
 

 

 

 

 

THE PORTRAYALS OF FEMICIDE 

VICTIMS IN MEXICAN MEDIA. 

   

A comparison between newspaper coverage 

and feminist sources.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Dafne Jalomo Gomez 

  

University of Helsinki 

Faculty of Social Sciences  

Master’s Programme in Contemporary Societies 

Social Psychology track 

Master’s thesis 

May 2021 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tiedekunta/Osasto – Fakultet/Sektion – Faculty  

Faculty of Social Sciences 

Laitos – Institution – Department 

Master’s programme in Contemporary Societies (Social Psychology Track) 

Tekijä – Författare  – Author 

 Dafne Jalomo Gomez 

Työn nimi – Arbetets titel – Title 

 The Portrayals of Femicide Victims in Mexican Media. A Comparison Between Newspaper Coverage and Feminist Sources 

Oppiaine – Läroämne – Subject 

Social Psychology 

Työn laji – Arbetets art – Level 

 Master’s Thesis 

Aika – Datum – Month and year 

May 2021 

Sivumäärä – Sidoantal – Number of pages 

74 pages 

Tiivistelmä – Referat – Abstract 
 
 
This thesis aims to identify and compare the portrayals of femicide victims between mainstream and feminist sources in Mexican 
Context. Femicide is viewed in this thesis as linked with structural inequalities between women and men, as well as the patriarchal 
ideas, which come along with gendered violence, a mechanism that is reproduced in order to oppress women. This is significant to 
highlight the power struggles that arise from these dynamics. Furthermore, the purpose of this thesis is to point out the social 
problematic that arises from the first set of discourses (mainstream media) which draws upon hegemonic views of women’s morality. 
simultaneously I am looking for a comparison with counter portrayals that arise from progressive and challenging discourses within 
feminist media. 
 
Foucauldian discourse analysis is utilized with the attempt of unravelling this power struggle, to approach discourses and identify 
subject positions of femicide victims and perpetrators, and lastly, in order to determine cultural and historical shifts in the 
discourses. The research questions are: RQ1) How have the Mexican media constructed the image of femicide victims and femicide 
perpetrators during 2017-2020? RQ2) How have feminist actors portrayed the image of femicide victims and femicide perpetrators 
in Mexico during 2017-2020? and RQ3) What are the similarities or differences between the portrayals made by the media and 
feminist actors during this period (2017-2020)? In total 48 articles, collected from the online portal of the newspaper “Reforma”, and 
the feminist sources of Latfem.org and vocesfeministas.mx were analyzed. The range of publishing date comprises January 2017 - 
December 2020. 
 
As a result, this thesis identifies four different discourses within the mainstream newspapers coverage: Empty vessels, Noteworthy 
and salient members of society, Innocent victims of the circumstances, and Self-inflicted violence as a result of her own wrong 
choices. The identified subject positions for the victims are: one more number, unanimated object or body, the beautiful woman, 
empowered woman, respected woman, good woman, good mother, pure child, neglected kid, innocent child, the sex-worker, 
irresponsible woman, blameworthy and immoral. Also, three discourses are identified within the media with feminist scope: 
Femicides are a preventable and a broader social issue, The failures committed by the State, and Non- binary community, invisible 
femicides discourse. The identified subject positions available for the victims are: neglected woman, multiply marginalized, neglected 
by the State and revictimized victim, invisible woman and non-binary.  
 
The analysis showed that mainstream media did not take into account structural influences, which in turn were highlighted by feminist 
portrayals. Derived from the presented results, this study provides future directions to reporters in general, for them to understand 
their role in this issue. I enlist a series of recommendations, partly my conclusions and finalizing with Marzabal’s ideas (2015). I 
conclude that it is imperative to break with the hegemonic narratives and also with the competition between the different mainstream 
sources, who seek exclusivity and news value by exposing and utilizing the femicide victims in different manners, instead of informing 
objectively the population about femicide and its causes.  
 
This thesis contributes to critical social psychology and gender studies. It shows how the feminist discourses disrupt the historically 
continuous hegemony of mainstream discourses. It also makes a contribution to feminist studies of gendered violence, and portrayals 
of femicide victims in the feminist media. 
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1.INTRODUCTION 

 

Antecedents  

March 9th of 2020 was a historical moment in Mexico: the female working force was called 

to join the country´s first all-women labor strike, which was estimated to involve 22 million 

women. This was taken as an official display of unconformity, to demand governmental 

actions against gender-based violence which has increased dramatically year by year for over 

two decades. The movement was established under the banner of #UnDiaSinNosotras 

(#ADayWithoutUs)1. This event was preceded by two specific events one month earlier. As 

the electronic media ‘Open Democracy’ (Cota, 2020) informs: two Mexican newspapers 

disclosed publicly the mutilated body of a young woman murdered by her boyfriend; a few 

days later, the body of an underage girl, was found with signs of torture and sexual violence, 

after reported as kidnapped from elementary school. These morbid scenes and the level of 

exposed violence caused different reactions of disapproval, and a series of feminist 

happenings all around the country. Simultaneously, and as a typical reaction towards the 

feminist movement which raises awareness regarding violence against women (see Faludi, 

1991), a process of revictimization and societal backlash had taken place. 

 

However, this fight takes us back to 1993 to Ciudad Juárez, Mexico, a city located in 

Chihuahua state, on the border between Mexico and the USA. There, many young women 

started to disappear, to be found with multiple signs of cruelty and having been sexually and 

physically abused, and subsequently murdered; the grotesque scene continued when they 

were publicly displayed with extreme signs of mutilation. In 2003, approximately 370 

women had been murdered in Juárez (Meno, 2017). Many theories have emerged about “Las 

muertas de Juárez” (The dead women from Juárez). Nevertheless, most of these cases remain 

unsolved and unpunished to nowadays. According to the Executive Secretariat of the 

National Public Security System (SESNSP, 2020 -acronym in Spanish-), the average number 

 
1 Here is important to highlight that the pronoun “us” in Spanish is used in its female form ‘nosotras’ 
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of femicides in the Mexican territory is 10 cases per day. Only during January 2020, 320 

cases were typified in this category, this was the same average during 2019.  

 

The conceptual elaboration and creation of the category of Feminicidio: Femicide 

 

Given the topic of the present study, is important to firstly clarify the meaning of the term 

femicide and its establishment in the Spanish language. It is significant that this is a relatively 

modern concept, and its usage in legal contexts and acknowledgement in the media is very 

recent. Femicide was recognized as a crime with specific stipulations in June of 2012 by the 

Federal criminal code in Mexico. A couple of years later in 2014, the Royal Spanish 

Academy (RAE, Real Academia Española in Spanish) included the first definition for the 

term, roughly explained as “murder of a woman because of her gender condition”.  

 

The United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN 

Women), defines femicide as “a crime involving the violent and deliberate killing of a 

woman” (Meno, 2017). 

Lagarde (2008) coined the Spanish version of ‘feminicidio’, her definition places 

responsibility not only to the male perpetrators but also to the state. Therefore, the explication 

given by Lagarde to the phenomenon of femicide has aided to identify not only the symbolic 

and anthropological meaning of femicide, but also the political implication.  

 

Lagarde (2008) stresses the fact that, when denominating femicide, she wanted to include the 

collection of human rights violations against women, comprising crimes and disappearances 

labelled for the first time. This phenomenon, according to her, occurs due to the historical 

and political conditions, which generate social practices and permit violence towards the 

integrity, health and freedom of women and girls. The femicide forges its way within the 

structural inequalities between women and men, as well as the patriarchal ideas, which come 

along with gendered violence, a mechanism that is reproduced in order to oppress women.  

These structural conditions emerge among specific contextual elements and ideologies in 

Mexico, for instance misogyny and the conservative “macho” culture, normalizing 
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suppression and violence against women. To this is also added the absence of accurate 

politics and laws, which are usually framed in the hegemonic views, a characteristic that 

inevitably produces impunity and injustice and, thus, unsafe conditions under the most 

mundane scenarios.    

 

The present study offers an analysis regarding portrayals of femicide victims in Mexican 

mainstream and feminist media. It aims to contrast both perspectives and discourses that 

derive from each, as well as point out the subject positions of victims and perpetrators. This 

comparison is significant to highlight the power struggles that arise from these dynamics, 

and structural inequalities. In Chapter 1 the theoretical framework utilized is social 

constructionism, and in particular a post-structuralist, or a Foucauldian, approach. Chapter 2 

provides concepts on discourse, power and knowledge, and subject positions that derive from 

Foucauldian theorization, as well as a discussion on discursive approach when studying 

gendered violence. Chapter 3 offers a literature review when studying portrayals of victims 

of femicide in international and Mexican media. Chapter 4 Indicates the reasoning to pursue 

this topic and the research questions of this thesis. Chapter 5 Illustrates the data and method 

to femicide victims’ analysis of constructions in the media. Chapter 6 describes the analysis 

of discourse and identifies subject positions of victims and perpetrators, as well as a 

comparison between mainstream media and feminist media. Chapter 7 Discusses the findings 

of this study, practical implications, limitations and suggestions for further research.  

 

2 SOCIAL CONSTRUCTIONIST APPROACH  

In this chapter I introduce social constructionism, the epistemological framework utilized for 

this thesis. Once going through a detailed description on the origins and features of this 

framework, I will discuss the micro and macro approaches, comprised within it. Moving onto 

the reasoning on why I have considered the latter one as a suitable perspective for the present 

work. Moreover, I will present Foucauldian ideas as part of this macro-scope, aiming to 

provide a conceptualization of “discourse” which is central for this thesis, and results 

comprehensive according to this theory.  
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According to Burr (2015), social constructionism comprehends a series of new waves, 

considered more radical and critical scopes, in psychology and social psychology. It offers a 

critical stance towards taken-for-granted knowledge. Thus, social constructionism exhorts us 

to be doubtful and to question the assumptions about how the world seems to appear and 

work. This means that the categories with which we as human beings apprehend the world 

do not necessarily refer to real and objective visions. Our observations and conclusions about 

the different social phenomena rely on our preconceptions of the world and on the ideas that 

are intrinsically correlated with our cultural background and the context where one grew up. 

This standpoint invites us to challenge these conventional and “taken-for-granted ways of 

understanding the world and ourselves” (Burr, 2015, pp.2). Once we, as social beings, are 

able to question our own knowledge, we acquire the ability to perceive our surroundings 

differently.  

 

Social constructionism encourages us to be careful when we create assumptions of the 

world´s representations. This automatically has a repercussion in the manner that the 

judgements are created. Therefore, it acquires the character of a “critical stance” towards all 

the preconceptions. 

 

Burr (2015, pp.3) provides an example revolving gender and sex, in which she explains how 

one tends to contemplate a unique division considering the physical and biological human 

characteristics, in order to categorize men and women.  In this case, social constructionism 

challenges us to reconsider these labels. Nowadays practices have changed, we for example 

have gender re-assignment surgeries and the debate around them, which makes gender 

classification ambiguous. This ambiguity makes it impossible to categorize solely based on 

reproductive organs. This opens up a reflection on how the social construction of masculine 

and feminine seems inevitably bound to the person´s genitals, which results in absurdity, not 

to say the least, even when it served its purpose in the past. These categories of personhood 

are limitedly built upon this conception. They push to reconstruct the account on gender, to 
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respond to current ideology, and it is here where the strive starts for the social constructionist 

perspective.   

 

This underlies a growing dilemma regarding the question “what is the truth?”. It is unclear if 

it is possible to reach such a conclusive statement. I will move forward onto the basic 

principles that this social scope provides.  

 

Firstly, knowledge is “historically and culturally specific” (Burr, 2015, pp.4). All ways of 

understanding are historically and culturally relative. Social constructionists argue that this 

way of thinking has led to the imposition of our own systems of knowledge upon other 

cultures and nations. This also corresponds to the social disciplines, when for instance, 

sociology and social psychology strive to understand social phenomena. They need to study 

closely those differences in terms of the concepts and meanings that a group of people utilize 

to understand their reality and their social interactions.  

 

The second noticeable trait “knowledge is sustained by social processes” (Burr, 2015, pp.4). 

Our version of the world is subjective and varies from a culture to the other, and depends 

greatly on the historical moment that such interpretation of the world is located. Thus, we 

can conclude that the knowledge does not derive from the pure nature of our surroundings. 

The main source of such experiences that lead to our constructions of the world is all kinds 

of social interactions in which people engage under mundane and regular circumstances, 

sharing their versions of this particular information. Therefore, language is the main object 

of study, when it provides the tools with which the portrayals of the reality are constructed. 

 

Social constructionism problematizes the conception of ‘truth’, and as it is been mentioned 

earlier, this framework questions realism. When human perception determines the 

understanding of what we call ‘reality’, and therefore there is no objective or absolute truth. 

We construct our own versions of reality between us and in interaction. Each description of 

objects and social phenomena is “driven by a different concern” (Burr, 2015), all of them are 

simultaneously accurate and not, because they serve to a different purpose from their own 
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particular standpoint. Precisely because for each one of them, their background, feelings and 

own views affect directly their discernments about the same thing. 

 

Burr has stated that “Language as a pre-condition for thought” (2015, pp10). We utilize 

language to acquire knowledge. We use language to communicate, it is the means to 

understand each other and, as noted previously, to create our reality. We have the need to 

generate specific frameworks to judge what occurs in our surroundings, to conceptualize 

experiences, validate them and give meaning to it. Language as mentioned, is the proper tool 

to construct these categories that aid in order to give shape to knowledge. In consequence, 

we construct our reality in collaboration with the others, in constant social interaction, from 

everyone´s subjective experience when using these referential models, conceptual categories 

that are embedded in the culture and therefore in the language that we use on a daily basis 

when we account for some topic. This is the reason why the language is considered a pre-

condition for our thoughts to exist. Like Burr stresses “[k]nowledge is therefore seen not as 

something that a person has or does not have, but as something that people create and enact 

together” (2015, pp 11-12). 

 

2.1. Distinctions between Micro and Macro approach 

Micro social constructionism approach focuses on everyday people’s interactions, and the 

rhetorical devices that they draw upon to achieve their goals when engaging in social 

interplays (Burr, 2015).  

According to Burr (2015), examples of micro-constructionism are Gergen’s work on the 

relational participation of individual thought and action, or for instance, Shotter’s work on 

the interpersonal processes of construction, called ‘joint action’, and the concept of 

‘dialogue’ in order to understand conflict. This only to mention a few of micro relevant 

features to understand the meaning-making process in these close-up scenarios.  

 

Macro social constructionism in turn emphasises the connection between power and 

discourse, and is based on a top-down understanding of power, whereas micro-approaches 

are based on a bottom-up-understanding. 
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Moreover, “[m]acro social constructionism acknowledges the constructive power of 

language” This approach is influenced by Foucault and others to conclude how phenomena 

is socially constructed.  (Burr, 2015, pp.25). 

Macro social constructionism is been popular among feminist studies of power, more 

specifically in Feminist poststructuralist discourse analysis (FPDA) (Baxter, 2003, in Burr, 

2015). FPDA focuses on the ways the subjects are positioned (this further elaborated in 

forthcoming subchapters) by different discourses, and its interest on issues of power enables 

the analysis regarding social inequality i.e. gender, race, ethnicity and disabilities (Burr, 

2015). These are aspects that indicate the suitability of such approach to research on 

portrayals of femicide victims in Mexican context, as well as to identify the power relations 

embedded in this issue.  

 

2.2. Foucauldian/post-structural approach 

As pointed out in the previous chapter, Social Constructionism is used as a theoretical 

framework for the present study, and more specifically, a macro approach. It is of great 

importance to define from this standpoint the term ‘discourse’ and its usage within this 

perspective and Foucauldian theorization. Afterwards I will move onto presenting how this 

post-structural approach entails a discussion about discourse, knowledge and power, and 

finalizing with the question of the subject positions from constructionist perspectives’ angle.   

 

2.2.1 Concept and discussion about discourse.  

McKee, (2003) argues, that when we refer to a readable “text” according to the post-

structuralist inferences, this might come in all kinds of presentations (pictures, videos, 

posters, clothes, furniture, advertisement, etc), practically anything that allow us to 

understand in-depth a specific scenario and the underlying sense; ‘text’ is understood not as 

exclusively the meaning taken from literal words and phrases. Adding to this, Burr (2015) 

emphasizes that each and every one of those ‘readable’ pieces are a manifestation of one or 

more discourses.  
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Burr describes macro social constructionism and the associated conceptualization of 

discourse in the following way “the forms of language available to us set limits upon, not 

only what we can think and say, but also what we can do or what can be done to us. Discourse, 

then, incorporates not just language but social practice too” (Burr, 2015, pp.73)  

 

Foucauldian discourse analysis (FDA) draws its inspiration from the work of Michel 

Foucault.  His version of discourse analysis was introduced into Anglo-American psychology 

in the late 1970s. A group of psychologists who had been influenced by post-structuralist 

ideas, began to explore the relationship between language and subjectivity (further elaborated 

in the Method’s section pp.25) and its implications for psychological research (Willig, 2013). 

 

For Foucault, (1972 cited in Burr 2015) ‘discourses’ are practices which form the object of 

which they speak. “Discourse is a system of statements which constructs an object” (Parker, 

et al., 1990, pp.5). These practices or statements consist on images, stories, references, 

significances or representations of our reality. They become available through language and 

due to our necessity to understand the world that surround us. Which in other words means, 

that language produces our knowledge. “Discourse is not merely a linguistic concept (…) it 

defines and produces objects. It governs the way that a topic can be meaningfully talked 

about and reasoned about” (Hall, 2001 pp.72).  

 

All these discourses are highly influenced by cultural and societal background as it is been 

explained in the previous chapter. Which means that they are vastly predisposed by existing 

and predominant ideologies within the same group, this leads to a wide variety of 

understandings, and therefore, constructions of the same phenomena. These varying 

constructions are considered in Foucauldian thinking as different discourses that co-exist and 

compete against each other for the status of the truth. All these portrayals are created from a 

different angle, constructing different versions of the same object, event, person; they all are 

loaded with particular manifestations of “truth” (Burr, 2015). 

Each one of these discourses insists on drawing an accurate ‘painting’ of the object. For 

instance, like an artist recreating a landscape, he has captured a particular version of that 
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reality: specific perspective, light, time of the day, chronological location, participants, and 

so on. Even when this artistic manifestation might have succeeded in its description of the 

scenery, it does not necessarily mean that this is the one and only representation of such 

existent place in the world. 

In a parallel way, each discourse brings a different aspect of the object to the surface, and 

raises another variety of issues to consider, among other metaphors, declarations, 

affirmations, according to that particular vision (Burr, 2015). 

 

Moreover, Foucauldian perspective comprises a concept of discourse that goes beyond 

personal attitudes, opinions, or beliefs, it does not provide a gaze to an individual perception. 

Like explained in the previous chapter regarding differences between micro and macro 

approach, this top-down approach is suitable for this study. These discourses belong to a 

bigger picture, they originate “in the discursive culture (discursive context) that those people 

inhabit” (Burr, 2015, pp.76). Meaning that, what people say or write are a reflection of the 

ruling discourses in society. In each particular conversation these discourses have the 

opportunity to portray an incident in some very specific manner. 

 

Burr (2015) emphasizes that the meaning of what we say depends greatly on the discursive 

context, which works as a conceptual framework in which our words are embedded. Our 

utterances then can be interpreted thanks to this frame of reference.  

 

2.2.2 Power and Knowledge  

“If discourses regulate our knowledge of the world, our common understanding of things and 

events, and if these shared understandings inform our social practices, it is clear that there is 

an intimate relationship between discourse, knowledge and power. Foucault was centrally 

concerned with this relationship” (Burr, 2015, pp. 79) 

Power and knowledge are used as a form of social control through societal institutions. Thus, 

‘Foucaldian’ approach has often been taken up by those interested in issues of identity, 

subjectivity, personal and social change and power relations (Burr, 2015). 
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As it was explained earlier, these constructions permit us to represent the world from certain 

perspective. Depending on the specific culture, societal structure and its location in history 

(Burr, 2015); such representations tend to vary, offering a wide collection of discourses. 

However, some of those are considered more representative and certain than others, and 

therefore taken as ‘common sense’ when one decides to elaborate on a topic. Simultaneously 

these dominating discourses remain, usually, unquestioned and resistant for the same reasons, 

when holding this truth- status. 

 

Knowledge then refers to a specific version of truth, the ‘common sense’ view, a portrayal 

of the phenomenon in a given society, that prevails in a culture throughout time. For Foucault, 

this version of reality is inevitably linked to power. Once this particular reading of the world 

dictates the ‘proper way’ in which social practices shall exist, and at the same time, 

marginalizing alternative ways of acting (Burr, 2015, pp. 80). 

 

“We can exercise power by drawing upon discourses, which allow our actions to be 

represented in an acceptable light”. (Burr, 2015, pp.80) Foucault conceptualizes power as the 

natural outcome of discourse. When we represent something, we are making usage of these 

ruling knowledge, which brings power within it. We build the world based on those 

hegemonic views. Sawicki (1991, as cited in Burr, 2015, pp.81), elaborates upon Foucault’s 

theory, highlights that “repression is used when the limits of power have been reached. The 

need to resort to force is an evidence of a lack of power”.  

 

Nonetheless for Foucault power does not necessarily come with repression, he emphasizes 

the beneficial side of it, when it leads to new knowledge and producing new ways to view 

the world and social practices that have come to a societal evolution, and therefore the 

evolution of the Western people. Simultaneously the discourses have also shifted with these 

changes in the nature of society. “These knowledges are very powerful, they manage the 

control of society and its members efficiently and without force, through what he calls 

‘disciplinary power’”. (Burr, 2015)  
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“Power is tolerable only on condition that it mask a substantial part of itself. Its success is 

proportional to its ability to hide its own mechanisms” (Foucault, 1976, as cited in Burr, 

2015). Evidently the power relations that operate in society are hidden from people´s eyes, 

they underlie all of our interactions, judgements, behavior and decisions, like mentioned 

earlier, these offer a framework of reference for each aspect within society on what we can 

do and how reality should work. Such process occurs invisibly and therefore is accepted 

without even noticing it, and this is why it does not meet opposition.  Moreover, the 

prevailing discourses automatically gain our permission to mold our reality.  

 

Previously I have elaborated on the idea of the dominating discourses, and how these take 

over the social realm in order to dictate how should we conduct ourselves in different contexts 

and the opinions that arise on different phenomena. However, how do these specific 

discourses become the ruling ones?  Why they were selected as more truthful? And in this 

case, Who or what aids on this selection, and to maintain them as popular representations of 

the world? 

For Burr, this is explained due to the intimate connection between discourses and institutional 

and social practices. “In our society we have a capitalist economy and we have institutions 

such as the law, education, marriage and the family, and the church. These give shape and 

substance to the daily lives”. (2015)  

 

There are powerful groups among society which get benefit from these prevailing discourses 

and from the fact that they stand as truthful. This does not necessarily mean that is impossible 

to derogate them or to deconstruct concepts and phenomena around us, still it is a gradual 

process where counter discourses must find room to become more elaborated and widely 

shared, for they to come to the surface along societal shifts. Thus, ‘faithful’ portrayals of the 

current world shift throughout time, and do not persist as eternal. As stated by Parker, et al., 

(1990) “It is possible for discourses to fall into disuse”.  

 

Nonetheless, Burr (2015) stresses out that, the formation of predominant constructions is not 

a purposely outcome from well-planned strategies by the governing groups earlier 
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mentioned. Although these cohorts benefit from the ruling discourses, what sets the 

conditions for these portrayals to extensively spread and persist, are very particular social 

and cultural circumstances. Only within this suitable environment, it is that some powerful 

groups can make use of those constructions to strengthen up their stance. 

 

This relates to Lagarde’s (2008) concept on feminicidio, described in the introductory part of 

this thesis. When the author posits around the historical and political conditions that underly 

the dominating discourses that diminish the importance on the violence against women. She 

sheds light specifically on how the State (federal and local governments) is unable to provide 

a safe environment and adequate resolution to the reported femicide crimes in Mexico. This 

is done by normalizing this type of violence all along the territory, producing social silence, 

leading to an easy resolution ‘better to focus on more important and urgent problems’.  

This is of relevance, because here is emphasized how a suitable context generates and 

sustains particular discourses. In the case of the femicides in Mexico, these discourses are 

part of a conservative context based on religious, heteronormative, repressive and misogynist 

constructions on how women should behave. 

 

In order to challenge the veracity of such prevailing discourses it is compulsory to 

comprehend the setting in which they have been originated, this will open doors to question 

them and to state different claims and counter portrayals. This focus is what Foucault called 

‘archeology of knowledge’, which “entailed this tracing back to expose the preestablished 

conditions that allowed a certain discourse to emerge” (Burr, 2015, pp.90).  

 

2.2.3 Subject Positions.  

Hall (2001) discuses that for Foucault the knowledge is produced by the shared discourses 

and not by the subject. The shift towards a constructionist conception of the language worked 

in disadvantage of the subject, which has been located in a secondary role with respect to the 

knowledge and meaning. The subject is constrained by the ruling discourses, he/she must 

abide by their dispositions of power, and the meanings that these ones produce, as well as by 

the ‘regime of truth’ that discourses generate. Therefore, subject-positions are constructed 
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exclusively within the discourses, the subject exists only within these historical and 

contextual frameworks. Subject positions are building blocks for identities made available by 

certain discourses. 

 

Parker, et al., (1990) indicates that whereas we cannot forget the relevance of discourses since 

they dictate our way of perceiving and establishing relationships, nevertheless the perception 

of ourselves and others cannot be overlooked either. Discourse analysis enables the study of 

the aforementioned perceptions of ourselves and others. In order to identify the subject 

positions is important to reckon the relation between the addressor and the addressee, 

questioning ‘what role are we having to adopt to hear this message’. Secondly, the way in 

which a subject is located depends on what are the expected actions when he/she is addressed. 

And thirdly, the way in which the subject is located answers to the relation with the discourse 

itself. 

 

In summary, for the present study I plan to utilize a top-down understanding of power, due 

to the described characteristics and purposes. This type of macro-perspective approach helps 

to recognize the institutionalized discourses that limit people´s agency, and therefore 

reproduce unequal power relations in matters of gender. Discursive approach in analysis is 

focused on meaning-making, on how meanings are constructed. In this case applied to the 

social issue of femicides, and how the victims, perpetrators and events are portrayed in the 

media. Meaning-making is an essential process to shape people’s perception of the world and 

to affect their behavior within it. Hence, it is said that discourse accomplishes social action.  

 

According to Walby S. (1990), discourse analysis opens up the exploration to shifting content 

and relations between femininities ad masculinities. It provides the theoretical means to carry 

on with a study that goes beyond an individual level to a social one. This allows to defy the 

problems of essentialism and ahistoricism. Which allows the opportunity to analyze closely 

the changing discourses regarding victims of femicide and femicide committers. 



14 

 

Deveaux, M. (1994, pp.231), drawing upon Foucault’s treatment of power and resistance, 

explains the existence of multiple power relations, which aids the understanding of a “state 

of subordination” explanation of gender relations. This allows seeing the role of power in 

women’s lives, emphasizing domination and victimization. This leads to a comprehension of 

the intricated social and political problematics. Moreover, this view of power reveals 

resistance to discourses and practices that subordinate women. 

 

2.3 Gendered Violence, The Study of Violence Against Women 

Stanko, E. A. (2006) poses that the relationship between gender and violence has been 

naturalized. This creates invisibility and difficulties in order to reckon and study this 

correlation. The author points out the current debate in academic and popular fields, 

revolving around men’s violence to women; and the heated discussions regarding symmetry2 

of gender, including the backlash against feminism that arised from these discussions. Some 

argue with disdain that there should not be special consideration towards the violence 

experienced by women, and that gender does not add value to research.  

 

When it regards to sex-symmetry in relation to gender violence, Anderson, K.L. (2005) has 

shed light on the definition and measurement of violence, starting with the proper 

conceptualization of gender. The author describes this from two different perspectives: 

interactionist and structuralist gender theories as it follows. For Interactionist gender theory 

violence appears as a way to execute control and construct masculinity, thus gender is a result 

of violence. On the other hand, for structuralist approaches “gender is a form of social 

structure” (pp.858), this theory argues that women and men are located in unequal categories, 

gender is then a system of categorization, where men are more advantaged. From a 

structuralist approach, gender arranges institutions, identities and attitudes; and this is already 

given. This perspective proposes that we live in a gendered world and therefore we are 

 
2 This refers to assumptions that women and men experience and commit violence symmetrically, 

which are countered by feminist understandings of asymmetry in this. 
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destinated to live under this stipulated social organization, regardless of individual wishes.  

Hence, women and men experience differently assault and violence.  

 

Stanko (2006) indicates how social and economic privileges become visible when addressing 

intersectionality (intertwining features of gender, class, sexuality, race, age, etc.), this aids to 

recognize the suffering that specific subgroups experience. “Gender is more than being male 

or female. It is a system of reference, a psychological and social grounding in community” 

(Stanko, 2006, pp. 550). Gender creates a distinction when theorizing about violence. Gender 

influences the way we act and how we conceive the world, and the ways in which we 

condemn and challenge violence itself. “Gender thrives within this fluidity of privilege and 

exclusion. […] Ignoring how gender matters impoverishes any analyses of violence” (pp. 

551). Gender is a salient attribute that shapes meanings of violence, this demonstrated by 

Violence Research Program (VRP) projects in the United Kingdom.  

 

2.3.1 Discursive views on gendered violence 

“Gendered power practices are scripted into common-sense language and understandings 

that are accepted as normal. […] unpacking how language is deployed around domestic 

violence opens up a vantage point for exposing the gendered power practices that contribute 

to such violence” (Towns, A. & Adams, P. 2018).  

As stated in previous chapters, and as Towns, et al. (2018) indicates, for Foucault the power 

resides in the social relations people engage in, in daily conversations, media representations, 

policies, practices and others. It is the language that conveys shared representations of the 

world, and through the language that the meaning-making process has place in constant 

interaction.  

 

Certain discourses become more powerful through time and determine people’s behavior 

and decisions, ruling in a given social realm. These perpetuating discourses are not easily 

identifiable when embedded in the context that shares them, therefore the necessity to look 

at them from top-bottom perspectives. Towns, et al. (2018) argues that ‘colonizing 

discourses’ are the ones dictating what is correct and incorrect in the world, these remain on 
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benefit of the colonizer, and it is the colonizer’s task to educate others on these discourses. 

The woman is supposed to be re-educated and to abide by these patriarchal discourses, 

otherwise she is silenced when deviating from these guidelines. This perspective allows 

seeing how gendered violence is made sense of in ways that can justify, naturalize and excuse 

it, while in turn diverting the blame onto female victims. 

 

Foucault’s theory on power practices and how they are used to shape discourses, are at the 

core of the present study, to recognize colonizing, prevailing and dominating discourses that 

justify and normalize femicides in Mexican territory. And to understand how society in this 

context, makes sense of the stated phenomenon and the victims of such gendered crime.  

 

Hence the importance of reckoning the socio-cultural overpowering discourses embedded in 

media’s language and utilized by the people to portray victims and perpetrators of femicide. 

Simultaneously, it is relevant to identify novel feminist discourses that arise to challenge the 

hegemonic constructions that have been perpetuated for long to set the social gendered rules.  

 

3 LITERATURE REVIEW ON THE PORTRAYAL OF FEMICIDE VICTIMS IN 

THE MEDIA 

This chapter introduces different studies that have researched the image that the mass media 

constructs on femicide victims and femicide committers. This previous research varies in the 

type of media gathered for the analysis and the methods. Whereas some articles considered 

mainstream newspaper coverage, others have taken different internet sources (a variety of 

social media platforms like YouTube or twitter). Firstly, I present the international research, 

where they address the portrayal of femicide victims on other countries around the world and 

their achieved findings. The latter part regards studies conducted in Mexico that provide a 

local and national perspective of this issue, context that concerns the present study. The 

literature review has been organized chronologically in each section. 
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3.1 Portrayals of Victims of Femicide in International Media 

The news media help shape society’s perception of social problems as well as public opinion 

of victims and offenders (Richards, et al. 2011, pp.1). 

In this global scale, I present articles from Canada, United States of America, Spain, and 

lastly Australia, as the most significant ones, once they are a fit precedent for this thesis. 

 

Jiwani & Young (2006) have researched ways in which marginality is reproduced when 

talking about missing and murdered women in news discourse in Canada. They employed 

frame analysis, to study 128 articles from the ‘Vancouver Sun’ published between 2001-

2006. In subsequent research, Jiwani (2013) conducts a close textual reading of 160 stories 

that comprises June 5, 2006 - August 20, 2007 in the same newspaper. Jiwani et al. (2006) 

argued that prevailing stereotypes about women, ethnicity, and sex-trade work define the 

thresholds of respect and morality. This is also defining for the visibility that these victims 

receive from the media, and if after death they still have to live as outcasts. As part of the 

findings, Jiwani et al. (2006) confirmed that the Canadian media fixated on sexual deviance 

and facts on the atrocities that young women experienced, appealing mainly to curiosity, 

voyeurism, and morbid fascination.  

 

Aboriginal women are portrayed as disposable, this intersecting with sex work. In her later 

research, Jiwani (2013) reiterates these conclusions, the media in fact aids to define those 

that are outside of the moral realm. The author employs the concept of “Bare life” by Giorgio 

Agamben (1998) as a theoretical framework to comprehend these murdered and missing 

women’s portrayals as worthless things, objects themselves, despoiled of humanity. Finally, 

some attempts of feminist interventions are identified in this type of media, counter-frames 

were detected by some journalists, but in the end, these representations go in line with 

dominant discourses as well (Jiwani et al., 2006). They restore just partially the personhood 

of the victims, but as far as it serves to the middle-class moral and the hegemonical standards. 

This construction makes missing women visible only when seen as ‘good’ (mothers, 

daughters, and sisters). (Jiwani et al., 2006; Jiwani 2013.) 
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Also, in the United States research has been conducted in newspaper coverage of violent 

crime and the portrayals of the female victims, this at a local and national level. Meloy & 

Miller (2009) carried out a nationwide study, utilizing thematic analysis, involving 260 

newspapers from across the country and yielded 180 news accounts of 4 high-profile cases. 

The cases exemplified there represent the principles of newsworthiness: involving dramatic 

violence and personal focus, and offering opportunities for exploitation as national stories. 

According to Meloy et al. (2009, pp.18), the more socially valuable and important a victim 

is, the better the crime story and the more likely that the story will become news. They point 

out the importance of intersectionality (social class and ethnicity) when creating a distinction 

between the high- and low-profile classes. Nevertheless, the authors also recognize that not 

reviewing intersectionality in-depth is one of the limitations of the study. 

 

Richards, Gillespie & Smith (2011) analyzed with content analysis femicide cases in 

newspaper coverage in the state of North Carolina, over 6 years (995 articles, 299 cases). The 

results indicated Direct victim-blaming tactics: a) highlighting the victim’s failure to report 

past violence by the perpetrator, b) highlighting the victim’s failure to prosecute past violence 

by the perpetrator, and c) highlighting the victim’s actual or suspected infidelity. And Indirect 

victim-blaming tactics including: a) highlighting the perpetrators mental, physical or 

emotional problems, b) highlighting the victim’s mental, physical, or emotional problems, 

and c) highlighting alcohol or drug use by the perpetrator and/or the victim. (Richards, et al., 

2011, pp.187) 

Richards, et al. (2011) found that the majority of articles fail to contextualize the cases of 

femicide within the broader social issue of intimate partner violence (IPV), even when there 

was a documented history of violence by the perpetrator toward the victim. Instead, they 

generally view them as an individual problem, stigmatizing, and labeling the victim.  

 

In similarity with Richards et al. (2011), the next paper also highlighted the newsworthiness 

and their implications in the presentation of murdered women. Through content analysis, 

Branch (2019) offers a cross-cultural study, presenting a comparison in the representations 

of femicide victims in newspaper coverage, this between the ‘The Detroit News’ from 
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Detroit, Michigan, E.U.A. and ‘El universal’ representing Ciudad Juárez3, México. In a 

sample of 102 articles, Branch (2019, pp.70) reported the use of direct and indirect victim-

blaming language far less than previous research has reported, for instance, compared to the 

results of Richards, et al. (2011). Branch concluded that the comparison between both 

publications highlighted local differences about the characteristics of reporting femicide. In 

Juárez women go missing for long periods before their bodies are found, on the other hand, 

Detroit’s cases are perpetrated usually by an ex-partner or someone familiar to the victim 

(2019, pp.71). In addition to this, the language that 'El Universal' used was less harmful, most 

likely because in Mexico this typified crime is more publicized and current national concern 

has increased.   

 

The last two studies differ from the previous ones due to using social media, instead of media 

reporting. It is relevant to mention that whereas they have a slightly different focus, they are 

still relevant for this analysis, because they have illuminated prevalent ways of making sense 

of violence against women that resonate with the findings of the studies that have focused on 

newspaper coverage.  

 

In contrast with the previous studies that applied content and thematic analysis, the next 

investigation adopts a critical discourse analysis approach to the study of gender ideologies 

and social identity processes, about violence against women (VAW perpetrated by male 

intimate partners) in Spain. This research was conducted by Bou-Franch & Garcés-Conejos 

(2014), they collected unsolicited digital comments (460 in total, sum of 25,000 words) from 

Youtube, in response to 4 public advertisements against women abuse (2006-2010). Bou-

Franch, et al. (2014) ratified within this micro-level of interaction the usage of three 

patriarchal strategies: minimize the abuse, deny its existence, and blame women. The 

discursive strategies and processes found support explicitly the abuse, and sometimes change 

to implicit manners through indirect accounts. The authors stress that despite the seriousness 

 
3 City located in Chihuahua, Mexico, just on the border of the Mexican territory and USA. In this place 

thousands of femicide have had place in the last three decades. This was already mentioned in the introduction.  
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of VAW in Spain, this research is a pioneer on the discourse analysis of Spanish online talk 

on the topic (Bou-Franch, et al. 2014, pp.3).  

 

In the same line, social media data was employed for the next study. Dragiewicz, & Burgess 

(2016) analyze live Twitter discussions on an Australian Q&A (Questions and answers 

section) Family Violence Special episode aired Monday, 23 February 2015. They collected 

648,709 tweets containing #qanda to determine “where and how are men visible or invisible 

in narratives about their violence against women” (Dragiewicz, et al. 2016). Dragiewicz, et 

al. shed light on how hegemonic and patriarchal discourses that support violence against 

women prevailed in the aired episode and Twitter discussions, despite of cultural norms 

shifting in recent years in Australia. Awareness of violence against women has not eliminated 

cultural ambivalence about it (2016). Nevertheless, feminist voices were visible too in the 

Twitter comments by the audience, when presenting facts and challenging patriarchal 

discourses (Dragiewicz, et al. 2016).   

 

3.2 Victims of Femicide in Mexican Media   

The next section is dedicated to research focused on the Mexican newspaper coverage of 

femicide victims. The first two studies are conducted at a local stage, in different regions 

where this social issue has shown severe consequences. The third article analyzes the 

presentation of the victims at a nationwide scale. 

 

Pantaleo (2010) explores the narratives constructed around the femicide victims in Ciudad 

Juárez, popularly known as ‘the maquiladora murders’4. The analysis compares three 

different sources:  newspapers, human rights reports, and academic journals. The approach 

used is labelled as The social construction of social problems, “the social construction 

metaphor that social problems are only problems when they are defined as such by claims-

makers through their narratives” (Loseke, 1999, as cited by Pantaleo, 2010). The outcome 

indicated that in general, the femicides have been established as a social problem by the three 

 
4 Term that relates to the murdered women who in their majority worked in these fabrics. 
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sources. As part of the findings, and as mentioned previously by other authors (Jiwani et al., 

2006; Jiwani 2013; Meloy et al., 2009; Richards et al., 2011; Branch, 2019) it does not come 

as a surprise that newspapers approach to the murders is sensationalistic, whereas the human 

rights reports and academic journal articles use a less harsh and more humanitarian 

representations when respects to female murders as a problem (Pantaleo, 2010, pp.14). 

Pantaleo discusses how the gender roles have shifted in Mexico since 1994, intertwining with 

the changing policies that demanded more female workers in the border area with U.S.A. 

Simultaneously, many of the narratives presented in the results suggested patriarchal 

backlash against the female working-force (pp.15).  

   

Alcocer (2014), studied with close reading three of the main newspapers in the State of 

Guerrero, Mexico. As part of her findings, the author identified main categorizations on how 

femicide victims are constructed by the news coverage, these are: as prostitutes, as unfaithful 

ones, and as drug addicts. Alcocer indicates that these representations depict a male vision 

that legitimizes the patriarchal system (2014). The results reiterate the marginalization of the 

victims outlined by the newspaper media, as confirmed by Jiwani et al., (2006) and Jiwani 

(2013), and how they turn these women into disposable things. Alcocer also corroborates the 

victim-blaming discourse that Richards, et al. (2011), Branch (2019) and Bou-Franch, et al. 

(2014) discussed in their studies. The author stresses that the media judges how femicide 

victims have transgressed the boundaries of hegemonical femininity and the moral margins 

(Alcocer, 2014). These newspapers excuse their stigmatizations based on the victim work 

activity and life-style. 

 

Tiscareño-García & Miranda-Villanueva (2020) follow this line, analyzing the language used 

by 4 national newspapers in Mexico when addressing the issue of feminicide regarding 

victims and perpetrators. Tiscareño-García et al. (2020) recognized the next categories: 

Narrative of femicide, Justification of the perpetrator or alleged perpetrator, Social issues 

and Blaming the victim. The authors indicate that Victim-blaming appeared considerably less 

than for instance in Alcocer (2014) work. Tiscareño-García et al. (2020) suggested that 
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newspapers reporting is connected to their ideological spectrum, especially in social issues, 

however, that was a limitation for this paper. 

 

4 RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

Even though there is previous research of Mexican newspapers coverage and how the 

mainstream media has portrayed the victims of femicide, most of these articles have studied 

local or regional portrayals and even though Tiscareño-García et al. (2020) has studied 

newspapers distributed nationally, there is a lack of research considering the nationwide 

discourses.  

 

Furthermore, there is no recollection in the usage of Foucauldian discourse analysis when 

studying femicide victims’ portrayals, neither in newspaper coverage in Mexico or looking 

up closely to on-line sources in this context. In addition, there is no precedent studying the 

discourses of the feminist Mexican media, which is the second objective of this thesis.  

 

This thesis attempts to investigate and compare the discourses of mainstream and feminist 

media, in order to establish the similarities and differences between them, concerning the 

ways they portray femicides and its victims and perpetrators.  

The aim is to shed light on these historically and culturally distinct ways of making sense of 

femicides’ victims, utilizing an approach that has not been drawn upon in previous analyses. 

In this case Foucauldian discourse analysis enables the study on shifting portrayals 

throughout time.   

 

Therefore, the research questions of the present study are the following ones: 

RQ1 How have the Mexican media constructed the image of femicide victims and femicide 

perpetrators during 2017-2020?  

RQ2 How have feminist actors portrayed the image of femicide victims and femicide 

perpetrators in Mexico during 2017-2020?  

RQ3 What are the similarities or differences between the portrayals made by the media and 

feminist actors during this period (2017-2020)? 
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5 DATA AND METHODS 

 

5.1 Data 

The material for this thesis was collected from the newspaper “Reforma” 

(www.reforma.com), which is distributed nationally. This publication belongs to the top five 

most read newspapers in the whole Mexican territory and also, is among the most popular 

and consulted online.  

As it is expected due to the context in which this newspaper is distributed, its ideology 

belongs to the right wing, when it is characterized by its conservative values (Hughes, 2009; 

cited in Rodelo & Muñíz 2016). It was also selected since it provides a wide archive online 

that suffices the purposes for this study.  

 

The other source were feminist blog posts or websites with a feminist perspective, all of them 

Spanish speaking media: Latfem.org, created in march 2017, with Latin American 

contributors, and with archive that suffices the time framing of this study. Also, 

vocesfeministas.mx, site of recent creation with an archive of 2 years, only working with 

Mexican collaborators and national news.   

 

It is worth to mention that most of the feminist blogs and websites that were originally 

considered for this project resulted insufficient when many are novel media, and it does not 

exist something such as a feminist newspaper or regular publication. Usually, the media with 

feminist scope has been active for 2- or 3-years period, and the majority do not post regularly, 

reason why their content was limited. As a relevant note, due to the shortage of feminist 

scope articles on-line, some of the material taken for this thesis, represent femicides occurred 

in other Latin-American countries, for instance Argentina or Guatemala. 

The abovementioned stresses the complication to find suitable and official publications that 

keep the society informed with a feminist perspective, at least through online resources.    

 

The data was collected by using the online websites’ own engine, and the search words were 

feminicidio and víctima (“femicide” and “victim” in Spanish language).  The articles 
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collected comprise the period of 2017 to 2020 with the purpose to observe shifting discourses 

throughout time.  These amounted 24 articles from mainstream media and 24 from the 

feminist sources, in total, 48 items, from which 24 are utilized for this analysis (see Table 1 

in Appendix). The data was originally in Spanish, and I have translated myself the extracts 

presented in the analysis section. 

 

5.2 Method  

Foucauldian discourse analysis (FDA) can be carried out ‘wherever there is meaning’, on 

any symbolic system. FDA, therefore, allows us to engage with an extremely wide range of 

materials (Willig, 2013). 

 

As it has been mentioned earlier, this thesis utilizes Foucauldian discourse analysis to identify 

the discourses and subject positions contained in a text. For these matters I will make use of 

Willig (2013) approach, the author has elaborated a method of six stages on this approach, 

that facilitates the identification of such discursive resources. Nevertheless, Willig 

emphasizes that these six steps model do not perform a Foucauldian study in its full sense, 

meaning that this does not address “the historic character and the evolution of discursive 

formations over time (genealogy)” (2013, pp.384). 

 

Willig (2013) elaborates on the guidelines for the analysis of discourse as follows. The stage 

1) Discursive constructions, refers to the identification of discursive objects and the ways in 

which they are constructed in a given text. The author indicates that this level does not imply 

only ‘explicit references’, also the ‘implicit’ ones have to be considered. In other words, the 

discourses must share the same meaning, instead of an etymological similarity.  Not 

containing direct references to the discursive object, tells something on how the object is 

constructed, and it is valuable for analysis purposes. In the step 2) Discourses, once the 

sections where discourses are created are identified, it is time to find the differences between 

these constructions. And afterwards, to relate these discursive objects to wider discourses. 3) 

Action orientation, denotes the discourses’ function, and what is accomplished with them. 

This level answers to the questions: why is this discourse utilized in this precise moment of 
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the text?, and what is this accounting for?. Nextly, stage 4) Positionings, aims to identify 

subject positions based on the assumption that “discourses construct subjects as well as 

objects, and make available positions within networks of meaning that speakers can take up 

and place others within” (pp. 387). In this phase the subjects are portrayed in specific ways, 

they take and give to others ‘discursive locations’, which lead to a series of benefits and 

duties. (Willig, 2013) 

 

Even when it does not concern to this thesis to go in-depth throughout the next two stages, it 

is significant to briefly mention the objective of such steps, to understand the whole method 

proposed by Willig (2013, 2003). 

According to Willig (2003) stage 5) Practice, puts emphasis on the opportunities of action 

that discursive constructions and the subject positions within them enable and constrain, 

meaning the discourse-practice link. They construct particular versions of the world and 

position the subjects in particular ways as well (pp.160). Lastly, stage 6) Subjectivity, talks 

about the ways of seeing the world and ‘being’ in the world. Discourses “construct social as 

well as psychological realities” (Willig, 2003, pp.169). This final step takes an individual and 

therefore subjective angle. It highlights the storylines, concepts and images that are drawn 

upon by subjects once having taken up a particular position (Davies and Harré, 1999 in 

Willig, 2003).  

 

This thesis attempts to identify the constructions of femicide victims and femicide 

perpetrators in mainstream and feminist scope media. As an initial stage, I went through 

different rounds of reading the collected data in order to get familiar with it and coding for 

recurring patterns in ways femicides were talked about. Only then I proceeded with Willig 

(2013) guidelines. Firstly, I detected the variety of portrayals of the victims and perpetrators 

in the material. Secondly, I identified the various constructions of femicide victims and 

perpetrators within the wider discourses in Mexican context, this based on the results and 

finding located in previous research and theories. Thirdly, I will elaborate on the attained 

goals of the speakers, or writers, through different discourses. I would like to attend to the 

ethical aspect of this study, in the sense of conducting discursive analysis, I aim for a reflexive 
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standpoint towards the data in order to present accurate discursive dynamics of the analyzed 

information.    

 

6 ANALYSIS 

Via Willig’s (2013) procedure, four different discourses have been identified within the 

mainstream media and are described in the first subchapter of this section. Also, with the 

same method, three discourses detected in the feminist scope media are detailed in the second 

part. Simultaneously, while listing the feminist discourses, a comparison between both types: 

newspapers and feminist articles is provided in order to contrast the mentioned portrayals. 

 

6.1 Portrayals Provided by The Mainstream Media 

The following discourses where femicide victims are portrayed are: Empty vessels, 

Noteworthy and salient members of society, Innocent victims of the circumstances, and Self-

inflicted violence as a result of her own wrong choices. The suggested subject positions are: 

one more number, unanimated object or body, the beautiful woman, empowered woman, 

respected woman, good woman, good mother, pure child, neglected kid, innocent child, the 

sex-worker, irresponsible woman, blameworthy and immoral. On the other hand, the 

perpetrator is positioned as not fully responsible or excusable, mentally unstable and the 

jealous and hurt man. 

 

6.1.1 Empty vessels discourse 

Femicide victims in this discourse are portrayed as an empty container, they are dehumanized 

and seen as merely body parts. There is no clear identification or connotation that indicates 

any background or concern towards the fatal situation, neither any indication that links this 

event to the bigger and problematized social issue. The murder is product of fortuity and the 

articles focus on the description of the fatal scenes, exploding these stories for the sake of 

morbid fascination and in this way fulfill mainstream media purposes (Meloy et al., 2009). 

This discourse is in line with Meloy & Miller’s findings (2009), who stressed how the 

newspaper coverage of violent crime follow the principles of newsworthiness: giving 

particular importance to the dramatic violence and offers the opportunity to exploit these as 
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national stories. Meaning, the newspapers provide public appealing narratives to sell more 

copies as long as these seem fascinating for the population.   

 

The article “They found another female corpse in the State of Mexico” (article No.1 in table), 

focuses mainly on describing the conditions in which a human body was found, the writer 

details meticulously the atrocity that has had place in the next excerpt.    

 

Excerpt 1 

With no arms and no legs, the corpse of another woman was found in a house in 

Nezahualcóyotl […] The neighbors were the ones alerting the police, when the putrefaction 

made it evident. The reports refer that policemen found in the bathroom a bulge covered with 

blankets. In a different room, few steps away from the toilet, there was another wrap with 

smaller dimensions. After removing the bulge, they found two legs and two arms. Once in the 

bathroom they lifted up the sheets and found a woman’s torso, she had passed few days 

earlier. The body had incisions on the shoulders, from which they cut off the arms, also the 

legs presented wounds in the thighs. The victim had her underwear on and could not be 

recognized due to the decomposition state in which it was discovered. The place is guarded   

by the agents before the department in charge can come to pick up the body. The authorities 

opened a file for an investigation by the crime of femicide.   

 

The writer does not provide signs of humanity to the representation of the victim, it is mere 

pieces to narrate a story that resembles any other gore staging to produce interest from the 

reader. Here the female victim is positioned as unanimated body, and catered as source of 

entertainment, there is no sense of sorrow or respect towards this object that was found 

dissected and “with her underwear on”, plus other redundant details that revolve on the 

description of her mutilated body.    

 

In the next excerpt “Ingrid’s murderer threatens with killing himself (No.2)”, the writer 

elaborates about a case that is been exploited nationally by the press, due to the horrific of 

the detailed information that was disclosed when the femicide occurred. Even though the 
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article was supposed to focus on the murderer’s conduct (given the title), and the psychiatric 

treatment that he is supposed to receive due to his unstable mental health, ends up deviating 

towards the morbid scene one more time. 

 

Excerpt 2 

Francisco Robledo, accused of murdering and skinning his partner, threatened with 

committing suicide. Due to this reason, the judge indicated his transference from the East 

Penitentiary to the Male Center of Psychosocial Rehabilitation in Xochimilco, as a 

preventive measure. […] 

According to the Homicide Prosecutor's office, Francisco Robledo stabbed his partner after 

a fight, skinned her, and tossed her internal organs to the toilet. 

The crime happened in front of his 15-year-old-child, from his previous marriage, who is 

autistic. It was Francisco’s former partner who denounced him once she realized what had 

happened after picking up her underage son. The woman found him all covered in blood, and 

once in the apartment noticed the crime scene and called the police. 

In a video recorded by the policemen inside de police car, the suspect confessed he ingested 

alcoholic beverages and fought with his wife.  

The 46-year-old civil engineer admitted he stabbed Ingrid by the neck, afterwards he 

proceeded to skin her. Some parts and internal organs of the woman were tossed to the toilet, 

in an attempt to get rid of the evidence. 

After the video and the uncensored pictures of the victim’s body were leaked, the judge 

authorized an investigation to detect the possible responsible ones behind this.      

 

The excerpt above provides an example on how the murderer is excused from his actions, 

emphasizing the lack of control on his own impulses when he was under the influence of 

substances that lead him to commit the femicide of his wife. Indirect victim blaming 

(Richards, et al. 2011) underlies this fragment when relying on how the murderer acted 

unexpectedly and he is also a prey of his own mental illness. The fact that he requires special 

attention from the governmental institutions and he is moved to a different and specialized 

prison accentuates this, and minimizes the responsibility that he would have to face in this 
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context under stable or healthier conditions. Plus, when the murderer’s profession is 

mentioned, the writer appeals to a different angle for the implicated, as a ‘well-educated 

person’, “The 46-year-old civil engineer admitted”, trying to cover up his behaviour as 

something isolated that might happen to respectable people as well.  

The excerpt adopts the empty vessel discourse to focus in the description of the atrocity, a 

body and its remaining parts, which have been exposed repeatedly through different sources 

(this article turns into one more of these). The writer depicts the victim as an object, 

completely unattached to feelings, background story or any kind of remarks that would allow 

a differentiation from an unanimated thing. In addition to this, the victim is portrayed as 

partly blame-worthy, by having been purportedly involved in a fight with her killer, who is 

simultaneously portrayed as not fully responsible for his actions.  

 

In the next excerpt this dehumanized description of the victims is reiterated, starting from the 

title “State of Mexico: Two more” (No.3), the writers position the victims as ‘more numbers’ 

to report.   

 

Excerpt 3 

Two more femicides registered this Sunday in the Municipalities to the Eastern State of 

Mexico. In Chalco was found the body of a beheaded woman, and in Acolman the one of a 

young female, this last one was apparently sexually abused. […] 

The first woman was approximate 30-35 years old; she presented a deep cut in her neck of 

about 20 centimeters of longitude. […] 

The inhabitants noticed that behind a mound of plants and grass a brown lump was 

visible.  […] 

The body was lying three meters away from the affluent channel, and according to the agents 

it corresponds to a woman between 20-25 years old. On the first look, it was possible to 

appreciate head and facial injuries produced by some stabbing weapon, possibly a knife. 

She was wearing brown pants and blouse, black underwear, and a sweater that had been 

lifted to her head.  
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The policemen cordoned off the site while the Regional Prosecutor's office lifted the body 

and initiated a file under the offense of femicide.  

 

In the abovementioned fragment, the journalists fixated the attention in the description of the 

murder scene, as it is common with this type of discourse. Women victims of femicide are 

seen as appealing objects when they are presented as dismembered body parts, offered to the 

audience who is willing to consume the morbidity that goes along with these articles.   

 

Thus, the discourse of femicide victims as empty vessels is constantly utilized by journalists 

of mainstream media, throughout the fixation on the sexual aberration and the slaughter that 

the women experienced before and after their death. The previously stated resonates with 

Jiwani et al. (2006) and Jiwani (2013), explaining how news discourse reproduces 

marginality when portraying femicide victims and missing women. Following Jiwani we can 

use the concept “Bare life” (Agamben, G. 1998 cited in Jiwani 2013) to comprehend the 

constructions of these victims as worthless objects and despoiled of humanity.  

The aforementioned occurs with the function of naturalizing the phenomenon of femicides 

in Mexico. This discourse allows to societal structures and institutions to remain 

unaccountable when it concerns to femicides as a social and structural issue. Empty vessels 

discourse positions the victims as bodies without any agency, which have found an 

unescapable last destination, catered by the mass media, with a purpose that should be 

questioned.  

The subject positions available for the femicide victims in empty vessels discourse are: one 

more number, unanimated and appealing object or body. On the other hand, the perpetrator 

is positioned as not fully responsible or excusable, and as mentally unstable.  

 

6.1.2 Noteworthy and salient members of society discourse 

Under this discourse, only those women who are considered exemplary are worthy of respect. 

The coverage pays tribute to them. Intersectionality plays an important part in this discourse 

and the fourth one, when it serves the purposes of humanizing and empathizing only with a 

few cases, when these women belong to more privileged racial and social status groups. For 
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those women, the media offers visibility and highlights their importance in their community, 

and in their professional field. Higher education students, activists, women with high-paying 

jobs, high hierarchy positions, or respectable professions, as well as those considered 

“beautiful”, are included here. The coverage usually exalts the femicide of these specific 

individuals as a tragedy, they urge for the clarification of the murder and the prosecution of 

the perpetrator.   

 

A visible example of this discourse is found in the article “We all are Raquel” (No.4), in 

which the writer elaborates on the femicide of an important figure in northern Mexico, 

Sonora.   

 

Excerpt 4 

Raquel Padilla was beheaded by Juan Armando Rodríguez Castro to silence the voice of the 

Yaquis’5 advocate. Raquel’s voice was not a regular one, thanks to her studies and doctoral 

degree in Ethnology by the Hamburg university, and also owed to the fact that she was a 

member of the National system of researchers, her voice was heard with respect and fervor 

by students of anthropology and history. She was heard by the intellectual group in Sonora, 

by researchers and academics. Raquel’s voice was a feminist voice and a very committed 

one, this is why her daughter Raquel Torua, in her funeral, referred to her mother like an 

advocate of noble national causes, and advocate of women, indigenous people, migrants, 

farmers, victims of narcotraffic and also an advocate for the environment.  

Raquel’s case was not a decease, it was a fe-mi-ci-de. […] 

We all6 are Raquel. We all have felt violated by her death and we all, especially the 

empowered ones, we could die beheaded by our partner.  

 

The writer positions the victims as a respected woman, when emphasizing her studies and 

her social position, in different moments this is addressed in order to make her look like 

 
5 Indigenous people who inhabit the state of Sonora, Mexico 
6 Here refers to “all women” in Spanish, feminine word that is lost in the translation. Same case with 

the whole paragraph when the author expresses “we all”, denotes the female population.  
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honorable and pay tribute to her. Her “doctoral studies in Hamburg” and the fact that she was 

respected and “heard by the intellectual group in Sonora”, are factors that locate her in a 

special spotlight in comparison with other femicide victims around the country. It is ironic 

that for instance, she was an advocate of the indigenous people rights, and the gender crimes 

against them do not make it to the newspaper coverage.  

The victim is humanized by being called by her name, she is positioned as someone to 

identify with and to sympathize with, as one of “us”, by highlighting the similarity between 

her, the writer and the assumed audiences. In the end, the journalist positions herself as an 

“empowered woman” as well, and with this creates a distinction between those privileged 

women as the reporter and the less privileged ones, even though the latter ones are more 

likely to suffer this kind of tragic death.  

 

The next excerpt is part of the column “Checkmate/ The saxophonist” (No.5), talks about the 

media impact of an attempt of femicide. The victim happens to be a saxophonist, and her 

beauty is underlined constantly, the politician involved in the crime creates a bigger scandal 

that the media has not overlooked.   

 

Excerpt 5 

Talking with Maria Elena Ríos is an awakening to the reality of violence against women. The 

beautiful woman who used to pose for pictures with her saxophone. Today she hides her face 

behind a mask, but one can notice the brutal damage caused by acid on the 9th of September 

2019. 

She never hesitated about the respondent's identity. “It was you”, she told him by phone right 

after the event, when the acid was eating away her skin and muscles. It was Juan Antonio 

Vera Carrizal, a politician, and entrepreneur from Oaxaca, with whom she established a love 

relationship in 2017.  

“Every time that a relationship starts is very beautiful”, says María Elena, who in February 

turned 27, “but the relationship turned into a toxic one”. The former local deputy by the PRI 

party, a 50-year-old man, married, gas and radio stations’ owner, started mistreating her, 

psychological and physical violence increased every time. In 2018, María Elena tried to end 
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the relationship for the first time, but he replied no, that he was her owner, and warned her 

about the consequences she would suffer if she would dare to be unfaithful. The violence 

incremented until the acid attack. […] 

The accusation against Vera Carrizal is an attempt of femicide. If the article 273 of the Penal 

code from Oaxaca7 was applied […] the penalty was only “two to five years of prison and a 

fee from 200 to 2 thousand pesos. The femicide, on the other hand, could be sanctioned with 

40-60 years of prison and a fee of 500 minimum salaries. In the degree of attempt, two-thirds 

of the sanction applied. 

The assault with acid that has disfigured the face of this young woman for the rest of her life, 

might be crueler than consumed femicide. “Better if he would have killed me”, told to her 

sister Silvia in the beginning. A few days ago, María Elena saw her disfigured face for the 

first time in the mirror and she has not wanted to see it anymore. […]     

 

“The beautiful woman who used to pose for pictures” is one of the opening statements to 

provide special attention to the woman’s looks and how the acid attack has caused a major 

impact in her life, considering that this was part of one of her relevant features according to 

the writer. The excerpt adopts the Noteworthy discourse and emphasizes at all times, the 

importance of narrating how the relationship between the main characters evolved. It is 

written in a way that depicts a soup opera with the beauty and the important public figure, 

this last one it is by itself a salient member. It is worthwhile to mention, that this being a case 

of attempted femicide might influence the portrayal, the fact that the victim is capable of 

commenting on the violence against her afterwards, and this might allow humanizing her 

easier than in other cases. 

 

Following a similar narrative to the first excerpt, “They condemn the crime against the 

activist in Juárez” (No.6) depicts a victim who used to be an advocate and student.  

 

Excerpt 6 

 
7 State in Southern Mexico  
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The University of Ciudad Juárez mourns and demands justice for the case of the murdered 

artist, activist, and advocate of women's rights, Isabel Cabanillas de la Torre, who was a 

student of this institution.  

“This event touches once more to our academic community, reason why we demand to the 

authorities to clarify this murder, Isabel Cabanillas became part of the program of visual 

arts in august 2018”, the institution stated in a release. […]      

The General State Prosecution informed that the cause of death is cranioencephalic 

traumatism and presented a shot in the chest. 

The victim, who had a 4-year-old, was a member of the collective “Daughters of their 

Maquilera8 mother” and participated in the Association Table of women in Ciudad Juárez 

[…]  

“Those who belong to the organization had the opportunity to share a part of her life and 

get to know her dreams and projects; also, during the work shifts we coincided with her 

ideals to build a better city for everyone”, the Table of women in Ciudad Juárez association 

pointed out. 

“Isabel’s dreams and projects were truncated the early morning of January 19th, we will 

keep raising our voice from this organization, for Isabel and all the other victims of femicide 

in Ciudad Juárez” […]  

 

The victim of femicide is portrayed through Noteworthy and salient members of society 

discourse. The writer depicts her as someone who had dreams and projects, plus she was a 

mother of a 4-year-old. The media provides visibility and gives voice to the collaborators and 

others to speak about her, providing a background story that allows humanity and to generate 

and receive empathy. 

 

 
8 A noun that refers to the murdered women close to the border with the USA, who in their majority 

worked in the fabrics (maquiladoras) located in the area. 
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In the excerpt “They remember a femicide victim” (No.7), under similar conditions, the press 

allows others the right to speak and to generate a more humanized idea about the victim. She 

is considered respected due to her studies and her roles as a mother.  

 

Excerpt 7 

With an offering family and students of FES Cuautitlán in the UNAM9, remembered to 

Verónica Guadalupe, student of this institution, who was a femicide victim. 

The 21-year-old student was murdered in the Municipality of Nicolás Romero, State of 

Mexico, by supposedly her husband and father of her 6-months old baby. 

In the tribute, her family demanded to the authorities to clarify the case, which occurred the 

past July 6th, since there is no progress and the next audience is on November 9th. 

“They destroyed her breasts, her chest, they did not only kill her, but they also killed all her 

family, they left her orphan son without his mother” her sister stated. 

“And the authorities do not proceed with the clarification of my sister’s femicide, the only 

thing we want is justice, and I ask from all of you, students, teachers of this community, she 

was a student of Diagnostic Biochemistry”. 

The sister and dad of Lupita, how she was known, asked support from the community and not 

to allow the case to be forgotten […]  

 

The media shows empathy for the victim when they call her by her affectious name in 

diminutive in Spanish (Lupita). In this case the femicide victim is considered respected when 

is positioned as a good woman, since she was a responsible student from the most respected 

university in Mexican territory (UNAM), in addition, she happened to have an underage kid. 

Reasons why she is considered worthy of attention and her family also deserves the right to 

speak. 

 

The Noteworthy and salient members of society discourse relates to the findings previously 

mentioned by other authors (Jiwani et al., 2006; Jiwani 2013; Meloy et al., 2009; Richards et 

 
9 National Autonomous University of Mexico 
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al., 2011; Branch, 2019). Therefore, that newspapers approach to the murders is 

sensationalistic as expected and explain in previous discourses. Nevertheless, it was also 

observed a bit more cautious approach when not revealing as many details of the murder 

scene, compared to the first discourse, this is less descriptive in its morbid narrative.  

Another important remark observed is that marginality is reproduced through this discourse 

of femicide victims, once more as pointed out by Jiwani & Young (2006). This construction 

makes missing women visible only when seen as ‘good’ (Jiwani et al., 2006; Jiwani 2013). 

The identified subject positions available in noteworthy and salient members of society 

discourse are the beautiful woman, empowered woman, respected woman, good woman, and 

good mother.  

 

6.1.3 Innocent victims of the circumstances discourse 

Innocent victims of the circumstances discourse depicts children and underage girls 

casualties. The journalists are cautious and more empathetic when narrating the femicide of 

children. The girl is presented as someone naive and they show empathy towards the child, 

even utilizing diminutives in Spanish (suffixes “ita”). The femicide is constructed as a sudden 

event when the child was performing her usual routine, to evidence that this is product of a 

fortuitous scenario. 

 

“Anita’s murderer is a fugitive since 2014” (No.8) it is a sample of the previously exposed, 

when narrating the femicide of an underage girl.  

 

Excerpt 8 

The tragedy of the 8-year-old girl Ana Lizbeth Polina, who was kidnaped in Juárez a Sunday 

and found dead on Tuesday, took a different turn, when it was disclose that the alleged 

murderer was a 37-year-old man who was chased since 2014 accused of raping another 

underage girl.  

The General Prosecution offered a reward of 500 thousand Mexican pesos in exchange of 

information that leads to the alleged responsible of Anita’s murder, who is so far identified 

as Juan Fernando “N”, a 37-year-old and former policeman. […]  
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The General Prosecution explained that he will not provide any further information obtained 

by the doctors “to preserve the victim’s dignity”. 

Esteban Cantú, director of the State’s investigation agency, pointed out that the alleged 

murderer had been living for only a few days in the neighborhood located in between the 

shopping mall, where Anita was seen for the last time, and the wasteland where the body was 

found. […]  

 

As previously stated, the femicide of children is narrated in a careful manner, in this case 

using her name in diminutive “Anita” which indicate affection, concern and care. The except 

adopts the Innocent victims of the circumstances discourse to position a naïve and pure child. 

This type of discourse serves its purpose in order to emphasize how trivial this situation is, 

especially when it is pointed out in the end, that the perpetrator lived nearby, implying 

fortuity, which takes the crime out of context and most importantly fails to recognize 

femicides as a bigger issue.  

 

In the next excerpt “Girl disappears; they assaulted and murdered her” (No.9), these features 

on news coverage of underage victims are also observed. 

 

Excerpt 9 

After a few hours of being reported as missing, 9-years-old Camila was found murdered and 

with indications of rape in the neighborhood Poder Popular, near her home, in the 

Municipality of Valle de Chalco, State of Mexico.  

On December 31, at 7:00 p.m., her father and her cousin reported on social media that the 

little girl had disappeared near the area known as Casas Ara. 

“I ask you with a broken heart to help me to find my daughter”, wrote José Manuel, Camila’s 

father of 43 years old, on his Facebook profile. […]  

At 4:00 a.m. yesterday, meaning, 9 hours after her disappearance, police officers found the 

minor's body inside a house, located on Tierra y Libertad Street. The little girl was on a 

mattress covered by a blanket, confirmed later by The General Prosecution of The State of 

Mexico. 
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According to the police, the minor was a victim of rape and died after the sexual assault, 

although the direct cause of death is unknown. 

José Manuel was notified of the event and recognized his daughter. Due to the seriousness 

of the event and being a minor, municipal police officers avoided taking photographs and 

the Attorney General Office reserved the disclosure of the victim’s data. […]  

The alleged aggressor, according to the family, is a thin man of dark skin, about 25 years 

old, named Mariano, nicknamed “El Chaparro10”. The indicated subject lives in the same 

area where Camila lived. […]  

The neighbors suspect that the man might have fled, however, until yesterday the authorities 

had not reported anything about it yet. 

 

In this previous example the “little girl” was translated from the Spanish word “pequeñita” 

which positions her as a little person who is innocent and naïve, it implies that this event is 

one more time product of fortuity as well, she just “disappeared” and since the femicide 

committer lived in the same area, could have been her or any other person. Authorities and 

journalists make use of the Innocent victims of the circumstances discourse to normalize the 

societal conditions and take away the responsibility that relies on them. They tried to be 

cautious when saying they will “reserve the disclosure of the victim’s data”, nevertheless 

previously it was already revealed the cause of death and the details of the femicide’s scene. 

 

 “They killed a 12-year-old girl in SLP” (No.10) depicts the femicide of a teenager, providing 

more information regarding her assault, the conditions in which she was found and more, 

which is similar to previous discourses.  

 

Excerpt 10 

The 12-year-old girl Luz María “N” was murdered this morning in Tamazunchale, a 

municipality located in the southeast of San Luis Potosí. 

 
10 “The short one” in Spanish 
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In the ministerial report, it was specified that the minor had signs of violence on her body, 

she was found with the school uniform of the “Mártires de Cananea” high school. […]  

According to local reports, Luz María was found around 5:30 a.m., and before the crime, 

she was allegedly drugged and sexually assaulted. 

Also, the Quadratin agency reported that the minor's parents live in Tamaulipas due to work 

reasons and that she was under the tutoring of her grandmother and uncle. […]  

 

It would seem the description of the victim wearing the uniform highlights the fact she was 

a school girl, thus perhaps contributing to her portrayal as innocent. The writer emphasizes 

the innocence of the victim when indicating how she was neglected by the closest grown-ups 

in her life, holding them accountable for the crime. This action lifts up the responsibility from 

the authorities and one more time fails to contextualize this crime within a more complex 

problem.  

 

The next article belongs to 2020, it is possible that the portrayal of femicide differs in a 

certain extent from the previous ones, due to a probable shift in the discourse and the way to 

approach the topic. The excerpt “A minor gets killed in Aguascalientes” (No.11) narrates the 

femicide of a teenage girl.   

 

Excerpt 11 

The 14-year-old girl Magdalena “N” was battered and murdered this Thursday in the 

Municipality of Jesús María, in Aguascalientes, confirmed The Prosecution of 

Aguascalientes. […]  

Due to this crime, the Feminist Community of Aguascalientes demanded an investigation 

from the authorities with a gender perspective and no re-victimization. […]  

“We ask, to general society, not to blame or judge the minor, it was not the 14-year-old 

teenager’s fault, it was the aggressor’s fault who committed the femicide”. 

Another statement was from the Observatory of Social and Gender Violence of 

Aguascalientes, which demanded to review the security cameras in the area to detect the 

perpetrator. […]  
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According to unofficial information, there are two lines of investigation on the alleged 

femicide offender of the girl Magdalena; first option, that he is a member of a group who is 

involved in the use of drugs near the area, and the second, that he was a familiar person for 

the victim. 

 

In this example, Innocent victims of the circumstances discourse is deployed in order to 

demand for avoiding revictimization of the young girl, making emphasis on her age as an aid 

for this request “it was not the 14-year-old teenager’s fault”. In addition, the mainstream 

media journalists have provided the floor to the experts (Feminist Community of 

Aguascalientes demanded an investigation, and the Observatory of Social and Gender 

Violence) to give their opinions and statements, that help to construct a different image on 

the victim, in this case underage. This last point might be the most distinct one so far among 

the mainstream discourses, towards a challenging perspective.  

 

Innocent victims of the circumstances discourse is deployed to highlight the honorable and 

innocent aspects of the underage victims, in addition of displaying empathy towards these 

specific femicide cases. The perpetrator is portrayed as someone who coincidentally lives 

nearby or is passing by, and the crime is a result of an unfortunate coincidence, when the 

child happened to be on his way.   

This goes in line with Jiwani et al., (2006) and Jiwani (2013), mainstream media restores the 

personhood of the victims, when this serves to hegemonical standards; women, and in this 

case, young girls, are visible after death only when considered ‘good’ and guilt-free.  

The function of this discourse is to hold accountable the ‘random men’ who murder girls, 

and sometimes to the victims’ parents. These portrayals result in an understanding that takes 

these elements out of context, and overlooking the involvement of relevant factors within the 

intricated phenomenon of femicides.  

The subject positions made available in Innocent victims of the circumstances discourse are 

pure child, neglected kid, and innocent child. 
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6.1.4 Self-inflicted violence, murdered as a result of her own wrong choices discourse 

This discourse is generally linked to Direct and Indirect victim blaming tactics (to see 

Literature review by Richards, et al., 2011), underlies how women were irresponsible 

exposing themselves to different hazardous circumstances, when for instance, being 

adulterous, and engaging in leisure (meeting up with other men, attending to parties) and 

work (escorts, models) activities that resulted in their femicide.  

 

In “The murderer frustrates Chuli’s dream” (No.12) is possible to detect the previously stated. 

It describes the story of a foreign woman looking for job opportunities in Mexico, and how 

this was frustrated due to the situations to which she exposed herself.  

 

Excerpt 12 

Over two years ago, Karen took the most important decision of her life: to leave her family 

behind in Chaco, Argentina, to look for an opportunity in the Mexican television. 

According to her friends, who called her ‘Chuli’11, she ran away from poverty because she 

wanted to be an actress in Mexico. […]  

According to some testimonies attached to the femicide file to which this newspaper had 

access, Karen and the suspect met in an acting academy in the Roma neighborhood. They 

established a friendship that apparently turned into a romantic relationship. Nevertheless, 

they were holding secret encounters, since he had a partner and Karen got married in July 

to a merchant from Tepito12.   

They had a date the evening of December 28th. Axel (the suspect) arrived in a motorcycle 

that would reveal eventually his identity to the authorities, since he used to show it off in his 

social media, and the surveillance cameras registered the plate. 

At 20:40 he abandoned the place and afterwards the body was found. 

 
11 a nickname for ‘pretty’ in Spanish 
12 Neighbourhood with high level of crime, usually, the items sold there is counterfeit and stolen 

merchandise.    
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The authorities’ hypothesis points to the victim murdered by jealousy. When checking 

Karen’s phone, they learned that instants earlier to the aggression, she read a message from 

her husband but she could not reply. 

The inquiries revealed that the victim was paying her studies and covering some of her 

expenses working as an escort in the portal ‘Zona Divas’ (Divas’ zone).  

 

The excerpt immediately adopts the murdered as a result of her own wrong choices 

discourse, when disclosing the victim’s personal information. The writer positions her as 

blameworthy and immoral. They list the reasons that lead to her death, first she moved abroad 

with certain expectations of stardom, offered sexual services to cover her expenses, got 

married to a person that is implied to be dishonest, and lastly, she engaged in extramarital 

relationships. The writer deploys this discourse to make use of indirect victim-blaming, 

indicating that with her actions she put herself in danger and provoked the jealousy of the 

man who took her life.  

 

In the same line the next excerpt “They kill another escort in a hotel” (No.13) possess similar 

characteristics.  

 

Excerpt 13 

One more murder against foreign escorts was registered on Wednesday night in Mexico 

City. […] 

The victim was identified as Karen, of Argentine nationality and escort of the Zona Divas 

web portal. 

She was wearing black sweatshirt and sweatpants, she was lying on her back in a bloodstain, 

apparently caused by a gunshot. 

Unlike the other murdered models, Karen was not handcuffed or tortured, but based on 

evidence attached to the investigation file, the alleged responsible could be the same person 

who killed the Venezuelan Génesis Uliannys on November 17. […] 

Génesis also worked in the Zona Divas web portal, a sex-service site allegedly operated from 

Argentina. […] 
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In this last example, once more, the victim is portrayed as someone immoral, when she 

belongs to the same category like previously mentioned femicide victims. This time it is 

exposed that the website where she used to work with the others is a “sex-service” portal.  

 

In the article “Ooooother femicide” (No.14), the story of a young woman who was enjoying 

of her spare time is described as the last decision she took before finding her last destination. 

 

Excerpt 14 

The 16th femicide so far this year occurred at dawn yesterday in the Municipality of 

Magdalena Contreras. […] 

According to reports from the Ministry of Public Security, the victim was killed by a gunshot 

to the head. 

Four cartridges were found around the girl’s body, the caliber of which has yet to be 

determined. 

According to what witnesses told to the police in the San Jerónimo area, the victim had 

attended a party, where she left accompanied by several people. 

The event was of reggaeton music and took place in an improvised forum, this was mentioned 

by investigation agents responsible for the case. […] 

 

Here, the journalists have depicted the victim as blameworthy, starting with the title of the 

article, where she is presented as one more number, and when they elongate the vowel “o” 

in the word “other” it implies that this is non-worthy, since these types of cases seem to 

appear repetitively in the news coverage. The femicide victim is positioned as an 

irresponsible woman when attending to parties in improvised venues, and leaving in company 

of other people. It is worth to mention that they have also highlighted the music played at the 

event, since this genre has been linked to femicides because supposedly conveys messages 

of violence against women and misogynist themes. All the previously stated pointing out to 

indirect victim blaming.   
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In the excerpt “They denounced three femicides in Naucalpan” (No.15), the writer describes 

the antecedent of a triple femicide perpetrated by the former partner of the victim.    

 

Excerpt 15 

After allegedly suffering domestic violence, Jacqueline Alba and her two minor daughters 

were murdered in the Municipality of Naucalpan. 

According to relatives and friends of the victim, the triple femicide was registered in the home 

of the alleged responsible and former partner of Jacqueline when he allegedly strangled her, 

cut her with emery, and poisoned her daughters. […] 

“Jacqueline went to his address with the promise that he was going to hand over her 

daughters, that's why she went to his house because she had already left him”, said a relative 

of the victim. 

After the triple homicide, the subject would have killed himself by a throat injury with the 

same tool with which he cut the young woman's body. […] 

Jacqueline had already suffered domestic violence and for this reason, she had left her 

husband in October of this year. According to her family, she returned to study and met a 

young man, the reason why she was enthusiastic, and they believe that was the main motive 

for her former partner to perpetrate the triple homicide. 

 

In this case the self-inflicted violence, murdered as a result of her own wrong choices 

discourse serves its purpose to excuse the femicide committer when they give him a reason 

to perpetrate the murder, in this case the fact that the victim had already “returned to study 

and she had met another man”. Even though there was a story of domestic violence explicitly 

indicated, this is placed in the background of the narrative. And the journalist positions the 

victim as someone accountable for her own acts and her own death.  

 

As a conclusion, the self-inflicted violence, murdered as a result of her own wrong choices 

discourse is utilized commonly to justify the perpetrator’s behavior in different manners. 

Sometimes exacerbating the idea of the man being jealous, and moved by this feeling he 

commits the femicide. In other cases, the media places guilt on the victim to minimize the 
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responsibility on other societal factors that enable the murders to occur. Bou-Franch, et al. 

(2014) results go in line with the previously stated, identifying three patriarchal strategies 

within online discourses: minimize the abuse, deny its existence, and blame women.  

In the same order of ideas, Alcocer (2014), shed light on the mass media judging how 

femicide victims have transgressed the boundaries of hegemonic femininity and the moral 

margins. Newspapers excuse their stigmatizations based on the victim work activity and life-

style. In addition, with two of four categories detected by Tiscareño-García et al. (2020), 

analyzing how Mexican newspapers make sense of femicide victims and femicide 

committers, these discursive categories are Justification of the perpetrator or alleged 

perpetrator, and Blaming the victim. Finally, Richards, et al. (2011) stressed how in its 

majority, the newspaper coverage views femicides as an individual problem when they 

stigmatize and label the victims, even ignoring the documented history of violence, failing 

on the proper contextualization of the femicide.   

Therefore, the subject positions identified within the self-inflicted violence, murdered as a 

result of her own wrong choices discourse are the sex-worker, irresponsible woman, 

blameworthy and immoral. Whereas for the perpetrator, the available position is the jealous 

and hurt man; the media also positions the femicide committer as excusable actor, just like 

in Empty vessels discourse. 

 

6.2 Portrayals Provided by The Feminist Media 

It is essential to reiterate that the next articles belong to two different sources, and that due 

to the shortage of feminist scope media available on-line, some of the material represents 

femicide occurred in other Latin-American countries, for instance Argentina or Guatemala. 

Once this is clarified, we move onto the discourses found within the feminist media, which 

are: Femicides are a preventable and a broader social issue, The failures committed by the 

State, and Non- binary community, invisible femicides discourse. The suggested subject 

positions available for the victims are: neglected woman, multiply marginalized, neglected 

by the State and revictimized victim, invisible woman and non-binary. And the offered 

subject positions for the perpetrator are unjustified murderer, femicide committer, the State 

is a femicide committer, the State is a macho who kills and inexcusable femicide committer.      
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6.2.1 Femicides are preventable and a broader social issue discourse 

This discourse makes an effort to address the antecedents that lead to the femicide, and the 

context in which this occurs, as well as to point out the history of violence in order to explain 

the nature of these gendered crimes. The writers attempt to position the victims of femicide 

and femicides themselves as part of a broader problem, and therefore, as part of a situation 

that can be preventable if the surrounding structures would shift.  

 

In the next excerpt “Mourning for the 56: a history of a State femicide” (No.16) The author 

refers to the event occurred one year earlier when a shelter in Guatemala burned down. This 

accommodation is meant for girls and teenagers who are in need of the State protection, they 

are orphans who lost their parents when crossing the border with Mexico on their way to 

United States. In other cases, they are rescued from different vulnerable situations of 

violence, negligence, sexual exploitation, among other causes.  

 

Excerpt 16 

On March 8th, 2017, a fire occurred in the shelter “Hogar Seguro”13 in the city of 

Guatemala, it left 41 dead girls and 15 with serious injuries and painful sequels. The day 

before over 100 teenagers had escaped from the shelter due to the sexual and physical abuse 

there inflicted. The police captured them and as a punishment locked 56 of the girls in a 

classroom. Inside the fire started and despite the screams, the authorities did not open the 

doors. 

The fire lasted less than 10 minutes, but that was enough time for the heat to rise over 300°C, 

exposing the girls to the fatal gas and conditions under 21% of necessary oxygen. […]. 19 of 

the girls carbonized immediately. It was not a tragedy neither an accident: it was femicide 

of the State. Hogar Seguro depended on the Department of Secretary of social welfare, and 

the children were under the custody of Guatemala’s government. In this case, the motto “The 

State is responsible” is not a metaphor. A policewoman Lucinda Eva Marina Marroquín 

Carrillo was the sub-inspector and key holder, and she did not want to let them out when the 

 
13 “Safe Home”, in Spanish  
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girls cried in desperation. “She saw when the teenagers were set in fire alive and did not 

open the door”, said the Fiscal during the trial. […]. One year after this massacre, at least 

8 functionaries are under investigation. […] 

 

The writer in this excerpt positions the State as the femicide committer, when indicating the 

failure in the system and the service provided by them, as well as the decisions taken against 

this vulnerable group of underage girls. This excerpt deploys Femicides are preventable and 

a broader social issue discourse to imply intersectionality, on how the children of illegal 

immigrants and girls belonging to a low social stratosphere are more likely to suffer these 

abuses in the border with Mexico and Central America.  

 

The excerpts 17 and 18 belong to the article “The alerts that the State did not listen to, the 

femicide of Florencia Romano” (No.17) brings to the surface the intricated problematic that 

is present in the femicide of a minor, it lists the different moments in which the authorities 

were able to stop the femicide committer and how they failed or not even endeavored to do 

it.   

 

Excerpt 17 

The authorities disesteemed the reports against the alleged femicide committer in 2011 and 

2014; a phone call to the 911 ignored and the Chief of Police blaming her family for not 

taking care of her daughter. Florencia Romano was a victim of grooming and femicide and 

all the alerts failed to avoid her murder. […] 

The crime the teenager suffered exposed a structural, political, and social issue. […] 

Incompetent reply from the State, lack of gender perspective […]. 

 

Here the author deposits the responsibility in the authorities, Florencia’s femicide was 

preventable, and the parents being blamed by her femicide is just part of this broader problem.   

The excerpt continues as follows:  

  

Excerpt 18 
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An avoidable crime. 

Pablo Arancibia had harassed other teenagers on social media. He would offer in general, 

time of fun with pictures, alcoholic drinks, and money, although other details about his 

interaction and conversation with Florencia remain unknown. […].  

Two ex-girlfriends had pressed charges on serious threats and deprivation of liberty. The 

cases passed to the Prosecutor's Office of Gender Violence, where they did not proceed with 

the investigation. […]  

A neighbor informed to 911 about a situation of “gender violence” and provided the exact 

address where the teenager was […]. Nevertheless, the operator could not find the address 

and cut communication with him, while the man was still trying (to provide the details). […]  

 

Here the Femicides are preventable and a broader social issue discourse, is adopted to 

explain the behavioral pattern that the femicide committer displayed, and how his criminal 

acts escalated to the point he killed Florencia. There were several moments in which his acts 

were of public domain and taken to the authorities’ knowledge, nevertheless they did not 

proceed or decided to neglect the information received. The victim is positioned as an 

innocent part in all this set-up, and an easy target within this framework. 

 

In the excerpt 19 “Paola Tacacho’s femicide in Tucumán was preventable” (No.18), the 

femicide of a teacher in Argentina is exposed, a scenario where many times the victim has 

asked for help and the system has failed on her, until the point where she gets killed by the 

man who has been threatening her for a long time. 

 

Excerpt 19 

Paola’s femicide highlights a specific problem, the situations of gendered violence in the 

teaching field: she had been his teacher and he had been her student. He harassed her to 

death. Paola filed 13 complaints in the courts of Tucumán. His family made 4 more in Salta, 

his native province. There was no State’s response to their requests for help. […]  

If the authorities had institutionally accompanied the lawsuit against him, when Paola and 

other colleagues manifested the virtual siege with misogynistic and racist messages, followed 
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by death threats [...] If the Judicial Power and those who administer justice had only taken 

the first complaint that Paola made −when she already had enough evidence and enough 

terror− and they would not allow 13 complaints to accumulate[...] If they had given Paola 

concrete protection. [...] Paola’s femicide exposes the poor functioning of educational 

institutions and the helplessness that teachers suffer in general, and female teachers in 

particular, whose mental and physical well-being matters do not matter [...] 

Paola’s femicide shows that our lives are also worth less than a scoop for the media [...] they 

label it as a couple’s fight, when the victim is already dead and cannot defend herself, and 

insisting on a false affective sex bond because it is a formula that sells, [...] fueling the morbid 

curiosity of the people. [...] 

 

In this article, Femicides are preventable and a broader social issue discourse is drawn upon 

to explain the disadvantaged situation in which the victims are situated. Specifically, female 

teachers at Latin American schools. Like in previous examples from this same discourse, the 

author puts the blame on the authorities and the bureaucratic system, who ignored Paola’s 

plea, once she tried to make everything possible to seek for help. This excerpt puts in 

evidence how inefficiently the system of justice works when regards to prevention of gender 

crimes. Finally, it is condemned the importance that the mainstream media gives to 

noteworthy stories and characters, instead of informing objectively when it regards femicide 

victims and the motives for these crimes to occur. 

 

Femicides are preventable and a broader social issue discourse is deployed to highlight that 

these are not isolated or individual crimes. The context in which the femicides have occurred 

are similar and there is an urgent indication to acknowledge the structural conditions that set 

the conditions for these femicides to happen, therefore a relevant feature of this discourse is 

the narrative of “this was avoidable”. The feminist authors argument and denounce the 

specific moments in which State actors and others could have intervened to aid the women 

or young girl(s) who found themselves in a disadvantaged situation or experiencing violence. 

Nevertheless, the support is exhibited as poor and inefficient, even though the victims were 

able to reach out, they are left stranded and helpless, to the point where their lives are taken.   
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The subject positions made available in this discourse are victim of structural violence, 

neglected woman, multiply marginalized. And the offered subject positions for the 

perpetrator are unjustified murderer, femicide committer.   

 

Femicides are preventable and a broader social issue discourse, is challenging directly the 

mainstream discourses of Empty vessels discourse and Self-inflicted violence, murdered as a 

result of her own wrong choices discourse. It is possible to put in evidence a more empathetic 

viewpoint, and less descriptive and morbid narratives of the femicide scene. On the other 

hand, the feminist writers try to provide insight to the social problem that femicides are, 

setting and analyzing the failure within the structure that enables these murders of women. 

Instead of just looking at femicides as something fortuitous, the writers avoid the victims’ 

labelling and stigmatization, lifting up the guilt and blame from the victims and making 

possible to understand the problem within a wider context.   

 

6.2.2 The failures committed by the State discourse 

This discourse attempts to approach the irregularities of the system and law, the failures and 

neglections committed by State actors are stressed as the main reason for these femicides to 

occur. How the authorities and legal processes are deficient, and present a shortage to provide 

suitable responses and solutions. The feminist writers denounce how the State actors have 

favored patriarchal views when closing the femicide cases. 

 

In the excerpt “Four femicides in one month in Jujuy: Amuki never more in silence, 

nevermore” (No.19), the author talks about the most recent protest against gendered violence 

in Jujuy, Argentina, and goes in-depth into four different cases in which the structural social 

issue is explained.  

 

Excerpt 20 

Roxana, […] she was 31 years old and had 3 children of 13, 9, and 4. When she came back 

home, her partner, the father of her youngest children, poisoned her, and afterwards, he 
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killed himself. In this home, there were antecedents of domestic violence, and a restriction 

order was included. But Roxana had come back “voluntarily”, the Security Minister Ekel 

Meyer described, representing the State’s disclaimer.  

“Let’s ask what does ‘voluntarily’ mean?”, proposes the lawyer Mariana Vargas, feminist 

and with a career of experience representing patriarchal violence victims, “Roxana had an 

exclusion measure. In Jujuy when these legal measures expire, we are not able to resume 

them. There are aggressive men who are counting days to come back home. And what 

happens to the woman and this violent man when the restriction expires? And what if they 

have children in common? she says to LATFEM. […] 

 

The writer gives the floor to the experts, in this case a lawyer who specializes in gender 

violence. The lawyer positions the victim as a vulnerable subject in this scenario, who had 

taken the decisions on the sake of herself and her children, given the previous events. 

Nevertheless, is exhibited the evidence that the measures provided by the Government are 

insufficient. The failures committed by the State discourse is adopted to hold The State 

accountable of this murder, when allowing this setting of vulnerability to occur repeatedly. 

Even though the history of violence was documented, the authorities did not take any further 

measures to help Roxana. The victim is blamed by the Federal power, when they indicate 

that she had come back “voluntarily” home. The lawyer and the author condemn this lack of 

actions and demand answers to these cases, addressing also the missing policies and 

solutions.    

 

Following the same order of ideas, the article “Anahí Benitez: The trial on her femicide is 

surrounded by doubts and seems far away from justice” (No.20), we appreciate another 

example of this type of discourse. 

 

Excerpt 21 

[…] Marcos Bazán, the only one recognized as responsible, this without any material 

evidence. About Marcelo Villalba, there is real proof but he was declared unimpeachable. 
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The Prosecutor's office did not follow the relevant clues. Anahí’s friends and feminist groups 

demand justice and truth for the woman. […] 

The irregularities: 

The experts in criminalistics were not conclusive. […] There are other inconclusive tests, 

and on the other hand, questions that arise after few searches they found: a key, scissors, 

and grenades, but none of these were presented. […] 

In the file, there was another track for investigation, but that hypothesis was not followed. 

[…] 

 

In this excerpt once more the evidence against the authorities is displayed, not conducting a 

proper investigation and neglecting their duties are denounced. The author emphasizes the 

irregularities and positions the State and the “experts” as responsible of this failure when 

prosecuting a femicide. The victim is positioned as a person who is supported by others, the 

feminist groups demand the police to clarify and investigate properly the murder scene. The 

femicide victim’s voice is muted but she has others who will look out for her.  

 

The excerpts 22 and 23 are retrieved from the article “On feminist memory of Giuliana, 

Susana and Nicolás: when femicide destroys a family” (No.21), in which is described the 

story of how a family struggled after experiencing the femicide of the youngest child. The 

writers condemn the hotel where this femicide had place, since it is not the first time that this 

occurs in such venue to an underage girl. 

   

Excerpt 22 

Giuliana was 13 years old, she was deceived and tricked by the policeman Adrián Sanchez, 

who agreed to meet her in the Hotel Alfil of Resistencia, Chaco. He murdered her with his 

regulated weapon in 2017. On Tuesday her mother died, Susana Álvarez, who suffered the 

inflicted violence by her partner and the pain from her son’s suicide, one more of her 

children, who did not get over the mourning process due to his sister’s murder. The history 

of a family destroyed by femicide and the absence of State policies. Because the machos kill 

and the institutions too. […]  
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The investigations also comprised the private conversations that Sánchez and Giuliana held 

via Facebook. The femicide committer incurred in the crime of grooming, activity conducted 

through electronic communications, telecommunications, and other forms of data 

technology, to contact children and teenagers with the intention of crimes of sexual nature. 

Action that is punished with 6 months or 4 years, according to the Penal code. The word in 

the English language translates to something like “pretending to be the boyfriend”. In this 

case, Sánchez used a fake profile picture to produce the deceit and afterwards the encounter. 

[…]  

 

Here the writer positions the femicide committer and the State as the responsible ones behind 

this phenomenon, “machos kill and the institutions too”. It elaborates on how a femicide 

affects a whole family and brings all kinds of side effects to the picture, plus sheds light on 

a side story in terms of gender violence, exposing Giuliana’s mother’s chronicle as a victim 

herself. The failures committed by the State discourse is deployed to explain in detail what 

grooming is, and to lift up the responsibility and the blame that is usually placed on the 

victim. Giuliana, the femicide victim, is positioned as an innocent being in this intricated 

context. The excerpt continues as follows: 

 

Excerpt 23 

The femicides committed by policemen out of their service are a product of the denominated 

“Police state”. Almost the totality of police force come back home with their weapons after 

their shifts. Bearing a gun 24/7 turns into a real danger for their partners or former partners. 

In the story of Giuliana, we also have to add the fact that a girl was deceived. […]  

 

Excerpt 23 reveals the problem regarding public security members bearing weapons during 

their spare time, and the lack of regulations on this topic as well. The writer emphasizes that 

this is just one more issue that arises from the main structure and we cannot lose focus on the 

fact that an underage girl was coaxed and killed.  
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The article “Four femicides and the morbid show” (No.22), talks about four femicides 

occurred in Argentina during the previous weekend. Most importantly, it denounces in the 

manner the mainstream media narrates the stories of the victims and how they frame the 

femicide to make it appealing for the reader, regardless of the sensitivity of the matters.   

 

Excerpt 24 

#NiUnaMenos [#NotEvenOneLess] is once again a trend because the sexist violence against 

women is intensifying: Today we woke up with news of four femicides in just one weekend. 

The media revels in lurid details that only revictimize. […] 

Four women less and four more stories on the list that Mumalá14 recorded since the 

beginning of this year: until August 31st, 223 in total. The stories of the hegemonic media 

are shocking: one said he was going to bury a dog and buried a woman’s body; another one 

set her victim on fire; another one fractured his victim’s skull; another one beat a woman to 

death. Another woman disappeared and a few days later her body was found without a trace 

of what happened […] One, two, three, four, ten, one hundred. What happens to us as feminist 

journalists when we count femicides? When reading chronicles about the “bad victim? Or 

hearing how colleagues without any gender perspective education, elaborate in details that 

only revictimize. How do we influence the media by narrating femicides in a responsible 

manner? […] 

 

The previous excerpt challenges revictimization and labeling of the victim, and directly 

denounces the wrongly manner to address victims that is utilized commonly by mainstream 

media (Empty vessels discourse, Noteworthy and salient members of society discourse, Self-

inflicted violence, murdered as a result of her own wrong choices discourse), and calls it 

“hegemonic” perspective, the way in which these crimes are approached. It exhorts the 

journalists to adopt an objective and responsible position, narrating such events with gender 

perspective, having in mind the impact of the discourse utilized in the newspaper coverage.   

  

 
14 Argentina 
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The failures committed by the State discourse, exposes the lack of efficiency in legal 

processes, which are commonly framed in hegemonic discourses of femininity and 

masculinity. The function of this discourse is to advocate for the deceased victims, through 

the voice of experts in gender perspectives, feminist groups and militants, as well as the 

closest people of the victim. Attempts to provide an insight to the struggles that the woman 

experienced to make herself heard, and simultaneously opens up the panorama to study the 

broader spectrum of this gender issue.   

The feminist writers highlight the revictimization and victim-blaming process exhibited in 

the mainstream media, as well as the neglect by the authorities, after the death. Laxity that 

complicates the execution of the law to pursue the femicide committers, and even further, the 

prosecution of the crimes under the femicide typification. 

The subject positions within this discourse for the femicide victims are neglected by the State 

and revictimized victim. On the other hand, the positions available for the perpetrator are the 

State is a femicide committer, the State is a macho who kills and inexcusable femicide 

committer.      

 

The comparison between the failures committed by the State discourse and newspapers 

coverage discourses, displays a clear difference on the gender perspective utilized by the 

feminist writers, which enables to portray the femicide victims as murdered by the State, 

given the structural conditions.  

This feminist scope denunciates the victim blaming process that has been normalized in 

mainstream newspaper coverage. Hence, the failures committed by the State discourse, 

challenges and questions, all the mainstream discourses of Empty vessels discourse, 

Noteworthy and salient members of society discourse, Innocent victims of the circumstances 

discourse, and Self-inflicted violence, murdered as a result of her own wrong choices 

discourse, simultaneously. In contrast, it humanizes the femicide victims and takes away the 

blame from them to place it on the perpetrators, which in this case are the State actors and 

the mass media itself. Providing ‘innocence’ to all the victims regardless of being underage 

or not.  
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6.2.3 Non- binary community, invisible femicides discourse 

Lastly, feminist media scope offers a third discourse, in which the writers advocate for the 

non-binary community, as part of the invisible niche.  

 

In the excerpt “LGBTI+ Community condemns trans-femicide of Violeta and they summon 

to a peaceful manifestation” (No.23 in table 1). The article reveals the unfairness with which 

transgender community is treated, and sheds light on how the femicide of this non-binary 

woman in Mexico is portrayed. 

 

Excerpt 25 

From October 19th it was reported the disappearance of Violeta, a 25-year-old, trans-

woman in Ciudad Tuxtla Gutiérrez. […]  

Nevertheless, the Prosecutor's office reported the disappearance of a man whose name is 

Gerardo Ramírez Pérez, and with the features of “gender non-identified”. 

On the 21st was confirmed that she was the victim of a hate crime, […]  

Before these data, the community from the Civic Observatory of LGBT+ in Chiapas 

15 condemned the hate crimes against the LGBTTTI+ group and demanded to the State 

authorities to guarantee immediate actions to provide safety and protection, as well as access 

to justice for these victims and their families. 

“Impunity is an element to perpetuate violence against LGBTTTI+ people. While this exists, 

societies will continue accepting and tolerating violent acts against people’s sexual diversity 

because the message sent is of permissibility”. […]  

According to the Observatory, they have documented 5 trans-femicides […] and 2 attempts 

of hate crimes. […]  

 

The previous excerpt unveils the usage of “hate crime” and “trans-femicides” as main 

concepts, in order to provide visibility to this case, and to explain the motive behind this 

femicide and the damage inflicted to Violeta.  

 
15 Southern Mexico  
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Non- binary community, invisible femicides discourse is adopted to point out the injustice 

when the authorities used the dead name16to refer to the victim. The “gender non-identified” 

observation, emphasizes the lack of gender perspective from the State when publishing the 

disappearance of Violeta, she is revictimized. The victim is positioned by the State as a being 

impossible to locate or to categorize in any of the hegemonic gender groups, which 

complicates the possibility to categorize this murder as a femicide. The feminist media 

criticized this positioning and attempted to offer a new position to her as a multiply 

marginalized woman.    

The writer gives space for the Civic observatory to provide their input and they position the 

State authorities as the responsible ones when perpetuating actively these crimes “against 

sexual diversity”.   

 

In the same line, the next excerpt from the article “Two femicides in Formosa17 in less than 

a month” (No.24 in table 1), gives room to mention that femicide victims constitute a wider 

category, beyond the usually narrower perspective utilized by the mainstream media. 

 

Excerpt 26 

María Cabana was murdered this last Thursday of August, in Las Lomitas. She was killed by 

her partner in front of her infant son. In September Elida Flores died in Villa Dos Trece, she 

was also murdered by her partner. Two femicides with little media national coverage. The 

number of women, lesbians, transvestites, and trans murdered in Argentina by the most 

extreme form of macho violence is still high: 5 murdered women per week. According to the 

most recent counting conducted by the Observatory of Femicides, in the first semester of this 

year, 139 femicides in the country, from which 11 are linked to each other and 4 are trans 

women.  […]  

 

The extract above mentioned stresses in the same headline the relevance of recognizing 

victims who have not had the same exposure like others noteworthy ones in the newspaper 

 
16 Birth name of a transgender or non-binary person  
17 Argentina 
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coverage. It deploys the non- binary community, invisible femicides discourse, to indicate 

that within femicide victims we can find all kinds of women, including “lesbians, 

transvestites, and trans”, reckoning them and providing visibility, positioning the victims as 

real people and also women who are in greater disadvantage (intersectionality: racial and 

sexual preferences that locate them in a less advantaged group). 

 

To conclude, Non- binary community, invisible femicides discourse, emphasizes these 

murders as an indication of broader gendered inequalities. For instance, it is the first time 

that terms like “hate crime” and “trans-femicides” are used to make sense of the victims and 

their femicides, and to explain the non-visible spectrum where they belong. This discourse is 

deployed with the function of shedding light on intersectionality, beyond class and race, when 

it touches sexual categorizations, especially in the given conservative context where these 

femicides have taken place, talking about Latin American and Mexican contexts. 

The subject positions made available by this discourse are invisible woman, non-binary and 

multiply marginalized. 

 

At the moment of comparing Non- binary community, invisible femicides discourse with the 

mainstream coverage discourses, it is possible to detect immediately the existent gap between 

both media scopes. The portrayals derived from the mainstream media do not acknowledge 

these femicides of Non-binary people explicitly. 

Therefore, the feminist scope challenges directly the Noteworthy and salient members of 

society discourse. It puts in evidence that these femicide victims are portrayed as not 

remarkable, they do not deserve to even be named. Since these women do not conform with 

conventional standards of femininity and heteronormative views on sexuality. Hence, these 

narratives do not fit within the hegemonic frames and they are not deemed newsworthy by 

mainstream media. These portrayal of victims clash with middle class expectations and 

taboos, reason why they remain forgotten.  
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7 DISCUSSION 

The present thesis provides understanding regarding the portrayals of femicide victims and 

the subject positions reinforced and catered by Mexican newspaper coverage. Furthermore, 

it elaborates a contrast between the abovementioned portrayals and the discourses offered by 

feminist scope media, from 2017 to 2020. The social phenomenon of femicide and their 

victims is constructed from different angles in Mexican society, it has shifted slowly once 

the hegemonical portrayals have been challenged by the novel feminist scope. This study 

attempts to shed light on the discourses that revolve around femicides in Mexican society, as 

well as subject positions available for the victims of these crimes and their perpetrators. The 

utilized approach is Foucauldian discourse analysis, which derives from social 

constructionist theoretical framework. 

 

7.1 Summary of results and conclusions  

This research identified four discourses and their corresponding subject positions in the 

Mexican newspapers’ articles (mainstream media), and three discourses were found in the 

feminist online media. Simultaneously, while listing the feminist discourses, a comparison 

between both types: newspapers and feminist articles is provided, in order to contrast the 

mentioned portrayals. 

 

Within the mainstream media discourses, the first one is Empty vessels discourse, the victims 

of femicide are dehumanized and constructed as empty containers or body parts. These 

findings are in line with previous research (Jiwani et al., 2006 and Jiwani, 2013), portraying 

femicide victims and missing women as worthless objects is a regular practice to marginalize 

these women even after their own death. Furthermore, this discourse is drawn upon by the 

newspaper coverage to serve to the morbid fascination, and fulfills mainstream media 

purposes (newsworthiness) for the sake of the sales, giving particular importance to 

narratives of dramatic violence and personal focus, like former research indicated (Meloy et 

al., 2009). In addition to this, the other function of this discourse is to normalize this social 

phenomenon in Mexican territory, looking at it in a trivial and fortuitous way. Thus, the 

mainstream media positions the femicide victims within the Empty vessels discourse as one 
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more number to add to the statistics, unanimated and appealing objects or just bodies. On the 

other hand, the journalists position the perpetrator as someone not fully responsible or 

excusable, or even as mentally unstable.  

 

In the Noteworthy and salient members of society discourse, the media offers visibility for a 

few women. The more socially valuable and important a victim is, the better the crime story 

and the possibility for this to become news (Meloy et al. 2009). Intersectionality plays an 

important part in this discourse (social class and ethnicity) when creating a distinction 

between the high- and low-profile classes. This goes in line with previous research (Jiwani 

et al., 2006; Jiwani 2013; Meloy et al., 2009). This discourse makes visible only those victims 

who are constructed as “good” (Jiwani et al., 2006; Jiwani 2013) and significant for their 

community or the society in general, this according to heteronormative standards. The 

mainstream media positions the femicide victims within the noteworthy and salient members 

of society discourse as the beautiful woman, empowered woman, respected woman, good 

woman, and good mother.  

 

Innocent victims of the circumstances discourse depicts children and underage girls 

casualties. This discourse is deployed to highlight the honorable and innocent aspects of the 

underage victims, in addition of displaying empathy towards these specific femicide cases.  

The function of this discourse is to hold accountable the ‘random men’ who murder girls, 

and sometimes to the victims’ parents. Taking these elements out of context, and overlooking 

the involvement of relevant factors within the intricated phenomenon of femicides. 

Mainstream media restores the personhood of the victims, when this serves to hegemonical 

standards (Jiwani et al., 2006 and Jiwani, 2013), in this case, young girls, are visible after 

death only when considered ‘good’ and guilt-free. The subject positions made available in 

Innocent victims of the circumstances discourse are pure child, neglected kid, and innocent 

child. 

 

The self-inflicted violence, murdered as a result of her own wrong choices discourse focuses 

on the direct and indirect victim blaming tactics. It is drawn upon by mainstream media 
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journalists to construct the victim as blameworthy of her own murder, and portraying the 

perpetrator as someone whose actions can be excusable and understandable, mainly due to 

jealousy or mental illness. This has the function of minimizing the societal issue that femicide 

represents, and lifting up the responsibility on other factors that enable femicides to occur. 

This goes in line with the discursive categories found by other researchers, e.g.  patriarchal 

strategies within online discourses in Spain: minimize the abuse, deny its existence, and 

blame women (Bou-Franch, et al. 2014), in addition, with two of four categories detected by 

Tiscareño-García et al. (2020) analyzing Mexican newspapers, i.e., Justification of the 

perpetrator or alleged perpetrator, and Blaming the victim.  

Self-inflicted violence, murdered as a result of her own wrong choices discourse, exposes the 

role of the newspapers when constructing this image of the victims. This occurs through a 

process of stigmatization and labeling the victims based solely on the women’s work activity 

and lifestyle when these factors do not align with hegemonic femininity and moral boundaries 

(Venäläinen, 2016). Furthermore, ignoring the documented history of violence, failing on the 

proper contextualization of the femicide, as explained by previous research (Richards, et al. 

2011 and Alcocer, 2014). Therefore, the subject positions identified within the self-inflicted 

violence, murdered as a result of her own wrong choices discourse are the sex-worker, 

irresponsible woman, blameworthy and immoral. Whereas for the perpetrator, the available 

position is the jealous and hurt man; the media also positions the femicide committer as 

excusable actor, just like in Empty vessels discourse. 

 

Moving onto the second part of the results, within the feminist media discourses we can find 

the Femicides are preventable and a broader social issue discourse. This discourse 

recognizes the context in which the femicide occurs, as well as the history of violence in 

order to explain the nature of these gendered crimes. The writers position the victims of 

femicide and femicides themselves as part of a broader problem. The function of this 

discourse is to urgently address the structural conditions that set the conditions for the 

femicides to take place, therefore a relevant feature of this discourse is the narrative of “this 

was avoidable”. Hence, the subject positions made available for the femicide victims in this 
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discourse are victim of structural violence, neglected woman, multiply marginalized. And 

the offered subject positions for the perpetrator are unjustified murderer, femicide committer.   

Femicides are preventable and a broader social issue discourse, is challenging directly the 

mainstream discourses of Empty vessels discourse and Self-inflicted violence, murdered as a 

result of her own wrong choices discourse. This feminist discourse sets a more empathetic 

viewpoint, and less descriptive and morbid narratives. On the other hand, the feminist writers 

try to provide insight to the social problem that femicides are. Instead of just looking at 

femicides as something fortuitous, the writers avoid the victims’ labelling and stigmatization, 

lifting up the guilt and blame from the victims and broadening up the understanding of this 

issue. 

 

The failures committed by the State discourse denounces the irregularities of the system and 

the law, that favor patriarchal views when approaching the femicide cases. The failures and 

negligence committed by State actors are stressed as the main reason for these femicides to 

occur. This discourse exposes the lack of efficiency in legal processes, which are framed in 

hegemonic discourses of femininity and masculinity. The other function of the failures 

committed by the State discourse is to advocate for the deceased victims, this feminist scope 

denunciates the victim-blaming and revictimization process that has been normalized in 

mainstream newspaper coverage, as well as the neglect by the authorities, after the victims’ 

death. Laxity that complicates the execution of the law to pursue the femicide committers, 

and even further, the prosecution of the crimes under the femicide typification. The subject 

positions within this discourse for the femicide victims are neglected by the State and 

revictimized victim. On the other hand, the positions available for the perpetrator are the 

State is a femicide committer, the State is a macho who kills and inexcusable femicide 

committer.      

In contrast the failures committed by the State discourse and newspapers coverage discourses, 

display a clear difference on the gender perspective utilized by the feminist writers, which 

enables to portray the femicide victims as murdered by the State, given the structural 

conditions. The failures committed by the State discourse, challenges and questions 

simultaneously all the mainstream discourses of Empty vessels discourse, Noteworthy and 
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salient members of society discourse, Innocent victims of the circumstances discourse, and 

Self-inflicted violence, murdered as a result of her own wrong choices discourse. Therefore, 

it humanizes the femicide victims and takes away the blame from them to place it on the 

perpetrators, which in this case are the State actors and the mass media itself. Granting 

‘innocence’ and truth to all the victims regardless of being underage or not.  

 

Lastly, Non- binary community, invisible femicides discourse, highlights an indication of 

broader gendered inequalities. This discourse is deployed with the function of shedding light 

on intersectionality, beyond class and race, including sexual categorizations, especially in the 

given conservative context where these femicides have taken place, talking about Latin 

American and more specifically Mexican context. The mass media and the State positions 

the femicide victims as invisible woman, non-binary and multiply marginalized. 

Non- binary community, invisible femicides discourse in contrast with the mainstream 

coverage discourses, makes evident how this feminist scope challenges directly the 

Noteworthy and salient members of society discourse. It puts in evidence that these femicide 

victims are portrayed as not remarkable, since these women do not conform with 

conventional standards of femininity and heteronormative views on sexuality. Hence, these 

narratives do not fit within the hegemonic frames and they are not deemed newsworthy by 

mainstream media. These victims’ portrayals clash with middle class expectations and 

societal and religious taboos, reason why they remain in the margins.  

 

This thesis investigated and compared the discourses of mainstream and feminist media, in 

order to establish the similarities and differences between them. Aiming to shed light on this 

historically and culturally distinct ways of making sense on femicides’ victims, utilizing an 

approach that has not been drawn upon in previous analyses. Since most of the previous 

studies have focused on local or regional portrayals, there was a lack of research considering 

the nationwide discourses. In addition, there was no precedent studying the discourses of the 

feminist Mexican media. In this case, Foucauldian discourse analysis enables the study on 

shifting portrayals.  
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Therefore, I consider that one of the most significant contributions of this thesis regards the 

feminist scope. The comparison with the feminist portrayals, and showing in detail how these 

novel discourses directly challenge the mainstream ones. Also sheds light with the help of 

Foucault’s theorization on how these counter discourses compete and point out the current 

social problems, and the power dynamics existing. In addition, this showed that similar 

mainstream discourses are used in various contexts, both, those studied in previous research 

and those studied by this thesis. Hence, discourses seem to be historically continuous. The 

feminist discourses however disrupt the historically continuous hegemony of mainstream 

discourses, as exposed earlier throughout this discussion. 

 

Finally, as a whole, I would like to mention some relevant aspects that I considered of 

significance while conducting the present analysis. It was noticeable that ‘femicide 

committer’ (‘feminicida’ in Spanish language) it is not a usual term utilized by the 

mainstream media. Instead, they focus on denominations such as perpetrator, allegedly 

responsible or murderer, and this also speaks about the discursive manner to approach the 

topic when not emphasizing the gender crime that had place, and the role of the femicide 

committer within this offense. 

 

During 2017 – 2018 in the newspaper coverage is common to find articles that revictimize 

women and use direct and explicit victim-blaming. Afterwards there's a clear shift in the 

discourse of the journalists. This most likely derives from the exigency of new feminist 

groups and recently created governmental departments, which follow closely these gender 

crimes. However, after this period the mass media and the mainstream journalists became 

aware of specific denominations and vocabulary that belong to the feminist scope, and the 

usage of these terms in their attempt of concealing their lack of gender perspective in the 

exhibited articles. 

 

Among the noticed shifts in the newspaper’s articles discourses, it was evident that from 

January 2020 onwards there is a confusion on how to label a femicide. The term is overused, 

authorities and media tag the crime as ‘femicide’ by default when this one involves a female 



65 

 

victim, without reviewing the criteria that has been explained in the legal code or described 

in the newspapers themselves. This mistaken labeling indicates, once more, a lack of gender 

perspective and furthermore, a confusion that will shape people’s perception and ideologies 

on the conceptualization of this crime and its causes.     

 

7.2 Discussion of Practical Implications  

Marzabal, (2015) studied the correlation between femicides reported by the mainstream 

media and the subsequent replica of such gender crimes (imitation effect), due to the 

elaborated description of the murder scenes. Such detailed data of these violent gender 

crimes, creates disinformation revolving the real causes of the social phenomenon, looking 

at it as something trivial and easy to approach. In addition, this influences to a process of 

desensitization, meaning that the society tends to view at the victims with less empathy, once 

the mainstream media constructs the femicide victims as “another one” or “one more 

number” (i.e., Empty vessels discourse).   

 

If this is the case, newspapers coverage has contributed to the likelihood of femicides to be 

imitated in the near future, once these phenomena are reported as morbid and appealing 

scenarios, reproducing biased constructions of the victims that work in detriment of their 

portrayals as human beings who are target of a bigger issue.  

Mainstream media offers visibility through the intensity of the pain and the damage of the 

victim’s image. This complicates the accurate understanding of such social problems by the 

population. The media prefers to play with these cases and with the portrayal of the victims 

to attend to curiosity and newsworthiness, emphasizing the ways in which women are 

murdered, aspect that becomes into the main point of the story.  

 

Therefore, it is significant to provide future directions to reporters in general, for them to 

understand their role in this issue. In the forthcoming lines I will enlist some of the 

recommendations that derive from this thesis, partly my own conclusions and finalizing this 

subchapter with Marzabal’s ideas. 

  



66 

 

The journalists should avoid the usage of morbid and detailed information that deviates the 

attention from the actual phenomenon of femicides, which only gives suggestions and ideas 

to the femicide committers. Also informing on the victim’s personal data must be 

discouraged, this violation to the victim’s intimacy leads to constructing a distorted image of 

her, and to revictimize her. Simultaneously, the mainstream media must stop spreading 

pictures of the victims and most importantly, of the murder scene. And lastly, it is important 

to point out the statistics in the femicide articles but when this is contextualized, instead of 

just raw numbers that take away the intention of sensitizing and emphasizing the seriousness 

of this issue.  

 

It is imperative to break with the hegemonic narratives and also with the competition between 

the different mainstream sources, who wanting the exclusivity are catering the femicide 

victims in different manners, instead of informing objectively to the population. This is why 

it is urgent to exhort the journalists to remember their ethic and professionalism. It is of 

importance to have a knowledgeable background in gender perspective, and if this is not a 

requirement to recruit reporters, there should exist the possibility to provide training to learn 

how to approach this topic or to leave it just for those who have the expertise.  

 

Marzabal (2015) enunciates five different facts that the media should pay attention to, when 

making sense of femicide victims, perpetrators and the murder scenes. These are: 

1) Focus the public attention on the social problematic (the topic) not on the specific 

event that occurred. In this point would be optimal to address the police and legal 

matters that hinder the resolution of the femicide cases, and to display a posture of 

respect and commitment to raise awareness on the issue.   

2) Journalists should be aware on how they can improve their ways of informing. To 

include the participation and opinions of experts, to properly convey an objective 

message.  

3) Avoid confusion and inducing wrong ideas. It is essential to be cautious when 

commenting the reasons that lead to the femicide committer to take the victim’s life, 

and also to elude presenting the victim as blameworthy. The media should avert to 
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respond to the question of “why”, this might justify the perpetrator and revictimize 

the victim.  

4) It is indispensable to expose the aggressor’s profile, describing his behavior regarding 

private and public matters. The femicide committer should not remain in the 

anonymity, that position favors him and only leaves in the spotlight the victim. 

5)  Provide a respectful treatment that stays away of unfair and improper practices. It is 

important to question if the detailed and scabrous descriptions on how the violence 

was exercised are helpful in any case. In that way the mainstream media will not 

contribute to the violence and will not become into an accomplice of these gender 

crimes.  

 

7.3 Evaluating the Study and Future Research 

This study presented various limitations. Firstly, I would like to address that my current 

location in Finland hindered the possibility to collect physical data and restricted the sources 

to be exclusively online media. Regarding the newspaper’s data gathering, the task was 

doable, once the selected publication offered the possibility of a wide virtual archive when 

paying a small fee. Nevertheless, the feminist media virtually available resulted insufficient, 

reason why I had to draw upon feminist articles from different webpages, and take into 

consideration other Latin American Countries’ articles. Even though these Countries have 

similar contexts in terms of the social issue of femicides, the possibility for biases exist, and 

the final conclusion contrasting mainstream and feminist discourses might indicate different 

nuances than only considering data from Mexican territory.  

 

The analysis that corresponds to this study focuses on the text of the articles retrieved. 

Nevertheless, it is worthy of attention the kinds of pictures displayed in some of the articles 

of the newspaper coverage. These portraits are rarely censored, and have easily recognizable 

faces, those partly censored show the conditions in which the victim’s bodies were found. 

These facts indicate once more, the treatment that mainstream media gives to the victims, 

when considering them body pieces and easily disposable objects, with which they draw the 
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audience attention. Once this stated, one can indicate existent room for further and different 

types of analyses. A useful one could be semiotics, to analyse these photographs and read the 

symbolisms in such material, which would result in fruitful knowledge. Studying the 

meaning-making through these images goes in line as complementary for the results that this 

thesis is exposing.  
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APPENDICES 

 

Table 1 Selected news articles as data for this study 

No. News Article’s Title Original 

Media 

Published 

Date 

1 They found another female corpse in the State of 

Mexico 

Reforma 30.01.2018 

2 Ingrid’s murderer threatens with killing himself Reforma 11.02.2020 

3 State of Mexico: Two more Reforma 29.10.2018 

4 We all are Raquel Reforma 12.11.2019 

5 Checkmate/ The saxophonist Reforma 06.03.2020 

6 They condemn the crime against the activist in Juárez Reforma 20.01.2020 

7 They remember a femicide victim Reforma 31.10.2017 

8 Anita’s murderer is a fugitive since 2014 Reforma 18.07.2018 

9 Girl disappears: they assaulted and murdered her Reforma 02.01.2019 

10 They killed a 12-year-old girl in SLP Reforma 23.10.2019 

11 A minor gets killed in Aguascalientes Reforma 16.01.2020 

12 The murderer frustrates Chuli’s dream Reforma 30.01.2018 

13 They kill another escort in a hotel Reforma 29.12.2017 

14 Ooooother femicide Reforma 09.04.2018 
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15 They denounced three femicides in Naucalpan Reforma 10.12.2019 

16 Mourning for the 56: a history of a State femicide LATFEM 05.03.2018 

17 The alerts that the State did not listen to, the femicide 

of Florencia Romano 

LATFEM 24.12.2020 

18 Paola Tacacho’s femicide in Tucumán was preventable LATFEM 02.11.2020 

19 Four femicides in one month in Jujuy: Amuki never 

more in silence, nevermore 

LATFEM 02.10.2020 

20 Anahí Benitez: The trial on her femicide is surrounded 

by doubts and seems far away from justice 

LATFEM 25.05.2020 

21 On feminist memory of Giuliana, Susana and Nicolás: 

when femicide destroys a family 

LATFEM 30.08.2019 

22 Four femicides and the morbid show LATFEM 16.09.2019 

23 LGBTI+ Community condemns trans-femicide of 

Violeta and they summon to a peaceful manifestation 

Voces 

Feministas 

23.10.2020 

24 Two femicides in Formosa in less than a month  

 

LATFEM 18.09.2018 

 

 


