-shaped line inside. On the bottom of the piece there is a short diagonal line. 

Commentary: The curved line could be the back of a person’s head, the round shape an ear. This 

could be a part of a stela. Unfortunately, I was unable to include a photo of this piece on this thesis 

because it was not found in the archives of Toivari-Viitala. 

Compare: Possibly from the same original object as 340a. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 341 Plate: XLIX-L 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T26, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 2,8 x 3,7 x 6,7 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A corner piece with three finished sides, the top, the bottom and the right side. The top 

and the right side have decoration, the bottom side is smoothed and has scratches in different 

directions from this work. The edges between these sides are original. Other edges have broken off. 

The top has some roughly vertical scratches from the original working of the stone and the right side 

some horizontal scratches. 

Contents: On the top, there is an image of a flower bud at the end of a bent stem. Above is a curved 

line. Turning the piece 90 degrees to the left, on the decorated right side, is a horizontal base line 

and above it, a trace of a seed-like shape. 

Commentary: This piece is part of a larger original inscribed object. 
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Find number: WHTM 343 Plate: LI 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T26, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 4,2 x 3,8 x 1,2 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: A partly preserved image of a built object, with a vertical leg or a wall on the right and the 

horizontal top part continuing to the left from it. 

Commentary:  The built object could be a chair or a shrine. The piece could be from a stela, a 

pictorial ostracon, or a trial piece.  

 

 

Find number: WHTM 344a Plate: LI 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T26, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 4,7 x 2,7 x 0,6 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken off. The surface has some 

diagonal shallow scratches from the original working of the stone. 

Contents: One deeply carved line or a groove that crosses the surface from lower left to upper right. 

Commentary: The piece is probably part of a larger original, but the motif, origin or orientation are 

unclear. 

Compare: Possibly from the same original object as 344b, 344c and 344d. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 344b Plate: LI 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T26, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 4,5 x 2,5 x 0,8 cm 

Technique: Incised 
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Description: One finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: Multiple roughly horizontal lines cross the surface from edge to edge. One wider line 

follows the bottom edge. There is also one diagonal line that overlaps the other lines. 

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original, but the motif, origin or orientation are unclear. 

The lines could be only scratches. 

Compare: Possibly from the same original original as 344a, 344c and 344d. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 344c Plate: LI 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T26, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 3,0 x 1,1 x 0,7 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken off. The surface is 

scratched both vertically and horizontally, possibly these are traces from the original working of the 

stone.   

Contents: Two parallel lines run horizontally from edge to edge.  

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original, but the motif, origin or orientation are unclear. 

Compare: Possibly from the same original piece as 344a, 344b and 344d. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 344d Plate: LI 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T26, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 2,9 x 2,0 x 0,3 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: One incised line runs across the surface. 

Commentary: The piece could be part of a larger original, but the motif, origin or orientation are 

unclear. 

Compare: Possibly from the same original piece as 344a, 344b and 344c. 
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Find number: WHTM 347 Plate: LII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T26, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 5,6 x 5,6 x 1,9 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. The surface has damage, especially on the lower half. 

All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: The lower parts of two cartouches, side by side, are visible, with few hieroglyphs within.  

Commentary: The piece could be part of a hieroglyphic ostracon, or a trial piece. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 348 Plate: LII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T26, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 6,7 x 7,5 x 2,6 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: A vertical column of hieroglyphs is partly visible and a part of another to the right. The 

column is between two vertical register lines. There are few whole hieroglyphs and remains of more. 

The signs run from top to bottom and are read from right to left.  

Commentary: The motif and function of the object are quite hard to decipher from this small 

fragment. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 349 Plate: LIII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T26, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 3,0 x 2,9 x 1,6 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: The piece has one finished side with decoration. The surface is concave and is shaped as 

such. The front edge is probably original because the decoration continues straight down to it and 

the edge is worked flat with horizontal scratches from the work. Other edges have broken off.  
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Contents: There is a vertical register line delineating a vertical text column on the right. Parts of 

hieroglyphs are visible as the piece is broken in the middle of them. The register line and the text 

continue straight down over the edge. 

Commentary: The shape of the piece is unlike others in this corpus and is probably not from a stela 

but some other inscribed object. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 372 Plate: LIII-LIV 

Find place: Area: E, Room: Room E 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 8,6 x 8,3 x 1,8 cm 

Technique: Incised, raised relief 

Description: A larger piece glued together from five fragments. There is one finished side with all the 

edges broken off. The worked side and the image on it have also lost some flakes. 

Contents: There is a portrait of a woman with a bald head. She is shown in profile and is facing left. 

The skull is elongated towards the back. The image is executed in raised relief. 

Commentary: The piece is possibly a trial piece on a suitable limestone block. The image resembles 

the Amarna style and the images of the queen and the princesses.  

Compare: A sculpture of Akhenaton’s daughter with an elongated skull, in the Walters Art Museum, 

number 22.88, available online (https://art.thewalters.org/detail/5795/daughter-of-amenophis-iv-

akhenaten-1351-1334/ Accessed 3rd January 2019) 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 373 Plate: LIV 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T27, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 2,2 x 7,1 x 2,8 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished and decorated side. The right edge is original, other edges have broken off.  

Contents: A straight vertical register line follows the original right edge. On the left, there are partly 

visible hieroglyphs, one on top of the other.  

Commentary: This is a part of a larger original, a piece from the right edge. The function of the object 

is quite impossible to decipher. 
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Find number: WHTM 376a Plate: LV 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T27, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 3,6 x 8,2 x 3,7 cm  

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: The piece has three worked and smoothed sides: the front, the right side and the back. 

Other edges have broken off. The front side has incised decoration on a small area in the top-right 

corner, most of the surface has broken off. The side and the back have been smoothed and bear 

some vertical scratches from this work. 

Contents: A vertical register line follows the right edge and on the left side there are remains of 

hieroglyphs: three short horizontal lines on top of each other. The side or the back have no 

decoration.  

Commentary: The piece originates from a larger inscribed object, but anything more is quite hard to 

say. 

Compare: Piece 376b possibly originates from the same larger original. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 376b Plate: LV 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T27, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 3,7 x 3,6 x 1,0 cm 

Technique: Incised 

Description: One finished side with decoration. The surface is quite worn and damaged, it also has 

some vertical or diagonal scratches, possibly from the original working of the stone. The edges have 

all broken off. 

Contents: There are two clearer horizontal lines near the left edge and a weaker third one below 

them.  

Commentary: The motif, orientation or function of this piece are hard to decipher. 

Compare: Piece 376a possibly originates from the same larger original. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 379 Plate: LVI–LVII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T27, Context: spit 1 

Material: Limestone  
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Dimensions (H x W x Th): 15,5 x 32,0 x 5,1 cm 

Technique: Incised, raised and sunk relief 

Description: The piece is large compared to most in this corpus and roughly triangular in shape. The 

left edge is straight and original with a slight curve starting to emerge near the top. The image is 

executed with skill in raised and sunk relief. The surface has some damage and lost parts, the biggest 

area missing on the lower right corner. The other edges have broken off.  

Contents: A raised border follows the original left edge. There is an image in raised relief on the 

upper register, in the middle there are five vertical columns of hieroglyphs, side by side, done in sunk 

relief on a higher surface. Below the text, there is another image in raised relief.   

The image on top shows a person in a long wrap-around dress, the multiple layers visible. The person 

is visible from the shoulders down. The person is facing right, the other foot is advanced, and he 

extends his right hand towards the middle of the stela. There is a trace of something above and on 

the upper arm. There is another person standing opposite. He stands or is seated atop a pedestal and 

is holding a wAs sceptre. Only the feet and lower part of the sceptre can be seen. The person on the 

left is adoring the person on the right, which is a more unusual direction in stelae.  

Below the image is a hieroglyphic text in vertical columns. There are five whole columns visible, but 

there were probably more to the right. The signs are read from right to left so the beginning of the 

text is lost.  

In the lower register on the left, there are two persons closely side by side, facing someone on the 

right. Their hands are raised in adoration. The arms are executed so that the right arm of the person 

in front is doubled from the elbow onwards, although there is a shallower trace of a line starting 

already from the shoulder. The left arm is doubled. Both persons are wearing short wigs that reach 

their shoulders and short stubs of beard. The person on the front is wearing a multi-layered necklace 

with beads and they both have wide bracelets on both wrists. The person in front is wearing a skirt 

that starts above the waist, descending towards the front. The waistband or belt is multi-layered. 

Commentary: This piece is a fragment of a rounded-top stela, more specifically the left edge of the 

stela. The setting of the persons in the stela is unusual as the more important persons are placed on 

the right side of the images. Probably the person that made or commissioned this stela is depicted on 

the higher, more important register. His family members or colleagues are featured on the lower, 

less important register. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 380 Plate: LVIII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T27, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 5,2 x 10,8 x 4,0 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: An oblong piece with one finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken off. 

The surface has some superficial damage, lost flakes and some vertical scratches, possibly from the 

original working of the stone.  
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Contents: Two horizontal register lines are visible near the top and the middle of the piece. Between 

them there are two hieroglyphs one above the other. 

Commentary: The original function of this object is very hard to decipher based on the survived 

fragment. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 382 Plate: LVIII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T27, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 2,4 x 3,2 x 0,8 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: The piece has one finished side with decoration and is quite badly worn. The edges have 

broken off. 

Contents: In the middle, a vertical register line runs from top to about the middle of the piece. There 

are traces of hieroglyphs both on the left and on the right. 

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original, but the motif, orientation or function are very 

hard to decipher. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 383 Plate: LVIII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T27, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 5,6 x 3,3 x 3,5 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: The front side is smoothed as is the bottom edge and there is a 90-degree edge in 

between them. The front side has decoration and horizontal shallow scratches from the working of 

the stone. Other edges have broken off. The colour of the stone is quite white. 

Contents: A register line follows the original bottom edge and runs through the piece from left to 

right. There is a horizontal line of text above it. The lower parts of hieroglyphs are visible, the signs 

are read from right to left. 

Commentary: This is a fragment broken off from the bottom of a larger object, possibly a stela. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 384 Plate: LIX 
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Find place: Area: E, Trench: T27, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 3,8 x 2,6 x 1,1 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. The edges have all broken off. The surface shows 

shallow horizontal scratches from the working of the stone. The colour of the stone is quite white. 

Contents: A horizontal register line follows the top edge from left to right and there are parts of 

hieroglyphs visible underneath it. There are some traces above the register line, but they are very 

hard to decipher. 

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original, but the function of it is quite hard to decipher. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 387 Plate: LIX 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T27, spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 6,8 x 6,1 x 1,6 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with an incised image that is partly visible. Most of the surface is 

damaged and only the upper part is still intact. All the edges have broken off.  

Contents: The image is finely worked with small details. There is a female figure on the right, her 

body is visible from the shoulder to the lower waist. She is facing left. Her right hand is extended 

towards the viewers left quite low. In front of her is an unidentified object that tapers upwards, has 

an upward line dividing it in the middle and a diagonal line that divides it horizontally near the top. 

There is a triangular hollow part above the top, but I am not sure if it is intentionally made or just 

damage. Only the top of the object is visible. The female is wearing a multi-layered necklace and 

there are three strands of a long wig hanging down on top of it. Her dress is formfitting and tied 

below the breast with a wide multi-layered belt. There are no shoulder straps or sleeves visible. 

Opposite the female figure, on the left side of the piece, there is another person of whom we see 

only two hands, raised in adoration towards the female. Above the second person and the object in 

the middle, there are traces of something, possibly hieroglyphs.  

Commentary: There were quite likely text columns above the image, but they are now lost sans few 

small traces. The piece is quite likely part of a stela. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 388 Plate: LX 

Find place: Area: E, Room: Room A, Context: cleaning 



118 
 

 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 2,8 x 3,6 x 1,2 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A two-sided piece, the front and the back are finished and have decoration. The surface 

is speckled on the front and a piece is missing on top. The surface has some shallow scratches, both 

horizontal and vertical, from the original working of the stone. The top edge is straight. Other edges 

have broken off. 

Contents: On the front, there are long horizontal lines that cross the surface from left to right near 

the top. The horizontal lines are crossed by short vertical lines, giving the impression of a grid or a 

pattern. On the back, there are multiple horizontal lines close to each other near the top. Near the 

left and right edges, they are crossed by horizontal lines, again resembling a pattern.  

Commentary: The motif is possibly a decoration of the edge. The orientation of the piece is unclear, 

as is the motif or function. The piece is part of a larger whole but was it a stela or a trial piece or just 

a doodle, is hard to say. Unfortunately, I was unable to add a photograph of the back side to this 

thesis because it was not found in the archives of Toivari-Viitala. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 391 Plate: LX–LXI 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, Context: Spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 11,2 x 9,1 x 4,7 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One side is worked and has some decoration. The stone is badly damaged and broken. 

All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: One vertical column of text is visible, flanked on both sides by register lines. Few 

hieroglyphs are visible within. 

Commentary: This piece is probably part of a trial piece or a doodle. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 394 Plate: LXI 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T27, Context: spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 3,7 x 4,5 x 0,6 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration, all the edges have broken off. 
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Contents: In the middle, there is a horizontal register line and above it, two hieroglyphs.  

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original, but anything more is hard to say. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 395 Plate: LXI 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T27, Context: spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 1,5 x 3,1 x 1,4 cm 

Technique: Incised 

Description: One finished side with decoration, all the edges have broken off. 

Contents: An incised grid or a fence-like pattern is partly visible. 

Commentary: The piece is quite crude and thus can hardly originate from a stela. Perhaps it is a 

doodle or a gaming piece. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 396 Plate: LXII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, Context: Spit 3 central 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 5,6 x 5,6 x 0,7 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: The piece is irregular in shape with one finished and decorated side. All the edges have 

broken off. 

Contents: There is a small horizontal line on the bottom and a horizontal register line above it. Above 

the register line there are remains of large hieroglyphs.  

Commentary: The origin, orientation or function of the object are very hard to decipher. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 397 Plate: LXII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, Context: Spit 3 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 5,8 x 4,4 x 1,5 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 
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Description: One finished side, all the edges have broken off. The lower half of the surface is 

damaged. 

Contents: The worked area is divided horizontally by a straight line, possibly a baseline. A vertical line 

rises from the middle of it and on the right, there is a curved shape atop the horizontal line.  

Commentary: The motif, orientation or origin of this piece is very hard to decipher. The curved shape 

could be a foot, although the toes rise quite high.  

Compare: Another foot is seen on O. WHTM 445. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 398 Plate: LXII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, Context: Spit 3 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 4,1 x 4,3 x 1,4 cm 

Technique: Incised (and colour?) 

Description: One finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: Two parallel, slightly undulating lines cross the surface horizontally. Two shallow diagonal 

lines rise from the horizontal line and there is a round hole in the middle of the lines. The diagonal 

lines turn slightly to follow the horizontal line towards the left. The colour of the stone is quite white. 

Commentary: The round hole could be damage and not man-made. Possibly there are some remains 

of colour on one side (mentioned on the fundblatt) but I have not made tracings of other sides and 

there is no photograph of it. The piece could be a trial piece or a doodle. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 400a Plate: LXII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, Context: Spit 3 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 3,7 x 1,4 x 0,4 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A small, thin piece with one finished side. The surface is quite damaged and has a small 

area with decoration. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: A pattern of some kind is visible. There are two horizontal stripes crossing the surface and 

shorter vertical ones connecting the two at intervals. There are more short vertical lines also below 

the lower horizontal line, placed roughly similarly as the ones above. 

Commentary: Fragment of a larger original, but the function, motif and orientation are hard to 

decipher. 
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Compare: The piece was found in the same area as 400b and they were grouped together under the 

same number. The stone is similar, possibly they originate from the same piece. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 400b Plate: LXIII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, Context: Spit 3 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 4,1 x 2,4 x 0,4 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: An irregular shaped piece with one finished side. There is some decoration on it. All the 

edges have broken off. The surface has some shallow horizontal lines, probably from the original 

working of the stone. 

Contents: One deeply incised line crosses the piece horizontally near the bottom. To the right, there 

are two less visible lines forming an upwards pointing V-shape. 

Commentary: The motif, orientation and function of this piece are hard to decipher. It could be a 

sketch or a doodle. 

Compare: The piece was found in the same area as 400a and they were grouped together under the 

same number. The stone is similar, possibly they originate from the same piece. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 402 Plate: LXIII 

Find place: Area: N, Trench: Trench: 28, Context: Spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 4,1 x 4,1 x 1,4 cm 

Technique: Incised 

Description: This is a two-sided piece with finished sides at the front and the back. The piece is quite 

damaged and worn. The upper edge is straight, other edges have broken off. 

Contents: On the verso, there is one straight horizontal line near the top and some shapes above it. 

There is another horizontal line near the bottom. On the recto, there are multiple fine lines, mostly 

horizontal, some diagonal. 

Commentary: Amongst the lines on the recto, Toivari-Viitala saw possible traces of hieroglyphs, but 

it is very hard to say if there are any. The piece is probably not part of a stela but might be part of a 

trial piece or a doodle. Unfortunately, I was unable to include in this thesis a photograph of the 

verso, because it was not found in the archives of Toivari-Viitala.  
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Find number: WHTM 406 Plate: LXIII 

Find place: Area: N, Trench: T28, Context: Spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 4,7 x 2,3 x 1,6 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. The stone is very worn and damaged. All edges have 

broken off. 

Contents: There is a straight horizontal line across the surface and a partly visible round shape 

below. A shallower line is barely visible above the horizontal line, parallel to it. 

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original, but the function, motif or orientation are hard to 

decipher. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 409 Plate: LXIV-LXV 

Find place: Area: N, Trench: T28, Context: Spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 9,0 x 11,1 x 2,0 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A larger piece glued together from two fragments. The piece has two finished sides with 

decoration, the edges have all broken off. On the recto, the left side of the surface is damaged (by 

accident or intentionally?) already in antiquity, since the broken area is also decorated. There is some 

damage on the original image surface as well. 

Contents: On the recto, there is a part of an offering scene visible. On the left there is a tall offering 

table with round offerings on top. Extending to the right and slightly downwards, the edge of the 

table is surrounded by a zig-zag line of leaves. Next to the foot of the table on the right, there is an 

object with an elongated teardrop, i.e. pyriform shape with a narrow stem. A person is standing on 

the right side of the offering table, only the edge of the skirt and a leg are visible. The skirt is depicted 

with a curving line and a horizontal hem. There is another layer of the skirt, or possibly the tail of a 

belt, shown above the curve of the skirt. Below the skirt there is an edge of a leg. There is a large 

damaged area on the right. The surface has since been incised with two roughly vertical lines and 

multiple horizontal lines crossing them. On the verso, there are multiple incised lines criss-crossing 

the surface, forming a sort of a grid.  

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original, probably a stela. It has been damaged in antiquity 

and since been reused. The round offerings on the offering table are possibly round loaves of bread, 

and the pyriform shape below the table a lettuce. 
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Compare: Similar table of offerings with surrounding leaves is found on UC 14476, featured in 

Stewart 1976, on p. 34 and pl. 27.1, also on UC 14212 on p. 47 and pl. 38.2. A similar representation 

of a pyriform shape identified as a jar is seen on stela E 16369, in the Louvre Museum, Paris, featured 

in Demarée 1983 as A7, on p. 29 and pl. III. In the same publication, a similar shape is identified as a 

large jar in A11, but as a lettuce plant on A21 and A38. An identification as a lettuce plant is also 

mentioned on Turin Museum n:o 50023, published in Tosi & Roccati 1972, pp. 57, 269. The 

appearance of the lettuce is thoroughly discussed in Norris 2015, and this shape below the offering 

table can be identified as a variation of the type 10a lettuce, see Norris 2015, pp. 165–167, fig. 4-25. 

 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 410 Plate: LXVI 

Find place: Area: N, Trench: T28, Context: Spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 5,9 x 8,4 x 1,4 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration, the edges have all broken off. 

Contents: There are large incised hieroglyphs in what appears to be a vertical text column. The signs 

are partly visible and are read from left to right.  

Commentary: The piece is a fragment of a larger original, but the function is hard to decipher from 

such a small fragment. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 445 Plate: LXVI 

Find place: Area: E, Room: Room S’, Context: Cleaning 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 5,8 x 4,5 x 1,2 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with broken edges. The front is quite flaky and has lost parts of its 

surface. 

Contents: On the left, there is a vertical column of hieroglyphs, mentioning the goddess Meretseger. 

To the right of the text, a person is standing with one foot advancing. The edge of a skirt, the 

advanced foot and the toes of the foot behind are visible. Underneath, there is a horizontal baseline. 

Commentary: The piece is a fragment of a larger original, probably a stela. 

Names mentioned: Goddess Meretseger.  
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Find number: WHTM 448 Plate: LXVI 

Find place: Area: E, Room: Room O, Context: Outside wall 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 3,9 x 5,2 x 0,6 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A damaged piece with one finished side, the surface is quite flaky, and pieces have been 

lost. The decoration is on one side only. All the edges have broken off.  

Contents: A part of an image is visible, executed in detail. The surface and the image are quite badly 

damaged. A hand is visible, coming down from the upper edge. The fist is closed and is holding 

something, the fingers are curled around it and the thumb is straight. Of the object, we only see the 

slightly downward turning end(s) on the right side of the hand. There is an upward climbing line 

behind the hand, starting from the upper edge of the piece and continuing after the hand 

downwards. There is a straight diagonal element to the left of the hand, reaching upwards to the left 

edge of the piece. There are two curved lines to the right of the hand.  

Commentary: The curved lines to the right of the hand could be the skirt of a person. The piece could 

be a stela fragment, but this interpretation is far from certain. 

Compare: Another hand in a fist is seen on O. WHTM 470. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 454 Plate: LXVII 

Find place: Area: E, Room: Room O, Context: North wall middle 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 4,0 x 5,4 x 0,9 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief   

Description: One finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken off.  

Contents: Near the right edge is a vertical element that turns slightly to the left at the top. There is a 

horizontal band crossing the vertical element, with shallower lines pointing diagonally to the left. 

Hanging from the top to the left is a bundle of leaves or feathers. Crossing these and depicted in 

front of them, is a straight vertical element that crosses the whole surface from top to bottom.  

Commentary: Possibly the image is the left side of an offering table with some long leaves reaching 

to the left and downwards from it. The leaves might also be feathers. The vertical element crossing 

the leaves/feathers might be a staff. The piece is part of a larger original, possibly a stela. 

Compare: Stela of Penbuy, 19th Dynasty from Deir el-Medina, now in the British Museum, number EA 

1466 with similar long “leaves” on the left side of an offering table with a vertical element close by: 
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https://research.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_object_details/collection

_image_gallery.aspx?partid=1&assetid=178292001&objectid=177351 (Accessed 10th January 2020) 

  

 

Find number: WHTM 461 Plate: LXVII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T29, Context: Spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 3,6 x 4,4 x 0,7 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A triangular piece with one side finished and all edges broken off. The decoration is on 

one side only. The surface is quite damaged and worn and there is a large round pit on the right side 

of the piece. 

Contents: A man is shown in adoration on the left side, only his arms and stomach are still visible. He 

faces right and his arms are raised in front of him. Possibly the belly button, or the knot of the skirt 

can be seen above the waist of his skirt and two pleats or sashes extending diagonally downwards 

both to left and right. Right at the top edge is a small square shape visible between the hands. 

Commentary: The piece is a part of a larger original, possibly a stela but this interpretation is only 

tentative. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 470 Plate: LXVII 

Find place: Area: E, Room. Room G, Context: Wall 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 2,1 x 4,4 x 1,1 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A small piece with one finished side and decoration on it. All the edges have broken off.  

Contents: To the right, there is a hand hanging down, with a straight thumb and other fingers closed 

in a fist. There is a vertical edge of something to the left of the hand. 

Commentary: From the representation of the fist, the hand is probably held behind the person 

(although there was variation in the representation of the hand and the fist in ancient Egyptian art). 

Thus, the vertical edge to the left of the hand would be the back of the person and his/her dress. The 

piece is part of a larger original, but the categorization based on this small fragment is quite difficult. 

Compare: Compare the hand in O. WHTM 448. 
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Find number: WHTM 512 Plate: LXVII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, Context: Spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 3,3 x 3,1 x 0,9 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A small piece with one finished side with decoration on it. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: A foot is shown atop a baseline. The toes point to the right and there is something in front 

of them: a curved line, straightening upwards. There is a diagonal line or a scratch below the 

baseline.  

Commentary: The object to the right of the foot might be another foot, but of another person in 

front. The scratch below the baseline looks more like damage than a part of the image. The piece is 

part of a larger original, but categorizing it based on this small fragment is quite difficult. 

Compare: Another foot on O. WHTM 445 and possibly O. WHTM 397. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 513 Plate: LXVIII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, Context: Spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 4,2 x 4,1 x 1,8 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A triangular shaped piece with one finished side with decoration. All the edges have 

broken off. There is a part missing from the surface on the top left corner. 

Contents: On the top, there is a deeply incised hieroglyph visible, and possibly traces of others to the 

right and left. Below to the right is a curved shape done in sunk relief and a trace of a line on the left.  

Commentary: The curved shape near the bottom edge could be something other than a hieroglyph, a 

part of an image for instance. The motif or the function of the piece is very hard to decipher. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 514 Plate: LXVIII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, Context: Spit 1 northern 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 4,7 x 5,1 x 0,9 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 
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Description: One finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken off. The colour of the 

stone is quite white. 

Contents: A vertical register line divides two text columns on the left side. The column on the right is 

more visible with one deeply carved hieroglyph and parts of others. Of the column on the left, we 

see only small traces of the hieroglyphs there.  

Commentary: The function of the object is hard to decipher from this small preserved fragment. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 515 Plate: LXVIII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, Context: Spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 3,7 x 4,5 x 1,3 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A small fragment with one finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken off. 

The surface of the lower part of the piece is higher than the top, a break line crosses the surface 

diagonally from lower-left to upper-right. The surface is smoothed both on the lower and the higher 

areas and the decoration seems to continue over the break line. 

Contents: There is a vertical register line on the left and some hieroglyphs on the right. A horizontal 

line goes under the signs, but it is unclear whether it is a register line or part of the text. There is a 

trace of a vertical line on the right. The surface is damaged but the register line on the left continues 

over the break line.  

Commentary: The decoration has been made after the surface broke, possibly the piece was chosen 

because of its appearance. The piece is possibly a fragment of a stela or a pictorial ostracon. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 518 Plate: LXIX 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, Context: Spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 4,6 x 7,4 x 4,0 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration, all the edges have broken off. The surface is damaged 

and worn. 

Contents: There are two vertical lines, one on the left and one on the right, that cross the surface 

from top to bottom. Between these lines, there are two horizontal lines near the top of the piece and 

a round hole on the right side of the lower, shorter line. Below, there are multiple vertical lines and a 

square shape in the middle. A horizontal line is visible below these vertical lines. 
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Commentary: The motif, orientation and function of the piece are unclear. It could be a trial piece, a 

sketch or a doodle. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 520 Plate: LXIX 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, Context: Spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 4,0 x 7,8 x 2,3 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. The surface is speckled. All the edges have broken 

off. 

Contents: A horizontal register line is visible on the lower half of the piece and traces of hieroglyphs 

underneath it. 

Commentary: The categorization of the object is quite difficult because of its fragmented state.  

 

 

Find number: WHTM 523a Plate: LXX 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, Context: Spit 2 central 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 3,0 x 3,9 x 0,7 cm 

Technique: Incised 

Description: One finished side with decoration, all the edges have broken off. The surface has some 

shallow scratches, possibly from the original working of the stone. 

Contents: One deeply incised line that runs from top to bottom on the left. There are some more 

superficial lines across the surface on the right. 

Commentary: The piece could be a trial piece or just a doodle. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 524 Plate: LXXI 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, Context: Spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 9,8 x 7,6 x 4,2 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 
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Description: One finished side with decoration. The surface is damaged, and all the edges have 

broken off. The colour of the stone is quite white. 

Contents: A horizontal register line runs on top of the survived area. There is a hieroglyphic text 

under it with some whole hieroglyphs and some that are only partially visible. The signs are read 

from right to left. 

Commentary: The piece is from a larger original, possibly a stela, but this designation can only be 

uncertain. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 526 Plate: LXXII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, Context: Spit 2 central 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 5,4 x 4,7 x 1,1 cm 

Technique: Incised, raised relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken off. The surface has some 

scratches from the working of the stone. 

Contents: A part of an image is visible, made in raised relief. The right corner of a pleated object is 

visible. There are two slightly curved horizontal lines underneath it. 

Commentary: The pleated object could be a skirt or a headdress. The piece is part of a larger whole, 

possibly a pictorial ostracon or a trial piece. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 527 Plate: LXXII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, Context: Spit 2 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 4,9 x 4,7 x 0,8 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side that has decoration and multiple superficial, diagonal scratches that 

originate from the working of the stone. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: An incised rectangular shape is visible near the bottom edge of the piece on the left, and a 

small seed-like shape to the right from it. 

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original, but the motif, orientation or function are hard to 

decipher.  
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Find number: WHTM 528 Plate: LXXII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, Context: Spit 2 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 6,0 x 3,1 x 1,9 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A small area of the finished surface with decoration has survived on the left. The surface 

has a large area missing on the right and some horizontal scratches from the working of the stone. All 

the edges have broken off. 

Contents: Traces of a few incised shapes are visible on the left side of the piece: near the top-left 

edge a straight vertical line, near the bottom-left corner a curved horizontal shape with a tip towards 

the right, and next to it on the right, a diagonal line from the lower left to the upper right with a 

triangular line below. 

Commentary: The decoration on the object are possibly hieroglyphs. The piece is part of a larger 

original, but the orientation, motif or function are hard to decipher. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 530 Plate: LXXIII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T24, Context: Spit 2 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 5,9 x 5,8 x 1,5 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A piece with one surviving finished side with decoration. The surface has a lot of 

damage: missing areas and scratches from the working of the stone. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: There is an incised image of a hand, emerging from the left, raised with palm up, possibly 

holding something with a curved bottom. An almost vertical line drops downwards from the edge of 

the hand. 

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original, but its designation or categorization is quite 

impossible. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 534 Plate: LXXIV 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T29, Context: Spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 16,0 x 10,5 x 1,6 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 
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Description: The upper part of a rounded top stela, glued together from multiple smaller pieces. The 

object has one finished side with decoration, the curved edge is original. The edge on the bottom has 

broken off. The surface and edge are quite damaged and worn with flakes and parts missing. The 

surface has some superficial scratches, vertical and diagonal, from the original working of the stone. 

Contents: There are six vertical text columns near the top, the farthest on the right reaching down 

behind the supplicant man in the picture. The signs are read from left to right. The local goddess 

Meretseger is mentioned at the beginning of the text. Below the text, there are two cartouches, the 

names inside identifiable as the king Amenhotep I. The goddess Meretseger stands on the left, she is 

the one being praised. She is depicted with the head of cobra and a long wig. She wears a two 

plumed crown with a sun disk at the base. She is holding a flail in front of her as she faces right and 

her adorant. There are traces of an offering in the middle, three roughly vertical elements that stand 

up from a baseline that curves downward at the edges. The man on the right is bald-headed and is 

facing the goddess on the left. Only his head and the fingers of a hand are visible. His hand is raised 

in adoration in front of him.  

Commentary: This is the upper part of a rounded-top votive stela. The goddess Meretseger is 

mentioned, as is the king Amenhotep I. Probably the bald-headed man is holding a brazier, of which 

only the top is visible. A bald head often refers to a priest or a person in the service of a temple or 

involved in other religious duties. 

Names mentioned: King Amenhotep I, goddess Meretseger 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 547 Plate: LXXV 

Find place: Area: W, Trench: T31, Context: Spit 1 debris heap 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 6,7 x 6,5 x 2,3 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration, all the edges have broken off. The surface has some 

damage on the left. 

Contents: Part of an image is visible on the right side of the piece. There is a curved line that runs 

vertically from top to bottom. Another curved line breaks off from it halfway down and continues 

downwards on the right side of the original line. There is a V-shape to the right of these two lines. 

There are four rows of round shapes, one on top of the other, that extend from the vertical lines to 

the right edge, rising slightly. There is a trace of a line right at the upper edge, left of the long vertical 

line. 

Commentary: The piece is probably from a pictorial ostracon. This could be an image of an animal 

with his neck, front legs, and belly. With the curls in display, the imagine might be of a lion. 

Compare: A seated cat in the tomb of Tuthmosis III, featured in Peck et al. 1978, p. 168.  
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Find number: WHTM 558 Plate: LXXV 

Find place: Area: W, Trench: T31, Context: Spit 2 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 5,7 x 5,7 x 1,2 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One worked side with decoration. The surface is quite damaged and worn. All the edges 

have broken off. 

Contents: A long vertical line crosses the surface from top to bottom in the middle of the piece. 

Three horizontal lines one on top of each other can be seen on the left. 

Commentary: The piece might be a trial piece or a doodle. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 568 Plate: LXXV 

Find place: Area: W, Trench: T31, Context: Spit 2 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 4,8 x 4,1 x 2,3 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: There is an incised hieroglyph at the centre and small traces of others to the right and left. 

There is a horizontal line below the sign on the bottom of the surface. 

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original, but due to its small size, the categorization of it is 

quite impossible. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 573 Plate: LXXVI 

Find place: Area: W, Trench: T31, Context: Spit 2 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 9,2 x 10,9 x 3,1 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. The surface has a large piece missing from the top 

and a smaller one from the left. There are some horizontal superficial scratches, probably originating 

from the working of the stone. All the edges have broken off.  

Contents: There is a horizontal register line that crosses the surface from left to right on the lower 

half of the piece. Some hieroglyphs are visible above it, done in a silhouette style with little inner 
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detail. The signs are partly visible, as the top part has been destroyed. The text reads from right to 

left. 

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original, but designating it to a certain category is quite 

difficult. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 585a Plate: LXXVII 

Find place: Area: E, Room: Room B, Context: Inside the ”mastaba” 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 9,0 x 8,7 x 1,5 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with all the edges broken off. The decoration is on one side only and 

the surface is speckled. The colour of the stone is quite white. 

Contents: Two vertical text columns are visible, divided by vertical register lines on the left and 

between the columns. In the column on the left, there are some whole hieroglyphs. In the column on 

the right only traces of signs are visible. The signs are read from top to bottom and from left to right. 

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original, but its original function is hard to decipher. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 591 Plate: LXXVIII 

Find place: Area: W, Room: Room i, Context: Cleaning 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 4,7 x 6,6 x 2,3 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: The piece has one finished side with decoration, partly preserved. There is a large area 

missing from the lower left corner. The piece has one original, straight edge on the left. All other 

edges have broken off.  

Contents: A vertical border follows the original edge on the left. To the right, there are three 

horizontal lines, slightly wavy and on top of these, one triangular incised shape and a small horizontal 

line above it.  

Commentary: The triangular shape may have been caused by chipping, perhaps it was originally a 

line as well. The piece is a fragment of a larger original, but its categorization is quite impossible from 

these small remains. The lines could be the tails of snakes as are seen on stelae dedicated to goddess 

Meretseger. 

Compare: Stela of Wab dedicated to Meretseger, with multiple snakes on top of each other, Museo 

Egizio, Turin, object n:o CGT 50060. 
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Find number: WHTM 600 Plate: LXXVIII–LXXIX 

Find place: Area: W, Room: Room F 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 8,5 x 22,0 x 3,9 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A larger oblong shaped piece with one worked side. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: There are crude traces of three hieroglyphs, one atop the other. Some more shallow lines 

cross the surface. 

Commentary: The piece is quite likely a sketch or a doodle. The markings could be workmen’s marks. 

The tracing is done by Toivari-Viitala. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 604 Plate: LXXX–LXXXI 

Find place: Area: W, Room: Room F 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 7,6 x 13,7 x 2,1 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: The piece is glued together from three smaller parts. There is one side with incised 

markings. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: There is one hieroglyph near the bottom edge of the piece. There are also some shallower 

lines visible on the surface. 

Commentary: The piece could be a student exercise, a sketch or a doodle, possibly the sign could be 

a workman’s mark. 

Compare: Similar to piece WHTM 600. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 633 Plate: LXXXI 

Find place: Area: W, Trench: T36, Context: Spit 1 debris heap 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 6,1 x 6,3 x 1,7 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 
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Description: The fragment has two original, straight edges: the upper and right edges. The two other 

edges have broken off. The piece has one finished side with decoration. The surface is striped with 

diagonal lines from the upper right to the lower left; these are traces of a tool used to work the 

surface of the stone. 

Contents: An upper right corner of a text column is visible. There is a horizontal register line above 

and a vertical line on the right. The right edge of two hieroglyphs can be seen inside this corner-

shape.  

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original, the upper right corner of something, possibly a 

stela. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 634 Plate: LXXXII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T26, Context: Spit 1 cleaning under the stones 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 9,7 x 5,6 x 3,5 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief  

Description: The piece is glued together from two parts. There is one finished side with decoration. 

The surface of the stone is speckled and there is a part missing near the right edge. All the edges 

have broken off. 

Contents: Three vertical text columns are visible, separated by register lines. There are hieroglyphic 

signs running from top to bottom, the signs are read from right to left. 

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original, possibly a stela, but this interpretation is not 

certain. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 646 Plate: LXXXIII–LXXXIV 

Find place: Area: W, Trench: T40, Context: Spit 1 east 

Material: Limestone   

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 8,5 x 14,9 x 1,9 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A larger piece with an incised image on the front. The decoration is on one side only. 

There is a part of the surface missing on the lower left corner. There is a small piece of another type 

of stone embedded in the limestone in the lower half. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: There is a detailed and finely executed image of a female, possibly a queen or a goddess, 

on the left. She is presented on the more prestigious place of the stela: on the left, facing right. She is 

the one being offered to. We see her from the chest down to her ankles. She is wearing a see-
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through dress that billows out towards the hem. A belt is tied around her two or three times below 

the breast, tied in a knot in the front, the ends of the belt hanging down below her knees. There are 

no shoulder straps visible. The dress has flared sleeves that extend beyond the lines of the arms at 

elbow-length. She is standing with her left hand held to her chest, holding something, the hand in a 

fist. Perhaps she is holding a flail as there is something with that shape hanging down beside her left 

arm. There is a square shape underneath her left hand, which could be a part of a long wig. The 

curving line higher up could indicate a wide necklace.  She has two bracelets on her left hand, one at 

the wrist and the other around the upper arm. The right arm is hanging straight behind her and it 

extends quite low, almost to her knees. The hand is closed in a fist. She has a bracelet around the 

right wrist as well and the flared sleeve is shown above her elbow. She is taking a step forward with 

her left leg.  

There is an offering table to the right. On the table are small round objects and a nmst jar. The table 

is surrounded by a zig-zag-line of leaves. Between the female and the table, below the table, there is 

the top of a pyriform object. The hand of the person standing opposite the woman is visible, offering 

an object to her. The object has a long narrow stem that widens at the bottom and the upper part 

has a round bottom with a short diagonal line on the left side pointing downwards. The hand holds 

the cup in an awkward way.  

Commentary: The piece is very likely part of a stela. The round objects on the offering table are 

probably round loaves of bread. The pyriform object is probably a lettuce. 

Compare: An image with a hand holding something in a similar way is shown on piece WHTM 841. 

The offering table is quite similar to the one on O. WHTM 409 recto. On the fundblatt it was 

suggested that this ostracon could join O. WHTM 653. A nmst jar is seen on objects n:o 50035 and 

50037 in Museo Egizio, Turin, featured in Tosi & Roccati 1972, the former on pages 69 and 274, the 

latter on pages 71 and 274. A similar pyriform shape is seen on stela E 16369 in the Louvre Museum, 

Paris, featured in Demarée 1983 as A7 on p. 29 and pl. III. See further comments on the 

interpretation of this object under O. WHTM 409. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 650a Plate: LXXXIV 

Find place: Area: W, Room: Room R, Context: Cleaning 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 4,7 x 2,0 x 0,9 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A small piece with one finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: There is a rounded shape near the lower-right edge, with a shape that resembles an eye 

inside. A curved line extends from the round shape to the left and turns towards the bottom edge. 

There are two vertical lines below this line. Close to the upper edge there is a trace of a curving line.  

Commentary: The round shape could be the head of a snake-headed goddess, such as Meretseger. 

She wears a wig which is seen behind the head, and above, there is a trace of a crown. But this 

interpretation is only tentative. The piece is part of a larger original, but the function of it is unclear. 
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Compare: Found in the same context and similar in texture as piece 650b. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 650b Plate: LXXXV 

Find place: Area: W, Room: Room R, Context: Cleaning 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 2,4 x 3,6 x 1,5 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: Two vertical lines, parallel to each other, curve towards the lower left of the piece. 

Commentary: This small piece is part of a larger original. Because the fragment is so small, the 

orientation, motif or function of the piece is hard to decipher. 

Compare: Found in the same context and similar in texture as piece 650a. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 653 Plate: LXXXV 

Find place: Area: W, Trench: T40, Context: Spit 1 middle 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 8,8 x 6,3 x 2,2 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. There is a large part of the surface missing on the 

lower right corner. The surface has some shallow vertical scratches, probably from the original 

working of the stone. The right edge is straight and could be original. All the other edges have broken 

off. 

Contents: Following the right edge, there is a vertical border line. To the left, there are straight lines, 

both vertical and horizontal, and 90-degree corners. Close to the lower edge, there are traces of 

markings, or possibly the image continues.  

Commentary: The image is of something built, a piece of furniture or an architectural structure that 

we only see in part. The piece is part of a larger original, but the function of is hard to decipher.  

Compare: Similar in style and stone to piece WHTM 646. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 662 Plate: LXXXV 

Find place: Area: W, Trench: T40, Context: Spit 1 north 
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Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 3,3 x 3,8 x 1,2 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: The piece is small and has one finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken 

off. 

Contents: A hieroglyph is visible near the bottom edge; the sign is read from left to right. It is inside a 

top right corner: there is a horizontal line above it and a vertical line behind it on the right. There is a 

diagonal line on the other side of this line. There is another square shape above the corner with 

ornament-like details, wavy lines and some fringes pointing to the right.  

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original, but its function can only be guessed.  

 

 

Find number: WHTM 663 Plate: LXXXVI 

Find place: Area: W, Trench: T40, Context: Spit 1 north 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 4,8 x 1,9 x 3,9 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A small fragment with one finished side and all the edges broken off. The decoration is 

on one side only. 

Contents: There are two hieroglyphs on the right, the one closer to the edge only partly preserved. 

Below them is a horizontal line that crosses the surface from left to right. There are what look like 

the feet of a bird-sign near the top left corner.  

Commentary: The feet of the bird are set higher than the other two signs and this sign is larger, so 

they are probably parts of separate text segments. The piece is part of a larger original, but its 

function is not clear from this small fragment. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 665 Plate: LXXXVI 

Find place: Area: W, Trench: T39, Context: Spit 1 north 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 6,6 x 5,0 x 3,4 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. The upper edge might be original as it is straight. The 

other edges have broken off. The colour of the stone is quite white. 
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Contents: A horizontal line follows the original edge on top. Underneath, there are few hieroglyphs 

visible and a short vertical line close to the bottom edge. 

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original but designating this fragment to a category is quite 

difficult. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 681 Plate: LXXXVII 

Find place: Area: W, Trench: T39, Context: Spit 1 north 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 9,6 x 6,5 x 1,9 cm 

Technique: Incised, raised relief 

Description: A piece of a stela with a rounded top, the decoration is on the front side and the top 

edge is moulded and original. The other edges have broken off. 

Contents: The frame following the original top edge is raised. There is another frame inside, a square 

one which contains an image. Inside the square frame, there are hieroglyphs at the top, and two 

cartouches below that are partly visible. In the cartouche on the left, there is one hieroglyph visible 

in part, the cartouche on the right seems to be empty, either left empty or erased. 

Commentary: The piece is the top-right corner of a round-topped stela. The workmanship is quite 

coarse, so it was possibly made by an apprentice or a student. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 684 Plate: LXXXVIII 

Find place: Area: W, Trench: T39, Context: Spit 1 north 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 8,4 x 5,4 x 2,3 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: Part of an image is visible: two parallel horizontal lines emerge from the left edge and 

curve downwards. At the corner, there is a thinner line making a loop upwards. The area inside the 

curve has broken off. 

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original, possibly a trial piece or some other object. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 701 Plate: LXXXVIII 
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Find place: Area: W, Trench: T38, Context: Spit 1 north 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 4,6 x 5,9 x 1,3 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: A thick curved line turns from the lower-middle of the piece towards the upper-right 

corner. Under it is a semicircle that opens towards the same corner.  

Commentary: This could be a trial piece, a workman’s mark or a doodle. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 702 Plate: LXXXIX 

Find place: Area: E, Room: Room F’, Context: Mastaba 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 8,0 x 7,4 x 2,4 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: The piece is glued together from two parts. It has one finished side; all the edges have 

broken off. The surface is quite damaged. 

Contents: A vertical text column is visible in part between two register lines. There are some 

hieroglyphs in the column, read from right to left.  

Commentary: There is a sign of different style, done as mere incision, on the lower right corner. The 

piece is part of a larger original, but its function is unclear. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 717 Plate: LXXXIX 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T30, Context: Spit 1 west 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 2,6 x 2,6 x 0,8 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A small piece with one finished side and all edges broken off. 

Contents: There is one straight line near the bottom edge, running from edge to edge horizontally. 

Another parallel line above it divides in two near the right edge. 

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original, but the orientation, motif or function are hard to 

decipher from such a small fragment. 
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Find number: WHTM 719 Plate: XC 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T41, Context: Spit 1 west 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 3,0 x 4,5 x 1,3 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: Two vertical register lines are visible on both sides of a text column. There is a partly 

visible cartouche with the throne name of Ramesses II and two hieroglyphs under it. The signs are 

read from left to right. 

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original, possibly a stela or some other inscribed object. 

Compare: On the fundblatt is was mentioned that this piece could be from the same original piece as 

WHTM 730 and/or 734, as they have some similarities. 

Names mentioned: King Ramesses II. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 722 Plate: XC 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T30, Context: Spit 1 west 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 4,4 x 4,5 x 1,9 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. The lower edge bends back with a soft, rounded edge 

and is moulded like this originally.  There is a piece of another stone variety embedded in the 

rounded edge on the left. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: There are two slightly curving, horizontal lines, that run parallelly from edge to edge.  

Commentary: The lines could be the border of this object. The piece is part of a larger original, but 

the motif, orientation or function are very hard to decipher. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 723 Plate: XC–XCI 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T30, Context: Spit 1 west of chapel 

Material: Limestone  



142 
 

 

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 7,6 x 6,9 x 2,1 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: The piece is glued from two parts. There is decoration on three sides of the piece, all of 

them are worked smooth: the front, the back and one of the sides. The right edge is original. Other 

edges have broken off. 

Contents: On the recto, there are two vertical lines that run parallel to each other from top to 

bottom near the right edge. On the left, there is a vertical longish shape with a rounded top and near 

the left edge there is a vertical line. Turning the piece 90 degrees, on the right side, there is an 

incised mark on the top. Below, there is a curved shape that rises from the right edge towards the 

left and descends again towards the right. There are multiple incised lines inside, both vertical and 

horizontal, forming a sort of a grid. On the verso, there are three diagonal parallel lines near the top 

and one roughly horizontal line that crosses them. Below, there is a seed-like shape near the bottom 

edge of the piece.  

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original. It is unclear whether the markings on the side and 

the verso are contemporary or made afterwards, when the piece was already broken. The mark near 

the top edge on the right side could be a workman’s mark, or just a doodle. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 724 Plate: XCII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T30, Context: Spit 1 west 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 5,0 x 5,1 x 2,5 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A small fragment with one finished side. The surface is badly damaged, and all the edges 

have broken off. 

Contents: A trace of a vertical register line is visible at the top. Below and to the left, there are some 

partly visible hieroglyphs. 

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original, but the motif, orientation or function are very 

hard to decipher. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 725 Plate: XCII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T30, Context: Spit 1 south of chapel 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 5,1 x 5,4 x 1,1 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 
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Description: One finished side with decoration. The surface has superficial scratches, possibly from 

the original working of the stone. The top edge might be original as it is straight. Other edges have 

broken off. 

Contents: There is an undulating, vertical line on the left, that curves towards the left edge near the 

top. The area inside the curved shape is striped with slightly diagonal lines. Following the upper edge 

is a horizontal line and another parallel line below it, that is cut off by the curved shape on the left. 

On the right, there is a vertical curved shape with a tip at the top, and near the right edge, a vertical 

line that turns slightly to the left at the top.  

Commentary: The orientation or the motif are not clear, but the piece is part of a larger original. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 727 Plate: XCII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T30, Context: Spit 1 NW corner, N-side of chapel 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 6,1 x 6,1 x 1,0 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: The piece is glued together from two smaller parts. It has one finished side with 

decoration, all the edges have broken off. The surface is quite white and has some scratches, mostly 

vertical, from the working of the stone. 

Contents: On the front, there is a profile of a man with a bald head, facing left. He is wearing a multi-

layered necklace and his ear is pierced. His eye is quite elongated as the eyeline and almost the 

eyebrow as well reach his ear. His forehead has broken off and he is visible from the top of the head 

to his shoulders.   

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original, possibly a stela or a pictorial ostracon. A bald 

head was usually used to indicate the person’s role as a priest, or his work in a temple or 

involvement in other religious duties. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 728 Plate: XCIII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T41, Context: Spit 1 middle 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 7,6 x 6,2 x 11,9 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: There are five worked sides on this piece: the top that is worked into a concave shape, 

the front that has decoration, the right edge that has possibly some decoration although it is quite 

damaged, and the bottom and the back that are worked flat. The left edge has broken off. 
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Contents: On the front, there is a horizontal text line with top and bottom register lines. There are 

some whole hieroglyphs and others that have survived only in part. The signs are read from left to 

right. On the right side, there are some illegible markings incised on the surface, or possibly just 

damage. 

Commentary: The piece is possibly a broken stela base. Unfortunately, there is no photograph of the 

right side because it was not found in the archives of Toivari-Viitala.  

 

 

Find number: WHTM 730 Plate: XCIV 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T41, Context: Spit 1 middle 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 3,4 x 3,9 x 1,2 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. The top part shows some horizontal scratches, 

probably from the original working of the stone. The right edge may be original, all other edges have 

broken off. 

Contents: There is a horizontal hieroglyphic text between two register lines. The signs are read from 

right to left. 

Commentary: This is likely a small fragment of a stela, the workmanship is accomplished. The text 

gives a basic offering formula: Htp dj nswt, ‘an offering that the king gives’, which is commonly used 

in funerary stelae (Luiselli 2013, p. 23). 

Compare: On the fundblatt is was mentioned that this piece could be from the same original object 

as WHTM 719 and/or 734, as they have some similarities. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 734 Plate: XCIV 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T30, Context: Spit 1 in front of chapel 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 4,1 x 5,2 x 1,6 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: The piece is glued together from two smaller parts. The piece has one finished side with 

decoration and the left edge is probably original as it is straight. The other edges have broken off. 

The surface has some vertical scratches from the working of the stone. 

Contents: There is a vertical text column between two register lines on the left. The hieroglyphs in 

the column are read from top to bottom and right to left. The area on the right is carved lower than 

the text column. There is an image of a fruit and below it, a horizontal bar.  
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Commentary: The piece is likely a part of a stela’s left edge. The fruit in question is probably a 

pomegranate. A similar image is seen on object 50014 in Museo Egizio, Turin, featured in Demarée 

1983 as A17, on p. 53 and pl. VI. 

Compare: On the fundblatt is was mentioned that this piece could be from the same original object 

as WHTM 719 and/or 730, as they have some similarities. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 736 Plate: XCV 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T30, Context: Spit 1 in front of chapel 

Material: Sandstone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 18,5 x 28,4 x 8,8 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A larger piece in sandstone. The piece has one worked side with decoration. The surface 

is quite worn and has a large area missing on the top. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: An incised image is visible on this piece, carved in quite a simple style. There is the right 

shoulder of a person looking to the right. The right hand is kept down and turns across the body at 

the elbow. Below the arm the line of the body goes down to the bottom edge. There is a curved 

shape behind the lower back of the person, possibly this is the back of a chair with a cloth folded 

over it and the person is seated on a chair or a throne. The person is wearing a three-partite wig, a 

rectangular part hangs in the front and the edge of the part that hangs in the back is visible. A 

vertical line is visible to the right of the rectangular shape. There is a shadow of a curved line to the 

left of the shoulder and a semi-circular line above the shoulder line. 

Commentary: The piece is quite crude in execution and is possibly a trial piece or a practise piece of a 

student. The shadow of a line behind the person could be a trace of a line gone wrong. 

Unfortunately, I was unable to include a photograph of this piece to this thesis because it was not 

found in the archives of Toivari-Viitala. 

Compare: Similar motif is found in O. WHTM 796 and 827. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 741 Plate: XCVI 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T30, Context: Spit 1 in front of chapel north 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 9,6 x 3,3 x 2,2 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A badly preserved piece with most of the surface and all edges broken off. 
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Contents: There is one horizontal line that crosses the surface from edge to edge. There are some 

shallower lines below it, but it is unclear whether they are intentional or mere damage. 

Commentary: The piece is so badly damaged that the orientation, motif or function are hard to 

decipher. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 743 Plate: XCVI 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T30, Context: Spit 1 in front of chapel north 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 6,2 x 4,6 x 1,1 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration, all the edges have broken off. 

Contents: There is an image of a bud of a flower with part of the stem visible. The inside of the bud is 

decorated also. Above, there is a small trace of a circular shape. Two shallower diagonal lines are 

visible above the stem and the lower part of the bud on the left, but it is unclear whether these 

belong to the motif. 

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original, possibly a pictorial ostracon or a stela fragment. 

The piece is small, but the workmanship is accomplished. The bud represented is probably of the 

lotus flower, often portrayed e.g. in the Ah iqr n Ra -stelae.   

Compare: On the fundblatt, the piece was thought to join WHTM 744, 745 and/or 746. A similar 

representation of a bud of a lotus flower is seen on the stela of May, object n:o CGT 50009 or Cat. 

1579, in Museo Egizio, Turin.  

 

 

Find number: WHTM 744 Plate: XCVII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T30, Context: Spit 1 in front of chapel north 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 5,0 x 5,4 x 2,1 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. The bottom edge could be original, the other edges 

have broken off. 

Contents: There is a horizontal text line with incised hieroglyphs between two register lines up and 

down. The text is read from right to left. Above the text, there is a horizontal bar with six vertical 

stripes. There is also a short vertical line that rises up from this bar. 

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original, it is likely that it is a stela fragment. The 

workmanship of the piece is quite accomplished. 
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Compare: On the fundblatt, the piece was thought to join WHTM 743, 745 and/or 746. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 745 Plate: XCVII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T41, Context: Spit 1 north 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 5,9 x 3,5 x 1,2 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: A horizontal text line is visible between two register lines. The hieroglyphs are read from 

left to right in a silhouette style with little inner details. The area below the text is carved lower. 

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original and is probably a stela fragment. The text gives a 

basic offering formula: Htp dj nswt, ‘an offering that the king gives’, which is commonly used on 

funerary stelae (Luiselli 2013, p. 23). 

Compare: On the fundblatt, the piece was thought to join O. WHTM 743, 744 and/or 746. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 746 Plate: XCVIII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T30, Context: Spit 1 north 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 18,3 x 4,9 x 3,0 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief, colour (?) 

Description: The piece is glued together from three smaller parts. It has three worked and finished 

sides: the front, the left side and the top edge. Other edges have broken off. On the top edge, there 

may be some surviving reddish colour. On the front, there are some horizontal shallow scratches, 

and on the top vertical ones (the direction is in fact the same, but the orientation of the sides differs) 

probably from the working of the stone. 

Contents: Two of the three finished sides contain incised hieroglyphs: the front and the top edge. 

The left side is worked smooth. The front has a horizontal text line, marked with top and bottom 

register lines. The signs are read from left to right and are done with an expert hand, but in a 

silhouette style with little inner details. When one turns to the top edge, there is a vertical text 

column with the left register line visible, following the original edge. The original edge at the top is 

also marked with a horizontal line. The signs are read from right to left. There is a cartouche halfway 

down, part of it has broken off. The cartouche includes the throne name of Ramesses II and has some 

surviving reddish colour near its bottom. The end of the column is broken at the right corner, so we 

don’t see all or whole signs there. Near the top there is the beginning of more text to the right with 
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again some surviving red colour. Below the first mark of the text towards the right, there is a top-left 

corner of a square shape.   

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original, possibly a stela. The maker of this piece was a 

skilled artist or an advanced student. The reddish colour was possibly used to draft or correct the 

layout of the text, as the traces of colour on the top right seem to duplicate the first sign on the right. 

Compare: On the fundblatt, the piece was thought to join O. WHTM 743, 744 and/or 745.  

 

 

Find number: WHTM 747 Plate: XCVIII 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T30, Context: Spit 1 north of chapel 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 2,6 x 2,5 x 1,2 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A very small piece with one finished side with decoration. The surface shows some 

superficial scratches, possibly from the original working of the stone. The edge on the left may be 

original, other edges have broken off. 

Contents: A curving line follows the edge from the top to the left. There is a seed-like form adjacent 

to the line on the left, a trace of a similar shape on top and a circular shape on the right.  

Commentary: The image is probably of a round loaf of bread. If this is correct, then the piece is 

possibly from a larger offering scene and thus, a fragment of a stela. It is also possible, that the image 

is part of a trial piece. 

Compare: Similar round loaves of bread are very common among the offerings on top of offering 

tables. For example, on stela 1/3/25/1 = S.R. 13971 in the Egyptian Museum, Cairo, featured in 

Demarée 1983, as A 28, on p. 80, pls. VIII and XV. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 749 Plate: XCIX 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T42, Context: Spit 1 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 3,7 x 5,2 x 1,2 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration, the right edge might be original. Other edges have 

broken off. 

Contents: A vertical register line runs through the piece from top to bottom. Near the left edge there 

are some traces of hieroglyphs or an image.  
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Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original, but the motif, orientation or function are hard to 

decipher from such a small fragment. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 753 Plate: XCIX 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T41, Context: Spit 1 north 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 2,2 x 1,9 x 1,0 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: This small piece has one finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: Few incised hieroglyphs are visible, one almost whole and others in part only. The signs are 

read from left to right. 

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original, but the function of it impossible to decipher from 

such a small fragment. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 758 Plate: XCIX 

Find place: Area: E, Room: Room z, Context: East wall, wall of Bruyère 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 4,1 x 2,1 x 0,8 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A small piece, glued together from three smaller parts. The piece has one side with 

decoration. The top and bottom edges could be original, others have broken off. The bottom side has 

also been worked smooth. The surface shows some superficial lines that run horizontally through the 

piece. These may be traces from the working of the stone. 

Contents: A horizontal line of text is visible between two register lines. Between these are small 

incised hieroglyphs that are read from left to right.  

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original, but designating a category to it is quite difficult 

because of its small size. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 759a Plate: C 

Find place: Area: E, Room: Room z, Context: East wall 

Material: Limestone  
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Dimensions (H x W x Th): 6,1 x 1,2 x 3,9 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A thin piece with decoration on two of the narrow edges. Other edges have broken off.  

Contents: On the longer side we get a narrow glimpse into two vertical text columns, separated by 

register lines. The signs are visible only in part but are probably read from right to left. There are two 

diagonal lines near the left edge, but it is unclear whether these belong to the motif. On the shorter 

side, there is a vertical register line and some curved lines, possibly traces of hieroglyphs.  

Commentary: The piece has broken off from a larger original, but categorizing it quite difficult due to 

its small size. Unfortunately, I was unable to include a photograph of the shorter side to this thesis 

because it was not found in the archives of Toivari-Viitala. 

Compare: The piece is likely part of the same original as O. WHTM 759b. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 759b Plate: C 

Find place: Area: E, Room: Room z, Context: East wall 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 3,6 x 1,0 x 2,6 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A thin flake with text on one of the narrow edges. Other edges have broken off. 

Contents: There is what appears to be a vertical register line and some incised hieroglyphs on both 

sides. The signs are read from right to left. 

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original, but the function of it is hard to decipher. 

Compare: The piece is likely part of the same original as O. WHTM 759a. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 763 Plate: CI 

Find place: Area: E, Room: Room m/m’, Context: Between rooms m and m’, stone heap 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 12,7 x 9,1 x 4,6 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with all edges broken off. The piece is badly damaged and is glued 

together from two smaller parts. 
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Contents: There are two horizontal register lines, one on the top and another one near the middle. 

There are some hieroglyphs incised between the lines and below the middle one. The signs are read 

from right to left.  

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original, possibly an inscribed object such as a stela. There 

are uncommonly many hieroglyphs on top of each other in the higher text line if these indeed are 

horizontal text lines. 

Compare: A similar horizontal text line with many signs on top of each other is found in WHTM 804. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 769 Plate: CII 

Find place: Area: E, Room: Chapel, Context: Shrine 

Material: Limestone  

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 4,3 x 2,7 x 0,9 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: One finished side with decoration. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: There are two vertical register lines on both sides of the piece. In between these, there are 

some hieroglyphs. Also, there are traces of lines, possibly more hieroglyphs, visible to the right and 

to the left of the register lines.  

Commentary: Probably there were two, or even three, vertical columns of text here. Due to the 

limited content, categorizing this object is quite impossible. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 796 Plate: CII 

Find place: Area: N, Room: H’ (N), E-wall SE-corner 

Material: Limestone 

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 10,87 x 7,93 x 5,24 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: The piece is glued together from three smaller parts. The top-left edge is shaped into a 

slightly curving edge and is original. The other edges have broken off. The surface is worked and 

smoothed and has an incised, sunk relief image. On the surface there are superficial vertical lines 

from the working of the stone. The decoration is on one side only.  

Contents: The image on the piece is delineated by an incised line that follows the top-left edge. On 

the right, there is a person facing right. We see the back of the head with a headdress or a long wig 

hanging behind his or her back. The right shoulder is in view, with a line of a sleeve, the hand is 

raised towards the right. There is a square shape hanging from the headdress, close to where we 
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might expect to see the ear. There is a curved shape behind the person which may indicate the back 

of a chair, with a piece of cloth on top, so the person might be seated on a chair or a throne.  

Commentary: The piece is the top-left edge of a round-topped stela. 

Compare: Very similar to O. WHTM 736. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 804 Plate: CIII 

Find place: Area: E, Room: N’’ & K’, (E) Wall between N’’ and K’, Bruyère fill 

Material: Limestone 

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 4,42 x 7,97 x 5,02 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: The piece is roughly square shaped with all the edges broken off. The surface is also 

partly damaged and there is a large piece missing on the lower left corner. The surface is smoothed, 

some horizontal scratches bear witness of this work, and the decoration is on one side only.  

Contents: Two horizontal register lines are visible, dividing a partly visible text line on top, and 

another text line in the middle. The hieroglyphs are read from right to left. The contents of what lies 

beneath the lower register line is not visible.  

Commentary: There are unusually many hieroglyphs on top of each other in the middle text line. The 

piece is possibly a stela fragment or from some other inscribed object. 

Compare: The stone and arrangement of hieroglyphs is similar to O. WHTM 763. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 819 Plate: CIII 

Find place: Area: W, Room: U, Bruyère wall E of U 

Material: Limestone 

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 2,58 x 2,18 x 1,14 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief (and raised relief?) 

Description: The piece is small and worn. The surface is smoothed and has a piece missing on top. All 

the edges have broken off. There is decoration on one side only. 

Contents: There is a straight horizontal element incised as sunk relief on the bottom. Above it, there 

is an elongated shape with a straight underside and undulating top. The shape seems to end at the 

right edge.  

Commentary: Possibly the undulating shape is the tail of a snake? The surface of the stone is carved 

lower on the upper-left corner. Possibly the image was to be made in raised relief and is unfinished. 
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The broken area on top has possibly followed an incised curved line. This could be a fragment of a 

pictorial ostracon or a trial piece. 

Compare: The workmanship is similar to O. WHTM 681. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 826 Plate: CIII 

Find place: Area: W, Room A’, West wall of Bruyère debris 

Material: Limestone 

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 3,06 x 3,01 x 1,03 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A small triangular piece that has broken off a larger whole. The surface is worked 

smooth and has incised markings on it. The decoration is on one side only, the edges have all broken 

off. 

Contents: A vertical register line runs across the surface from top to bottom. The left side is empty 

and there are hieroglyphs to the right which can be seen only in part.  

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original. The motif, orientation and the function are hard 

to decipher from such a small fragment. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 827 Plate: CIV 

Find place: Area: W, Room: R, North wall 

Material: Sandstone 

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 24,5 x 17,4 x 7,6 cm 

Technique: Incised 

Description: A large piece with decoration on one, smooth side. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: There are two curving lines parallel to each other, the outermost one missing an area near 

the right edge. 

Commentary: The curve could be for example the coil of a snake or the back of a chair. As the image 

is so incomplete, it is hard to say for sure. The piece is part of a larger original. Unfortunately, I was 

unable to include the photograph taken of this piece to this thesis because it was not found in the 

archives of Toivari-Viitala. 

Compare: For a similar form on another large sandstone piece, see number O. WHTM 736. A smaller 

example on limestone, see number O. WHTM 796. 
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Find number: WHTM 830 Plate: CV 

Find place: Area: W, Room: between (W) c and d = a’, cleaning 

Material: Limestone 

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 1,2 x 5,0 x 3,3 cm  

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A rough piece with a sharp pointed edge to the left. The surface is smoothed, all the 

edges have broken off. The decoration in on one side only. 

Contents: There is one clear vertical line that runs from top to bottom on the left. On the right there 

is another one, shallower than the one on the left. 

Commentary: The piece is part of a larger original, but the motif, orientation or function are hard to 

decipher from such a small fragment. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 837 Plate: CV 

Find place: Area: E, Room: S’, Bruyère wall in west  

Material: Limestone 

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 2,2 x 2,5 x 1,0 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A small piece with an incised image on one worked side. All the edges have broken off. 

There are some shallow vertical lines on the surface, probably resulting from the working of the 

stone. 

 Contents: A horizontal line in the middle divides the surface of the piece in two. Above the line is a 

triangular shape that widens to the right and has a curved end on the left. Above is a narrow element 

that follows the upper side of the triangle. Two vertical lines go up from the narrow element near the 

upper left corner. Below the dividing line there is one vertical line on the right.  

Commentary: Orientation or the contents of the image are not clear. The piece is part of a larger 

original, but the function of it is hard to decipher.  

 

 

Find number: WHTM 840 Plate: CV 

Find place: Area: E, Room: i, North wall of Bruyère, cleaning 

Material: Limestone 

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 2,9 x 3,0 x 1,0 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief  
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Description: A small piece with decoration on one side that is worked smooth, all the edges have 

broken off.  

Contents: There is possibly a vertical register line in the middle and parts of two hieroglyphs on the 

right. There is a trace of an incised curved line near the top-left edge. 

Commentary: Orientation or the motif of the piece are unsure, but it is part of a larger original. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 841 Plate: CV 

Find place: Unknown (Not given in the excel or the fundblatt) 

Material: Limestone 

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 4,5 x 5,4 x 1,1 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A small triangular piece with an incised image on one side that is worked smooth. All the 

edges have broken off.  

Contents: An image of a hand emerges from the right edge, clenched in a fist. The curled fingers and 

the long straight thumb are shown, holding awkwardly something, which seems to be behind the 

hand. The object has a squarish lower part that widens slightly at the base. Of the upper part, only a 

straight left edge is shown and the round bottom edge above that.  

Commentary: Possibly the object is an offering, made by the person on the right to the deity on the 

left. The piece is part of a larger original, possibly a stela or a pictorial ostracon. It could also be a 

student exercise judging from the awkward pose of the hand. 

Compare: Similar image of a hand holding something in this way is shown on O. WHTM 646. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 844 Plate: CVI 

Find place: Area: E, Trench: T30, cleaning 

Material: Limestone 

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 3,1 x 7,7 x 4,5 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A carefully incised image on one side that is worked smooth. All the edges have broken 

off.  

Contents: A figure of a man is facing left, only the middle section of his torso is visible on this piece. 

The navel is shown on a slightly rounded belly. Also, a line indicating a breast is shown higher up. He 

is wearing a pleated garment that goes up diagonally from below the navel towards the armpit. The 

edge of the dress is ornamented with small incised dots. There is a triangle above the dotted edge of 

the dress and the area to the left of the person’s stomach shows pleats as well.  
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Commentary: Possibly both of the person’s arms are raised towards the left. Thus, the dress would 

have long pleated sleeves, the bottom edge of the left sleeve hanging over the person’s left breast 

and the right is seen as pleats to the left of the stomach. The piece is possibly a fragment of a stela or 

a pictorial ostracon. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 851 Plate: CVI 

Find place: Area: W, Room: s’ spit 1 

Material: Limestone 

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 2,5 x 2,4 x 0,9 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk (and raised?) relief 

Description: A small piece with incised lines on one smooth side. All the edges have broken off.  

Contents: Four stripes start at the top of the piece and curve downwards to the right. A trace of a 

fifth one is visible close to the right edge. There is a small triangular area between the curve and the 

bottom edge with a diagonal line parallel to the left edge of the triangle. The left side of the piece has 

a lower surface. There is a triangular line incised at the top left. 

Commentary: Possibly the image on the piece was to be made in raised relief but was left unfinished. 

The lines could be a necklace or a wig, or possibly pleats of a garment. The interpretation of the lines 

as well as the orientation is not certain. Designating a category to the piece is quite impossible. 

 

 

Find number: WHTM 859 Plate: CVI 

Find place: Area: E, Room: Z (?), East wall debris 

Material: Limestone 

Dimensions (H x W x Th): 4,9 x 3,0 x 1,1 cm 

Technique: Incised, sunk relief 

Description: A small worn piece with one smooth side with decoration. All the edges have broken off. 

Contents: One straight incised line runs horizontally across the piece. Above, there are faint traces of 

other parallel lines. 

Commentary: The motif, orientation or function of the piece are unclear. 
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