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Tutkielmani keskittyy tieteiskirjallisuudessa esiintyviin utopioihin ja niiden ongelmallisiin piirteisiin, kuten ihmisten sijoittamiseen 
alueille, joissa heillä ei ole mahdollisuutta elää luonnon keskuudessa, kolonialistiseen ja imperialistiseen vallankäyttöön ja 
ympäristön hyväksikäyttöön. Tutkin näitä ongelmia Aldous Huxleyn Brave New World (suomeksi Uljas Uusi Maailma) ja Arthur C. 
Clarken Imperial Earth kirjan kautta, koska ne edustavat kahta erilaista utopiaa. Huxleyn Brave New World esittää lukijalle 
maailman, jossa ihmisiltä on otettu pois heidän mahdollisuutensa valita oma tulevaisuutensa, minkä ohella heille on luotu maailma, 
jossa heillä ei ole mitään mitä he haluaisivat. Clarken Imperial Earth sen sijaan edustaa pintapuolisesti positiivisempaa utopiaa, 
jossa maassa asuvat ihmiset ovat päässeet eroon monista maailmaa kohtaavista ongelmista, kuten saasteista, sodasta, ja 
nälänhädästä. Tämä ei välttämättä siltikään tarkoita, että luontoa taikka kaikkia ihmisiä kohdeltaisiin yhdenmukaisesti, ja ne 
ihmiset, jotka asuvat maapallon ulkopuolella, joutuvat elämään vaarallisessa ja epäluonnollisessa ympäristössä.  
 
Analyysini on jaettu eri osiin, joista ensimmäinen kohdistuu kolonialismiin utopioissa ja siihen, miten siirtomaavallat ylläpitävät 
itseään ja kansalaisiaan. Tutkin tässä osiossa, miten Huxleyn Brave New World kirjassa ilmaantuvia ”villien” reservaatteja on luotu 
yhteiskuntaan, jossa muuten kaikilla sen kansalaisista on kaikkea mitä he haluavat, mutta heille on jätetty vain rippeet hyvästä 
maasta ja teknologiasta. Tämä edustaa tapaa, jolla siirtomaavallat käyttävät hyväksensä vähäosaisempia ja osoittaa paralleelien 
kautta, miten siirtokuntien asukkaiden ja suurien valtioiden kansalaiset ovat loppujen lopuksi samanlaisessa hierarkkisessa 
asemassa kuin ne kansanryhmät, joiden he katsovat olevan heitä alhaisempia. Tähän analyysiin heijastaen tutkin Clarken Imperial 
Earth kirjan avaruussiirtokuntien tilannetta, erityisesti sitä, miten niissä esiintyy erittäin samanlaisia kolonialistisia hyväksikäytön 
elementtejä, kuten heikot elinympäristöt ja luonnonvarojen kuluttaminen siirtomaavallan hyväksi. Tähän asiaan liittyen tutkin myös 
kirjojen päähenkilöitten statusta ulkopuolisina molemmista siirtokuntalaisista ja siirtomaavaltojen kansalaisista ja tutkin, mitä heidän 
asemansa edustaa molemmissa yhteiskunnissa ja mitä se kertoo ulkopuolisten hyväksynnästä. 
 
Seuraavassa osiossa tutkin, miten siirtomaavallat hyväksikäyttävät siirtokuntia ja niissä asuvia ihmisiä huolimatta siitä, miten se 
vaikuttaa heidän elämäänsä ja ympäristöönsä. Tällaista hyväksikäyttöä esiintyy molemmissa kirjoissa, ja näiden siirtomaavaltojen 
asukkaat eivät näe hyväksikäytössä minkäänlaista ongelmaa, koska nämä ratkaisut ovat olleet rahallisesti ja paikallisen 
ympäristön puolesta hyödyllisiä. Analyysini keskittyy siihen, miten vähän mahdollisuuksia siirtokunnissa asuvilla on ja kuinka 
heidän elinympäristönsä on minimaalinen siirtomaavaltaan verrattuna. Clarken Imperial Earth kertoo Saturnuksen kuun Titanin 
siirtokunnasta, joka kerää Maalle vetyä ainoana rahan lähteenänsä. Monet siellä asuvat eivät pysty päättämään, haluavatko he 
pysyä siirtokunnassaan vai ei, koska heillä ei ole varaa muuttaa takaisin Maahan, joten heihin kohdistuu koko elämän kestävää 
epäoikeudenmukaisuutta, mihin heillä ei olet mitään sanomista. Huxleyn Brave New World taas näyttää miten siirtomaavallat 
pitävät niitten ulkopuolisia alueita kurissa, jotta ne voivat hyväksikäyttää niitä jopa kaikkien luonnonvarojen hupenemisen jälkeen 
viihteenä, ja miten siirtomaavaltojen johto myy matkoja käymään näillä reservialueilla.  
 
Lopuksi tutkin, miten ihmiskunta hyväksikäyttää luontoa ja miten se näkee luonnon nautinnon lähteenä. Molemmissa kirjoissa 
kerrotaan, että suuresta osasta ympäristöongelmia, kuten saasteesta on päästy eroon, mutta silti kummassakin ilmenee, että 
luonto on täysin ihmisen kontrolloima. Huxleyn Brave New World näkee luonnon resurssina ja siinä esiintyvät siirtomaavaltojen 
johtajat pitävät omaa kansaansa iloisina luomalla heille suotuisan ja kauniin ympäristön heidän kaupunkiympäristöönsä. Luonto on 
aina kaunista ja sen ylläpidolla maksimoidaan sen esteettinen arvo. Samalla sen oma yhteiskunta on kaukana luonnosta 
geenimanipulaation kautta, joka on antanut heille pitkän, terveellisen elämän, joka alkaa ja loppuu etänä muista ihmisistä. Clarken 
Imperial Earth ylistää, miten Maahan on tuotu takaisin alkukantaiset metsät ja eläimistö; se kuvailee, miten jotkut näkevät sen 
maailman erittäin puhtaana. Samalla tiedemiehet manipuloivat kasveja keräämään kultaa taikka tuomaan takaisin edesmenneitä 
eläinlajeja. Molemmissa kirjoissa ihmiskunta on teknologian avulla saavuttanut tason, jolla ihminen on kaiken luonnon herra.  
 
Tutkielmani osoittaa, miten ihmisten ja ympäristön hyväksikäytön takia kumpikaan kirjojen maailmoista ei voi olla utopia, vaikka 
niitten omat asukkaat näkisivät ne utopioina. Molemmat kirjat sisältävä samanlaisia elementtejä, vaikka niitten maailmat kuvastavat 
täysin erilaisia asioita. Tämä osoittaa, että utopian muoto tai sen motiivi eivät edusta sen statusta positiivisena tai negatiivisena 
tulevaisuutena. Huxleyn Brave New World seuraa Thomas Moren Utopian satiirista perinnettä, kun taas Clarken Imperial Earth 
edustaa modernia utopiaa, jossa nykyajan ongelmat ovat ratkaistu, mutta silti molemmat kirjat sisältävät epäoikeudenmukaisuuksia 
monella tasolla. 
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Chapter I - Introduction 

 

1.0 – Defining Utopia 

Definition of utopia 

1. Often capitalized: a place of ideal perfection especially in laws, government, and social 

conditions 

(Merriam-Webster) 

 

As defined, the word utopia stands for an idealized form of society and is used as an opposite to the 

word dystopia, but the etymology and origins of the word utopia itself are different. Thomas More’s 

1516 novel, Utopia, introduced the literary world to the concept of a Utopian society, a concept that 

has since been used within a variety of literature, science fiction or otherwise. This thesis will delve 

into the topic of utopian literature through Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World (1932) and Arthur C. 

Clarke’s Imperial Earth (1975), two novels that feature vastly different utopian visions. I am 

particularly interested in how these authors construct utopias that are essentially limited to a group 

of insiders, who create for themselves  a better environment  to live in, while also exploiting and 

forcing others to give up their freedoms for the sake of that way of life. This thesis will examine the 

World States that Huxley imagined, which would control humanity’s future, keeping its citizens 

safe and docile through every means possible, while also exploiting multiple aspects of the world, 

such as nature, the “savages” of the Savage Reservations, and their own citizens. This “utopia” is 

far different from Clarke’s, as his vision of a utopia focuses more on the unification of the human 

race on Earth, and the re-forestation of the Earth itself, but even his utopia is founded on the 

exploitation of others, whether intentional or not, as those people who live outside of Earth’s 

atmosphere, on entirely different planets, cannot reap the benefits of these advancements. The focus 

of this thesis is to critically examine the depiction of these utopian societies, and how they do not 

represent “a place of ideal perfection especially in laws, government, and social conditions”, as 

their societies are built on the exploitation of the environment and the ones outside of their utopian 

society.  

In this thesis, I describe  how the utopian Earth in Clarke’s Imperial Earth is achieved through 

the exploitation of its colonies around the solar system, much like how the citizens of the World 

State in Huxley’s Brave New World are afforded their utopian existence through exploiting them 



5 
 

and others outside of their society through technology. The analysis is divided into three different 

sections, each analysing a different aspect of both societies that share several key details with each 

other. Chapter 2 analyses the colonial and imperial elements that are present in both novels, and 

how both novels separate humanity into insiders and outsiders based on their location and denying 

the outsider an access to the majority’s utopia. Chapter 3 examines the environmental and economic 

exploitation of those outsiders, and how the utopian societies are built around those outsiders being 

stagnant and unable to influence their own growth, as it could threaten the state of the utopia. 

Finally, Chapter 4 examines how the relationship between humanity and nature has become even 

more anthropocentric, and how through its technological advancements, humanity has been 

removed from the natural world. This thesis examines the two primary novels by Huxley and 

Clarke, contrasting them with the early ideas and ideals from More’s Utopia, discussing the satirical 

elements of Brave New World, how its utilized by Huxley to criticize utopias, and how Clarke’s 

positive views on technological advancement do not lead to a socially and culturally just society. 

Despite the many differences of these utopias, they both show us why utopias are not easily 

attained, showing the reader the potential cost of achieving such a future. 

 

1.1 – Brave New World 

 

 Huxley’s Brave New World is set in the year 2540 and follows the story Bernard Marx, a 

psychologist who is critical of many of the aspects of the world that he lives in, such as the drug 

Soma, that is used to induce happiness in its consumers. The drug is designed to keep the 

population docile so that they just accept the status quo because of their false happiness in a pain-

free world. Upon learning about a plot to exile him to Iceland, Bernard’s travels eventually lead him 

to the Savage Reservation in New Mexico on a vacation, an experience that allows him to witness a 

more natural existence. He is introduced to diseases, ageing, different languages, religious 

activities, and meets people who have not been genetically engineered into a strict caste system by 

the World State. Here, the reader is introduced to the character of John, a “savage” that Bernard 

plans on bringing back to the World State of London in an attempt to escape being exiled, a plan 

which succeeds, but eventually leads to him becoming jaded with his new life in the “utopian” 

society. While being a piece of curio that diverts attention away from Bernard and gives him 

acclaim, John is in fact a previous inhabitant of the World State that had moved to the Savage 

Reservation due to being an illicit child. Bernard is eventually exiled to the Falkland Islands due to 
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his questioning of the society that they live in but is assured that exile might bring him closer to 

actual freedom. While this is taking place, John is also attempting to convince the residents of the 

World State that they are not free but is treated as a crazed savage who has no idea what he is 

talking about, something which eventually leads to him losing his mind, self-flagellation, and 

eventual suicide. 

 Thematically, the novel is a criticism of the overreach of technology, and the divide between 

people created by colonialism and race. Huxley’s vision is of a future that at first seems like a 

positive development for humanity, but ends up being a world far more cynical about the human 

condition, where we lose our ability to be individuals and question anything due to how comfortable 

we are. This aspect of the novel showcases the unique way in which Huxley saw technology as a 

potential downfall for humanity, as explained by Neil Postman in the foreword to his book Amusing 

Ourselves to Death (1985): “People will come to love their oppression, to adore the technologies 

that undo their capacities to think, and this thought can be seen within Brave New World. This is the 

primary reason why the novel was chosen for this thesis, because it provides an alternative 

viewpoint to an otherwise seemingly utopian setting. 

 

1.2 – Imperial Earth 

 

 Clarke’s Imperial Earth in comparison is set in the year 2276 and focuses on the second-

generation clone of the founding father of the first family on Titan, Duncan Makenzie. The novel 

opens on the colonized moon of Saturn, Titan, and showcases how the colony was settled because 

of the abundance of hydrogen, which in the novel is used as fuel for interstellar travel. Duncan has 

lived his entire life on Titan, even though he was “born” on Earth at a cloning facility when his 

“father” Colin visited Earth on behalf of Malcolm for that exact purpose. Space travel between 

Titan and Earth is not very common beyond the transportation of fuel, and the populations of the 

two systems rarely meet beyond extraneous circumstances. The Makenzie’s receive an invitation to 

come to Earth, to act as speakers on behalf of Titan at the quincentennial celebrations of America’s 

independence. Duncan is tasked by his grandfather, Malcolm, to be the Makenzie going to Earth to 

give this speech, with the ulterior motive for this trip being for him to come back to Titan with a 

third generation clone of Malcom... Duncan’s life prior to this trip is comprised of growing up in the 

corridor like structures of the colony with his older childhood friend, Karl, the child to a wealthy 

family on Earth, who frequently travels to Titan for the sake of business, and their mutual interest, 
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Calindy, a wealthy socialite who visited Titan while they both lived there. He eventually returns to 

Earth upon suffering a mental breakdown, leaving Duncan to wonder what had happened to his 

friend. As Duncan leaves the colony on Titan on his long journey to Earth, he has to prepare himself 

physically in order to be able to adjust to the higher gravity on Earth, and research and write the 

speech he is supposed to give at the quincentennial. When his ship arrives on Earth, he is greeted 

with views that he has never seen in his life, that go beyond what he had read in books or seen on 

recordings. He meets with his liaison on Earth, George Washington, who guides him through how 

scientists had tirelessly transformed Earth into a state it had not been in for over a thousand years. 

During his visit and the time leading up to the quincentennial celebrations, Duncan visits various 

parts of Earth in order to research his speech, while also attempting to discover what happened to 

his friend, Karl. The two eventually reunite under strained circumstances, and Karl ends up losing 

his life as he plummets to his death. After coming to terms with the loss of his childhood friend, 

Duncan refocuses on the speech he is due to give at the quincentennial, his thoughts about the world 

re-adjusting from his experiences. As he delivers his hopeful speech and prepares to return to Titan, 

he visits the cloning facility where both Malcolm and Colin had previously been but instead, setting 

off back home with a third-generation clone of Malcom with him, he would bring back a clone of 

his childhood friend, Karl.  

 Thematically, Imperial Earth focuses heavily on the righting of poor 20th century decisions, 

such as reversing the effects of humanity’s consumption of the Earth’s resources and our claims to 

vast quantities of the Earth’s surface area. It attempts to portray a future in which the conflicts of 

the 20th century are gone and humans are able to pursue interstellar travel and come up with new 

technologies that allows our species to advance further than we thought possible. Duncan 

Makenzie’s own internal struggles with cloning himself are also important in this regard, as his 

family’s cloned lineage represents an attachment to the past that may no longer be necessary.   

 

1.3 – Critical Approach  

 

To further elaborate on More’s concepts, the Utopia he describes is a society that finds itself 

in a scenario where the state and its citizens are free from any needs and everything is supplied to 

the entire, isolated, population, though anyone outside of that nation is not given the same 

consideration, and it is a heavily imperialistic model of looking at the world. This definition of 

utopia invokes an observation from Fredric Jameson, as paraphrased by Susan Bruce in “Utopian 
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Justifications: More’s Utopia, Settler Colonialism, and Contemporary Ecocritical Concerns” 

(2015): “Utopia is… the prototype of the settler colony, and the forerunner of modern 

imperialism…  the people without land… [meet] the land without people” (25). This imperialist, 

proto-colonial setting is at the core of the original Utopia, and as it has developed within literature 

to move away from a satirical, totalitarian view of the world to a more positive aspect, it still retains 

some of these colonial elements.  

 In Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World (1932), the society of a future London, that has 

become its own nation state, has been given a perfect city to live in, where the problems of a 

contemporary London have all been eliminated. Something that is however not discussed is the 

society’s attitude towards exploitation of the other groups of people, namely the people living in the 

Savage Reservation, and how their more chaotic, and perilous, existence retains its freedom. This 

diametric opposition of the two groups, and the attitudes of the dominant faction, highlight the 

imperialistic relationship between the two, where the Savage Reservation is a place for undesirables 

and through its designation as a reservation, harkening to the status of the colonized native 

Americans made to live in areas known as reservations, the “savages” designation as a colonized 

group is made very apparent. Similar elements can be found in Arthur C. Clarke’s Imperial Earth 

(1975), where some of the population of Earth has moved into colonies across the solar system, 

losing access to the ideal environment, and the technological advances that have made life on Earth 

utopian. Those colonies contain small garden spaces with only a fraction of Earth’s plant-life 

present that are artificially maintained without any natural ecosystem present. The natural 

environment of these colonies is hazardous to humanity, lacking the basics that humanity needs to 

survive.  The different spaces in these novels both represent the same model of environmental 

thinking, where humanity is valued above nature, while nature has very little intrinsic value, a 

concept further elaborated upon by Bryan Moore in “Evidences of Decadent Humanity” (2014): 

"Anthropocentrism" and "ecocentrism" are concepts much more commonly used by 

environmental philosophers and practitioners of green studies than by SF writers. 

Ecocentrism denotes the view of the world by which nonhuman nature has intrinsic values 

similar if not equal to those of humans. A literary or philosophical work with an ecocentric 

view addresses the imbalance resulting from a strict, "hard" anthropocentrism that has 

dominated the world, explores the nature of that imbalance, and, often, espouses a 

restoration of balance. (Moore, 46) 

Anthropocentrism can be seen in both novels, as the societies featured within them view nature as 

something to be controlled by themselves. Access to nature is not important, because it has no 
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intrinsic value in these novels, as the only value that it has been given is purely aesthetic or 

economic, based on the situation. For the people living on Earth in Imperial Earth, nature is an 

attraction that can be enjoyed through viewscreens found in underground homes, and for the 

citizens of the World States in Brave New World, the aesthetic value of nature has been imposed 

upon them by the World Controllers for economic reasons. This hedonistic way of viewing the 

world, is something that Ronja Tripp discusses in her essay “Biopolitical Dystopia” (2015):  

Hedonism is instrumentalised to procure the biopower that rests on an equilibrium, on a 

“civilisation” that is uninterrupted by uncontrolled longings, passions, diseases, etc. Thus 

hygiene, medicine, but also the satisfaction of needs (and their class-specific conditioning of 

what to need and want), are part and parcel of regulated “happiness.” (Tripp 39) 

Tripp’s argument about the uncontrolled longings of a civilization regarding Huxley’s Brave New 

World, can be applied to the world view in Clarke’s Imperial Earth as well. Both novels feature 

environments that have been created by the humans that live in them through technological 

advances in order to let people enjoy nature to a greater degree. Despite having reduced the level of 

pollution and visible signs of industrialization, the two societies have sterilised the remnants of their 

natural environment by making it more desirable for humans to live in. 

   

 

1.4 – Literature Review 

 

Huxley’s Brave New World and Clarke’s Imperial Earth represent different types of utopias, 

with both novels focusing on potential futures for humankind, differing in both the scope of human 

advance and the way in which the concept of utopia itself is treated, and how utopia doesn’t extend 

itself to those outside of it. This thesis focuses on questioning the power structures present in both 

novels through colonial and imperial attitudes, the environmental injustices inflicted on those 

outside of the ruling class and examining the anthropocentric relationship between man and nature. 

Ronja Tripp (2015) sees Brave New World as a “biopolitical dystopia”, referring to the way in 

which the World Controllers and the dominant culture of the World States dictates the way in which 

people can live, how they have been removed from their own biological decision making, analysing 

the hedonistic values along with the cultural shifts that have occurred between the novels setting 

and the time it was written. This is further compounded in the research by Susan Bruce (2015), who 
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draws direct parallels between Thomas More’s Utopia and Brave New World, identifying several 

key elements of colonialism and the depictions and attitudes towards nature and the environment, 

directly looking at the appropriation of land and its exploitation at the hands of the World States.  

By contrast, Clarke’s Imperial Earth, at least according to my research, has not been 

critically analysed unlike some of his other works. Because of this reason, my own examinations 

are based off essays about different utopias, including those about Brave New World due to 

significant similarities between the two novels, despite their dramatically different settings. Several 

studies by Smith (2012), Moore (2014), Milner (2009), Buell (2005), among several others, analyse 

utopian and dystopian themes within science fiction, that are used in this thesis in order to analyse 

the complexities of their societies and argue that the utopian societies represented here are 

essentially exploitative of outsiders. This analysis will begin with the examination of the colonial 

aspects of both novels, and how both the insiders and outsiders function in that world, and how the 

utopia has been established in their respective worlds. Starting my thesis with the examination of 

these societies through their colonial aspects, allows me to transition into discussing the status of 

the outsiders, providing a framework for the rest of the analysis contained in this thesis.  

  



11 
 

Chapter II: Settler Colonialism within a Utopian society 

 

…then they draw out a number of their citizens out of the several towns and send them over 

to the neighbouring continent; where, if they find that the inhabitants have more soil than 

they can cultivate, they fix a colony, taking in the inhabitants to their society, if they will 

live with them; and where they do that of their own accord, they quickly go into their 

method of life, and to their rules… But if the natives refuse to conform themselves to their 

laws, they drive them out of those bounds which they mark out for themselves, and use force 

if they resist. (Thomas More, 87) 

 

2.0 – The World State of London and the Savage Reservation 

 

 Thematically, Huxley’s Brave New World (1932) is very similar to Thomas More’s original 

Utopia (1516), as both depict a society that has become self-sufficient and self-serving, affording its 

residents comfort and plenty at any given point, a society that takes from those who have something 

that they do not possess. A majority of their population is controlled by a select few leaders who 

make the major decisions for the rest, and in the case of Brave New World, this is achieved through 

the higher castes that consist of the World Controllers, and those who dictate the fates of those yet 

to be born. The citizens are led to believe that they are a part of the most civilized form of humanity 

on Earth, and are shown films that propagandize this fact, by showcasing people from outside of the 

World States, as being less than they are. They are the colonizers of the World, and anyone outside 

of their control is a savage, and this becomes apparent from the language used when it comes to 

describing the areas that are uncivilized to them, the Savage Reservations. These Savage 

Reservations are the remnants of land and people that were deemed unfitting for their perfect 

society, or simply lacked any economic value to the states themselves. The way in which both More 

and Huxley use satire in order to highlight the negatives in their utopia allow the reader to focus on 

the aspects of what we believe utopia represents, but how those elements can also be exaggerated in 

such a way that turns them more dystopian and oppressive, and this chapter focuses on those 

twisted representations. 

The World State of London represents the further expansion of the imperial power that the 

British Empire held during the colonial era. The exploitation of the colonies has progressed further, 
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and the divide between a citizen of the Empire and that of an uncivilized savage living in a foreign 

land has grown deeper and wider. The society of the World State of London has been homogenized 

and all “natural born” people have been eliminated from its framework, emulating the society from 

More’s Utopia, with the primary difference being that every citizen born in London is assigned a 

place to work from birth and they cannot deviate from that path. The representation of the Savage 

Reservation depicted in the novel, and the implication that there are more like it within the world of 

the novel, draws parallels between the contemporary imperialism and as Langer discusses, 

highlights how these former free people lose control due to an external, and often “alien” force:  

“The trauma of colonization takes many forms. One example is the loss of control inherent 

in governance by an alien colonial body. This imposition of an external culture and 

worldview along with the demand that the colonized hew to it in every way – physically, 

mentally and spiritually – does produce productive resistance, but also a cultural wound.” 

(Langer, 110) 

 There are several connections between the depictions of outsiders within both Utopia and 

Brave New World, the outsider of the primary society is seen as an inferior, someone who lacks 

culture and is not civilized, and is seen as more of a natural resource than a human. This 

dehumanization collides with the modern ideals of a Utopian society, and echoes the same type of 

thinking as Thomas More’s Utopia, where the ones living in what is essentially paradise, look for 

ways of expanding their own production by taking land from those they deem to have it in excess. 

These aspects of colonialism and settler colonialism are defined by Rachel Busbridge in 

“Israel-Palestine and the Settler Colonial ‘Turn’: From Interpretation to Decolonization”, while 

discussing the differentiation between settler colonialism and colonialism, and how settler 

colonialism aims to eliminate those who are being colonised:  

According to the framework, the key distinction between colonialism and settler colonialism 

is that the former is organized around a logic of exploitation while the latter is characterized 

by a logic of elimination (Busbridge, 92).  

There is a distinction between colonialism and settler colonialism, and it is determined by the fact 

whether the land being colonized is already occupied or not, and in the case of reservations. They 

are technically not owned by the people who live in them, but are given some autonomy over the 

area, mainly to deal with internal matters, but are generally not able to decide or influence much 

else. A modern example of a settler colony would either be the Israel-Palestine area, or the Native 

American reservations within the United States. Using this frame of mind when discussing the 
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Savage Reservation within Brave New World and whether settler colonialism is something that 

could exist within a utopian society, it becomes apparent that it cannot. In all of these scenarios, the 

original population is deeply exploited much like Langer suggests, adding to the depth of the 

satirical utopia of Huxley’s work. 

 The hierarchical structure of the World States is also another element of control over the 

populations of outsiders and insiders. Because of the way the world is structured, only the those in 

the highest echelons of society, such as the World Controllers, and those in charge of the facilities, 

are free to an extent. The average citizen of the World State is subjected to similar depths of 

colonial and imperial abuse as those living in the Savage Reservations. This can be seen in the way 

in which the citizens of the World States are kept under control through the use of soma, almost 

paralleling the way in which the British Empire controlled the Chinese through the opium trade. 

And unlike those living in the Savage Reservation, who are kept in control by not allowing them 

any access to clean nature or technology, the World State citizens are subjected to an 

overabundance of both, and in being provided with excess, they become complacent and willing 

subjects to the World States. The culture of the citizens is also stripped to focus on the pleasures of 

life, losing any spiritual elements and through the excess of pleasure, the people living in that 

society also become indifferent towards others, whether they are from the same community or an 

outside one. This is discussed in detail by Ronja Tripp in her essay “Biopolitical Dystopia” (2015), 

in which she explores the “pleasure principle” present in the World States: 

Their all-encompassing pleasure principle, coupled in the case of Huxley with aspects of 

capitalist market economy and psychoanalysis, is nothing but Utilitarianism stripped of its 

moral argument and taken to the extreme. Pleasure was sought as a substitute for religion as 

well as an escape from unpleasant dealings with post-war realities, and its social correlatives 

were the proliferation of pop-cultural products, parties and drugs, as well as promiscuity 

(Tripp, 2015, p.30) 

Through the interpretation of the societal and cultural reforms present within the World States, we 

can look at the way in which the utopian society found within Brave New World has been 

established and how it is controlled through those seemingly benign changes. In an ironic twist, it is 

not only the colonies that have been colonized, but also the minds of the citizens of the World 

States. Their freedoms have been traded in for comforts, while the comforts of those in the Savage 

Reservations have been taken away while their freedom has been partially preserved, and at the 

same time, while the environment in which the citizens of the World State live in is pristine and 

beautiful, it is also what keeps them complacent. The dualities between the people living in the 
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Savage Reservations and the World States, highlight the extent in which colonialism and 

imperialism can affect the ones who are not in charge, in ways that are hard to discern from within 

the system itself. Huxley’s work is far from a utopia, despite affording the ones who live in the 

World States with everything that they could ever desire while keeping them safe from harm. This 

differs greatly from what Clarke envisions in his novel, where Earth has come together as a whole 

and expanded beyond its planetary boundaries, where humanity has solved the issue of using up all 

of its natural resource in order to expand and develop.  

 

2.1 – Earth and the Satellite Colonies 

 

 Clarke’s utopia differs greatly from both More’s and Huxley’s utopias, showcasing 

the transition of the term to its more modern understanding of an idealized world in which 

contemporary issues have ceased to exist. Clarke’s Imperial Earth showcases a new era in which 

humanity has settled onto other worlds, a setting in which the external politics of a modern world 

with multiple states no longer exists, where interstellar travel is not only possible, but a frequent 

occurrence as materials and people are transported between worlds at a consistent basis. Most items 

and materials can be created with replicators that are practically free to operate due to low cost, 

which has led most industry to disappear from Earth. The planet has also been converted into a 

green paradise, as scientists have found a way to bring back primordial forests on Earth that had 

disappeared centuries prior to the events of the novel. Contemporary issues, such as war, 

ideological differences, religious and cultural conflicts have all seemed to vanish as technology has 

progressed to the point where everyone has equal access to everything, and no region is left behind 

in this regard. Yet those living outside of Earth live in a very different ecosystem, as their 

surroundings can never be Earth-like due to the lack of atmosphere, or wildlife to re-create a 

complex environment.  

The people living on Earth are left in a state of decadence and excess, similarly to those 

living in the World State of London in Huxley’s Brave New World, they do not need to worry about 

the pollution from industry, the effects of disease, or the nature around them in general. This is best 

exemplified by the treatment Duncan is given on Earth, and how vastly different the variety of food 

is on Earth compared to what he is used to:  
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It consisted of a large variety of fruits, most of them unfamiliar to Duncan even by name. 

Some were insipid, others very pleasant, but he felt all were perfectly safe. The strawberries 

he thought were especially good, though he had turned down the cream that was offered 

with them when he discovered, by tactful questioning, exactly how it was made. (Clarke, 

124) 

This is in stark difference to what the humans from Titan do in their spare time, where they are 

limited to a few minimalistic green spaces on Titan that contain barely any nature. The obvious 

distinction between a colony on Earth versus a satellite colony in the Solar System, is that there is 

no established nature or humanity on those planets, so they are purely man-made and constructed 

from the ground up. But they are established for a reason, and the reason why the colony on Titan 

even settled, is due to the high quantities of hydrogen in a low gravity atmosphere, making it 

cheaper to produce there and transport into space rather than harvesting it on Earth. And while the 

satellite colony of Titan does remain independent to a degree that it is able to negotiate deals on 

how much the hydrogen from the moon is worth, there is also an element of reliance on Earth for 

many other things, such as the capability to produce spaceships that are able to make it all the way 

to the distant moon. 

 As described by Susan Bruce in “Utopian Justification: More’s Utopia, Settler Colonialism, 

and Contemporary Ecocritical Concerns” (2015): 

Fredric Jameson similarly observes that “[More’s]  Utopia is . . . the prototype of the settler 

colony, and the forerunner of modern imperialism,” and explicitly includes in the notion of 

the settler colony the Zionist formulation wherein “‘the people without land’ supposedly 

[meet] ‘the land without people’” (2005, 205). In making this connection Jameson cites 

Antonis Balasopoulos, who argues that Utopia “provided the template for utopian 

expansionism” because it “so inventively [negotiates] the interface between the misreading 

of power and the power of misreading” (Bruce, 25) 

This type of utopian expansionism where things production and people are moved around in order 

to provide more for the people still living in paradise, is very similar to the imperial colonialism of 

the Victorian era, where in one group of people is exploited for their labour, and their environment 

is made more perilous through the industrialization in their surroundings. The difference with 

colonizing a planet or a moon is the fact that there is no original inhabitants, but those who either 

move there through their own will, or being forced to move there through an aggressive market 
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economy in the hopes that they will be able to make a living.  Bruce then expands upon this line of 

thinking by quoting Wolfgang Sachs and delves into the topic of sustainability: 

 “where is the circle of use and regeneration to be closed? At the level of a village 

community, a country, or the entire planet?” (Bruce, 38) 

 What does the future of the Titan colony entail once the vast supplies of hydrogen are 

depleted, or that the government on Earth determines that it is no longer economically beneficial to 

harvest and transport hydrogen from Titan to Earth and the other colonies to support space travel. 

The value of Titan as a colony is completely tied to its resources and nothing else, making it seem 

much like historical colonies akin to the Belgian Congo. But rather than harvesting rubber while 

torturing an entire population, Titan isn’t as actively managed, but the exploitation is built into the 

system through the market capitalism that is present within the novel and the formal relationship 

between Earth and Titan. 

To further this thought of an aggressive market economy controlling the life on Titan, the 

way in which the people who have been born on Titan are described in contrast to the people who 

were born on Earth is quite stark. When looking at Catherine Linden Ellerman, who in the novel is 

referred to as Calindy, a young socialite in their twenties who visits Titan for a brief amount of 

time:  

Duncan knew, of course, that all Terrans were rich. (How could it be otherwise, when each 

was the heir to a hundred thousand generations?) But he was overawed by Calindy’s display 

of jewels and silks, never realizing that she had a limited wardrobe which she varied with 

consummate skill. Most impressive of all was a stunningly beautiful coat of golden fur – the 

only one ever seen on Titan – made from the skins of an animal called a mink (45) 

Considering that Duncan is a part of the wealthiest family on Titan, and is invited to be a speaker at 

the quincentennial on Earth, his reaction to see jewels, silks, and a fur coat is very indicative of how 

large the difference is between a Terran and someone from Titan. This is very reminiscent of the 

wealth difference between those living under British rule away from England, to those living in 

London and other wealthy parts of England, but in Clarke’s future, wealth is now something all 

Terrans possess. Even Duncan’s childhood friend, Karl, is a part of this wealthy group, as he is able 

to move between Titan and Earth very frequently due to his family’s wealth and business. This is 

again reflective of how during the colonial era on our own Earth, the more advanced and wealthy 

colonizing nations would be able to make very preferential deals with their colonies, whether they 

were still under colonial rule or not. As Thomas Rieder explains in his essay “Colonialism and 
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Postcolonialism” (2018), linking the struggles of the colonized with the market economy of that of 

their colonizers, we can see some of this effect on the people of Titan: 

The same is arguably the case at the global level. An economy and government run by white 

settlers who have more or less confidently consolidated their grip on the land will likely find 

different ways of integrating themselves into the world market and geopolitics than will a 

former dependent colony’s native elite, forced to navigate the tensions between popular 

anticolonialism and the persistent structures of a dependent economy. (Rieder, 5) 

Their economy is dependent on the existence of demand for their most valuable resource, 

while the colonizer does not necessarily need them for their hydrogen supply, its simply cheaper for 

them to gather it there rather than from their own ocean. This harkens back to the question of at 

what level is the colony on Titan sustainable, it houses a mere 500,000 people, yet its existence is 

entirely dependent on the trade from Earth, and the opportunities to migrate seem very minimal. 

Even as we are shown what happens when Titanians are able to go to Earth through the eyes of 

Duncan, it doesn’t seem likely that they would be able to stay without major sacrifice.  

 

2.2 – The Colonial Outsider 

 

The status of the individuals living on the off-world colonies and the Savage Reservations is 

surprisingly similar, especially through the representative of Titan, Duncan Makenzie, and the 

double outsider in John “the Savage”. As we previously discussed the status of the insiders and the 

outsiders of these majority and minority groups, the focus shifts to the characters are represented 

whose status in these circles is blurred through the affiliations with the other. When discussing the 

elements in both Brave New World and Imperial Earth there are certain similarities that become 

apparent during close reading. Where Huxley’s world is a largely satirical and negative depiction of 

a utopia, it shares characteristics with the much more positive representation found within Clarke’s 

work. Both feature a human society that has been splintered through the world of the novel by 

choice, where the people of the World State and the Reservation are segregated through technology 

and societal differences, the humans living in the Solar System are now divided between colonists 

living in their new home worlds, and those humans who remain on Earth. John and Ducan are both 

outsiders in their respective groups, as John is not a someone who was born on the Savage 

Reservation, and Duncan is not a Titanian by birth, as he was not born on the colony and is a part of 



18 
 

the colony’s leadership. And when they are moved into a different location, despite their closer 

roots to that society, they are still viewed as outsiders due to an external factor, John does not fit in 

with the khaki wearing citizens of the World State and is outed as a savage, while Duncan’s 

outsider status on Earth stems from the tone of his skin and the fact that he has come to Earth from 

Titan.. He represents the past of Earth through the colour of his skin, while the Savage Reservation 

represented the contemporary social divide between the races from the western colonizers, and the 

representations of both Duncan and John “the Savage” represent a glimpse into the past attitudes of 

humanity towards those with less power. We are shown these attitudes in how Duncan’s diplomatic 

liaison and host, George Washington, describes him, pointing out how his darker skin tone makes 

him more noticeable at social events without having to apply make-up, and how the citizens of the 

World State treat and view John after his breakdown and how he is treated more like an animal at a 

zoo, having food tossed at him from a safe distance as the citizens enjoy the sight of him 

flagellating himself.: 

Washington looked at his plump, brown hand and sighed… “It’s getting more and more 

difficult to find a genuine black skin. I’m no race snob,” he added hastily, “but it will be a 

pity when we’re all the same shade of off white. Meanwhile, I suppose you do have a 

slightly unfair advantage.” (Clarke, 104) 

Like locusts they came, hung poised, descended all around him on the heather. And from out 

of the bellies of these giant grass-hoppers stepped men in white viscose-flannels, women 

(for the weather was hot) in acetate-shantung pyjamas or velveteen shorts and sleeveless, 

half-unzippered singlets – one couple from each. In a few minutes there were dozens of 

them, standing in a wide circle round the lighthouse, staring, laughing clicking their 

cameras, throwing (as to an ape) peanuts, packets of sex-hormone chewing-gum, pan-

glandular petits beurres. (Huxley, 276) 

There is a high degree of exoticism and curiosity aimed at both Duncan and John, and while they 

are both treated very differently, they are both clearly outsiders within the society that they have 

arrived in. Whether it is unfamiliarity with their surroundings, or the reactions of awe and intrigue 

at their unique appearance, this representation is in conflict with what we would expect from a 

utopian society. And while Huxley’s satirical work highlights this in a much more visceral and 

graphic sense, Clarke’s representation doesn’t differ from it much in terms of function. Unlike John, 

Duncan is not a noble savage, but he represents two things, Earth’s past and the colony of Titan, 

and as a representative of both, he is tokenized. He is offered a short ten-minute speech at an 

important celebration, which is completely focused on the history of Earth, to which Titan will 
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forever remain a footnote to. And then as a representation of Earth’s diverse past, he is a curiosity to 

those who have become more mixed in with one another. 

  John is also an outsider in both locations in which he lives, by being an exiled member of 

the World State, he neither fits in with the Savage Reservation, or with the citizens of the World 

State, who view him as a piece of curio, a circus monkey that will perform tricks for them, even if 

that is in the form of self-mutilation. Due to the major cultural differences between the Savage 

Reservation where he has lived for most of his life, and the extreme culture of decadence and 

control that the World State uses to maintain its order, John is unable to assimilate into the society. 

This is something that is discussed by Jessica Langer in Postcolonialism and Science Fiction 

(2011):  

This also speaks to the idea that culture itself is not static. Often, the colonial encounter is 

considered in terms of a monolithic colonial culture interacting with an indigenous culture 

that is seen as similarly unchanging, on account of its permanent situation in a historical past 

rather than its valorization as the pure, true, perfect colonial culture that needs to be imposed 

universally. (Langer, 141) 

Due to the nature of the culture of the World State, its citizens are unable to accept anyone who 

doesn’t use soma, or conform to the societal standards, as someone other than a savage, as we can 

see by the nickname given to John, “the Savage”. He is treated more akin to an animal as his mind 

slowly crumbles into nothing as he is berated by everyone around him, despite his social 

intelligence as he is able to tell that while the citizens of the World State may live in a world of 

plenty, they are more like slaves than anything. His close relationship with Linda exposes this fact 

to him, but when he attempts to confront the others about this, his words fall on deaf ears, as people 

are more afraid of his violent demeanour than the content of his message. 

 These aspects of colonialism and imperialism are presented differently but can be analysed 

in a similar way. Both the people living in the Savage Reservation and the colony on Titan, are 

subjected to living conditions those living on the “primary” living space never have to worry about 

it. For the citizens of the World State of London, there is no pollution, disease, or threat from wild 

animals, and for the inhabitants of Earth, there is no danger of a hostile environment to life, and all 

problems that had been present in an industrial Earth have been corrected. The living conditions in 

Huxley’s work is something that could be rectified within the novel, as simply altering the balance 

of power to be more equal between the different people groups would result in everyone being able 

to live on the same planet peacefully. Such an option is not possible with the technology present in 
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Clarke’s work, Titan cannot be terraformed to be Earth-like, and there is never any plan to have that 

be the case, what the colonists were supposed to have were recreational facilities and gardens 

included in their living spaces, but those aims never manifested due to implied difficulties. 

 This leads into a discussion about the living conditions within colonies, and how they are 

often exploitative of a lack of resources accessible to the colonizers, showcasing a lack of care for 

original inhabitants, something which is present within Brave New World’s Savage Reservation, but 

absent within Imperial Earth due to the lack of an original population. However, Clarke’s novel 

becomes a parallel to Huxley’s as the colony has been established, as it swiftly becomes a 

supplementary to Earth. Moore’s “Evidences of Decadent Humanity” (2014) raises the thought:  

“At least some of these early works maintain relevance in their potential not just to entertain 

but to function rhetorically, less to prophecy than warn about the steep, perhaps fatal, price 

of humankind's inability to be aware of its membership in its land community.” (Moore, 

2014).  

Whether they are aware of it or not, there is an eventual expiration for the environments of 

Titan and the other colonies, not through environmental disaster, but through unplanned 

obsolescence through technological advances or the demands of market capitalism. In both novels, 

the societies have advanced to the point in which they are able to tame and control the nature 

around them, resulting in the effect described by Moore, in which humanity loses the capability to 

understand their own relationship to their surroundings. Specifically, in Huxley’s Brave New World, 

the culture around nature has shifted to one of aesthetic pleasure, where those who are outside of the 

dominant culture are left to deal with an untamed world. In contrast, Clarke’s utopia takes 

environmental safety for granted. If people are moved into a situation where their surroundings are 

not safe, they are more likely to make a fatal mistake due to an inability to grasp the fact that the 

outside world may be dangerous. These thoughts lead onto the next topic of environmental injustice 

and environmental exploitation that is present in both novels, and how these unfairly balanced 

systems actively remove from the utopian aspects of their worlds.  
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Chapter III: Environmental Injustice and Environmental Exploitation in the Colonies 

 

They order a seventh part of all these goods to be freely given to the poor of the countries to 

which they send them, and they sell the rest at moderate rates. And by this exchange; they 

not only bring back those few things that they need at home, for indeed they scarce need any 

thing but iron, but likewise a great deal of gold and silver; and by their driving this trade so 

long it is not to be imagined how vast a treasure they have got among them (Thomas More, 

95) 

 

3.0 – “Paradise” on Earth 

 

 A large part of Utopian depictions of the future is how everyone is given equal access to the 

natural world, and how we have stopped the exploitation of our natural resources for the sake of 

economic gain. No one in Thomas More’s Utopia goes without what they need or desire, they have 

ready access to anything that they want and in great abundance, but the Utopians also take from 

others when they have something that they do not, whether it is arable land or a resource that they 

need that they cannot gain through trade. So, while those utopians live in their own paradise, those 

around them have to contend with the desires and whims of the Utopians if they ever decide that 

they want something from them, and if they aren’t able to trade for it, it will be taken by force. This 

line of thinking is exhibited in both Brave New World and Imperial Earth, as both of the 

civilizations present in the novels have taken it upon themselves to use resources for themselves in a 

manner most beneficial to themselves. Whether it is through the exploitation of the environments 

previously home to the people now confined to the resource depleted areas of the Savage 

Reservations, or those few who have been sent off into distant worlds in order to shift production in 

order to provide Earth with a cleaner environment and a more economically beneficial system. 

There is an element of similarity between the World State of London and the representation of Earth 

in Clarke’s work, as they have both become unchanging, having been deemed to be ideal or perfect 

of a purpose, with the only changes stemming from the desire for economic gain. 

The Earth in Clarke’s novel represents an idealized, utopian form of the contemporary, post-

industrialized world that we lived in during the writing of the novel. Issues such as pollution have 

been dealt with, and the sources of the problem have been minimized or completely eliminated 



22 
 

through technological advancement, and scientists have re-planted primordial forests across the 

planet, as Duncan’s host on Earth, George Washington is eager to point out:   

“If you were here three hundred years ago,” said his host, with considerable satisfaction, 

“about eighty percent of this would have been houses and highways. Now the figure’s down 

to ten percent – and this is one of the most heavily built-up areas on the continent. It’s taken 

a long time, but we’ve finally cleaned up the mess the twentieth century left. Most of it, 

anyway. We’ve kept some as a reminder. (Clarke, 114) 

Washington presents this new Earth to Duncan, an outsider, with a sense of pride, noting how 

lengthy the process has been, and pointing out how the Earth used to be a mess during a time when 

neither of them were alive. As his host, Washington treats Duncan to synthesized foods that he has 

never had before, and some natural foods like honey, things that someone from Titan would never 

have access to. These reclamations of the natural world, in both the animals and the plant-life and 

reductions of signs of civilization are things that Moore discusses in his essay “Evidences of 

Decadent Humanity” (2014) when quoting DeLoughrey and Handley, dealing with the topic of 

anthropocentrism: 

Elizabeth DeLoughrey and George B. Handley (2011) posit that "the ecocritical 

interrogation of anthropocentrism offers the persistent reminder that human and political and 

social inequities cannot be successfully and sustainably resolved without some engagement 

with the more-than-human world." Herein lies the enduring value of the works discussed; 

they account, by fictive, often fantastic, means, for the relationship between the human and 

nonhuman, and this, arguably, is "the most fundamental question of all for green studies" 

(Coupe 2000). (Moore, 61) 

The discussion of the anthropocentrism in ecocriticism is relevant to the discussion of the 

relationship between humanity and nature within the novel. It is clear that there is more reverence 

of the importance of nature, but at the same time while the nature remains “wild” with “millions of 

trees of different sizes, colors, and shapes” as described by Duncan, there is an element of mastery 

over nature present in the people living on Earth. When taken to a tour of Africa and other more 

classically wild locations, such as the jungles of Borneo, his travel companions never have any 

sense of worry with them, they know that they are all safe on the planet. It is as much a fantasy 

experience for them, emulating the adventures of old 19th and 20th century explorers of old 

colonized continents. 
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Another example of this disregard for the importance of greenery, is seen in the way that 

most people on Earth live. While some of the population lives in old buildings on the surface, 

surrounded by the new beautiful environment, others live in underground houses, filled with 

viewscreens that show the outside world:  

When it was cheaper and simpler to melt a home underground than to build it above – and to 

fit it with viewscreens that were better than any conceivable window – it's not surprising that 

the surface lost many of its attractions. (Clarke, 115) 

The word “attractions” reveals the way in which nature and architecture has come to be viewed in 

this imagined future, a visual distraction. False views of whatever people choose to view is much 

more important than an actual view, and most of the structures built on the surface have been gotten 

rid of because of their low aesthetic value, offering no pride in showcasing them. This isn’t the case 

for old farmhouses, like the one Duncan’s host, Washington owns: “Also, out-worlders can learn a 

lot about Earth very quickly in a place like this. But to be honest – the truth is that I’m proud of the 

place, and like showing it off” (Clarke, 116). This is another indication of there being a class divide 

with some of those living on Earth, as while most of them are richer than anyone residing on Titan, 

the Terrans are still split off into those who are able to live there, and those who are wealthy enough 

to own something above ground that is a status symbol to their place in society. In questioning the 

anthropocentric values of humanity, and the reasoning behind all of the changes that the Earth has 

gone through, it has all been done with humanity in mind, rather than making it a point of restoring 

balance between human activities and natural processes. 

 In comparison to Huxley’s Brave New World, there are several similarities to with the 

viewpoints contained within Imperial Earth. The World State of London has been beautified for the 

sake of appearances, with the side benefit of reducing the levels of pollution within the city. This 

beautification doesn’t necessarily mean that the lives of every inhabitant has been improved, as 

there are clear divisions within that society as well, those who work in certain fields and certain 

positions have much more power over the others who are the main groups of people being kept in 

check with the narcotic soma. And in this existence within the World State, all dissidents that 

threaten the status quo are sent off to an island that cannot communicate with the outside world, 

leaving only happy and complacent citizens living within its confines, as John puts it, as slaves. 

London diminished beneath them. The huge table-topped buildings were no more, in a few 

seconds, than a bed of geometrical mushrooms sprouting from the green of park and garden. 
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In the midst of them, thin-stalked, a taller, slenderer fungus, the Charing-T Tower lifted 

towards the sky a disc of shining concrete. (Huxley, 103)  

The description of London that Huxley gives the reader is a very organic one, the green of a 

park and garden, with geometrical mushrooms sprouting from it, and even the structures that 

dominate its view from the distance are shining brightly. This description is far from the current 

landscape of London, and represents the attempt to turn this city into something that is more akin to 

the concept of Thomas More’s utopia, where the citizens of that society live in a well-maintained, 

beautiful world that represents a perfect living environment for its perfect residents. The population 

has been instilled with a sense of appreciation of nature in order to encourage them to use travel 

services and pay for the pleasure of seeing more nature than they can within the cities, as is 

explained earlier in the novel, when the Director of the Hatcheries and Conditioning centre’s muses 

about why they have made certain adjustments through genetic engineering: 

If the children were made to scream at the sight of a rose, that was on grounds of high 

economic policy. Not so very long ago (a century or thereabouts), Gammas, Deltas, even 

Epsilons, had been conditioned to like flowers – flowers in particular and wild nature in 

general. The idea was to make them want to be going out into the country at every available 

opportunity, and so compel them to consume transport. (Huxley, 86) 

The World States have adjusted their environment on the grounds of compelling the economic 

consumption of certain services, such as travel, in order to enjoy more idyllic landscapes. If the 

transformation of the environment into something more pleasant is not motivated by the betterment 

of the natural ecosystems and is rather a “marketing” tool for those in positions of power. This is 

something touched up upon by Andrew Milner within his essay “Utopia and Science Fiction 

Revisited” (2009):  

The willed transformation and the technological transformation are therefore more 

characteristically utopian or dystopian modes, because transformation – how the world 

might be changed, whether for better or worse – will normally be more important to utopia 

than otherness per se. SF can and does deploy all four modes, but in each case draws on 

‘“science”, in its variable definitions’. (Milner, 222) 

The purpose of the transformations found within the World State of London all feed into the need 

for the state to control its citizens, the more distracted and happy they are with their surroundings 

and available activities, the less actively they seek out alternate methods of living. When Bernard is 

shown to be questioning his society and as he seeks to change it, the immediate option for the others 
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is to have him be exiled rather than give him any opportunity to change anything. The argument 

could be made that if a society and the world that they occupy is perfect, there would be no need for 

change, but using Bernard as an example, along with something that Washington says in Imperial 

Earth that: Yet a lot of people here have been complaining for the last century or so that it’s too 

clean and tidy (Clarke, 113). Washington proceeds to immediately dismiss this thought and call it 

“nonsense”, which serves as a clear indicator that not everyone is pleased with how Earth has been 

turned into a supposed paradise. The average citizen of either fictional society clearly lacks the 

means and methods to change their surroundings in meaningful ways, as the distribution of power is 

weighed heavily towards the ones in positions of power, something that is very reflective of 

capitalist societies where change is most often motivated by money. This another detracting factor 

from the utopia that affects both of these fictional worlds, and the fact that both a satirical work that 

demonises state controlled populations and one that celebrates the progress of humanity have 

similar thematic elements within their worlds is very indicative of the problems with utopia’s. This 

thought then brings into question, if the paradise itself contains those who question its value, who 

are either removed from it or ignored, what of those who live outside of it? 

 

3.1 – Exploited Colonies 

 

If Earth has been made into a paradise, meant to be enjoyed for its aesthetic value, either for 

pleasure or economic gain, it must be questioned as to why certain places on Earth or why certain 

groups of people are subjected to living under certain conditions. The function of the “Savage 

Reservation” is to be an example of what the uncontrolled world looks like, so the “savages” living 

within those areas are only forced to do so because it both serves as a warning about what happens 

without the culture of the World State, and as a source of entertainment for the citizens of the World 

State. The reservations provide value to the World States through this, and becomes it provides 

value, the World Controllers are incentivized to keep the areas as they are. Similarly, when we are 

introduced to the colony of Titan in Clarke’s Imperial Earth, it is clear that the plans and future of 

the colony have changed since the days of its inception, and that the colony was established because 

it provides value to the people living on Earth, a cheaper way of transporting hydrogen around the 

solar system. The exploitation in both stems from the deprivation of the natural world, and from the 

lack of self-determinism, as neither the people living the reservations or on Titan are able to change 

their environment due to its barren or outright dangerous surroundings. This makes it clear that both 
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the colony present in Imperial Earth and the Reservation present in Brave New World, there are 

certain injustices that are forced upon them through those of their “colonizer”, in this case, both 

Earth and the World States. The colonies exist for a specific reason and are in a place where that 

existence is forced to stay the same. The Savage Reservation is an interdependent system that 

requires those living in it to make the correct decisions in order to keep their way of life the way it 

is, while the colony on Titan, is completely dependent on Earth for material and monetary gain. 

Within the first section of Clarke’s novel, the reader is introduced to the colony and history 

of Titan and how the descendants of the original colonists that settled on the planet now live on it, 

and through a brief excerpt from Chapter 8, titled Children of Corridors, provides us with the details 

the difference of living on Titan in comparison to Earth: 

“Here were men and women, barely into their twenties, who had seen forests and prairies 

and oceans of liquid water, who had strolled unprotected under an open sky beneath a sun 

whose heat could actually be felt… This very contrast in backgrounds, however, was a 

possible source of danger. The Terrans could not be allowed to go wandering around by 

themselves, even inside the habitats… One group succeeded; it was very lucky, and suffered 

no more than a few searing whiffs of ammonia” (Clarke, 44) 

This description makes it apparent that living on Titan’s environment is hazardous to its 

occupants even if they lose focus for a few moments, as displayed by the visitors need for 

supervision in order not to endanger people’s lives. This drastic difference between the Terrans and 

the Titanites, as the book refers to the two sets of humans, showcases the unfair living conditions 

that have been placed upon those on Titan. The envisioned future for Titan would have had domed 

gardens and resort facilities, but due to the monetary and planetary issues, it was closer to a 

catastrophe and those dreams had long since faded away from the thoughts of its inhabitants. 

Titanians are afforded some of the technological benefits that Earth has made, such as the higher 

quality of living and freedom from most diseases, but they are never afforded the same 

environmental safeties. This lack of environmental safety is a large proponent of environmental 

injustice, as a large population is subjected to dangerous living conditions so that the other can, in 

this case, have economic benefits. While yes, the Titanians are rewarded for their labour in the form 

of that Titanian government gaining funds to enhance the colony further, they are never afforded the 

same level of advancement as Terrans have. 

While the community of Titan remains largely independent, the abandoned dreams of a 

more developed world and the reliance on the commerce between Titan and Earth, there is a clear 
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dependency on the other, as Titan only sells large quantities of hydrogen to Earth, a non-essential 

material, while having to import several other materials from Earth at cost to themselves to make 

the colony a viable one. In The Future of Environmental Criticism: Environmental Crisis and 

Literary Imagination, Lawrence Buell talks about the environmental self-determination of different 

societies: 

“Environmental justice affirms the fundamental right to political, economic, cultural, and 

environmental self-determination of all peoples” – seems directed at least partly against 

expropriation of native land in order to create parks for the privileged, a worldwide 

phenomenon (see Spence 1999; D. S. Moore 1996) with European antecedents, such as the 

enclosure movement in early modern Britain. (Buell, 114) 

The colony of Titan and its occupants have very little in the way of self-determination; and as 

previously mentioned, most of their existence is tied to their economic relationship with Earth. 

Titan was colonized for its resources, and everything that happens on the planet is closely tied with 

that reality. While there is no native land to expropriate, or parks to build for the privileged, the 

money that Titan receives is then invested in the continued existence of the colony, while Earth 

benefits heavily from the trade, allowing Terrans to travel between the colonies in large spaceships 

like modern day cruise ships.  

 In contrast to the Savage Reservation, the Titanians are free to travel to Earth if they have 

the required funds to do so, but the people living in the reservation have more in the way of self-

determination. Both have a tricky balance between what they are able to do, and what is kept away 

from them. With the Savage Reservation, as we can see with the scenario with John, those who are 

not from the World State, may not enter it without being brought over by someone else, in this case 

Bernard. The contemplating on the conditions and exploitation of the reservation itself, it lines up 

more with the traditional environmental justice that Buell talks about. And as we learn through the 

experiences of John within the Beta-Minus geography room: 

In the Beta-Minus geography room John learnt that ‘a savage reservation is a place which, 

owing to unfavourable climate or geological conditions, or poverty of natural resources, has 

not been worth the expense of civilizing.’ (Huxley, 191) 

The way in which the World State of London views the Savage Reservation in Mexico is extremely 

harsh, a place not worth civilizing due to several factors. The reservation is left isolated from the 

modern advances of the World State that could benefit it, and the Reservation becomes a very grim, 

and at times, exciting safari to those of higher status that visit it. This is another example of the 
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colonial style exploitation of the Reservation and its population, they are recognized as being 

culturally inferior, living in a place that is not desirable, or worthy of fixing. So, while having 

autonomy over themselves, they are still heavily influenced by the superiority of the outsiders, and 

the “savages” are not able to exercise more than their internal politics, economics, and cultural 

values, while externally they have access to none of it. The reservation is not dependent on the 

World State, but their existence could end if the World State ever decided to change their minds and 

turn that reservation into something else if it suited their needs. 

 The living conditions themselves in the Savage Reservation are quite grim in comparison 

with the technologically advance society of London. Whereas the description of London from above 

is described as being quite green and organic looking from above, the description of the Reservation 

is:  

The squalor of that little house on the outskirts of the pueblo! A space of dust and rubbish 

separated it from the village. Two famine-stricken dogs were nosing obscenely in the 

garbage at its door. Inside, when they entered, the twilight stank and was loud with flies. 

(Huxley, 151) 

The Reservation is presented to the reader as a very varied area, with the towns being filled with 

multiple colours, with a wide variety of different clothing styles and the people to match that 

diversity. But mixed in with all of it, are places like the house in which Tom resides, with a space of 

dust and rubbish separating it from the population centre, complete with sickly animals roaming 

that brief wasteland. Returning to the thoughts of Ronja Tripp, in her essay “Biopolitical Dystopia” 

(2015): 

The regulation of biological processes and the taboos connected to them is all encompassing 

in this world, including so called heterotopias. Heterotopias are spaces usually externalised 

by everyday social and institutional space. Like cemeteries, clinics and prisons, they are 

sealed off from society because they represent a biopolitical taboo. In BNW, however, these 

spaces – “The Park Lane Hospital for the Dying” or the reservation – are integrated into the 

overarching pleasure principle of entertainment. (Tripp, 40) 

The importance of the Reservation remaining a place of entertainment through the horrors of 

primitivity and the lack of civilization represent the need for others to see that their life in regard to 

the lives of others, is remarkably better, seeing the horrors of natural life. Not only do the World 

Controllers around the world want to keep the Savage Reservation in this status for this reason, but 

they also want to ensure that there will be no technological or cultural crossing between the World 
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States or the Savage Reservations, hence why they limit the access to the reservations from those 

not on the higher echelons of their society.  

Through the exploitation of the colonies, in either the close examples of Titan or the Savage 

Reservation, the “colonizer” gains greater economic value than what the colony gains from the 

exploitation. In the case of Titan, the trade between Earth offers them much less than what they give 

up in order to receive it while also living in an environment that doesn’t naturally support humanity. 

Meanwhile, the people of the Savage Reservation are able to hold on to their cultural experiences 

but are kept prisoners within an area that is designated for them by those outside of their society. 

Economics play a clear role in the reason why both of these people are being subjected to the kind 

of exploitation that they are forced to endure for their whole life, whether they are aware of it or 

not. The economy is dependent on keeping those areas in the same form as long as possible in order 

to keep them viable for them to maintain in the long run. 

 

3.2 – Exploitative Market Capitalism 

 

Through this combination of dependency and interdependency that relies heavily on external 

factors remaining unchanging throughout the years, it is clear that the status of the others present in 

Huxley’s and Clarke’s work would not change for the better. The Savage Reservation in this regard, 

represents the fully exploited remnants of colonies, which have been deemed to have been fully 

utilized for the advancement of the colonizer, and as all of that economic value has gone, its 

purpose has shifted. In contrast, the colony on Titan is still in its infancy when it comes to its 

exploitation, the moon still has plenty of hydrogen to feed into Earth governments need for fuel for 

space travel, it is very clear that this need, does not translate into extensive wealth for the colony, as 

we can see through the experiences of Duncan Makenzie. 

 Looking directly at Duncan’s confusion about the economy of Earth, and how he finds the 

expenditure associated with things that can be replicated at any time, there is a definite divide 

between those who live elsewhere and those who live on Earth. With that disparity of who is able to 

live on Earth in luxury and who lives off planet that then supplies those people living in an 

untainted, danger free world, the concept of environmental justice becomes very prevalent, and as 

described by Lawrence Buell, again in The Future of Environmental Criticism: Environmental 

Crisis and Literary Imagination (2005):  



30 
 

That concern leads it to take an exceptionally strong interest in which environmental motifs 

are selected for what kinds of portrayal. The environmental(ist) subtext of works whose 

interest ore ostensibly directed elsewhere (e.g., toward social, political, and economic 

relations) may be no less telling in this regard than cases of the opposite sort where human 

figures have been evacuated for the sake of stressing environmentality. (Buell, 29) 

The economic links between those who live on Titan, and those who live on Earth is very stark, and 

Duncan already represents the wealthiest members of Titan through his familial ties to Earth, and 

how his father, Malcolm, is one of the figures that lead the early days of space travel.  The reader is 

shown through the experiences of Duncan about how economically focused life has become on 

Earth: 

You could spend a lifetime – and a million solars a day – sampling the luxuries of Earth. 

Every conceivable artifact has its own tape stored somewhere, waiting to go into the 

replicator. Since manufacturing costs are essentially zero, I don’t understand why some 

items are so expensive (Clarke, 136) 

And then considering the people from Earth we have been introduced to in the novel, in Calindy, 

the rich socialite who wears expensive furs and jewellery in a different variation on every day of the 

week, the farmhouse owning Washington who acts as a guide to Duncan to Earth, the reader can see 

the extreme wealth difference very clearly. Despite the Earth having access to technology that 

makes the manufacturing costs of these items essentially zero, there is still a premium attached to 

living on Earth in a specific manner that is more akin to the way in which the wealthy lived in the 

era of colonisation. 

 The effects of market capitalism and how it affects the “colonies” can also be seen in the 

Savage Reservation. With no financial gain to be had and no trade existing between the World 

Controllers and the various reservations, they are left on their own, and resemble glimpses of the 

past, where poor healthcare and poor living conditions are rampant. It isn’t necessary for the colony 

to trade with the World States, but in being underdeveloped in terms of infrastructure and not 

having the possibility of trading anything of value to the World States, there is very little hope in 

improving their standards of living, as most of their internal trade is for necessities that they lack for 

ones they have in abundance. As explained by Susan Bruce in “Utopian Justifications: More’s 

Utopia, Settler Colonialism, and Contemporary Ecocritical Concerns” (2015): 

“Such imaginaries, perhaps, might help us square the circle between a colonialism which 

justifies the appropriation of another’s land because it is the space that people do not use 
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productively enough with the ecological claim that those who perceive land as their property 

do not earn thereby the rights to its sole use.” (Bruce, 40) 

The Reservation represents this eventual outcome of this colonizer’s appropriation. Everything that 

has been deemed to be of economic value has already been claimed, leaving the ones still living that 

environment in a situation where their existence is a struggle because of how little they have left. 

This is another level of duality between the Titanians and the ones living on the Savage 

Reservations, the exploitation happens at a different point, but both forms of exploitation result in 

the same end state, complete control over the exploited. Most Terrans do not have to concern 

themselves with the affairs of the Titanians, but all Titanians are concerned with the affairs with 

Earth, and while the opposite is the case with the Savage Reservations and the World States, the 

similar end result is very telling about the very wide frame of how environmental injustice and 

exploitation can exist. By combining the thoughts of both Buell and Bruce, the reader can see the 

damaging factors of one society dominating another in terms of economics, and in this case, hyper 

capitalistic societies that only seek benefits from the decision that they make. Titan can expand on 

its own as long as it keeps supplying Earth, and the Savage Reservation can keep existing as long as 

it serves an example of what happens when the dominant world culture is absent from a region. This 

is something explored by Ronja Tripp in “Biopolitical Dystopia” (2015):  

The anti-Utopian criticism of market economy as the new ‘religion,’ the lack of historical 

knowledge and the hedonistic prerogative associated with privileged classes led Marxist 

critics like Adorno to read the society portrayed in BNW as essentially ‘American’ (cf. also 

Postman 1984). Ford’s overarching (neo-)liberalism – in the notion of the market economy 

as developed by the members of early Chicago school – is taken to its satirical extreme, 

being applied to all forms and aspects of human life (Tripp, 33) 

 Considering this idea about how the market economy has become the new ‘religion’ within 

the Brave New World, it can also be applied to Imperial Earth. When economic gain becomes the 

primary concern of a society, and everything in the world is thought of in terms of what is the most 

efficient way of producing something while keeping costs low, we can see that both of these novels 

world’s do this. As previous mentioned, the entire economy of Titan is based off the cheaper cost of 

gathering hydrogen and lifting it into space for transport due to its lower gravity compared to that of 

Earth’s. This exploitation privileges a certain few living away from the moon of Titan, and it is 

similar to the exploitation of the citizens living in the World States in terms of the economics of the 

world. Rather than having a population that is free to choose what they wish to do, everyone is 
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assigned where they work at birth in order to keep every sector working as optimally as possible for 

the largest economic gain for those who are in positions of power, such as the World Controllers 

and those working at the sensitive facilities that enable this type of economic exploitation. 

 This type of rampant market capitalism that is present in both of these worlds, where most 

aspects of existence have been commodified. This commodification leads to further divisions 

between people and how they are treated based on their job and place in the world, showcasing the 

environmental injustice that Lawrence Buell discusses in his essay. By Buell’s writings, it is not, 

and the conditions that are forced upon those living on Titan is not something that would exist in a 

modern understanding of utopia as an opposite to dystopia, lending credence to the thought that 

perhaps positive futures are not necessarily something for humanity to aim towards. This extends to 

the citizens of the World State, as no one would willingly subject themselves to an existence where 

their life is mostly predetermined and their ability for free thinking is suppressed by the state 

through dependency of things like pleasure, either through entertainment or drugs. This leads the 

conversation towards the idea proposed by Andrew Milner in his essay “Utopia and Science Fiction 

Revisited” (2009) about how depending on the type of willed transformation of society can change 

the way in which we perceive the world: 

“There are four characteristic types of alternative reality, Williams argued: the paradise or 

hell; the positively or negatively externally altered world; the positive or negative willed 

transformation; and the positive or negative technological transformation. SF, utopia and 

dystopia are each centrally concerned with the “presentation of otherness”, Williams 

continues, and thus depend on an element of discontinuity from “realism”. But the 

discontinuity is more radical in non-utopian/non-dystopian SF, since the utopian and 

dystopian modes require for their political efficacy an “implied connection” with the real: 

the whole point of utopia or dystopia is to acquire some positive or negative leverage on the 

present. By contrast, other kinds of SF and fantasy are free to enjoy greater latitude in their 

relations to the real.” (Milner, 221-222) 

In Clarke’s alternative reality, there are many situations where one place is a paradise, and 

another is a hellscape, bringing to question as to its status as a world that is desirable to be lived in 

by a contemporary society. To me this would indicate that utopias should be analysed in more detail 

in order to see whether they contain some more unseen values that are scattered throughout the 

novels. And then in Huxley’s hyper controlled world, we are shown how even an existence crafted 

to suit the needs of the few, while supplying a majority with the illusion of having what they want 

and deserve. A place where those who question that reality like Bernard are considered unwelcome 
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and are sent to places where they cannot escape from while still having the same comforts as those 

who do not question anything. This concept of a willed transformation, even if positive in nature, 

does not always keep in mind the state of the other in that world, which is something that we can 

see in the treatment of the others through that quasi-religious reverence of market capitalism in both 

of these societies. It extends to the relationship between man and nature itself, and how humanity 

can come to view nature as a source of aesthetic pleasure, where its value is purely based on its 

beauty rather than its intrinsic value to our own life. 
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Chapter IV: Humanity and Nature 

 

They cultivate their gardens with great care, so that they have both vines, fruits, herbs, and 

flowers in them; and all is so well ordered, and so finely kept, that I never saw gardens 

anywhere; that were both so fruitful and so beautiful as theirs are, And this humour of 

ordering their gardens so well, is not only kept up by the pleasure they find in it, but also by 

an emulation between the inhabitants of the several streets, who vie with one another in this 

matter (Thomas More, 75) 

 

4.0 – Nature as Pleasure 

 

 In the previous chapters, I have discussed the relationship between the insider of a Utopian 

society and the outsider who is making that reality possible, along with the variety of environmental 

injustices faced by those outsiders in order to maintain that Utopia. The final aspect I wanted to 

bring forward is man’s relationship with nature, and how specifically the insiders see nature as 

something to be modified for their enjoyment. There is some duality present in this matter in both 

novels, as mentioned previously, the wholesome view of Earth as a paradise that is presented to the 

reader in Clarke’s Imperial Earth has some dissenting voices, those who find Earth to be too well-

maintained and clean, while others see it as the exact opposite. Meanwhile, in Huxley’s Brave New 

World, the residents of London take great pride in their beautiful city, but as Bernard visits the 

Savage Reservation along with Lenina, and the sight of that environment and the people in it, 

repulses them, and as Lenina puts it herself: 

‘There won’t be any in the Reservation,’ Bernard warned her. ‘And stand it, stay here till I 

come back.’ Lenina was quite offended. ‘Of course I can stand it. I only said it was lovely 

here because … well, because progress is lovely, isn’t it?’ (Huxley, 136) 

Progress is lovely, a sentiment that indicates a viewpoint in which natural environments cannot be 

perceived as in a positive manner due to their lack of progress. Lenina represents the average citizen 

of the City State despite her high status, she is content with her place in life, enjoys taking her doses 

of soma, and enjoys the blend of nature and technology that she is surrounded by. Rather than 

seeing a natural environment, she would prefer to stay at the resort that she and Bernard were at 

before they would make their journey to the Savage Reservation, she has very little desire in seeing 
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a world in which such beautiful environments do not exist, constantly complaining about all of the 

natural horrors she is seeing, and about how travelling in that environment is repulsive, making a 

point to take a “complete and absolute holiday” (Huxley, 173) after leaving the Savage Reservation. 

Looking further into this thought of beauty and nature, Susan Bruce, in her essay “Utopian 

Justifications: More’s Utopia, Settler Colonialism, and Contemporary Ecocritical Concerns” (2015), 

explains that: 

“In fact, Utopia’s landscapes are so self-consciously managed and controlled as to render it 

an anti-pastoral: Utopia replaces pastoral’s insistence on a non-interventionist co-existence 

of man and nature with a relationship, if not of domination, at least of manipulation” (Bruce, 

33) 

If we look at the environments present in the World States, they are in the end, the antithesis to 

what the idealistic pastoral environment would be. There is very little natural environment that 

would allow for any spirituality or inspire awe in those that see it. The idealization of the pastoral 

has been destroyed by the modern society as beauty is now found within well-kept and maintained 

gardens and structures. 

 Using this anti-pastoral lens to look at Clarke’s Imperial Earth, does not quite exhibit the 

same line of thinking that Lenina has. If anything, there is more emphasis on pastoral landscapes 

within Clarke’s work, with certain industrial towns and cities only remaining the way that they are 

to serve as grim reminders what humanity is capable of doing. Despite this noble and reflective 

sentiment, this new form of nature that has been created, is much more controlled and managed than 

it might initially appear as. There are several situations in which Duncan finds himself exploring 

Earth for the first time in his life, and being introduced to certain things that scientists and the 

people living on Earth are doing these days, the first of which happens during his tour of Africa: 

A man was walking out of the "jungle," and he was not alone. Trotting beside him were two 

enormous animals, attached to leashes which seemed highly inadequate. They were 

undoubtedly dogs of some kind, though Duncan had not realized that any grew to such a 

size. There were, he knew, thousands of different breeds, but there seemed something 

strange about these; they did not fit any of the visual records he had ever seen. "Of course!" 

someone exclaimed. "That's Fido and Susie." (Clarke, 166) 

In 2276, the scientists on Earth have managed to resurrect extinct species through genetic reversal, 

such as the two dire wolves, Fido and Susie, that Duncan is introduced in the middle of the African 

“jungle”.  Up until this encounter, the wilderness that he has been subjected to, has been relatively 
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free of encounters with animals, beyond the sounds that could be heard while they slept out in the 

middle of nowhere inside of tents. However, much like the environments that he has been staying 

in, these animals are also tame and have been given names more accurate for household pets, 

serving more as demonstrable science experiments than animals. This still doesn’t fall under the 

same category of anti-pastoral that Bruce talks about, but is more befitting a description by Moore 

and his thoughts on antianthropocentrism in his essay “Evidences of Decadent Humanity” (2014): 

“The antianthropocentrism in SF is one manifestation of Brian W. Aldiss's (1986) well-

known definition of the genre: "Hubris clobbered by nemesis." In the works discussed in 

this article, characters typically find themselves in situations that subvert the assumption that 

the human species is the only one that matters.” (Moore, 48) 

Genetically altering other species in order to bring back different forms of animals, not for the sake 

of the ecosystem, but for the sake of the hubris of man, feeds into the ideology that the human 

species is the only one that matters, because as long as man can control nature by himself, humanity 

has no need for nature to participate in the “natural” cycle. 

 This is expanded upon even further, when Duncan visits the “Golden Reef”, a natural coral 

formation that has been modified through biological engineering and gene-manipulation in the 

centuries prior: 

Then he saw the first metallic glint--then another, and another. As he came closer, and the 

blue haze of distance no longer softened the details of the underwater world, Duncan 

realized why this reef was cherished and protected. Everywhere he looked, it glittered and 

sparkled with gold. (Clarke, 214) 

Through that engineering, the entire reef has been turned into a field of gold. The coral had been 

turned into a gold harvesting entity, that would extract tons of gold from the ocean floor and the sea 

itself that could then be harvested, but eventually became an attraction due to alternative ways of 

producing gold that were cheaper. This example serves as the pinnacle of the depths of human 

exploitation of nature within the novel, the modification of nature to support the needs of humanity, 

that is then transformed into a place of pleasure that was to be protected, due to its breath-taking 

beauty, forged by its newfound golden hue. Considering that Duncan is on Earth only for a brief 

amount of time, and we as readers are only given descriptions for the environments that he himself 

sees, it is reasonable to assume that there are other places such as this where a large scale scientific 

project has been undertaken in order to transform nature into something more desirable, whether 
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aesthetically or economically, after all, many structures have been torn down and forest re-grown 

for the reason of aesthetic pleasure. 

 In both Huxley’s and Clarke’s works, a heavy emphasis is placed upon the beauty of the 

environment, but also its function. Lenina’s sentinment of “Because progress is beautiful” 

permeates in both novels, as the nature that is considered beautiful in both have the same origins, 

they were created for a society that desired to live in a perfect world. Nothing in the World State is 

ugly to its inhabitants, and nothing on Earth is dangerous or unnatural without a purpose. One of 

them represents the anti-pastoral, and the other, antianthropocentrism; and they are both very 

human centric, and nature is only a means to an end. This is also something that is delved into by 

Margaret Kennedy in her essay titled “Ecotopian London: Morris’s Geography of Conservation” 

(2014): 

If we value the beautiful, we will wish to preserve the environment, an aesthetic version of 

intrinsic value theory, which urges humans not to view the environment as a resource, but 

something to be benignly enjoyed. (Kennedy, 116) 

In both of these worlds, humanity values environment as a resource, but when they begin to 

appreciate the nature around them, it no longer about preserving what we have, it has become about 

creating something we have never had. Golden reefs that generated gold for a society that didn’t 

want to leave pock marks into the Earth through mining that then become “natural” attraction, or 

cities that are built like a network of roots with green rooves. There is no benign enjoyment of 

nature, but rather something to be proud of. The people Duncan meets on Earth are proud to show 

the visitor the perfect environment that they live in, and the citizens of the World State appreciate 

their clean environments free of refuse and decay. In these “utopian” societies, nature is no longer 

something that co-exists with mankind, it has become something that is controlled, and created for a 

specific purpose, moving away from a natural world, to a more sterilised existence.  

 These “quasi-Edenic” landscapes are also examined by Susan Bruce in “Utopian 

Justifications: More’s Utopia, Settler Colonialism, and Contemporary Ecocritical Concerns” 

(2015): 

“In Utopia, a quasi-Edenic but also rather perfunctory sense of nature as garden constructed 

by divine hand into which humanity ought not delve too deeply (neither metaphorically nor 

literally) is overlaid by more modern convictions: that sustainability entails a conception of 

nature as something into which humanity has always-already intervened, for example.” 

(Bruce, 34) 
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The intervention of humanity in nature has progressed further than what readers were exposed to in 

More’s Utopia, and on a wholly different scale. Whether through simply the majority of Earth being 

changed in order to sustain the World States, or simply all of Earth having gone through a forced re-

forestation by humanity itself. There is no touch of divinity left in the natures that we see in these 

two novels, only a sense of self-satisfaction about having solved a problem that humanity had 

created for itself centuries ago. Through these cultural and societal shifts in both novels, the 

interconnectedness of humanity and nature has been severed, as humanity is now able to intervene 

in all-natural aspects, disregarding any notion of them living alongside their environment. In order 

to create their paradise, humanity has taken itself away from nature, furthering their anthropocentric 

viewpoints and elevating their status even higher above everything else. 

 

4.1 – Man Apart from Nature 

 

 As touched upon in the previous section, there are elements of the ecocentric and 

antianthropocentric present in both utopian settings. Mankind has become the focus of all progress 

and the natural development of the world is subverted in order to feed humanity’s needs. Both in the 

World States within Brave New World and Earth and Titan within Imperial Earth, contain humans 

that have been removed from the natural cycle of the world through advances in technology. At the 

beginning of Clarke’s novel, we are introduced to Duncan’s family, his cloned father Colin, and the 

original Malcom Makenzie, whose age in the novel is said to be: “Old Malcolm’s over a hundred 

and twenty now, isn’t he?” (Clarke, 109). Despite his age, Malcolm is not inactive, retired, or 

enfeebled in any way, rather, he still serves as one of the leaders of the humans living on Titan 

alongside Colin. It is clear that the natural lifespan of humanity has been extended greatly within 

this world, as someone who is 120-years old is still able to perform daily tasks without issues. 

Disease exists in some ways within the world as becomes apparent from Duncan’s speech at the 

quincentennial, along with some of the other injustices of the world: 

There are many problems still to be solved, on all the planets. Unhappiness, disease – even 

poverty – still exist. We are still far from Utopia, and we may never achieve it. But we know 

that all these problems can be solved, with the tools that we already possess. (Clarke, 288) 

It’s hard to quantify how far the humanity in Imperial Earth has come due to what we are 

shown compared to what the characters tell us, illness is barely talked about in the novel before this 

point, and the only mention of an epidemic was related to a technology referred to as “joy 
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machines” that caused “brain burning” (Clarke, 265). Considering that humanity is able to bring 

back extinct species through genetic engineering, and that they are able to clone humans and have 

them live full lives on their own, it leaves one to wonder how many diseases remain in the world. 

The cloning and manipulation of animal genetics within the novel, is similar to how it is achieved 

within Huxley’s work, in which humans are genetically engineered to fit a purpose within the 

society. Brave New World opens on an explanation of the process that the Hatchery and 

Conditioning Centre’s undergo daily: 

‘We also predestine and condition. We decant our babies as socialized human beings, as 

Alphas or Epsilons, as future sewage works or future …’ He was going to say future World 

Controllers, but correcting himself, said ‘future Directors of Hatcheries’ instead. (Huxley, 

60) 

Predestination, conditioning, and the manipulation of humanity on birth removes them from the 

natural cycle of things, as they are also given immunity to majority of diseases along with being 

removed from the natural process of life, being denied a natural birth. This is in stark contrast to the 

life within the Savage Reservation that are subjected to life and their environment in the fullest, a 

place where natural birth and death are a daily occurrence. This type of “natural existence” is 

nowhere to be found within Imperial Earth as the residents of the worlds outside of Earth are 

subjected to living conditions that would not normally support life and are therefore only possible 

through artificial methods, and it can also be argued that the existence forced upon those living in 

the Savage Reservation is artificial, as the walls surrounding their living areas will instantly kill 

anyone trying to escape that life, and their environment is specifically left for them due to its low 

economic value. This means that even those are living in environments that aren’t as highly 

maintained, are removed from actual natural life in an environment that is capable of supporting 

them. These aspects are discussed at length, again by Ronja Tripp, in her essay “Biopolitical 

Dystopia” (2015) on Brave New World: 

Progress is human regress. This biological process is additionally freed from its former, 

contingent, private and individual sphere and instead is regulated under the principle of 

economic efficiency to meet the biopolitical agenda. (Tripp, 36) 

 The progress that is exhibited in both the novels has led to regress in other areas, mainly in 

the relationship between man and nature as previously discussed, and how humanity has been 

removed from the natural processes to a certain degree within the two novels. Brave New World 

takes this removal much farther compared to Imperial Earth, as even birth and death have both 
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become obscene things for any citizen to think about in a “civilized society”. Both worlds also 

represent a clear lack of danger in their “utopian” settings on the Earth and the World States. The 

nature around the ones living in those environments cannot harm them, as is apparent from the lack 

of predatory animals and the taming of previously primal beings, such as the example of the dire 

wolves from earlier. In fact, the only source of danger mentioned within Imperial Earth is near open 

waters, and the danger of drowning: 

We don't let them go near the water until they're well trained. And if you must drown 

yourself, this is the place for it with some of the best medical facilities in the world. We've 

had only one permanent death in the last fifteen years. Revival would have been possible 

even then, but after an hour underwater, brain damage is irreversible." "But what about 

sharks and all the other big fish?" "We've never had an attack inside the reef, and only one 

outside it (Clarke, 205) 

This does provide a counterpoint to that danger at the same time however, only prolonged death is 

permanent, and that the only permanent death that has been caused by drowning was 15 years ago, 

so there is very little consequence in placing yourself in danger in this futuristic world. This lack of 

danger and the absence of the fear of death takes away from the value of life because of how 

humanity comes to perceive their surroundings, which feeds into Tripp’s arguments even more. If 

people become economic entities above being living entities, they are further removed from the 

natural processes that surround them. The nature around the people living on Earth and those living 

in the World States may shift and change around with the seasons, but they themselves remain 

unchanging for longer and longer periods of time. Whether this is achieved through technological 

progress that increases the standard of living, or genetic engineering of our own species, becomes 

irrelevant when humanity reaches a state where they see themselves as the master of their 

surroundings, capable of evading natural dangers. 

 This anthropocentric way of thinking, which sees humanity being valued higher than nature, 

leads the World Controllers and the World State in Brave New World, along with the humans living 

on Earth in Imperial Earth, to pursue improving humanity through these technological advances. 

This anthropocentrism in both novels can be identified through the way in which nature is 

portrayed, and how the people living in those societies see themselves as being in control of the 

natural world. There is no value placed upon the nature in either novel, as has been the case through 

previous examples, such as the viewscreens in Imperial Earth, “it's not surprising that the surface 

lost many of its attractions” (Clarke, 115). Or how in Brave New World Lenina thinks a highly 

cultivated and maintained luxury resort is lovely simply because: “I only said it was lovely here 
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because … well, because progress is lovely, isn’t it?’ (Huxley, 136). This represents how humanity 

has removed itself from nature, reducing it to an attraction to how beautiful it can be. Bryan Moore 

explores the relationship between the anthropocentric and the ecocentric values in his essay 

“Evidences of Decadent Humanity” (2014): 

"Anthropocentrism" and "ecocentrism" are concepts much more commonly used by 

environmental philosophers and practitioners of green studies than by SF writers. 

Ecocentrism denotes the view of the world by which nonhuman nature has intrinsic values 

similar if not equal to those of humans. A literary or philosophical work with an ecocentric 

view addresses the imbalance resulting from a strict, "hard" anthropocentrism that has 

dominated the world, explores the nature of that imbalance, and, often, espouses a 

restoration of balance. (Moore, 46) 

This imbalance between the views of the residents of these two societies indicates that both 

societies only value the human, while all other nature has no value, broadening the way in which 

humanity has removed itself from nature in their internal worldview. If they do not see humanity as 

being a part of nature, and see nature as something that serves them, they are placing themselves in 

such a position where they cease to be a part of the natural order and aim to remove themselves 

from it further with technology as can be seen in the cases of genetic engineering, cloning, and how 

both life and death have become blurred through these activities.  
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Chapter V: Conclusion 

 

This thesis has argued that the visions of utopian futures for humanity should be questioned for the 

value they place on human life, the way in which we treat each other, and how we interact with the 

nature around us. The two novels chosen represent different ways of seeing humanity’s future, as 

one warns us of the potential pitfalls of technological advancement, while the other praises it and 

sees it as something that can change the course of the entire world for the better. Yet both of these 

novels have more in common with each other than would first appear. Considering the citizens of 

the World States in Brave New World, how they are predestined to fill a certain role within their 

society, and how revolutionary thinkers are dealt with exile, or how they view the natural existence 

of those outside of their society, we can see similarities with those present in Imperial Earth. On 

Earth, everyone is entitled to a life surrounded by beautiful nature, created specifically by scientists 

in order to achieve an Earth that had not been seen for thousands of years, to entire reefs coated in a 

layer of gold, to humans living extended lives, with some extending one life into several through 

cloning. The nature that surrounds both of these people have either been conquered, or is 

inhospitable, or downright dangerous to those living in it, and those people are left to the wayside 

from the common progress of the world around them. Those who are condemned to live on the 

Savage Reservation, live among filth and death, serving as an exhibit to those living the World 

States about how bad things are outside of their comfort zones. Or then there are those who are 

living on the moon of Titan, forced to live in corridors, with only a few spaces of any nature that 

could remind them of their original home, Earth. A place where forgetting your spacesuit when 

opening a door to the outside could mean certain death, where access to state-of-the-art medical 

facilities is only a pipedream. 

 There are many injustices afforded towards all of the people in these two societies, and 

while Duncan believes he is living in a Utopia, and  Bernard questions whether the world they live 

in is one, neither of them appear to be anywhere close. If a utopia can only exist for a certain in-

group, while forcing other groups of people into a difficult existence, can the society itself be truly 

utopian? One could argue that if the people who lived on Titan were offered a choice to be there, it 

would be a more fair and just society, but that isn’t the scenario we are presented with in the novel. 

The people living in the Savage Reservations will never see the outside world from the one that 

they know, beyond a wall of death that prevents them from reaching it, as brainwashed citizens of 

World States lounge around in perfectly maintained estates and villas that distract them from their 

own existence.  
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And then there is the matter of nature, and how humanity has come to treat it within these 

futuristic worlds. There is very little in the way of co-existence or harmony with nature as humanity 

has developed technologies to remove themselves from the natural cycle, and invented ways in 

which to harness nature to serve their own whims. From eradicating disease and birth defects, to 

terraforming parts of the Earth to generate a rare resource, while also providing a more aesthetically 

pleasing outcome compared to mining operations, all of these factors only serve to further remove 

man from nature, and extend the pleasure we take in living in a sterile environment. Some of these 

aspects may be desirable, such as removing those industries that pollute our own planet and make it 

more dangerous for ourselves to breath the air around us, but all of that is pushed to the side with 

how other things around those factors have progressed. “Progress is beautiful” and “Progress is 

regress” are thoughts that permeate throughout both Huxley’s and Clarke’s works, the further we 

come from where we are, the farther we are from the nature we came from. 

 What of the other literary utopias that we have been shown throughout the years? 

Are their societies just towards all of those within them, or just one group of people who are given 

an Edenic reality to live in? Are the humans in that society still a part of the natural order, or have 

we as a species transcended into a godlike state with man rising over nature? There are many things 

we as readers can judge utopias on, and as our own understanding of the world around us develops 

further, the more we realize how important certain aspects, such as nature and the environment, are. 

The Utopia that was described to us first by Thomas More has since been adapted into many forms, 

some of which present themselves are highly positive future outcomes for humanity, despite the 

origins of the word being used in a very satirical sense for a society that would take from those 

surrounding it in order to feed itself. Huxley participates in this tradition, utilizing a utopia within 

his novel that takes away from its surrounding areas, while Clarke does not, providing the reader 

with a world that has been tailored in order to provide a fantastical future for humanity in which 

most contemporary problems had been eradicated. Yet there are still things present in both novels 

that only further divide people based on their social class, where they live, and how we choose to 

interact with the nature around us. All of this leads to one last question, what does a true utopian 

society even look like? 
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