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Abstract: The Reformation has often been seen as a force which diminished the North-South connections. Even though it certainly was a new obstacle, relations not only continued, but reached
unprecedented levels. When Johan III became the new King of Sweden in 1568, as part of his
foreign policy, he approached the Catholic powers of Southern Europe and among other things, he
proposed formalizing an alliance with Philip H. This episode has been little studied and consequently, it has never been given the importance it really deserves, especially if we consider the
great impact it had at political, military and commercial level. This article uses little known sources
mainly preserved in Simancas and contributes to the improvement our knowledge about the relations existing between the Baltic and the Mediterranean in times of the counter-reformation. As we
demonstrate, the huge Spanish naval projects and necessities reached to the outskirts of the continent, stretching as far as Sweden and even to the remote tar-burning villages of Finland.
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Resumen: A menudo la Reforma se ha visto como una fuerza que deterioró las conexiones NorteSur. Aunque ciertamente resultó un nuevo obstáculo, las relaciones no solo se mantuvieron, sino
que alcanzaron niveles sin precedentes. Cuando Johan III se convirtió en el nuevo rey de Suecia
en 1568, como parte de su política exterior, se acercó a los poderes católicos del sur de Europa y,
entre otras cosas, propuso formalizar una alianza con Felipe II. Este episodio ha sido poco estudiado y consecuentemente, nunca se le ha dado la importancia que realmente merece, especialmente si consideramos el gran impacto que tuvo a nivel político, militar y comercial. Este artículo
emplea

fuentes

poco

conocidas

principalmente

preservadas

en

Simancas

y contribuye

a mejorar

1 This research has been carried out within the framework of the project entitled Apua, liiketoimintaa vai merirosvousta? Laivahylkyjen pelastustoiminta varhaismodernin yrittamisen muotona 1700-luvun Suomeniahdella, financially supported by Suomen Akatemia. The main author of this paper is Research Assistant and PhD student A. Jorge Aguilera Lopez.
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nuestro conocimiento

acerca

del Baltico y el Mediterraneo

en tiempos

de la Contrarreforma.

Como

demostramos, los enormes proyectos y necesidades navales españolas llegaron hasta la periferia del
continente, alcanzado a Suecia e incluso hasta las remotas aldeas productoras de alquitrán de
Finlandia.
Palabras clave: Monarquía

The

North

Hispánica. Suecia. Finlandia. Armada.

Madera.

Suministros navales.

and the South

The Early Modern connections between Scandinavia and Southern Europe have been traditionally
ignored in both Scandinavian and Mediterranean historiographies. The best and in many cases the
only studies concentrating on Sweden's relations with Catholic Europe were written between the
1830s and the 1910s*. More recent studies concerning Sweden’s connections with the Southern
powers during the early Vasa are few’. The Reformation has been generally regarded as a force that
diminished the North-South connections. In addition, the power relations of Denmark, Sweden,
Poland and Russia have dominated the Nordic historiography of the sixteenth century. However, sixteenth-century Sweden, a Protestant land and a distant and peripheral power from the Mediterranean
perspective, was closely connected to Catholic Southern Europe: Spain with its huge naval projects
and its need for timber and supplies for shipbuilding was reflected on the outskirts of the continent,
as far as Sweden and even the remote tar-burning villages of Finland. Spain’s need for naval stores
(timber, tar, hemp, sail cloth) and Sweden’s lack of money, salt and prestige led to a unique kind of
diplomacy and an episode in Spanish-Swedish relations which started during the 1570s and with ups
and downs continued until the end of the century.
This article aims to publicize, contextualize and demonstrate the importance and consequently,
the impact of Spanish-Swedish relations. Johan II influenced to some extent by the counter reformist spirit sought to reconcile the Church of Sweden and Rome (Garstein, 1963), while at the same
time, he proposed to form an alliance both offensive and defensive with Philip II. Although this
reconciliation and alliance were not finally formalized, the relations between both territories were
maintained and increased through growing trade over the following decades. Despite the apparent
«diplomatic failure», the relations between Madrid and Stockholm —barely existing before— were
maintained. Furthermore, both royal courts, respectively, became more conscious and considerate
of each others presence, significance and potential in international strategic concerns.
This became more apparent during the struggle for the Swedish throne was unleashed in the
wake of the death of Johan II. Both foes, the brother and the son of the deceased king, sought to
gain for themselves, or at least neutralize for the other the potential support of Spain. A few decades earlier, when Johan III deposed his brother Erik XIV, the Spanish Monarchy did not play any
role in those events. This recontextualization and study of the consequences and the resulting impact of the aforementioned diplomatic relations beyond the evident political results, links this article

2 The works of Theiner (1838), Emil Hildebrand (1886), Karl Hildebrand (1898) and Biaudet (1907, 1910 and 1912).
3 The most recent studies that to a greater or lesser extent examine the links between
Rivero Rodriguez (2000), Ericson (2004) and Glete (2010).

Sweden

and Spain are: Pi Corrales (1998),

with the approach and methodology used by the New Diplomatic History (Watkins, 2008; Ebben/
Sicking,

2014).

This paper is the result of an investigation that is just beginning, but thanks to the sources
collected

—for

the moment—

mainly

from

the

General

Archive

of Simancas

(AGS)

we

can

offer

detailed answers to some of the many questions that these negotiations and their context offer to
us. In turn, they allow us to propose new theories —such as the «maritime component—, that the
biggest revolt occurred in Finland during the early modern period had. This could lead us to reinterpret part of The Cudgel War (1596-1597), which has traditionally been studied within power
struggles for the throne of Sweden (Ylikangas, 1977/1996; Haavikko, 1996).

The lack of a permanent Atlantic armada

and the need for timber

Since the 1520s, the dominant naval power in the Mediterranean had been the expansionist and
Islamic Ottoman Empire and their pirate allies from the Barbary coast. The unpredictable sailings

of the Ottoman-Turkish fleet generated a continuous state of war and terror among the Mediterranean
coastal populations of the Spanish monarchy. The fear was that the Turks could even invade the
peninsula itself, supported by an uprising of Spain’s unassimilated Muslims, the Moriscos. Emperor
Charles V saw himself, even when his Spanish subjects had criticized his neglect of the enemy in
North Africa, as the champion of Christendom against Islam (Parker, 2019: 266-291). Philip II’s
accession to the throne opened up a new episode in this struggle with Islam. At the beginning of
his reign he suffered two major disasters: the resounding defeat by the Turks at Djerba (Tunisia) in
1560 and the disastrous wreck —due to a storm— of La Herradura (off the coast of Andalusia) in
1562, where not only a significant number of galleys were lost, but also a number of resources
—human and material— that would take years to recover. Nevertheless, Philip I] was convinced
that a powerful armada was essential for the protection of his Mediterranean possessions. An intensive programme of galley construction was established mainly in Barcelona, but also in Naples
and Messina (Aguilera, 2018). The accumulation of victories for the Spanish and their allies reached
its climax at the Battle of Lepanto (1571), where the combined forces of the Christian Holy League
destroyed the Turkish galley fleet. The Ottoman menace was not over, however, as the Turks were
able to recover surprisingly quickly from that set back. Nevertheless, the Spanish-Turkish confrontation began to recede in the late 1570s, both sides agreeing to secretly negotiate a series of truces
that ended up bringing a lasting peace from 1581 onwards. This allowed both contenders to focus
their attention on their non-infidel enemies (Rodriguez-Salgado, 2004).
During the first half of the century, the Spanish monarchy relied on entrepreneurs for the
administration and command of their galley forces. Philip II decided to put under royal control most

of the ships of his growing galley war fleet (Thompson, 2006). In the Atlantic, the Habsburg rulers
had no permanent sailing navy of their own. For naval efforts, they relied on contractors mainly
from their strong maritime focussed territories: The Low Countries and northern Spain. This system
proved to be a weakness in the 1560s and 1570s, when the Dutch revolted and left the ruler with
insufficient sea power to control the shipping lanes of Holland, Zeeland, and Flanders. The development of a Spanish navy did not start on a large scale until the 1580s. Its administration developed into a combination of centralized state administration and a system of long-term contracts
(asientos) with private entrepreneurs who owned and administrated warships and leased them to
the Spanish king (Glete, 2010: 250).
Due to the continuous state of war, the resources of the different territories and kingdoms of
Philip II were not enough to carry out his ambitious naval plans, especially serious being the scarcity
of wood necessary to build and maintain the many fleets and armadas that the first global empire
required. Despite the different protection and reforestation policies, the need for timber was too high
and the cost of shipbuilding greatly increased (Goodman, 1997). The continuous exploitation of the

forests near the great river courses and the coasts of the Iberian Peninsula became seriously evident
from the 1560s onward (Wing, 2015: 65-70), this was particularly dramatic in the surroundings of
Barcelona, where the main galley factory of the monarchy was located. In 1555, Francesc Setanti,
superintendent of the Royal Shipyard of Barcelona, wrote: dn these mountains of Montseny, which
are very close to this city, there is a great abundance of trees for galleys and any other kind of ships
[...], which

at very little cost His Majesty

[...] could give order to extract them

from

the said moun-

tains", Only thirty-four years later, we have a totally different description written about the same area
by Superintendent Antonio de Alzate: «Having finished the trees of the Montseny, which is a forest in
Catalonia four leagues from Blanes, where the galleys were supplied during those years [...], His

Majesty ordered [...] to send to look for trees in all the forests of Catalonia’.
It is not surprising that these words addressed to the President of the Council of Castile in
1582 are attributed to Philip II: «One thing I wish to see done is the conservation of the forests and
their increase, which

is much

needed

[...]; I fear that those who

come

after us will have

much

to

complain of because we leave them depleted; and please God that we do not see it in our time»
(Valladares de Sotomayor, 1790: 7). That is why new sources of supply were sought in the abundant
Nordic forests.
The Low Countries were part of the territories ruled by Philip II and it was from there that
Nordic wood had traditionally been brought to Spain by Netherlandish merchants who served as
intermediaries between the north and the south of Europe. It is from this time that the Scots pine
(Pinus sylvestris) exported from the Baltic and Scandinavia through Flanders was called «pino de
Flandes» (Rodriguez Trobajo, 2008). The Dutch rebels counted on the sympathy and support of both
their coreligionists and the enemies of Spain and the revolt not only opened up a new and extremely
costly warfront, but also cut the flow of this increasing demand for Nordic wood and Baltic trade to
Spain. It is in this context that in the 1570s, following the embassies sent to Rome by the Swedish
king, Johan II, serious contacts between the Spanish and Swedish monarchies began.

The early Vasas and the Sforza inheritance
Johan III was the third Swedish monarch of the new Vasa dynasty. His father Gustav was one of
the leaders who opposed the recognition of Christian I —the brother-in-law of emperor Charles
V— as King of Sweden and the maintenance of the Kalmar Union. In the wake of the Danish invasion of Sweden and the episode known as the Stockholm Bloodbath the Swedish regent, Gustav,
was elected king by the Riksdag in 1523. Due to the refusal of Rome to replace the archbishop of
Uppsala and Sweden’s primate, Gustav Trolle, on account of his loyalty to Denmark, Gustav I
gradually distanced himself from Rome and embraced the ideas of nascent Lutheranism. This led
in the following years to the break with the Roman Catholic Church, and the foundation of the
Swedish Church. Although with tensions, the Reformation was introduced to Sweden with the
support of the new ruling dynasty, which commissioned the commonly known Gustav Vasa Bible
(1541),

a translation

into

Swedish

of the

German

version

made

by Luther

in 1526°.

Gustav

I was

succeeded in 1560 by his eldest son Erik XIV. During his reign the Reformation continued its course,
highlighting the rejection of Calvinism by the Swedish Church (Synod of Stockholm 1565).

4 AGS,

GyM,

leg. 1499, f 59. A report about what is need

in the shipyard of Barcelona. [Barcelona, Aug. 1555].

5 Ibid., leg. 249, f. 241. Antonio de Alzate to Philip Il. Madrid, 22 June 1589.
6 The men behind the translation were Laurentius Andreae and the Petri brothers Olaus and Laurentius. Of them, the Archbishop
of Uppsala Laurentius Petri —the first Lutheran Archbishop of Sweden, appointed by the king in 1531— is regarded as the main
contributor.

Erik carried out an expansionist policy in the Baltic —the Livonian War and the Northern
Seven Years’ War— which not only confronted the other powers in the area, but went against the
interests of the nobility, among whom was the Duke of Finland, his half-brother, Johan, was married
to the Polish Catholic princess, Catherine Jagiellon. The fear of the different conspiracies between
the nobility, made the mentally ill monarch increasingly arbitrary, erratic and violent’, which meant
that in 1568 the nobility dethroned him and granted the throne to the deposed duke of Finland,
Johan, who had been imprisoned by the king’.
The new king sought to end the war with Denmark and signed the Treaty of Stettin (1570)’,
where the Danish king renounced his pretensions to the Swedish throne in exchange for the Swedish
king’s resignation of his claims to some areas of Norway and other territories and recognition of the
Skaneland region as a Danish possession. In addition, Sweden had to pay an important ransom
—150,000 dalers— for Elfsborg (its only exit to the Atlantic) as well as to compensate economically
to the tune of 75,000 dalers to Lubeck. This, along with the continuation of the war against Russia
over the control of Estonia and Ingria, completely emptied Johan II’s coffers. The tensions within
Poland-Lithuania’’ and its designs to control all of Livonia (Estonia included) had been contained due
to the matrimonial ties between both monarchies. However, in 1572, the death without heirs of
Sigismund II Augustus and the election of the French candidate Henry de Valois to the Commonwealth throne left Sweden politically isolated.
For Johan III, the death of his brother-in-law was less a setback than a political and economic
opportunity. As for the political situation, the death of the last male of the Jagiellonian dynasty meant
that Johan and especially his first-born Sigismund —who as established in the marriage agreements
was being raised in Catholicism— could position themselves as future candidates for the throne of
the Commonwealth". In that way he could not only resolve the disputes over Livonia and make his
rival his main ally, but he could also recover the money that the Swedish king had lent to the Polish
king some years before (Roberts, 1968: 259-261). As far as the economic situation was concerned,
Sigismund II Augustus left Catherine and her sisters as heirs of the important Neapolitan inheritance
of Bona Sforza.
The mother
Milan and his wife
Bona had inherited
the patrimony that

of Johan Il's wife was Bona Sforza, daughter of Gian Galeazzo Sforza Duke of
Isabella of Aragon, daughter of Alfonso II King of Naples. Through her mother,
the Duchy of Bari and the Principality of Rossano, in addition to other rents and
she enlarged’’. While his son, Sigismund II Augustus, was already on the Polish

7 One of the highlights was the episode known as the
incarcerated nobles were murdered by the king and his
family, had been charged with conspiracy against the
Dionysius Beurreus, who did not belong to this group,

Sture murders (Swedish: Sturemorden). In Uppsala on 24 May 1567 five
guards. The nobles, among them three members of the influential Sture
king and some had earlier been sentenced to death. Erik’s old tutor
was also killed when he tried to calm the king after the initial murders

(Roberts, 1968: 236-237).
8 AGS, EST, leg. 658, f. 75. Johan Ill to Philip Il. Vadstena, 9 Oct. 1569. Johan
to rebel and dethrone his brother and take the crown for himself.

Ill explained to Philip ll the reasons that forced

him

9 As a consequence of the war, the Danish king closed the Sound in 1565. This inflicted severe damage on the Baltic trade —particularly the grain trade— and affected the stability and economies of Europe, especially in Germany, England, France, and the
Netherlands. It caused disruption in ways that were wholly unanticipated: in the Netherlands, where the unavailability of Baltic grain
resulted in widespread want and higher prices, the Sound closure was one of many factors that triggered the «lconoclastic Fury» of
1566, leading to the revolt against Spain the following year. Nearly all of Europe wanted to see the Danish-Swedish conflict resolved
quickly, and the diplomatic pressure on the two Scandinavian monarchs was accordingly heavy (Lockhart, 2007: 114-115).
10 With the signing of the Union of Lublin in 1569, the dynastic union of the Kingdom
replaced by a real union and an elective monarchy known as the Polish-Lithuanian

1 <The Swedish

of Poland and the Grand Duchy of Lithuania was
Commonwealth or Republic of the Two Nations.

ambassador stated] that there is now no male child of the said lineage, except for the son of the kings of

Sweden. He would beg these lords of the parliament (Sejm) to elect him as king if he were of age, but since he is still a child, he
begs them to choose his father the King of Sweden». AGS, EST, leg. 678, f. 131. Pedro Fajardo to Philip Il. towicz, 5 May 1573.
12 She

bought the County of Rutigliano and the lands of Tergiano, Carpuso

and

Noya

(Rivero Rodríguez,

2000:

271).

throne, in 1556 Bona departed Poland for her estates in Bari. There she lent 430,000 ducats to Philip
II for his wars against France in the hope that the king would appoint her regent of the Kingdom of
Naples (Biaudet, 1907: 338-339). She died on 19 November 1557 in suspicious circumstances, after
signing a will two days before, in which she bequeathed her Italian fiefs to Philip II. She was allegedly
poisoned either at the urging of Philip II or solely by her secretary and favourite nobleman, Gian
Lorenzo Pappacoda. Apparently, he manipulated the terminally ill Bona Sforza to sign a will and then

poisoned her’. Pappacoda did not even bother to give her a proper burial".
Sigismund II Augustus did not recognize the validity of the will and presented an alternative
that turned out to be a forgery. This began a long litigation to recover the entire inheritance of his
mother (Biaudet, 1912: 305-308), as well as the loans made to the Spanish monarch”. Being unresolved on the death of the Polish king, the inheritance was subsequently claimed by Catherine
and her older sisters Sophia and Anna. Following Biaudet’s estimates, Bona Sforza’s total inheritance
—consisting of movable and immovable property and income between Italy and Poland— amounted
to 1,714,380 dalers, corresponding to a third of what the Swedish Queen received. Bona Sforza’s
inheritance almost quadrupled the income of the Swedish crown —which in 1573 was 442,513
dalers— hence claiming the share of his wife was an opportunity that Johan III could not miss.
Following the death without heir of Sophia, widow of the Duke of Brunswick-Lúneburg, in 1575,
the inheritance was divided into two parts. Catherine was now in a better position than her un-

married sister Anna!® not only to claim the debts and rents that were legitimately owed to her”,
but also to claim the Duchy

of Bari (Biaudet,

1907:

511-540).

Johan HI had more than enough reasons to approach the Catholic powers of the South and
that is why, after his accession to the throne, he carried out intense diplomatic activity, this was the
context in which he dispatched Paolo Ferrari to Rome in 1572. Originally from Cremona, Ferrari
belonged to one of the many families of Milanese gentlemen who had followed Bona Sforza to
serve her in Poland. He entered Catherine’s service when she became Duchess of Finland and remained in the service of the kings of Sweden. The Queen was a devout Catholic who had difficulty
practising her faith correctly in the Swedish court, having received communion sub utraque specie
without the consent of the Holy See'®. That is why Ferrari’s public mission was to obtain both an
absolution that absolved her for having taken part in the communion of both kinds of the Eucharist
as well as a papal dispensation that would allow her to continue with this practice (Garstein, 1963:
58-59). On the other hand, the secret instructions he had were to raise the possibility of the Swedish
Church returning to the obedience of Rome. This was linked to the attempt to gain support both
for his claims to the Polish crown’? and especially his claims to the Neapolitan heritage of Bona

13 A lawsuit against Pappacoda was presented, but there was only circumstantial evidence and the trial was never completed.
Subsequently, Pappacoda was invested with the marquisate of Capurso and Triggiano and was granted the title of Castellan of
Bari in 1558.
14 Her remains were taken to Basilica di San Nicola, where her catafalque was left unattended, and her corpse caught fire from
the candles surrounding it. Her charred remains were buried in a simple sarcophagus until 1593, when her daughter Anna ordered that a sumptuous marble tomb be built (Barycz, 1969).
18 The 430,000 ducats that Bona loaned —known as the somme napolitane— was consolidated as a stable rent of around 12,000
ducats annually in addition to the incomes of the customs house in Foggia (Gonzalez Cuerva, 2016: 118).

16 She would marry the Hungarian voivode of Transylvania, Stephen Bathory, and in 1576 they were chosen by the Sejm (parliament)
as new King and Queen
17 AGS,

of the Commonwealth

EST, leg. 676, f. 59 and

18 CODOIN,

due the renunciation of Henry Valois in 1575 after inheriting the French throne.

60. Letters of Catherine Jagiellon and Johan

Cll, p. 454. Juan de Zúñiga to Philip Il, Rome,

Ill to Philip Il. Stockholm, 18 Aug. 1576.

16 Dec. 1573.

19 «Regardless of the particular claims and designs that they [the electors] have here [the Commonwealth], there is a general
design that everyone understands [...], which is that their preservation depends on choosing a Catholic king. For that reason, they
are determined not to admit the King of Sweden, who is a heretic». AGS, EST, leg. 678, f. 131. Pedro Fajardo to Philip Il. towicz, 5
May 1573.

Sforza, which could only be done by approaching Spain”. Ferrari had instructions to pose to the
representatives of the Catholic King the possibility of establishing an alliance or some kind of military agreement between both monarchs, cunningly suggesting how beneficial it would be for
Philip II to count on the powerful Swedish navy regarding the rebellious Netherlands”.

The

Dutch

revolt and the Swedish

armada

The Low Countries, a conglomerate of provinces and cities with a strong tradition of self-rule,
seemed to be on its way to becoming a centralized territorial state and a mere appendage to Spain.
The political situation reached a crisis in 1566 when Philip IPs authority was undermined by a series
of revolts for socio-economic reasons that were soon taken over by a well-armed and
organised Calvinist element supported by their co-religionists in Huguenot areas of France and in
Elizabethan England. Yet there was also resistance among the traditional and mainly Catholic elites
to the centralisation of government in Brussels (Geyl, 1966; Parker, 1977/2002). Philip II tried to
break down the resistance, sending a powerful army under the command of the Duke of Alba, who
carried out a forceful repression that provoked an open armed rebellion led by the Prince of
Orange William of Nassau-Orange and his brothers in 1568. Their armies were initially defeated by
Alba and the Army of Flanders at Jemmingen and Jodoigne (Parker, 1977/2002).
Having been defeated on land, the rebels resorted to fighting at sea. After the peace of
Cateau-Cambrésis (1559) with France, Philip II sold his Netherlandish navy shortly afterwards in
1561 (Sicking, 2004: 358-419). His lack of a permanent armed force at sea became immediately
apparent when in 1568 a successful force of Dutch Calvinist privateers known as the Sea Beggars
was established. They acted alongside the mainstream Dutch rebel forces but outside of their direct
control. They co-operated with French Huguenot and English privateers, and during the years 1568
to 1572 this privateering coalition of privateers cruised from the North Sea to the Azores and
Canaries, and they transformed Western Europe into a war zone where no seafarers, wether Spanish, Dutch, French or neutral were safe if they were Catholic, or were loyal to Philip II, or carried
enemy goods (De Meij, 1972). The attacks were extended to the Caribbean and rumours of a great
Protestant attack against the Iberian and Catholic realms circulated. It became impossible for Philip
II to send men and money by sea to the Netherlands. The Army of Flanders was logistically connected with Spain and Italy through the famous «Spanish Road» over the Alps, in itself this was proof
of Spain’s inability to control the sea route between it and the Netherlands (Glete, 2000: 153-154).
Despite their success at sea, the situation of the rebels was precarious. The Prince of Orange
set about seeking economic and military aid from the Protestant nations and, in that context, he
approached the king of Sweden. In 1571 he sent three representatives to Stockholm to request
warships for the Dutch Rebel cause. The Duke of Alba became aware of this and sent the merchant,
Willem van Wijk, and his agent to boycott such deals. The pressure exerted by Van Wijk had its
effect, since Johan III told Orange’s representatives that the old friendship that bound him to the
king of Spain prevented him from granting their request (Bor, 1621: 246). Faced with this situation,
Orange’s envoys tried secretly to negotiate unofficial aid from Sweden. This was denied due to the
negative reports made by the Swedish emissaries who were sent to the Netherlands, Pontus de la
Gardie and Klaus Bielke, because they considered that the rebels would be defeated soon
(Saenz-Cambra, 2005: 71). The alleged «old friendship» that bound the Swedish king to his Spanish
counterpart apparently did not prevent him from going to the court of Charles IX of France and

20 «The ambassadors of the King of Sweden

have been with me on two occasions and have made great offers to Your Majesty

on behalf of their King, referring to the great friendship of his dynasty and the one of Burgundy».
21 «He [Ferrari] praised the forces of his king at sea and offered them [...] in case
AGS, EST, leg. 923, s. f. Juan de Zúñiga to Philip Il. Rome 24 Feb. 1574.

we

wanted

Ibid.

to relieve the states

of Flanders».

offering the services of his navy should the French wish to use it against Spain (Biaudet, 1907: 301302). After the French refusal, the two Swedish emissaries went to Antwerp, where they offered to
Alba the services of the Swedish navy against the Dutch rebels. Neither Alba nor Philip Il made
any attempt to create a Habsburg navy in the Netherlands”. Alba relied on the forced mobilization
of private ships for war. For that reason and because he was aware of the three-way manoeuvres
carried out by the Swedish monarch —in huge need of money after the peace treaty with

Denmark— he refused the idea. Philip II officially answered Johan III on 20 May 1572 and politely rejected his proposal but thanked him for his friendship (Oernhjelm,

1690: 68-69).

The absence of the Spanish navy allowed the Sea Beggars to blockade Dutch ports to such
an extent that grain and timber shipments from the Baltic were reduced. Food prices rose and this
increased dissatisfaction with Alba’s rule and prepared public opinion for a renewed revolt**. Alba
focused his armed forces on resisting a possible invasion from France, leaving the coastal provinces
of Holland and Zeeland more or less without soldiers. In 1572 this was exploited by the Sea Beggars, who occupied the coastal town of Den Briel (in South Holland). From there, they quickly
began to take control and gained access to numerous cities in the north. The Protestant Dutch sea
forces rapidly switched from privateering to becoming a provisional navy in the struggle for inland
waterways and the coastal regions’. By then, any Habsburg naval power in the Netherlands had
been practically eliminated. The Dutch began to make money for their navy from their control of
the sea routes to the Netherlands. They sold licences to trade with the enemy to their own ships
and to neutral shipping, a source of income that was to be important for the Dutch navy. Philip TI
was slow to react by sending major naval forces from Spain to regain control of the sea in the
north. He was engaged in the great struggle with the Ottomans in the Mediterranean (Williams,
2014) and, apart from the already over-strained escorting fleet for the American trade (Mira, 2002),

he had no permanent Atlantic navy (Glete, 2000: 154-155).
The Duke of Alba was replaced as governor of the Netherlands in 1573 by the experienced
seaman and hero of Lepanto, Luis de Requesens”’. He believed that the only possible way to end
the prohibitive and increasing costs of the war and to defeat the rebels was that <Your Majesty

would become Lord of the Sea»?. Early in 1574 the king began to mobilize a large fleet in northern
Spain through the traditional method of requisitioning armed
the armada into the English Channel in order to gain control
to give financial aid to the Army of Flanders, but the armada
that endeavour did not even set sail because illness struck its
abandoned (Pi, 1983).

merchantmen. The
of both English and
that was assembled
personnel severely

plan was to send
Dutch trade and
in Santander for
and the plan was

22 Part of the explanation for this policy was its intense concentration elsewhere. Alba had won his victories on land and the Flemish
protest movement seemed to have faded away (1567-68). At exactly that moment, the revolt of the Moriscos of the Alpujarras posed
a serious danger to Andalusia, requiring two years and a sizeable military effort for its suppression. Success here provided motive
and moment for Philip to pour his energies into the Holy League that the Pope was assembling against the Ottoman Empire. A momentous campaign culminated in the brilliant victory of Lepanto (1571). The expense of such commitments seriously debilitated the
treasury, and virtually monopolized the energies of Spain’s naval commissariat in the construction and provision of war galleys. Little
wonder that up to 1572, a period during which local resistance movements seemed to have been stifled by the rigorous measures
taken by Alba, the maritime security of the Netherlands did not assume priority (Stradling, 1992: 3-4).
23 «The King of Sweden, like all the princes of Germany, were very attentive to [...] Flanders. Some [princes] wanted things to
happen well, but most wish Your Majesty would lose them [the Dutch provinces]. [...] They are certain that Your Majesty could not
preserve those states if the government does not totally change. The people are desperate, and the many supporters that Your

Majesty has in Germany have been lost on account of the way in which the Duke of Alba has treated the Dutch». AGS, EST, leg.
923, s. f. Juan de Zúñiga to Philip Il. Rome 27 Jan. 1574.
24 «During this time the armada of the enemies has been improving and increasing the number of ships so much
counted up to 108 [vessels]». AGS, EST, leg. 556, s. f Don Fadrique to Philip Il. Haarlem, 10 Apr. 1573.

that someone

25 In 1572 the Duke of Medinaceli was to replace Alba as governor and was sent with an armada that not only had to support the
army of Flanders, but also had to take control of the Dutch coasts. The lack of agreement between the two dukes caused division
between loyalists to the king, and thus he decided to appoint Requesens for the position.
26 Corr. Philippe !l, 1Il, p. 199. Luis de Requesens

to Philip Il. Brussels, 18 Nov. 1574.

The lack of money made it impossible for Requesens to take control of the situation, which
was becoming increasingly critical. At the same time, the king refused to make any concessions concerning religion’’ in the negotiations that Requesens was initiating with the rebels, and without such
concessions, the rebels were unwilling to negotiate their surrender. At the end of 1574 he wrote:
«In the way in which things are, I cannot prepare an armada here because of the lack of ships,
artillery, ammunition, trusted sailors and money, which is the nerve of everything. And if an armada from
Spain that so many times I have requested does not come, not only we will not recover what the enemies

have occupied, but I believe that the rest will be lost...».
In April 1575 the king started planning the formation of another armada in Santander to send
the much-needed aid to Flanders. A smaller and worse prepared armada than originally planned
sailed out on September 25. Both the rushed job in construction as well as the delay in the prep-

arations and the difficult navigation towards the north, not to mention the storms, meant that only
a battered part of the armada arrived at Dunkirk at the beginning of December. Meanwhile by the
end of November that same year, another smaller armada that had been secretly prepared departed
for the Netherlands. Again, storms made the sailing difficult, though it was the mutiny of both sailors and soldiers that forced the armada to turn around and return to Spain. The mutineers, who
were owed several payments, refused to continue because of the fear of being attacked by the Sea
Beggars when they discovered that the purpose of the trip was to send silver to Flanders (Pi, 1988:
41-45). The efforts made by Philip II to send aid from Spain by sea failed miserably. This situation

clearly reflected the incapacity of the Spanish monarchy to sustain with desired success several war
fronts at the same time.
It is in this context that the Swedish proposals of maritime aid began to be seriously considered. Johan III had continued to send ambassadors and agents to both Flanders and especially
to Italy. Given the dynastic and pecuniary circumstances of the Swedish king, the various suitors
who wished to avail themselves of the powerful Swedish armada were reduced to one: Philip II.
Not only did Philip II need this armada”, he was able to pay for it. Moreover, establishing a true
friendship with the Spanish monarch, would bring Johan III closer to both the Habsburgs of
Vienna and to the Polish throne, and above all to the much desired Bona Sforza inheritance.

The Swedish-Spanish

negotiations

The first attempt of Swedish collaboration with the Duke of Alba in 1572 was dismissed. ‘The second attempt came as a result of the Ferrari embassy, which had arrived in Rome at the end of
1573. Spain was much more receptive to the Swedish offers and numerous reports were prepared
in this regard by the Spanish ambassador in Rome, Juan de Zuniga —brother of Luis de Requesens—
as well as other agents, ministers, supporters and debtors of the Catholic King, such as Cardinals
Antoine Perrenot de Granvelle, Alessandro Farnese and Tolomeo Gallio. All of them were suspicious
of the friendly intentions of Johan III and his possible return to obedience to Rome*’. As the
ambassador expressed, his King:

27 «Rather than allow any mad idea in the matter of religion, or concerning the service of God, | prefer to lose all my domains and
a hundred lives, if | had them, because | do not want to be a king of heretics». Philip Il to his half-sister and governor of the
Netherlands Margaret in response of her initial acceptance of an agreement with the rebels in 1566 (Pérez Minguez, 1925: 156).
28 AGS,

EST, leg. 558, f. 58. Luis de Requesens to Philip Il. Brussels, 1574 (in Pi, 1988: 35).
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made for this and are being made every day». AGS, EST, leg. 923, s. f. Juan de Zúñiga to Gregory XIII.

1574.

30 «If he wants to be a Catholic
[Naples], 21 Jan. 1574.

it would

be a major

undertaking,

but I’m not sure about

it». Ibid. Granvelle

to Juan

de Zúñiga.

«Has great fondness for Your Majesty and his things, and that although he is a heretic, he observes
in his kingdom very fair treatment to Catholics and punishes all other ways of heresy outside of the one
he has [...], and he consents that the Queen raises their children in the Catholic faith».

While regarding naval collaboration:
«He told me that there is a lot of trade between that King and the states of Flanders and that
navigation is very short. And that in Sweden there was a large number of ships, and that the King had
in his armada galleons that could fit 1,500 soldiers and much artillery, and that now that he had peace
with the King of Denmark, he had them aground on land, and that between these and other ships the

King could gather more than 60».
Both the perceptive Zúñiga and the rest were aware of the interests that motivated such
statements. Despite this, they admitted that if the promised armada was obtained and with it the
Netherlands could be pacified, the transfer of Bari was achieved at an even cheaper price:
«Then the Cardinal of Como [Tolomeo Gallio] spoke to me and told me that what this [Ferrari] said
was a business of great consideration, and that many other people informed of the things of Sweden,
claimed that the armada that the King had is very large and well prepared. And that although it can be
thought that he makes the proposal to negotiate the issue of Bari, not for that we should stop listening.
Because if we give him the state of Bari in exchange for sending his armada in the service of Your
Majesty to Flanders, and with it (as it’s believed), the problems of those states were fixed, that would

come cheap»”,
To which it should be added that if Philip TI could obtain the services of the Swedish navy,
he would not only gain power, but would put paid to the possibility of England strengthening’?
and the rebels:
«The
some ships.
because he
considers a

Prince of Orange has made great pleas to the King of Sweden to obtain help from him with
And that the King did not want to do it because it seemed unworthy to help a rebel. And
knows that Orange is totally dependent on the Duke of Saxony whom the King of Sweden
great enemy for having helped the King of Denmark against him»**.

Pope Gregory XIII was fully involved in the negotiations®. At the beginning of 1574, he ordered the Polish Jesuit, Stanistaw Warszewicki, to go to Sweden as a representative of both himself
and Philip II. However, in trying to establish official relations with the king of Sweden there was a
small dynastic problem —one which also worried the king’s ministers. The cousin of Philip I,
Christina Dowager Duchess of Lorraine, as daughter and heiress of the deposed Christian I, «she]
pretends against him [Johan III] [...] the Kingdom of Sweden, [and] against the other [Frederik II]
the Kingdom of Denmark». That is why the experienced Granvelle recommended that «it would be
necessary to do some diligence with the duchess of Lorraine [...] so that she would not to be scan-

dalized»*,
The first on-site report prepared by Warszewicki corroborated the assertions of the Swedish
ambassadors.
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31 Ibid. Juan de Zúñiga to Philip Il. Rome, 27 Jan. 1574.
32 |bid. Juan de Zuniga to Philip Il. Rome, 16 Jan. 1574.
33 CODOIN,
34 AGS,

Cll, p. 454. Juan
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16 Dec. 1573.

EST, leg. 923, s. f. Juan de Zúñiga to Philip II. Rome,
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de Zúñiga to Philip Il. Rome, 8 March 1574.
36 Ibid. Granvelle to Juan de Zúñiga. [Naples], 21 Jan. 1574.
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against Russia «they only fight on land». In

addition —like Requesens— he thought that «when His Catholic Majesty is superior at sea, he will
easily put an end to that war, since the resistance of the rebels was founded on their strength at
sea. He encouraged Philip II to ally himself with his Swedish counterpart, because with that, not
only would Philip II save his states and vassals, but he would help the Catholic cause in the North

and, among other benefits, trade with Sweden would increase”.
As Zúñiga admitted in a report addressed to the Pope on the Spanish plans with Sweden,
and in which Zúñiga asked to use his influence and contacts there to facilitate the agreement,

Philip Il wished to obtain the services of the Swedish armada, which should be fully provided with
victuals, supplies, artillery and sailors and put under the command of Requesens. In return, Philip
II would pay the regular salary paid in the region and the maintenance of the ships every month.

With that, Philip II would be very pleased and grateful and he would strengthen trade with Sweden,
which would
Sweden does
for his ships
made about

be very profitable for both countries. In addition, according to Zúñiga, «he King of
not risk anything at all. Actually the opposite, because he will earn the salary paid
that right now cost him money without having the need of them»*. No mention was
Bona Sforza's inheritance. As recorded in the annotations of the Council of State, on

37 Ibid. Stanistaw Warszewicki

to Philip II. Sweden,

20 March

1574.

38 Ibid. Juan de Zúñiga to Gregory XIII. Rome, 9 March 1574.
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Págs. 49-83

the issue of the Swedish armada, «the Bari issue, cannot and should not be dealt with in any way
[...] due

to the particular [desire] of His Majesty».

In autumn, a new report from Warszewicki arrived, explaining that in exchange for «forty very
large ships that were each worth ten of those in Flanders», Johan III asked «that he should be paid
their worth

and

be granted

the Duchy

of Bari and favours

for two

brothers

[...] who

are married

in Flanders (or nearby the region) even if they are heretics»*. In addition, the approval of the
Danish king was required so that the armada could cross his territory. Johan III had written to
Requesens about these requests and had not received an answer. In Zúñiga's opinion the lack of
response from his brother <has been because the conditions are so unreasonable», an opinion
shared by the Polish Jesuit. Warszewicki stated that the Swedish king was very willing to provide
an armada «but he is still firm in the conditions he asks for». While these reports were being discussed, alarming news about the Turks reached Rome «that the Pope is in great fear», because the
Holy See had information about an Ottoman armada of 150 galleys*'. Due to the excessive claims
of Johan III, the intransigence of Philip Il about Bari, and the new Turkish threat, the talks about
collaboration with Sweden ended in stalemate’.
Although Swedish conversations with Spain seemed to stall, quite the opposite seemed to occur
with the Holy See. Warszewicki was succeeded by Laurentius Norvegus (who in Sweden would be
known as Kloster-Lasse). This Norwegian Jesuit, who since 1570 acted clandestinely in his native
country, was chosen by Gregory XIII in 1575 to establish a Jesuit mission in Sweden with the support
of the Swedish sovereigns. The sovereigns agreed to keep their identity and status secret to avoid
inflaming resistance to the liturgical reforms that both the Swedish king and the Pope were planning
(Donnelly, 2004: 332). While Biaudet claimed that the Swedish king overestimated his knowledge in
theology’, Roberts proclaimed the opposite: gohan III was the most learned theologian ever to sit
upon the throne of Sweden» (Roberts, 1968: 277). In any case, the truth is that the king, influenced
to some extent by the Tridentine spiritual and cultural reforms, tried to seek reconciliation between
Lutheranism and Catholicism despite the resistance that he aroused among his subjects. The King
favoured episcopacy, the use of religious art, and a fairly elaborate liturgy. He was behind the Church
Ordinances of 1571, whose vague doctrinal statements he imposed on the Lutheran clergy. In 1572
these were supplemented by the Nova Ordinantia, which encouraged retaining monasteries and
convents, and attributed a larger role to good works in the process of salvation than Martin Luther
would have tolerated. More controversial still was his attempt to overhaul the liturgy in 1577 by issuing what is known as the Red Book, which blended phrases and practices borrowed from the Roman
liturgy with those that had become traditional in Swedish Lutheranism (Donnelly, 2004: 331).
At the same time, Sweden continued its war against Russia over Livonia. Sweden maintained
a tight naval blockade on Narva since 1571, the main Russian commercial port in the Baltic. The

39 Ibid. Matters of the letters of Don Juan de Zúñiga. [1574].
40 They were the Lutheran husbands of two of his sisters: the Count of East Frisia Edzard Il (married to Katarina Vasa) and opposed by his mother and younger brother for control of the county, and Magnus II, deposed Duke of Saxe-Lauenburg (married to
Sophia Vasa) and opposed by his father and younger brother.
41 The Ottoman armada reconquered Tunisia, which had been taken earlier by Don Juan of Austria in 1573. Some consider that
this great Turkish attack was partly the product of the Prince of Orange’s diplomacy, assisted by French Huguenot diplomacy, the
Prince asking Selim Il to open a new front at a time when Spanish resources were scarce (Schmidt, 2001: 103-105). We do not
know the real motives of the Prince in this matter but there is no doubt of the French intentions. The imperial ambassador in
Constantinople, David Ungnad von Sonnegg, reported: «the French ambassador on his return, had negotiated with the Turk [the

Sultan] about the war that his King with the help of the Turkish armada was planning against His Catholic Majesty». AGS, EST, leg.
669, f. 12. Reports of the imperial ambassador to Maximilian

Il. Constantinople, 11 May 1573.

42 |bid., leg. 923, s. f. Juan de Zufiga to Philip Il. Rome, 14 Nov. 1574.
43 «In Sweden at that time, he obviously had the right to be considered a ‘scholar’; compared
Europe, he certainly could not claim that qualification» (Biaudet, 1907: 111).

to the cultivated men

in continental

blockade was proving very damaging

not only to the Hanseatic cities, the Dutch, the French and

the English, but also to the Danes (who ceased to obtain significant revenues from shipping
through the Sound Tolls). In addition, one of Stephen Bathory’s promises when he was elected
King of Poland-Lithuania was to conquer all of Livonia, which increased rivalry between the Poles
and the Swedes“. All this created numerous diplomatic tensions, especially due to merchant ships
that, regardless of where they were from, the Swedes captured*”. Denmark protested by saying that
Narva’s blockade was contrary to what was agreed in Stettin (1571), so Johan II agreed to allow
access to Danish ships (Attman, 1979: 99-106)*°. The lack of economic resources and allies greatly
limited the foreign and military policy of Johan II, which is why his diplomacy continued to work
on establishing an agreement with the Habsburgs and with Rome.
For this purpose, in 1576, a new double embassy was organized to Italy. On the one hand,
Carlo Brancaccio was to go to Naples in order to negotiate about Bari”. The other embassy was
that of the theologian and royal secretary, Petrus Fetch, who died at the beginning of the expedition**
and the man

in Johan IIP's confidence,

the French gentleman

Pontus de la Gardie, «this ambassador

has been general of sea and land of his King, who wants to offer him as a wife a natural daughter
of his [Sofia Gyllenhielm)*. De la Gardie went to Prague, where he met the Emperor. Then he
went to Italy arriving in Rome on April 29, 1577. The reports from Norvegus, as well as the enthusiastic statements of Brancaccio —who was already in Naples— were well received by the Pope
and the Curia. Apparently, De la Gardie made a secret pledge of obedentia to Gregory XIII in the
King's name (Donnelly, 2004: 334). Swedish diplomacy was beginning to bear fruit, because both
the Emperor and the Pope wrote letters addressed to the viceroy of Naples the Marquis de Mondéjar
and to the Sacred Regio Consilio of Naples, a legal body that was addressing the issue of the
Sforza inheritance (Garstein, 1963: 126-129). In addition, it was decided to send the Jesuit, Antonio
Possevino, as a papal legate to Sweden, with the aim of reinforcing Norvegus's mission and strengthening ties between Sweden and the Catholic powers”.

44 «By your former envoy you made most unjust demands of us, even to the point of threats, we learn [...] that you obstinately
persevere in your most unjust proposal. Whereat we cannot sufficiently wonder, seeing that it is not only contrary to the bond of
kindred that is between us, but also to all equity, and what we deserve. For you demand of us the Duchy of Estonia, part of which
we are defending at great cost from the Muscovite tyranny, and part we have even taken from the enemy, and it has nothing to
do with anyone but ourselves». CSP Foreign, May-Dec. 1582, XVI, p. 142. Johan Ill to Stephen |. Uppsala, 8 July 1582.
45 With the captured

goods, the arrears due to the soldiers and

sailors were

paid and the fleet was

restocked.

46 «Concerning an [English] ship called the Ascension, said to have been intercepted by the crews of the King of Sweden’s fleet
[...]. Though we should have no objection to write to the King of Sweden, as you suggested, we are hindered by the following
reasons which lead us to think our letters would not have great weight. Our letters of passage, as they call them, which we gave
to those sailing for Narva, were unable to deliver any others but our own subjects under our treaties from the persecution of the
King of Sweden». CSP Foreign, May-Dec. 1582, XVI, p. 285. Frederick Il to Elizabeth |. Frederiksborg, 30 Aug. 1582.
47 Bari belonged to the Neapolitan aristocracy. Brancaccio’s family had served the kings of Poland at the time of Queen Bona. Carlo
Brancaccio at that time served Anna Jagiellon and it was on her orders that he was in Madrid in 1575, where he met Philip ll and
dealt with Juan de Ovando (president of the Consejo de Hacienda) concerning the Sforza inheritance. Due to disagreements with
Queen Anna, he went to serve the King of Sweden, where he promised to recover the Neapolitan sums in exchange for receiving

4,000 ducats (to discount from the first remittances recovered). AGS, EST, leg. 686, f. 5 bis. Carlos Brancaccio to Philip Il. Ratisbon
[Regensburg], 9 Nov. 1576; Brancaccio did not achieve his goal, because the king still did not change his mind on how to proceed
with Bari’s business. In a letter to Zúñiga he said: «The letter you sent me from Carlo Brancaccio [...] and the papers that came with
it, | have seen them, and there is no need to respond». Philip ll to Juan de Zúñiga. Madrid, 6 Apr. 1577 (in Biaudet, 1912: 314).
48 On 24
wrecked.
supplies
930, s. f.

October 1576, the ship on which they were travelling ran into a terrible storm off the coast of Bornholm and was
No less than thirty-two people perished, including Fetch. Pontus de la Gardie only just escaped with his life. A lot of
and important documents were lost along with 30,000 ducats (Garstein, 1963: 126). AGS, EST, leg. 686, f. 9 and ibid., leg.
Pontus de la Gardie to Philip Il. Rome, 21 Sep. 1577.

49 Ibid., leg. 686, f. 6 bis. Report of what was
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in Naples

and

Rome.

[1577].

50 On his trip to Sweden he was accompanied by two other Jesuits, along with De la Gardie, who joined them later. On the orders
of Johan Ill, they could not present themselves as emissaries of the Pope, so they stopped in Prague where Emperor Rudolf II
and his mother, Maria, widow of Maximilian Il, gave them credentials as imperial representatives and dressed them as courtiers
with swords at their sides (Donnelly, 2004: 335).

De la Gardie went to Naples where he met Brancaccio and tried to find an alternative solution to the Bari affair, but the viceroy only responded with pleasant words and referred him to the

decision of the court of justice, which refused to make a decision due the fact that the evidence
presented was not enough. Simultaneously, De la Gardie held talks with Zuniga and Granvelle as
well as with the viceroy of Naples about establishing an alliance between Sweden and Spain. He
intended to appear before Philip II at the royal court, but he was suddenly ordered to return to
Sweden, so he left the Italian affairs in charge of Emilio Malvezzi’', while he sent different proposals to the Most Catholic King on behalf of his King”.
Johan UI offered between thirty and forty large ships, well-armed and with the necessary
crew for the defence of the states of Philip II, among other things «to make sure those seas for the
merchants’ trade». In that regard, he proposed to establish a trade agreement and make Sweden a
naval and military supplier «to provide him with the necessities of war», since «the Kingdom of
Sweden is very abundant in wood, iron, copper and other necessary things to manufacture and
assemble ships and galleys, His Majesty offers to Your Catholic Majesty that you can order to build
as many ships as you may need»; and the same is said about «artillery and any type of metal [...],
which offers as much as you may need». All this was offered at a reasonable price and with little
inconvenience due to the great abundance of materials and shipbuilders there were in Sweden”.
Another proposal was to form a defensive and offensive alliance between both sovereigns
with a duration of six years, in which —with the approval of both sovereigns— other princes could
join. In addition, the King of Sweden would offer the services of an armada of forty ships (twenty
large and twenty medium and small), all well-armed and equipped with victuals and men that
would be placed at the service of Spain for five months a year (from May to September) and then
they would winter in some suitable port (in the Netherlands). Philip IP's soldiers were allowed to
embark and take artillery and ammunition from the ships to reinforce the fortresses on land (although when the armada returned to Sweden, they artillery should be returned or compensated
for). The Swedish soldiers would be in command of Philip II’s officers and the armada could operate in the seas of Flanders, France, Spain and Africa. To reach this agreement, it was proposed that
in the first year the Catholic King would pay Johan HI 200,000 escudos, which was the calculated
lump-sum payment for the services of the following years that would be mutually agreed with the
arbitration of the Pope. In addition, the salaries of Swedish soldiers and their victuals should be
paid. On the other hand, in the event that the King of Sweden needed military help, the King of
Spain would assist him with twenty well-armed and equipped ships and with his soldiers (who
would be assigned Swedish commanding officers), all paid and maintained by the King of Sweden”.

In another proposal somewhat similar to the previous one, it was clarified that the sum of
not less than 200,000 escudos would made as a deposit that Philip II would deliver to Johan III.
Due to the war with the Russians, the military assistance provided in Flanders would weaken the
Swedish forces, and this might cause neighbouring princes to attack Sweden. The 200,000 escudos
would be used to hire mercenaries should the necessity arise. This other proposal —unlike the
previous ones— suggests a possible solution for the Sforza issue «without judicial process and so
to briefly end the lawsuit», namely to offer «some port and land in West Friesland [...] instead of
the sum of money and the Duchy of Bari and Principality of Rossano, an inheritance which belonged
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AGS, EST, leg. 686, f. 13. Juan de Zúñiga to Philip Il. Rome, 27 Nov. 1577.
52 Ibid., f. 6 bis. Report of what was dealt with by the Swedish

ambassador

53 Ibid., f. 10 and ibid., leg. 930, s. f. Pontus de la Gardie to Philip Il. [1577].
54 |bid., leg. 686, f. 12. Pontus de la Gardie to Philip Il. [1577].
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knows

him well».

to the Serene Queen of Sweden and her children». This solution would also guarantee the success
of the alliance; as Swedish ships could go to the Netherlands «with less suspicion»”.
De la Gardie said that there were many things to deal with and insisted that Philip TI] would
have to send a person to Sweden «who will understand from His Majesty's own mouth things that
will be of great contentment for him»”. The Catholic King, like his ministers, considered the recommendation adequate”. The person chosen for this mission was Captain Francisco de Eraso*, a
military man with a good reputation, with knowledge of the German language and with experience
in the «egion»”. For reasons of space, we will not go into the very interesting details of the embassy and instead we refer readers to the study of Pi Corrales (1998). However, we will briefly
mention the various reasons that caused the mission to fail, as the factors that conditioned and
made impossible the alliance between Philip HI and Johan II have not as yet been fully covered.
There were many elements that influenced the already difficult agreement. The clearest and
most obvious were Philip II’s refusal to deal in any way with the Bari issue (or the Frisian alternative), as well as the high financial demands of Johan III°®. Another key element was religion. Johan
III tried to manage the whole thing secretly”!, which caused the Catholic forces to lose their enthusiasm for the cause, the loss of the King's credibility and thereby raised distrust about his intentions. Simultaneously, Johan III’s various attempts to modify the Swedish liturgy” and his increasing
approach to Rome and the Catholic powers were regarded antagonistically by the Swedish clergy
and the nobility’. The opposition to this policy was led by the King’s younger brother, the ambitious Duke Karl. A fervent Lutheran who sympathized with the Calvinist cause —something that
did not prevent him from trying to enter the service of Philip II or from doing business with
Spain— he had important connections with the German Protestant princes.

55 Ibid., f. 11. Pontus

de la Gardie to Philip Il. [1577].

56 |bid., f. 10. Pontus de la Gardie to Philip Il. [1577].

57 |bid., f. 7. Duke of Alba to Philip Il. [1577].
58 Not to be confused with the royal secretary of the same name who died in 1570. Although we do not have much information
about him, we know that his wife was called Juana de Figueroa. In his correspondence from Sweden he mentions her, asking
Philip Il to assist her financially to compensate for his long absence. In turn, we believe that he is the same captain Francisco de
Eraso who in 1564 participated in the conquest of Pefién de Vélez de la Gomera in 1564 and was the author of a report about it
(ibid., leg. 486, s. f. Peñón de Vélez de la Gomera, 16 Sep. 1564). The chronology fits with what he says in 1590 in the context of
the French religious wars, when he acted as the commissar of some German mercenaries: «the forty years or so that | served

Your Majesty in wars and other commissions». AGS, GyM, leg. 290, f. 309. Francisco de Eraso to Philip Il. Narbonne, 10 Nov. 1590.
59 «Having offered to deal witn the said Serene King of Sweden the business that will be given in this instruction, we have made
your choice to send you to it because we hope that with your good sense and good understanding and with the knowledge you

have of the German language and things of those regions you will succeed in serving in this as it should be». AGS, EST, leg. 686,
f. 14. Philip Il to Francisco

de

Eraso.

Madrid,

28 Jan. 1578.

For the Spanish

monarchy

at that time, Scandinavia

was a

very little

known region that was linked to the affairs of Germany or Flanders.
60 AGS,

EST, leg. 686, ff. 53, 55 and 64. Francisco

de Eraso to Philip Il. Stockholm, 16 Aug. 1578.

61 «His Holiness through some fathers of the Society of Jesus, has news that the King proceeds with good intention in the matter of
religion, although he goes in that direction with much caution and secrecy [disimulación)». Ibid., leg. 930, s. f. Juan de Zúñiga to
Philip Il. Rome, 22 Sep. 1577; «The first thing | mentioned was about the Roman Catholic religion [...], and how necessary it was for
Your Majesty to be now and always a good friend and brother [...]. He thanked me very much, showing great contentment, confessing that finding God gave him so much favour and that he felt regret about not being able to show Him and make Him present in all
his kingdoms. He feared that all his good progress would be spoiled, and that, if the King of Denmark discovered it, it would not take

him even eight days to declare war». Ibid., leg. 686, f. 38. Francisco de Eraso to Philip Il. Stockholm, 23 June 1578.
62 «He has composed Mass here, claiming to be very Catholic; which is in the vernacular language
saints or prayers pro defunctis; and [there is] the sacrament sub utraque specie and other not good
Francisco de Eraso to Philip Il. Stockholm, 9 Dec. 1578.
63 «The

King

has disputes with those who

here are referred to as bishops

and archbishops».

and there are no prayers to
superstitions». Ibid., ff. 76-77.

Ibid.

64 Karl’s royal duchy was organized as a kingdom in miniature. Karl had his court and place of residence at Nyképing, was assisted by
his own bailiffs and secretaries, consulted his own council, negotiated with his own Estates, founded new settlements and took religious
decisions. To protect the economy of his duchy he had no scruples about discriminating against the kingdom (Roberts, 1968: 296-299).

Johan III ascended the throne in 1568 after the success of a nobiliary conspiracy
—supported by different members of the royal family— had ousted King Erik XIV”. Johan not
unnaturally feared that the same thing could happen to him, making him increasingly paranoid
and distrustful®. Reasons for insecurity were not lacking. There was the figure of Gustav Eriksson,
the legitimate son and heir of Erik XIV, who had grown up in exile, and although he was without support and impoverished, there was always the danger that some power could manipulate
him to overthrow Johan®”. However, the most imminent and tangible danger was within his own
kingdom. The French Huguenot, Charles de Mornay —a favourite of Erik XIV who nevertheless
continued in the service of Johan HI— was executed in 1574 after a plot on the king’s life
that had implicated him was discovered. The matter was not fully clarified, but it seems that some
influential nobles along with Duke Karl himself were involved, although they were never

formally accused (Roberts, 1968: 247).
Francisco de Eraso, who arrived in Sweden in May 1578, was initially very well received by
the King®. During his mission, the Spanish ambassador contacted numerous courtiers and relevant
people. One of them was Duke Karl, who was always willing, despite having dealings with
Orange, to put his person, his ships and naval supplies at the service of the Catholic King in exchange for an appropriate sum”. The relations established with one of the King's sister was also
very relevant. Princess Cecilia was the widow of the Margrave of Baden-Rodemachern. She had
converted to Catholicism and declared herself a «very faithful vassal of Philip II’', from whom she
sought his support to ensure the inheritance of her children, who had been dispossessed by her
husband's relatives, as well as to recover some income she had in Luxembourg”. Cecilia —as Eraso
indicates on numerous occasions— was totally in favour of the «Spanish cause» and sent her ships
loaded with naval equipment to Flanders’. Along with Possevino, she became Eraso’s greatest ally
and confidante (and maybe something more)”. Eraso also made contact with the adventurer Anders
Lorichs —also known as Andreas Lorck—, who acted as a diplomat for Johan III. In the past he
had been in the service of the Danish King, but after falling into disgrace, he went to Sweden. His

65 Erik died, poisoned

in prison in February 1577. A failed plot tried to liberate him in 1576 (ibid., 1968: 247-248).

66 «Duke Karl, who wants to marry [Maria] the daughter of Count Palatine (the Elector), with whom

he is engaged. He would like

to go through Denmark, but the King his brother does not allow it, fearing there is an alliance against
Count] [John] Casimir is uncle of the bride and Duke Augustus of Saxony father-in-law of [John] Casimir,
is married to the sister of the King of Denmark. And since Karl is so heretic like all the others mentioned
claim to be this one [Johan Ill] a Catholic king, he suspects they want to take away his kingdom, as he did
whose mother was from the House of Saxony, and all these others [siblings] who are now living are from
Margaret Leijonhufvud], and so he is in great concern about the disunion with his brother». AGS, EST, leg.
de Eraso to Philip Il. Stockholm, 9 Dec. 1578.

him, because Duke [sic,
and this man of Saxony
and all of them together
to his brother King Erik,
a Swedish lady [Queen
686, ff. 76-77. Francisco

67 Two Habsburg candidates were in contention with Johan Ill’s son during the third election of Poland (1586-1589). The exiled
Gustav Eriksson Vasa took refuge in the Emperor’s court and from there he asked Philip Il for aid: «He was determined to come to

Spain at the court of Your Majesty, to your feet and offer himself as a faithful vassal and servant and obey all that Your Majesty commanded

him». Some

proposed

using him to pressure the Swedish

monarch,

because

perhaps

by destabilizing his own

kingdom

he

would abandon his intentions of «winning new a kingdom». Ibid., leg. 695, f. 117. Giuseppe Riva to Philip Il. Prague, 29 Oct. 1588.
68 |bid., leg. 686, f. 38. Francisco de Eraso to Philip Il. Stockholm, 23 June 1578.
69 |n 1575 he offered

himself and

his ships to Philip IL Ibid., leg. 562, ff. 98, 102-108. Offers of Duke

Karl. Antwerp,

May 1575.

70 |bid., leg. 686, ff. 38 and 63. Francisco de Eraso to Philip Il. Stockholm, 23 June and 30 Sep. 1578.
1 |bid., ff. 72 and 73. Princess Cecilia to Philip Il. Stockholm, 15 and 16 Nov. 1578.
72 |bid., ff. 82-84. Francisco de Eraso to Philip Il. Arboga, 22 March 1579.
73 «In having invested more than 60,000 dalers in the three ships, artillery and ammunition that have been sent to Emden in the
service of Your Majesty and the relief of Don John». Ibid., ff. 53, 55 and 64. Francisco de Eraso to Philip Il. Stockholm, 16 Aug. 1578.

74 When

Johan

Ill kept Eraso under a form of house arrest, among

other things he was forbidden visits by Cecilia. Ibid., f. 43.

Francisco de Eraso to Philip Il. Stockholm, 16 July 1579. According to Tegenborg Falkdalen, Cecilia left Sweden in 1579 and returned to Baden, where she met up with Eraso, who was returning to Spain. The widow Margravine gave birth to a girl between
1579 and 1580, who was placed in Lichtenthal Abbey. It is only known about her that the name she took as a nun was Charitas

(2010: 209-210).

resentment against Denmark, along with his excessive ambitions, made him devise unrealizable
plans on the conquest and partition of Denmark between the members of the coalition his was
trying to form. Taking advantage of the Swedish-Danish rivalry, of diplomatic contacts in Poland
and with the help of the influential Jesuits, he tried to obtain support for his plans —which included
Eraso— and went to Flanders, Rome and Spain”. Although Lorichs’s plans was illusory, rumours
about them caused agitation in Denmark and England, as well as among the German princes and
Dutch rebels”. The subsequent annexation of the Portuguese throne by Spain caused fear of
Spanish power and these countries feared for a large-scale «papal conspiracy», so Protestant diplomacy began to mobilize to act accordingly (Lockhart, 2004: 174-189).
At the same time, the lack of financial resources with which to support Eraso’s commission and
buy support for the Spanish cause ended up increasingly isolating him. The Flemish-born royal secretary, Jacobus Typotius, also contributed to boycotting the Spanish influence in Sweden”. Typotius,
although Catholic, was in favour of the Dutch revolt and opposed the Spaniards (Garstein, 1963: 177).
This context and the progressive distancing of Johan III from the Catholic cause”, as well as the absence of a clear response from Madrid to the Swedish proposals (initiated in 1572)”, made the king
regard Eraso as an annoying guest. Soon the monarch became hostile in his actions and words”,
denying Eraso audiences and intercepting his correspondence*'. Eraso considered the mission impossible and the situation unsustainable and asked Philip II for permission to leave’. Things only got
worse when Johan III was informed of Eraso’s supposed intentions, namely to hire 10,000 German
mercenaries and with the help of «his friend the King of Denmark», to conquer Sweden and become
king. As Eraso suspected, «he inventions and lies told by these rebels of Your Majesty? were the
work of the «vassal of the Prince of Orange», secretary Typotius, who had bought the loyalty of
Francisco de Paredes, servant of Eraso, who had sworn and put in writing Eraso’s supposed plans before
the king™. Johan III did not dare to take any direct action against Eraso, but Eraso was constantly

75 AGS,

EST, leg. 686, f. 63. Francisco de Eraso to Philip Il. Stockholm, 30 Sep. 1578.

76 «The Most Serene King of Sweden told me through Pontus de la Gardie that he has very certain news that the Emperor and
Duke Augustus of Saxony, the King of Denmark and the Queen of England are making or have made an alliance to help the

Archduke Matthias and the Prince of Orange, in favour of the rebels of the Netherlands of Your Majesty». Ibid., f. 38. Francisco de
Eraso to Philip Il. Stockholm,
77 Although

23 June 1578.

Eraso initially considered

Typotius a collaborator:

«he is a vassal

of Your Majesty, a native of Diest, who

is secretary

of the King in the Latin language, well fitted with him, he is a skilled man. He has offered with great fidelity to be at the service of
Your Majesty, carrying out his words in actions; Your Majesty owes
Eraso to Philip Il. Stockholm, 23 June 1578.

a favour to him more than | can fulfil». lbid., f. 38. Francisco de

78 By Possevino the King sent a text to the Pope and the Curia where he explained the conditions for the reintroduction of Catholicism into Sweden. The text was finished in March 1578 was entitled Quae Rex Suetiae cupit [ut] to Serenissimo Domino
Nostro obtineantur ut sine perturbatione Suetiae restituatur Religio Catholica. Among the things demanded were to allow mass
to be observed in Swedish, to omit the Saints in the masses, to allow the use of the Communio sub utraque specie, to allow
marriage among the clergy, that confiscations of Church property during the Reformation were to be retained by the present
owners, and so on. It seems that the king believed that his conditions would be accepted (Garstein, 1963: 134-136). Rome, however,
was adamant, which angered the king, who also felt threatened when Possevino pressed him to make public the mission of the

Jesuits in Sweden.
79 «The King had said that | have

been

here for more than a year [...], and that everything was words, and that | wanted

an arma-

da without providing any money». AGS, EST, leg. 686, f. 41. Francisco de Eraso to Philip Il. Stockholm, 28 June 1579.
80 «The King replied [to Cecilia] not to trust the Spaniards, nor to try to be so Spanish, because they are fallacious and they want
rule everywhere». Ibid., f. 79. Francisco de Eraso to Philip Il. Stockholm, 11 Jan. 1579; «The King, who did not receive me as he
used, in everything he dealt with me, he proceeded with anger and enmity instead of as your Majesty's friend and brother». Ibid.,
f. 43. Francisco de Eraso to Philip Il. Stockholm, 16 July 1579.
81 |bid., f. 41. Francisco de Eraso to Philip Il. Stockholm,
82 |bid., ff. 86 and

28 June 1579.

87. Francisco de Eraso to Gabriel de Zayas. Stockholm,

83 |bid., f. 41. Francisco de Eraso to Philip Il. Stockholm,
84 Ibid., f. 43. Francisco de
Eraso. [Stockholm, 1579].

Eraso to Philip Il. Stockholm,

11 and 28 June 1579.

28 June 1579.
16 July 1579;

ibid., ff. 93-94.

Francisco

de

Paredes’s

accusations

against

guarded and isolated, and as he wrote «l am worse than in a very small prison», preventing him from
leaving or receiving visitors, especially visits from Princess Cecilia®. Faced with this situation, Philip
Il authorized Eraso to quietly say goodbye and leave Sweden”.
On the Spanish side, the truces with the Sultan and the succession in Portugal and the subsequent war against the Prior of Crato and his supporters, focused the military and diplomatic efforts of Philip II. The Spanish suspicions about the lack of Swedish sincerity regarding the Catholic
and Spanish cause came to be confirmed with the reports of Possevino and Eraso. Later, Johan HI
again offered his armada to the governors of Flanders and Milan (Rivero Rodriguez, 2000: 270-271),
but the death of Queen Catherine in 1583 caused his claims in Bari to lose strength. The Swedish
need for money ceased to be as pressing as in 1571 and the conquest of Narva by Pontus de la
Gardie (1581) and the reestablishment of its trade*’, improved its relations with the Hansa, Denmark
and England (Attman, 1979: 109-118).
The incorporation of Portugal and its overseas empire into the patrimony of Philip I, allowed
him to greatly expand his Atlantic border and gain access to the resources and talents of a country
focused on the ocean. Philip II also gained a top naval base in Lisbon with its good commercial
relationship with the cities of the Hansa, relations that Philip I] decided to strengthen and incorporate into Castile to curb Dutch trade (Gómez-Centurión, 1986). The rebellion of Flanders and the
increase of privateers and pirates made evident for the monarchy the need for a permanent armada
in the Atlantic (Glete, 1993a: 146-152).

The outcome
from

Sweden,

of diplomacy: increased export of timber and naval stores
Finland

and

Estonia

Although the alliance was not forged, Eraso’s effort did serve to promote trade of naval supplies
from Sweden and the Baltic to Flanders and Spain. We know that Princess Cecilia sent a minimum
of three loaded ships to Flanders during the time that Eraso was there. In turn, efforts were made
to stock up on rigging and sails from Narva", and Eraso appealed to Philip II to take under his
protection Swedish merchants who traded with Spain, who were lamenting the difficulties they
suffered because of the Danes and the Dutch*”. All this, together with the Spanish offensive on the
Atlantic front initiated after the conquest of Portugal, accentuated the relationship —and the dependence— of the Spanish monarchy on timber, iron and other elements available in the Baltic. These
commodities would be essential for the ambitious naval enterprises that the Most Catholic King
would undertake against England.
Cecilia, however, was not the only member of the royal family involved in trade with Spain.
Katarina Vasa's husband, Edzard II Count of East Friesland, from his capital Emden —who for sutvival reasons collaborated with both Spain and the Dutch rebels— sent ships to the Atlantic coast
of the Peninsula that «brought wax, hemp, rigging, tar and other merchandise” or with «imber for
Seville”! with Dutch and Frisian crews but operating «with merchant licence of the Kingdom of

85 Ibid., f. 43. Francisco de Eraso to Philip Il. Stockholm, 16 July 1579.
86 |bid., f. 40. Philip Il to Francisco

de Eraso. El Escorial, 28 June (11 July) 1579.

87 «The King of Sweden has taken Narva from the Muscovites, which is a port in the Duchy of Lithuania, very important for trade
in those seas». Ibid., leg. 688, f. 116. Guillén de San Clemente to Philip Il. Prague, 28 Nov. 1581.

88 |bid., leg. 686, f. 50. Francisco de Eraso to Philip Il. Stockholm, 16 Aug. 1578.
89 |bid., ff. 52, 59, 61 and 62. Francisco de Eraso to Philip Il. Stockholm, 16 Aug. 1578.
90 |bid., GyM,

leg. 283, f. 116. Captain Antonio de Puebla to Philip Il. Baiona

91 Ibid., leg. 289, f. 137, Count of Fuentes to Philip Il. Lisbon, 31 Oct. 1590.

(Pontevedra), 14 Apr. 1590.

Sweden»”. Emden played an important role by being located between the Netherlands and the
Sound. It was there where Johan HI proposed to send the ships that he was going to put at the
service of Philip II «very secretly, by twos and by threes»”, in the same way that they were the first
destination of the ships sent by Cecilia.
On his part, Duke Karl had, for decades, participated with different levels of intensity in his
own maritime trade with Spain and Portugal. Although we do not yet have more details about this
activity”, we have found some information that directly links him”, as well as other operations in
which he could have been involved”. The ships sent by Duke Karl, loaded with naval supplies
from Sweden and Norway, were specifically sent to Lisbon, Sanlúcar, Cadiz and Seville in order to
stock up mainly on salt, spices, wine and fruits, as well as money. It should be noted that in 1590,
Karl sent two large warships, Elefanten and Lejonet, between 1,000-1,500 and 500-1,000 tonnes of
displacement respectively, to Spain loaded with masts and other naval equipment with the intention
of selling their cargo to Philip II, who was rebuilding his armada after the failure of 1588. However,
in the autumn of 1590, Elefanten was shipwrecked near Dartmouth:
«Last Monday, two ships from Emden arrived, which they said they had found in the English
Channel on December 8th, a big hulk flooded and in troubles, and because it was loaded with masts did
not sink. [...] On Thursday another small ship from Texel entered here, stating that the lost hulk was the
property of Duke Karl, brother of the King of Sweden, who had loaded it with masts in Norway to
Sanlúcar and that the people had been saved»”.

It is not known what happened to the other ship, but in the shipyard at Nykoping in 1591
repairs were being made on «great ships», although no more than this appeared in the documentation (Glete, 2010: 369). Johan III also sent ships to Spain to profit from the lucrative naval trade:
«Yesterday [there] arrived at this river [Guadalquivir] one [hulk] of the King of Sweden of 800 tons,
a new ship on its first voyage, which transports 200 trees of all kinds and some of them are very large
and could serve for the new galleons of Your Majesty. Although I have not seen them, judging from the
large size of the hulk, they must be large as well”.

In 1583 Johan II encouraged the burghers of the staple towns to establish joint ventures for
acquiring sturdy ships for the western trade in order to export timber and other naval stores in
exchange for salt, gold and money (Bórman, 1981, 44-45). The destination of these ships was the
Iberian Peninsula”. Furthermore, in 1586 the King intended to send a large convoy of merchant
ships —including 50 Finnish seamen— to Spain. The preparations of this venture, however, are not
documented (Olin, 1927: 21). The King wanted to stimulate foreign trade, including trade organized
by the royal family. In 1585 he transferred a large new fir-built ship, Hálsinge Lejonet (1584, 900
tonnes), to the young Sigismund, the heir to the throne. Sigismund immediately sent it to Lisbon
full of masts, planks and other wooden products to exchange them in trade with almost 900 tonnes

92 |bid., leg. 283, f. 117. Juan

de Cal to Philip Il. Baiona

(Pontevedra), 13 Apr. 1590.

93 Ibid., EST, leg. 686, f. 38. Francisco de Eraso to Philip Il. Stockholm, 23 June 1578.
94 «Karl’s activities as shipbuilder, ship-owner and

international merchant

have not been

investigated» (Glete, 2010: 367).

95 See note 69 above.
96 AGS,

GyM,

leg. 284, ff. 150, 151. Esteban

de Ibarra and Andrés

de Alba to Philip Il. Lisbon, 19 May 1590.

97 |bid., leg. 317, f. 19. Esteban

de Ibarra to Philip II. Lisbon, 11 Jan. 1591.

98 Ibid., leg. 289, f. 170. Duke

of Medina

Sidonia to Philip Il. Sanlúcar, 31 October 1590.

99 Some captains and ships that have been located are: Blasius Nilsson commanding Gripen in 1584; Sven Persson Svart and the
Stjernan in 1584; Soffring Jonsson in 1589-91 commanding two ships owned by Duke Karl; Sdffring Stensson and the Gripen in
1593; Johan Derfelt and a ship named Svanen, Gripen och strutsen in 1593 and the same captain with Bjórnen in 1596-97
(Bjórson/Hafstróm, 1949: 20, 25, 67-68, 74-75).
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of salt in 1585-86. The ship was commanded by Joachim Scheel, later Lord High Admiral of Sweden
(Wrangel, 1938: 92). Johan gave the large Alvkarleby Skeppet (1587-88, at least 1,000 tonnes) to his
loyal High Admiral Klaus Fleming. The ship Ángermanne Kravelen (1583-1584, 300 tonnes) was
probably sold in 1587 to a group of Stockholm burghers, who intended to trade with Spain; and
finally in 1591, his second wife Queen Gunilla Bielke received Alvsborgs Skeppet (1581-82, 600
tonnes) in 1591 (Glete, 2010: 373-374).
By first embargoing and later conquering Narva, Sweden had a powerful tool for regulating
the export of naval stores from Russia to the maritime powers of Europe. The commercial activity
of the different ports of Finland, Estonia and Ingria grew exponentially, coinciding chronologically
with the export peaks of pitch, tar and hemp with the great Hispanic operations against England,
a clear indication of Sweden’s supporting role with Spain (Attman, 1579: 114-130).
The comings and goings of ships from territories dominated by the house of Vasa —and the
Baltic in general— to the realms of the Spanish monarchy increased enormously after the 1580s:
«Here have

entered these days more

than 30 hulks and fluyts from

Osterland

[Baltic Sea; Finland?],

Norway and other maritime lands of Germany»'”’. It is not surprising that the Catholic King’s servants contemplated Swedish ships for potential requisitions for the armada or highlighted Sweden
as one of the places to hire ships'®’. In the same way, Castilian and Portuguese merchants and as
well as foreign merchants residing in Iberian cities, began to include both Sweden and the Baltic
in their routes

and transactions:

«Jerónimo Duarte Ximenes and André Ximenes neighbours of the city of Lisbon who are in charge of the equipment of the carracks that go to East India, we say that in order to supply the aforesaid
carracks in the proper way, we need an amount of masts and others woods and rigging and carrack
stores, which in no case are found in any port or place of Spain. And wanting to bring the necessary

100 |bid., leg. 322, f. 21. Esteban de Ibarra to Philip Il. Lisbon, 29 June 1591.
101 «The ships that might be needed could be obtained in such places as Lubeck, Bremen,
even Danzig, where very good vessels are to be found and easily equipped». CSP Simancas,

de Tassis to Philip Il. Paris, 29 May 1582.

La Armada española de 1588 y la
Contra Armada inglesa de 1589

Págs. 49-83

Hamburg, Denmark, Sweden, and
1580-1586, Ill, p. 379. Juan Bautista

number for twelve carracks or so loaded with the aforesaid things [...] [we ask for] to grant us licence
and send to it to [...] our brothers Fernao Ximenes and the heirs of Rui Nunes [Ximenes] so they can
send us from Danzig or Norway and any other ports and lands to the mentioned city of Lisbon, Sanlúcar

and any other ports of these kingdoms of Castile and Portugal’.
Asientos were established with some of these merchants to bring timber, iron and other supplies to Spain and Portugal’”, or they even offered to bring Baltic supplies at their own risk as a
countermeasure to avoid the embargo of their ships during the King’s armada:
«Guillaume Duel, French merchant neighbour of this city, begs to Your Lordship favour him to
send three hulks of those which are embargoed in the port of Sanlúcar or Cadiz or the town of Lepe and
give them licence so that he can charter and load them with salt so that with God's help they can go to
the Kingdom of Sweden and there [...] they can load all the amount of copper and pitch they can find
and [...] they can bring it to the port of this city»,

However, trade and —as we have previously discussed— navigation in general between the
Baltic and the Iberian Peninsula were full of dangers. The constant and growing problem of piracy
and privateering was the main risk. Pirates infested the entire Atlantic coastline and increasingly
operated close to Philip's territories, as described by the Duke of Medina Sidonia: «Most of the ships
that arrive

here

[Sanlúcar],

have

been

raided

by those

that are in Cape

St. Vincent

and

[Capel]

St.

Mary!”, which are seven large ships and two pataches, [all of them] Englisb»'%,
On the other hand, another territory that was both directly and indirectly involved in this
business was remote Finland. In the economic life of Finland, forests were the principal source of
wealth in general. The manifold uses and benefits of Northern timber for shipbuilding were summarized by Olaus Magnus in 1555 in his Historia de Gentibus Septentrionalibus:
«In the Northern woods there is a very great plenitude of fir-trees, pine-trees, juniper, and larch
trees, and they are as high as high steeples: and therefore those that grow nearest the sea, are made use
of for masts and fore-yards for great ships, and chiefly the pine trees; which by reason of the resin and
pitch in them, are wont to last long against rain, and they will not soon corrupt [...]. The boughs of fir
trees serve for hoops about vessels [...]; fir tree rafters are highly esteemed [...], being strong to last, and
light, and they grow the taller, the more gravelly the ground is they grow upon: but they have slender
bodies, because they are nourished but little by sandy nutriment; from whence that most fat juice which
sends forth resin or pitch seems to proceed» (1658: 150).

By the mid-sixteenth century, Finland had around 300,000 inhabitants (Westerholm, 2002: 124)
and Abo (Turku) the capital about 2,500-3,500 inhabitants (Karonen, 1998: 90). Viborg (Viipuri) had
about 1,200 and Helsingfors (Helsinki) more than 500 inhabitants. Helsinki was not founded until
1550 and its establishment was an expression of the mercantilist policy of Sweden, which desired the

102 AGS,

GyM,

leg. 241, f. 419. Jeronimo

Duarte Ximenes

and André Ximenes

to Philip Il. Lisbon, 29 Nov. 1588; for a similar exam-

ple with the Danish merchant Piet Leo, see: ibid., leg. 396, f. 226. Madrid, 5 Oct. 1592.
103 |bid., leg. 285, f 230. Esteban de Ibarra to Philip Il. Lisbon, 16 June 1590; ibid., leg. 287, f. 177. Esteban de Ibarra to Philip Il.
Lisbon, 4 Aug. 1590; ibid., leg. 317, f 20. Esteban de Ibarra to Philip Il. Lisbon, 19 Jan. 1591; ibid., leg. 345, f. 324. Jan Verhagen
Adriaen Hanse Bomen to Philip Il. [Santander], 1591.

and

104 |bid., leg. 214, f. 13. Guillermo Duel to Duke Medina of Medina Sidonia. [Sanlúcar, 1587]; for similar cases, see ibid., leg. 285, ff.
227 and 228. Esteban de Ibarra to Philip Il. Lisbon, 2 and 9 June 1590; ibid., leg. 317, f 25. Esteban de Ibarra to Philip Il. Lisbon,

26 Jan. 1591.
105 Both

in the Algarve

region of Portugal, the southwestern-most

point of Portugal

and of mainland

Europe.

106 |bid., leg. 289, f. 170. Duke of Medina Sidonia to Philip Il. Sanlucar, 31 October 1590; Ibarra from Lisbon says: «| have loaded in
three carabelones [small caravels] a large part of the things that the supplier Pedroso has asked me for the maintenance of the
armada, but since Thursday | have them without letting go, because | do not know how many caravels have [already] been
plundered from Berlengas [Islands] to Cascais by the boats of enemies all these days. The weather is like summer. As long as it
lasts, | consider it madness to let out of here what is to be sent, unless it be with the intention of giving it to our enemies. Although the value is little, the need of that and the reputation must be esteemed a lot». ibid., leg. 317, f. 19. Esteban de Ibarra to
Philip Il. Lisbon, 11 Jan. 1591.

transference of the transit trade with Russia from Reval (Tallinn) to a port on the Finnish coast. By
1560 it was the third port in the country. Viborg therefore became an outport and entrepót of the
Russian trade. Except for Scandinavian contacts, the Finnish ports were most closely bound to Livonia
and the Wendish ports of the Hansa. As Mead explains, the exports of sixteenth-century Finland may
be summarized as timber and other naval stores (especially tar), agricultural products and live animals,
dried fish and fats, furs and skins. The principal imports fell into two main groups, necessities and
luxuries. The chief necessities were salt and grain to supplement the home crop. Salt was obtained
both from Mediterranean countries and from Lubeck (1940: 406-410). Of the trade of the Ostrobothnian
ports, Olaus Magnus wrote: «They get from Spain and Portugal the best wine and salt; from England,
and Flanders, precious cloth; from Germany much household-stuff of divers sorts; [...] from Sweden
and Gotland, wheat, rye, barley, and all kinds of pulse necessary (1658: 156).
The diplomacy and the subsequent Hispanic-Swedish commercial link had a boosting impact
especially on Finnish long-distance shipping. The 1580s were a decade of increasing export of naval
stores and intensified shipbuilding in Sweden and especially in Finland. For that decade at least
fourteen Finnish ships —a considerable number on the Finnish scale— crossed the Sound. This has
been called the prologue of Finnish long-distance shipping (Kaukiainen, 1993). It was the first boost
to Finnish exports which continued in the following centuries by the so called Spanienfarare (Spanish
travellers) ships sailing with timber to Spain and Portugal in exchange for salt (Múller, 2004). Viborg
in the 1550s was exporting around 30 barrels of tar per year, and that amount increased dramatically, as in the 1580s around 4,000-5,000 barrels were exported per year (Pohjolan-Pirhonen, 1960:
385). In 1584 Helsinki sent the ship Stjernan to bring salt from Spain. Many Finnish towns were
involved in this lucrative trade and sent ships (usually employing captains and pilots of Dutch origin). The volume of shipping was of course in international standards quite modest, but we must
consider that one ship full of salt could secure a year’s need of a town (Olin, 1927: 16-21; B6rman,
1981: 43-46). This early direct trade with Spain of some Finnish towns can be considered something
genuinely new.

The third election
of Ireland

of Poland, the usurpation

of Sweden

and the alternative

At the same time that good commercial relations experienced an unprecedented increase, at the
political level, both Habsburg and Vasa monarchies moved further and further apart. The abandonment of the pro-Catholic policy by the Swedish king along with the confrontations with the PolishLithuanian crown, made Sweden appear to be a hostile power from the perspective of Madrid.
Following the death of King Stephen Bathory in 1586 and the resignation of Queen Anna
Jagiellon to rule as sole monarch, both the Habsburgs and the Vasas competed for election to the
Polish throne (Urjasz-Rascko, 2014). The Vasa candidate was the Catholic son of Johan III, the
crown prince Sigismund, who had the unconditional support of his aunt Queen Anna*”, and who

was in turn her heir!%. For their part, the Habsburgs had four candidates who competed with each

107 «| visited the Queen on behalf of Your Majesty [...]. | have tried to win her faction in favour of the archdukes, but she is pledged
with the Prince of Sweden her nephew, so she does not even want nor can withdraw from the talks she does and has done on his
behalf, and asks that Your Majesty excuse her. She makes such great efforts for her [nephew's] claim and spends so much that at the
point that | write this [letter], he is one of the candidates who is in better position». Ibid. leg. 693, f. 129. Guillén de San Clemente to

Philip Il. Prague, 31 July 1587.
108 «The Prince of Sweden [...], the income and claims he has in the Kingdom of Naples, although they are only half of these and
the other half of the Queen his aunt, she is so old that they will soon be all his [...], because
inherit her». Ibid., leg. 700, f. 37. Guillén de San Clemente to Philip Il. Prague, 19 Jan. 1593.

it is true that after her days

he will

other’, the most prominent being Archduke Ernest —politically and economically supported by
his uncle Philip I'’’— and the ambitious Archduke Maximilian, who in turn was Grand Master of
the Teutonic Order. The Habsburgs in their eagerness to unify their candidacy finally chose to sup-

port Maximilian (Conde Pazos, 2016: 108).
In 1587 the Sejm, under the influence of the Grand Chancellor and Grand Hetman Jan
Zamoyski and the Primate of Poland Stanistaw Karnkowski, chose Sigismund (III). The result
was not recognized by Maximilian and his faction —headed by the Zborowski family— who summoned an alternative assembly who chose Maximilian, who also resorted to weapons to assert his
election. However, they were defeated in the battle of Byczyna (1588), where Maximilian was taken
prisoner. To be released, the Archduke was obliged to recognize the new king and renounce his
claims (agreements he breached once released), while the Emperor also had to recognize
Sigismund III and sign a non-aggression agreement against the Commonwealth (Treaty of Bytom
and Bedzin, 1589).
The agreements reached between Rudolf I and Sigismund III angered Philip If —who considered himself the head of the dynasty— but the Emperor agreed to it without waiting for Philip’s
approval. As a result, Philip II refused to recognize Sigismund III as king and in the relevant documentation he is referred to as «the Swede» or «he Prince of Sweden» and instead, Maximilian is

referred as «Most Serene King»'''. All this clouded the relations of the Spanish monarchy with two
countries on which it was increasingly dependent: Sweden for its naval supplies, and Poland for its
grain supplies. Sigismund III’s efforts to approach the Habsburgs along with his firm and honest
commitment to the Catholic cause eventually reconciled him with Spain. In 1592 Johan III died
and Sigismund III married Anna of Habsburg, grandniece of Philip II. It seemed that a new
Hispanic-Swedish approach could occur (González, 2016: 119-122).
Unfortunately for Sigismund II, at the death of his father he was «trapped» in Poland. The
Commonwealth was a politically disjointed monarchy in which the sovereign had extremely limited

power. On the other hand, Sweden, his hereditary kingdom that he could rule with absolute power'”,
was controlled by his ambitious uncle Duke Karl, who acting as regent and under the guise of service
to the King and the kingdom, undertook actions that were totally contrary to his nephew'!’. However,

109 «There are so many difficulties caused by the pretenders of the House of Austria and so many inconveniences that rise from
it, that since this [letter] was written at the time | signed it, our businesses have been so torn that | fear that the Swede or another
candidate will take the kingdom from us and the Emperor will know how much damage it has been to him not to follow the prudent advice of Your Majesty and to have consented that three brothers and an uncle of the same House compete against each
other». Ibid., leg. 693, f. 129. Guillén de San Clemente to Philip Il. Prague, 31 July 1587.
10 |bid., f. 133. Pedro

Rodríguez to Philip Il. Prague, 31 Aug. 1587.

111 |bid., leg. 694, f. 85. Summary

of Poland’s business. [1588].

12 «<A few times after entering into the government of the kingdom of Poland, King Sigismund, fearing from afar what has happened to him and what he was risking with his absence from his hereditary realms and realizing what a headache it was to be
the head of a republic neither very united nor rich and full of factions and rebellions for who had been born as an absolute king

in the government and with enough faculty to maintain the royal dignity within his kingdoms». Ibid., leg. 614, f. 35. Discourse of the
Admiral of Aragon about the offering that Karl Duke of Sódermanland, Nárke and Vástmanland uncle of the King of Poland and
governor of the kingdoms of Sweden, Gothia and Norway has made to the King Our Lord. Brussels, 27 Aug. 1597.
13 «Although on the outside and by words he has shown himself faithful and obedient to his nephew, by works he has always
done the contrary. Not only has he not maintained those kingdoms in peace, but he has totally disturbed them, mistreating Catholics and introducing heretics. With that, he has forced to leave from that kingdom the few Catholics who were there because he
has granted all the ecclesiastical dignities, temporary governments and positions of the justice councils to men of his religion and

little enthusiasts of the King [Sigismund)». Ibid.
A situation that Giuseppe

Riva had

predicted with tremendous

accuracy a few years

earlier: «In what great danger the said King

Johan has put himself in having the said Prince of Sweden, his son, absent from him and the said son being absent from his father, happening the unexpected
to lose the Kingdom of Sweden
time that the Prince of Sweden is
leg. 696, f. 170. Giuseppe Riva to

death to the said King Johan, as often happens, surely the said Prince of Sweden would come
because the Duke Karl, brother of the said King Johan, has always wanted and waited for this
out of Sweden, for having some chance to take the said Kingdom of Sweden for his own». Ibid.,
Philip Il. [Prague, ca. 1588].

Sigismund nevertheless forced his uncle’s resignation!!*, and managed to recover and increase (briefly) the power he had previously held:
«But from that moment, Duke Karl began to slander the governors and move the people against
them offering to them freedom, changes in the magistrates and offices and relief in their taxes. And with
it and thanks to be there and with the proper authority of the uncle of the King and with the help of
many that he had benefited at the time of his government, he found a way to re-introduce himself. Then
on the pretext of love and fidelity the kingdoms requested the King of Poland to return and rule over
them as their hereditary prince. Knowing [the Duke] that he [the King] could not do it, the next request
of the kingdoms was that the King should give them one of his blood to rule them [...]. The King of
Poland understanding what was happening and needing time to go in person or to remedy it some
other way, he was forced to accept the return of Duke Karl to the government [...]. He experienced little
resistance and not only seized justice as before, but expanded his powers by becoming lord of the
armaments and of the castles and the ports and the navy of those kingdoms. And although he has no
open war against the King of Poland as he says that governs the kingdoms of Sweden, Gothia and
Norway for him and official letters are signed in the name of the King of Poland, he does not obey or
admit anything from him. In fact, he rejects the loyalists to the King of Poland as if they were his enemies.
The King of Poland is carefully trying to plan a way that he could use to recover the loss of his hereditary
kingdoms that are his patrimony and of his children that he has lost due to his absence and for going to
rule the Kingdom of Poland that is elective and will not last him more than during his life»'”,

This situation led Sigismund II to try to do what shortly after the first election King Henry
Valois did, namely abdicate and return to his kingdom. Sigismund III entered into negotiations with
his former rival Ernest —appointed by Philip II governor of the Netherlands— to give him the
Polish crown. His death in 1595, as well as the conscientious boycotting of Archduke Maximilian
—who wanted the crown for himself— meant that Maximilian turned to his enemy Jan Zamoyski
to avoid it, and hence prevented the resignation of Vasa king!"
Sigismund IH, using as pretext to make Philip II godfather of his new-born son, made the
Spanish king send a representative expressly to Poland'!’. The emissary chosen was the Admiral of
Aragon Francisco de Mendoza'**, sent by the new governor of the Netherlands, the Archduke Albert.

114 «Desiring to remedy this, [the King] forced Duke Karl to leave the government of those kingdoms using some statements that
the aforesaid Duke Karl fictitiously had made several times saying he wanted to exonerate himself from that burden [the government], which the King of Poland had deferred for another time [...], but he did not want to delay it anymore, so the King gave his
consent to ‘liberate from the government’ the aforesaid Duke Karl, which did not expect that the King of Poland his nephew
would have the courage to do. And accepting the King of Poland his resignation, he entrusted the government of those kingdoms

to his Supreme Council with which he understood that by then he had freed from Duke Karl his uncle». Ibid., leg. 614, f. 35.
"5 |bid.
6 «Due all to the fact that he wished very much to renounce Poland to the Most Serene Archduke Ernest. The business went so far
forward that he made an authentic renunciation, signed by King Sigismund and sealed with the seal of his coat of arms and it was

given to His Highness [Ernest]. The King of Poland and the aforesaid Most Serene Archduke Ernest wanted to avoid scandals and
to achieve it with security and with the consent of the Kingdom, but news of this came to the Most Serene Archduke Maximilian. He
had claimed that Kingdom [...] and wanted the throne and he made extraordinary efforts to prevent its loss again. Among other
things, he sent a copy of the renunciation to the Grand Chancellor [Jan Zamoyski] who had been the most important supporter for
the election of King Sigismund and the greatest enemy that he himself Archduke Maximilian had. This caused great alternations and
so many dissensions in Poland and particularly between the Grand Chancellor and the King and between those who were in the
election opposed to one another, that King Sigismund was in great trouble. And when this came to the ears of the Archduke Ernest,
he wanted to avoid being King of Poland to prevent causing more harm to King Sigismund for what he [Sigismund] had wanted to
do for him and returned the original renunciation to suppress or cancel it. And with that the King of Poland was able to calm his
subjects, but at the same time the way to return to his hereditary realms was closed)». Ibid.
17 |bid., leg. 703, s. f. Sigismund

III to Philip Il. Warsaw,

10 May 1596 (in Skowron,

2016: 317); ibid., leg. 614, f 36. Archduke

to Philip Il. Brussels, 18 Aug. 1597.
18 The title Almirante de Aragon

was

an honorific one that he held due to his marriage with Marfa Colén

de Cardona.

Albert

Thanks to the Admiral’s detailed reports'!?, we know —among many other things— that Sigismund
II wanted to get help from Philip II to recover his kingdom
his uncle had made to the Spanish monarch.

and wanted to counteract the offers

Duke Karl tried immediately to win the support of Philip Il while trying to fill his coffers. The
Swedish navy’s asset for Flanders was again raised, although this time the main proposal was the
sale of warships along with the supply of whatever naval stores Philip II wanted to dispose of.
Duke Karl sent several loaded ships to the Peninsula in 1595-1596, including one named Bjórnen
that went to Lisbon loaded with planks and other wood and iron bars. This medium-sized ship was
bought by Philip Il for 4,700 ducats (Zettersten, 1890: 359). Another of the ships that sailed to Spain
—under the command of Joachim Scheel— was the largest warship of the Swedish armada, and of
its time, whose capacity Glete has calculated to be around 2,400 tonnes (1993b; 2010: 370). The
huge ship was launched between 1587-88 and was commonly called Makalés (The Matchless),
though it received several names throughout its existence, being called Stora Skeppet (the Great
Ship) between 1594 to 1599. We know that Makalós was one of the ships offered to Spain thanks
to the report of the Swedish agent, Johan de Frennde (Glete, 2010: 370). At present, we do not
have more details of the ships that were offered to the Catholic King.
Duke Karl was afraid that these ships could be used against him by his nephew, so he decided to send them to Spain and to receive money in return. Sigismund II, however, asked Philip
II to ignore his uncle’s offers:
«There are some very good warships and cargo ships in Sweden. And those that the Duke Karl has
and offers to send to Spain with merchandise, are those that he has taken from the King of Poland, who
warned me of it through the nuncio of His Holiness [Germanico Malaspina] [...]. So that, if the aforesaid
ships went to Spain, His Majesty could order them to be arrested and if he wanted to buy them, he

should deal with the King of Poland and not with Duke Karb+”,
Among other matters raised —although not directly by King Sigismund— was the possibility
of transferring the Swedish port of Elfsborg to Philip II, which he could fortify and garrison in exchange for the sum of 200,000 escudos (to be deducted from the somme napolitane). This would
not only serve as a possible solution to the Sforza litigation, but also Sigismund II could recover
Sweden and Philip II would get a naval base from which to control access to the Baltic and use of

the English Channel'”. The Admiral of Aragon prepared a separate report on Elfsborg:
dt is in the Kingdom of Sweden in the province of Vástergótland on the side of the Atlantic Ocean
past the Strait of Denmark commonly called the Sound. It is very capable of containing any armada no
matter how large it could be and it is safe and has a great amount of forest where there are huge amounts
of different kinds of wood necessary to construct all kinds of ships. This port of Elfsborg [...], is very

"9 The different and detailed reports of the Admiral of Aragon —preserved in AGS, EST, leg. 614— are important and allow us to
illustrate the political, economic and social reality of the Commonwealth and the political situation of the entire region. Folio 40 is
entitled: «Relationship made by the Admiral of Aragon of the things of the kings and kingdoms of Poland and provinces adjacent
to it, where he understood during the time he was in those parts, and some things concerning the surrounding kingdoms, by the

trade, friendship or enmity they have with the Kingdom of Poland». [1597]. This is a very valuable document of 31 pages, which we
plan to work on in the future.

120 |bid., f. 35.
121 Elfsborg (also called Alvsborg), was located in modern Gothenburg. It was not the first time that the transfer or use of Elfsborg
was raised. Eraso in his embassy of 1578-1579 said about it: «As for what it is to construct round ships or galleys, Your Majesty
must send [the order] with time, so that the wood is cut, and sending good shipbuilders [maestros daxa] for the construction of

galleys and some caulkers, that for the rest, there are plenty of armourers [...]. The Serene King of Sweden to the western side
[..] controls around five leagues of sea, and in them a very large port called Elfsborg and with a fort, and another [port] above that
is called Nylésse [Nilos], which descend to a large freshwater lake called Vanern [Wener], where there is great comfort to be able
to build as many ships and galleys as Your Majesty will want». Ibid, leg. 686, f 38. Francisco de Eraso to Philip Il. Stockholm, 23

June 1578.

close to the kingdom of Norway and the kingdoms of England and Scotland and the Netherlands and is
not far from France and is easily navigated from there to the kingdoms of Spain and particularly to the
kingdom of Portugal.
On the other side, there is the Strait of the Sound and passing through it you enter the Baltic Sea,
from which they export from Poland, Prussia, Pomerania, Livonia and Muscovy not only grain, but also
all kinds of weapons and ammunition that they carry from the Strait to different regions. The Swedes
greatly value this port of Elfsborg for the convenience of the site and its capacity. In Sweden there are
many very good sailors and an abundance of metals for artillery and an abundance of iron, hemp, pitch,
wood and all other things necessary for the building of the ships and for all the art of sailing. And the
very experts in this field affirm that if the King Our Lord had this port back in 1588 when His Majesty’s
armada went to England, not a single ship would have been lost, because even a bigger one [armada]
could have been sheltered there. And if His Majesty does undertake something against England again,
he should consider using it, because it could be very useful for that and against the Netherlands. It is a
depopulated port, but it has very suitable places to make forts with which to keep and defend it and all
the necessary materials to build and sustain them [...].
If the port is in accordance with the reports that people make and what the navigation charts and
maps show and historians refer to, this is a serious business and we should send some person to exam-

ne
3,122
ine
ib’.

The Admiral of Aragon favoured supporting the cause of King Sigismund III, which he referred to as legitimate, Catholic and emphasized his own kinship with the House of Habsburg and
therefore reminded Philip II that his obligation was to favour the King of Poland, seeing that his
cause was the fair one. By establishing trade with Duke Karl, Philip Il could enrich and legitimize
him, thus hindering the cause of Sigismund TIT and therefore the Catholic cause. Yet, on the other
hand, Mendoza pointed out that Poland had business with the English and the Dutch, which could
justify accepting Duke Karl's offers!'*. Be that as it may, he recommended avoiding «distrusting or
displeasing» the Duke and hence preventing him from allying with the enemies of Spain:
«Because, although he [Duke Karl] will undoubtedly have been tempted, since it is easier for him
to deal with England and with the rebel provinces of the Netherlands because of their neighbourhood,
than with Spain which is much distant and also because of their common heresy. It may be that greed
has moved him to this offering, knowing how much more profit he could get from Spain than from other

parts».
For all these reasons, and although he describes Duke Karl as «a very obstinate heretic with-

out honesty as you can suppose of a man without faith’ and «poor and greedy»'”, he reminds
his reader that this could serve as a precedent when dealing with other heretic princes, for: «according to the dictates of the reasons of state [razén de Estado], it seems unwise to mistrust, because hence may come some harm to Spain from repudiating the offer of the Duke Karl. This offer
would undoubtedly be profitable if it were from a free person and a legitimate lord». Consequently,
he proposes another plan of action:

122 |bid., leg. 614, f. 41. Report of the port of Elfsborg

in the province

of Vástergótland from the kingdom

of Sweden.

[1597].

123 «We need to consider if more trouble than profit might be incurred from settling trade between those northern kingdoms
Spain, where it is undoubtedly (as has been said) that from them can be brought to Spain all the things that the Duke Karl
offered with ease and abundance and at very moderate prices if the English and Dutch do not impede the navigation, as
possible to be believed that they will procure it for the profit they get from getting for themselves this trade and the damage

would do to Spain in taking it away» Ibid., f. 35.
124 Ibid.
125 Ibid., leg. 614, f. 41.

and
has
it is
they

«The King] could offer them to be arbitrator and a good third party between the King of Poland
and the Duke Karl his uncle, to reconcile them. From this we could get some benefits as it would be to
calm these princes arranging things in a way that the Catholic religion could be restored in Sweden or
at least it would open the door to that possibility in the course of time. And the King of Poland and his
uncle would be grateful both with the arrangements made by the King Our Lord or desperate both to
get along with him, which will provide some benefits for the kingdoms of Spain. For if His Majesty had
any control in those northern kingdoms, he would very much insure the navigation to the Indies and
would slow down England and the rebellious provinces of the Netherlands which depend so much on

the trade with these Sarmatic!*° kingdoms!”’».
To date, we do not have information on what both the King and his advisors deliberated on
in this matter. Our opinion is that the death of the monarch in the following year (1598) and the
ascension of young Philip II] and the Duke of Lerma and his faction to power, meant that this
Swedish business faded into the background, so that events occurred in Sweden without Spanish
involvement’. The idea of getting involved on a new front in such a distant scenario was unattractive,
since the mentality of the new administration was to satisfactorily close the numerous fronts where
the monarchy was involved and for this reason they decided to focus their efforts on England and

Flanders by the way of Ireland’”.
Spanish-Irish political contacts and intrigues were not new, as they had already existed since
the reigns of Charles V and of Philip II. However, it was from the spring of 1600 when the most
serious negotiations took place and culminated in the Spanish-Irish alliance against England being
agreed. A Confederation of Irish Catholic nobility, led by Hugh O’Neill, Earl of Tyrone and Red
Hugh O'Donnell, Earl of Tyrconnel, negotiated a treaty of alliance with Philip III’s representatives,
Sergeant Major Fernando de Barrionuevo, Friar Mateo de Oviedo and Captain Martin de La Cerda

at O’Donnell’s fortress of Donegal in April 1600'%. The Catholic nobles offered the throne of Ireland
and their allegiance to Philip III or to a Habsburg prince or princess whom he might nominate. In
return, Spain would help the Irish in their war to expel the English from Ireland. Philip IH’s envoys
argued that the assistance to the Irish confederates was not only a way to repay Elizabeth for the
aid that she provided to the Dutch rebels, but also the Irish incorporation into the monarchy
was necessary for the security of Spanish trade and communications with the Indies and the

Netherlands'*'. This was a very similar statement to the one made about Elfsborg.
De la Cerda left Donegal and returned to Spain, where he reported to the king that he was
in favour of Irish intervention. Apart from the religious, political and strategic considerations
—emphasizing the prospective military gains for Spain— De la Cerda’s memorial also outlined

126 |n his description of Poland, he does not have a great opinion of the elective system of the Commonwealth and how Poland
is governed by a puppet king and its huge, tedious and numerous parliaments. For this reason, he refers to Poland, its provinces
or its system as «Sarmatian». This is a reference to the Persian confederation from Classic Antiquity that was unable to create a
proper state due to their lack of internal unity.

127 |bid., f. 35.
128 |n 1598, after the revolt in Finland, the war known as the War against Sigismund began, when Sigismund Ill commanding a
mercenary army invaded Sweden in order to defeat his uncle. Duke Karl was able to resist and even defeat and capture his
nephew in the Battle of Stangebro. Sigismund Ill returned to Poland and the Riksdag deposed him. He was offered the possibility of

sending his heir —4-year-old Wtadystaw— to Sweden, where he would be educated in the Evangelical faith and Duke Karl would
act as regent during

his minority. Sigismund

Ill’s lack of response

caused

Duke

Karl to be elected the new

King in 1600, although

this was only formalized in 1604 when Sigismund’s younger half-brother Duke Johan formally renounced his rights in favour of his
uncle Karl IX (Lappalainen, 2009).
129 We would like to thank Dr Declan Downey for his invaluable information about Irish affairs at this time. He has selflessly provided us with the documentary and bibliographic information and references derived from his unpublished PhD thesis (1994).
130 AGS,

EST, leg. 840, f. 79. O’Neill and

131 Ibid., leg. 972, s. f. Duke

O’Donnell to Philip Ill. Donegal,

of Sessa to Philip Ill. Rome,

26 Apr. 1600 (in Downey,

19 Apr. 1600 (in Downey,

1994: 117).

1994: 120).

the economic benefits to Spain in having Ireland incorporated into the Spanish monarchy’”.
Among those benefits was the supply of abundant Irish timber for shipbuilding, naval supplies
as well as other Irish raw material (McCracken, 1959). Not only would this cause Elizabeth much
economic damage, since Irish produce would be diverted from England to Spain, but it would
also lessen the dependence of Spain on the more expensive trade in Baltic timber, which was
often disrupted by Dutch and English privateers and pirates in the North Sea and the English
Channel. The Spanish would also regain the valuable monopoly of exporting wines to Ireland,
and would also find a good market for luxury goods and a valuable recruiting ground for sailors
and soldiers (Downey, 1994: 121-123).
Rarely concerned about state affairs, Philip III was quite animated and insistent on this matter
and even offered to use his personal wealth to pay for the military expedition. The royal commitment as well as the expected imminent death of the childless Elizabeth Tudor, led Spain to mobilize
its forces to invade Ireland. Thus, the Council of State prepared the embarkation of 10,000 men, of
whom 6,500 were infantry, 2,500 were marines and 1,500 were naval guardsmen. The Council felt
that since the Irish had defended themselves for so long without foreign aid they would only require the infantry. A full naval complement would be unnecessary. Such thinking proved to be most
unfortunate as events unfolded (Downey, 1994: 123-125).
The Spanish-Irish forces were defeated at Kinsale (1601-02), putting an end to Spanish help
in Ireland. After two more years of attrition the last Irish forces surrendered in 1603, just after the
death of Queen Elizabeth. In the following year, England and Spain agreed to make peace with the
signing of the Treaty of London (1604). The peace with Stuart England along with the peace signed
with France years before (1598), allowed Spain to focus on the reconquest of the Netherlands. After 1609 it became evident that Spain was financially exhausted and the momentum for the reconquest of the rebellious Dutch provinces ended. Philip III sought a truce with the Dutch, and a
period of retrenchment followed. In this context, historiographically called the Pax Hispanica, there
was no room for Swedish enterprises.

Shipbuilding and increased taxation in Finland: The Cudgel War,
a distant consequence of the Spanish armadas?
The Cudgel War (Nuijasota) was the biggest peasant uprising in Finland during the Early Modern
period (1596-97). The insurgents were mostly Finnish peasants from the Bothnia region (Ylikangas,
1977/1996). Modern Finnish historiography regards the uprising in the context of the conflict
between Duke Karl and Sigismund HI (the War against Sigismund, 1598-1599) for the throne of
Sweden. Duke Karl agitated the peasants to revolt against the governor of Finland, the high admiral
and lord high constable, Klaus Fleming, and the rest of the nobility in Finland, who supported

Sigismund III (Haavikko, 1996).
The principal factor and motivation was the widespread discontent among the population due
to bad harvests, high taxation and the years of war with Russia. To this we would like to introduce
a new element to consider: the taxable products for naval stores —for domestic and foreign armadas— and the intense shipbuilding activity carried out during the previous years. What is interesting is that the uprising started in the coastal areas of Osterland (Bothnia), the northern parts of
the Finnish west coast, which were the most important areas for the shipbuilding industry.
Besides exporting naval stores, Sweden had its own naval policy and necessities. Johan II
decentralized the new construction of warships as an integrated part of resource extraction from

132 |bid., leg. 840, f. 80. Martin de la Cerda’s

memorial

and

discourse. 1 July 1600 (in Downey,

1994: 121-124; Silke, 1970: 75-78).
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Supporting the Armadas. Sweden as Spain’s naval subcontractor

Figure 4.
Osterland (Eastland) was the name used for the southern part of Finland. In this detail of Olaus Magnus’s Carta
Marina (ed. 1572), the Gulf of Finland (Mare Finonicum) is shown. Viborg is located in the upper right corner, while the capital
Turku

(Abo) is in the lower left corner.

In the area

of Ostrobothnia

is the hull of a ship and

in Latin Hic fabricatur naves

(Ships

are built here).

peasant society. Ships were built at several yards at the same time, with the intention of making
use of the local labour, provisions, and timber for yielding tax revenue. Johan HI had in fact a
number of different shipbuilding programmes during his reign.
The war against Russia in the 1570s showed that Sweden had an advantage in its control of
the sea lanes of communication, but the warships were not optimized for warfare in the confined
archipelagos and on rivers and lakes. In 1580, Johan initiated a decentralized building programme
for galleys'*’. Between 1584 and 1587 fourteen galleys were completed at (probably) ten different
yards, most of them located in Finland. Ten or eleven more were completed between 1588 and
1590. With the exception of the galley built at Elfsborg, all the other galleys were built in the eastern part of the Swedish realm (Finland), at various yards in the provinces of Nyland, Finland Proper,
Satakunta, and Bothnia. At the same time, several small craft (odjor) were built at these yards,
which underlines the fact that it was an effort to prepare for a war with Russia, even after a truce
had been concluded in 1583. The total number of galleys when the war with Russia resumed in
1590 was at least twenty-three (Glete, 2010: 369-373).
Shipbuilding hit the agrarian and coastal population in Finland hard. Besides the increased

taxes there were unpopular corvées (forced labour or other services in lieu of taxes), which included
among

other things the quartering of seamen

and soldiers. From the 1580s on, various kinds of

133 KA, Registratur, 9, f. 46. Johan Ill to Klaus Fleming. 8 Jan. 1585.
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additional crown taxes were levied on naval items like sailcloth, hemp and tar (Seppdla, 2009:
223)'*, One of the shipyards in that area was the Pedersóre bankstad (Pedersóre moving yard)
operational in 1586. Not much is known about this yard, which had no exact location or specific
name. However, we do know that a major enterprise for building galleys was taking place at the
yard in the mid-1580s. The local bailiff ordered 480 men to take part in the logistics, and 30 of their
horses were also requisitioned. In addition, 60 coastal peasants were employed in the actual shipbuilding. The rest of the 3,000 inhabitants in the area had to pay a tax for acquiring hemp, sailcloth
and for payments to the caulkers and the cordage makers (Akerblom, 1950: 155-157). Other specific
payments were those to acquire sails, tar and to support the fleet Genninghjalp till flottan, pengar
till tjára och segel) or those directly to finance the galleys (galeje och kalpengar) (Orrman, 1986:
153-160, 212-225). Considering that the combination of the small size of the local population, the
shipbuilding, the naval stores and the taxes had a huge impact, the shipbuilding works became a
major burden on the peasantry, thereby generating constant appeals to the king!*, albeit without
any results. Although this happened some years before the Cudgel War, it indicates that the naval
burdens and European naval warfare had their own impact on the later revolt of 1596-1597
(Huhtamies, 2014: 610-611).

Sweden

and Spain before Westphalia

Traditionally, historiography has overlooked the relevance —if not the existence— of this very
interesting episode in Hispanic-Swedish relations. Instead it has generally highlighted almost
exclusively the period from the moment when both monarchies met on opposite sides during the
Thirty Years’ War to the subsequent establishment of greater and more fluid correspondence as a
result of the Peace of Westphalia (1648).
The objective of this research is to highlight and demonstrate the earlier and intense diplomatic and economic activity (partially known) between North and South, Sweden and Spain, and
between the Vasas and the Habsburgs, especially from the perspective of maritime history.
The naval needs of Spain led her to pay attention to the Baltic and to the remote and littleknown Sweden, while similarly and simultaneously, the economic needs of Sweden led her to make
the leap onto the great European political stage. This was the prelude to the subsequent Swedish
imperial expansion in Northern Europe. For both powers, as we have seen, all of these diplomatic,
political and strategic overtures— and both the absence and the existence of agreements— had a
great impact on the development of successive events in different parts of Europe, like in the cases
of Ireland and Finland. The politics and economy of the sixteenth century were already global ones
with the northern outskirts of the continent integrated in it.

Abbreviations
AGS: Archivo General de Simancas (Spain); EST: Estado; GyM: Guerra y Marina; KA: Kansallisarkisto
(Finland); RA: Riksarkivet (Sweden);

leg.: legajo; f. / ff.: folio; s. f.: without folio; CODOIN:

Colección

de Documentos Inéditos para la Historia de España; Corr. Philippe II. Correspondance de Philippe IT
sur les affaires des Pays-Bas, CSP Foreign: Calendar of State Papers, Foreign Series of the Reign of
Elizabeth, CSP Simancas: Calendar of Letters and State Papers, relating to English affairs of the reign
of Elizabeth, preserved principally in the Archives of Simancas, p. / pp.: page.

134 The accounts of the bailiffs, preserved in The National Archives of Finland, show several references to levying additional taxes
in the production of naval stores. They are published in Bidrag till Finlands historia (Hausen, 1917).
135 «Daily from all parts of the realm». RA, Radets handlingar och brev (1131), Radslag och andra handlingar ang. rikets rad (B), 15691583 (IV), Radslag (t). Vadstena, 19 Feb. 1580.

Translation and transcription note
We have decided to translate into English —mainly from Spanish and Italian— extracts from the
documentary sources used in this article. We have adapted their punctuation and spelling to current
orthographic regulations but have tried to maintain the flavour of the original source as much as
possible. Transcription comments have been placed in square brackets [#]; square brackets and
three dots

[...] have

been

placed

in the text content breaks.
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