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Abstract

which the state spatial organization is rearranged 

regions alike. In critical research, urbanization 

politics of urbanization is conceptualized as 

urbanization within the nation state. Following 
the critical realist research traditions, this 

and how these unfold in practice. This dissertation 

situates the politics of urbanization within the 

organization.

through three interlinked research articles. In 

political elites and argues that the politics of 

adaptation. The second research article situates 

spatial hierarchies and their role, for instance, 

the national adaptation to urbanization translates 

As a result, this dissertation offers one 

of urbanization and related state spatial 

for instance, and opens up in questions of local 
adaptation and structural change. The politics 
of urbanization can be read as the process of 

future.
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1 Introduction

societies, landscapes, production and labor, and 

how urbanization can also be seen as an uneven 

unsustainable practices.

and growth of urban populations, sizes and 

1996). These interpretations, however, often 

an apolitical and rather narrow understanding 

attuned social sciences, however, urbanization 

forth varied critical theorizations on the political 
aspects of urbanization. Urbanization has been 

political processes and debates on urbanization 

to the various political processes, struggles and 

state. In other words, I scrutinize the politics of 
urbanization as a distinct political construct 
and as a societal process that proceeds through 

political practices. In this dissertation, I do that 

recognizable constellation, and look into the 

their interpretation.
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I approach the politics of urbanization through 

I construct the politics of urbanization on the 

,

And 
-

in Finland, I will also situate the observations 

for instance. Following the traditions of critical 

various processes and structures. In so doing, this 
dissertation also structures (cf. Giddens 1984) 
and coins the idea for the politics of urbanization 

viewpoints that have relevance for wider political 
debates.

In political traditions in Finland, urban 

role in spatial strategies and in answering urban 

Berg

described as urban politics are nevertheless 
relevant for the politics of urbanization 

 of 
urbanization, its conventions, strategies, actors 
and their strategies. I understand urbanization 
as a political process, and following Palonen 

debates. 
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In this thesis however, I focus on politics 

institutions, political actors and their various 
interests, political struggles, strategies and 

discourses and politics in Finland, the word 

as a political actor with distinct interests and 

The politics of urbanization in Finland are 
approached in three intertwined research papers 

understanding on urbanization prevailing in 

orientation in Finland. As such, paper II shows 
how the politics of urbanization can be seen as 
a production of the future state spatialities. Paper 

relations, and applies the observations of papers I 
and II to show how the prospect of urbanization 
enters the practices and institutions of the state. 

1.1 Structure of the synopsis 

on urbanization and spatial change in Finland 

urbanization. After this, I go through the research 

After the introduction follows a brief 
theoretical section, in which I both situate this 

urbanization as a political process, and introduce 
the theoretical concepts through which I later 

In the theoretical section, I thus scrutinize how 



11

used in the research papers and introduce the 

constructed following the traditions of critical 

political practices in Finland. 

1.2 Finland as a geographical 
context of the study

decades in Finland. In the research papers, I 

urbanization in Finland in recent decades, but 

questions that have been relevant within the 
wider political debates on urbanization and 

political elites. First, it is worthwhile to give 

public discussions on urbanization, and give an 
overview of the current research on urbanization 
in Finland.

1.2.1 Statistical evidence on 
urbanization in Finland

have been grouped according to their size and 

has been rather stable in the recent decades, 

national network of higher education. Those 



12

DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES AND GEOGRAPHY A

cities now than two decades ago. Population 

Statistics Finland, the growth rate in all of Finland 

in Finland. This alleged turning point is, however, 

divergence within the groups. According to the 

1

than half of all population growth focuses on the 

debates, we can also witness in table 1. how the 

across Finland. In fact, the situation between 

changes of recent decades in Finland could thus 

1.2.2 Finnish political debates on 
urbanization and spatial change

illustrated above. In Finnish public discourse, 
it is often noted that urbanization is here 
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professional writings, newspaper articles, and 

on the shares of rural and urban populations 

of a certain kind of urbanization process that 
follows the trends set elsewhere. In these 

The question of ageing populations, 

has been potent fuel for political debates. 

of the regional and local situations are critical. 

sort of constant crisis-speech (see Ahlqvist and 

Table 1.

Population Total
Metropolitan city regions

Mid-sized city regions
Small city regions
Small towns and rural 
regions

Employment rate Metropolitan city regions
Mid-sized city regions
Small city regions
Small towns and rural 
regions

Demographic 
dependency ratio

Metropolitan city regions

Mid-sized city regions
Small city regions
Small towns and rural 
regions
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this case I refer to such political debates in 

out of the declining populations. The concept of 

2 have tried 

local political resistance, for instance, and the 

of urbanization as a global force.

so-called partnership approach, in which the 

state funding for needed infrastructure (see 

decade in Finland, too.
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In brief, one could describe the Finnish 
political debates on spatial change as heated 

that the current political struggles represent 

1.3 Urbanization and spatial 
change in Finland in the 
light of current research

Urbanization and its various consequences 
for the welfare state have been in the focus of 

the tradition of central place hierarchization 

centralizing and redistributive policies (e.g. 

seen as an inevitable process, it is also regarded 

the capital region (e.g. Laakso and Loikkanen 

and urbanization benefits (e.g. Laakso and 
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have looked into the failures of the state to ensure 

of urbanization and counter-urbanization. In 

These phases describe the gradual political 

urbanization, of Finland. These notions are 

of Finland have also been connected to the 
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Finland. The Finnish literatures on urbanization 

the political processes of urbanization and state 

and it is seen as an inevitable process. The 

concerns.

1.4 Research aim and 
research questions
In this dissertation, I construct a theoretical 

are thus:

-

And

approaches in papers I, II and III. This dual 

dissertation, and each of the three research papers 

contributions of the papers for this dissertation 

individual sub-questions. That is, these research 
questions have not been introduced in the original 
research articles as such, but are presented here 

rationalizations:

elites articulate urbanization and rationalize 
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acts of depoliticization and politicization, 

narratives and rationalizations, I have deducted 

of understanding:

based on the successful acts of depoliticization 

narratives tell us about deeper structures of 

through the concepts of  and . 

attaches to national and local questions. Not 

Paper II also answers two distinct sub-questions: 

hierarchies situates the politics of urbanization 
in Finland within the longer traditions of state-

policies. In a broader sense, this shows how the 

to construct the building blocks of the future state 
and its spatialities. 

concerning declining regions:

-
-
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I note in paper III that the rationalizations of 

urbanization-centric institutions shape e.g. the 

cities in this case. I observe how the issues of 

growth of urbanization-centric criteria for state 

declining spaces. 

branches) is perhaps growing or at least resisting 

scalar levels.

Table 2. Summary of the three papers

Paper I 
 
An analysis of ‘global 
closures’ and ‘national 
openings’ in the politics of 
urbanization

Paper II 
 
The spatial hierarchies of a 
networked state: historical 
context and present-day 
imaginaries in Finland

Paper III 
 
The political geographies of 
strategic partnerships: city 
deals and non-deals

Primary 
issues urbanization, structures of 

global closures and national 
openings

Transformation of imaginaries, 
hierarchies and strategies of 
urbanizing Finland

Institutional transformation, 
role of the state, politics of 
politicized spaces

Empirical 
material documents documents policy documents
Collected

Theoretical 
framework

Competitiveness-led state 
spatial transformation

State rescaling and state 
strategies, state spatial 
transformation

Decentralization, city deals, 
centrally orchestrated 
regionalism

Methods Narrative analysis to disclose Spatial imaginaries, historical 
contextualization

Dualistic analysis of 
partnerships

Concepts Opening/closure Spatial hierarchy, spatial 
imaginary

State - local partnerships,  
non-deals

Research  
sub-questions

How is contemporary 
urbanization narrated and 
rationalized by Finnish 

policy documents? 
 
What structures do 
these contemporary 
urbanization narratives and 
rationalizations form, and 
what spatial understandings 
do they include?

How does the politics of 
urbanization manifest in the 
temporal transformation of 
spatial imaginaries? 
 
What roles and meanings are 

spaces within the politics of 
urbanization, and what does 
this reveal about structural 
processes, mechanisms and 
the future?

How are the non-metropolitan 
or waning regions addressed 
within the politics of 
urbanization, and what kinds 
of spatial strategies exist 
considering them? 
 
What institutional 
transformations take place, and 
what is the role of the state, in 
the politics of urbanization?
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2 Urbanization: political 
structures, strategies 
and dynamics 

urbanization. For instance, in this dissertation I 

used when focusing on urbanization-related 

disciplines in which urbanization is approached 

-

literatures looking into the political, and politics 
-

interested in how the political actors interpret and 

local settings and various local political interests. 

-
rationales of urbanization.
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theories that probe the politics and the political 

into how the politics of urbanization unfold. I 
have paid special attention here to how politics 

I have separated this review into three sections, 

on the western-centric structural theories. 

2.1 Physical and triumphant 
urbanization

urbanization and related processes as political, 

of urbanization, evaluate it through the lens of 

to capture how urbanization progresses in 

urbanization is seen as a process in which the 

cities using satellite data (Angel 

on green spaces and agricultural land areas 
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there is a strong tradition of seeing urbanization 

urbanization in recent decades through reducing 

Indeed, urbanization is quite often reduced 

digitized and geocoded historical population data 

pressing than the historic ones. 

the global arena.

apolitical perspective. In total, urbanization 
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also keep up the critical understanding of the role 

processes and actors of urbanization have been 

societal processes, but have paid serious attention 

changes the global landscapes.

2.2 Urbanization as an economic 
and political structure

the political strategies and local conditions. 
I will start with a reading of the literatures 
that look at urbanization with a structuralist 

notes, in how urbanization as a political process 

cities are to be seen as collective workshops 

p. 417).

as the backbone of urbanization-centric growth 

In these theories, urbanization is posited as the 

directed to urban growth projects over social 
needs. The neoliberal urbanization works 
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and its spectacles, penetrating all spheres of 

In related structuralist theorizations, global 

spaces and dictates spatial change through 

either never-ending or questionable.
(outward spread of urban influence) and 

at urbanization and related processes with a 
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place. In other words, urbanization is a general 

political and contested structures and political 

in local variations or conditions either. Such 

also criticized for their lack of respect for local 

, for instance, 

the political rationales and practices are seen 

2.3 City-regions and 
geopolitical strategies

looks into the processes and instances of political 
urbanization on a strategic political level of the 
state. I put together various theorizations on, for 

the general concept of urbanization. In building 

,
which this dissertation draws,

in the special focus of state action, and as the 

a strategic geopolitical process through which 

(see also Brenner 
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states produce reconcentrations of industries, 

state, hence feeding the internationalization of 

growth potential of regions instead of top-down 

which are also visible, , in the case 

1993, 1995) suggests that the state functions 

as the production of new state spatialities 

of decentralization of state power in order to 

been pointed towards the worsening spatial 

that decentralization is in fact linking the state 

regional) spatial scale. Urbanization understood 

state rescaling and role of the state. 

theorized to be losing its power to regions and 
cities, to transnational entities, or to the private 
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restructuring of the institutional architectures 

orchestrated processes in which the state retains 

urbanization as a process through which the state 
loses its power to growing urban centers and their 

, 
,

the shifting of the border between the state and 

and, for instance,

of strategic urbanization of the state to include 
such processes as entrepreneurialization and 

.

political strategies are pointed towards achieving 

rationales. These literatures highlight various 

individual processes, nation states and cities, the 
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seen as a product of (state) strategic, political 

2.4 The urban land nexus 
and economic institutions
After looking into the theories on structures and 

and their coincident waves of urbanization, the 

The third wave of urbanization, Scott 

progress of the post-Fordist cognitive-cultural 

writes: “

values and specialization. These urbanization 

the cities have resisted the various downturns in 



29

urbanization).

of face-to-face contacts (Storper and Venables 

or bring up a “host of other social and political 

and reinforce and restructure the urbanization 

of production. These aspects can be seen as 

the sprawling neighborhoods of the Fordist 

education, cultural and cognitive specialists.

p. 581), but the role of the regional or local 
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cities forging ahead of others and capturing 

and land values,

approached as an abstract variable.

-

affects the local living conditions, traffic, 

the local conditions for growth. Nevertheless, 
political processes are reduced to one institution 

 That 
is, the role of politics is not denied nor even 

in detailing the downsides of urbanization 

political currents on urbanization in a couple of 

In this brief reading, I have brought together 

political urbanization is connected to broad 



31

strategies, institutions and the role of the state 
are developing in relation to these structures and 

I have reviewed how urbanization and urban 
growth can be seen as the result of certain 

, for instance, 

for developing the politics of urbanization as a 
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3 Methodological 
foundations of the research

and theorizations on urbanization. I witness 
how urbanization and its political nature has 

- , for 
instance. Nevertheless, I recognize a gap in these 

as a pivotal societal process, and participate 
in (re)producing the structural processes of 

on local political conditions and looks at the 

the politics of urbanization unfold in practice 
in Finland.

I approach the politics of urbanization not 

-

is to separate the transitive and intransitive 

objects and processes, and theories and resources 

-

,

-

the politics of urbanization, I do not regard 
urbanization as a coincidental trend or an 

participate in. I see urbanization being both a 

that requires political reactions and national 
adaptation, and related policies.



33

Picture 1. Methodological framework of analysis. Political structures, mechanisms and events and their causal 

-

-

of urbanization. I retain a fallibilistic stance 
-

of politics. Structures here refer to political, 

engage political processes, interpretations and 
possibilities in the politics of urbanization. 

understanding and interpreting urbanization 

to the political discussions. These structures 

-
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-

processes. In the individual research articles, I 

have thus ordered and structured the research 

3.1 Methods and key concepts

and concepts utilized in each paper, and elaborate 

this dissertation. I focus on those concepts that 
I have developed in the research articles, while 
a range of other theoretical concepts cited and 

upon in section two. In each research paper, 

in order to disclose certain issues related to the 

3.1.1 Narratives of opening and closure, 
depoliticization and politicization

discursive speech-acts, and discard the other, 

in this dissertation seen as an action towards 

, 
,

universal structures. Politicization on the other 
hand suggests action that brings forth new or 

within the politics of urbanization. 
In paper I, I call the depoliticization/

narratives, I refer to speech acts, within which 

of both depoliticization and politicization. I 
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-
patterns of depoliticization and politicization 
within the politics of urbanization in Finland.

 in paper I. That is, certain issues and 
notions over urbanization have been closed 

politics of urbanization in Finland, but details 

to urbanization and related topics, but seeks to 

3.1.2 Spatial imaginaries and hierarchies
In paper II, I used concepts such as spatial 

current status of the politics of urbanization 

selectivities and depoliticization. According to 

are utilized as tools in political processes through 

and their consolidation into distinct political 

the politics of urbanization.

abstract, non-institutionalized notions of a 

the depoliticized understandings and renderings 

putative features and potentials to grow and be 

logics and the rationalizations within these spatial 
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producing the hierarchies, but also as guiding 
political processes to sustain and acknowledge 
these hierarchies in practice. Through this, the 

the politics of urbanization.

3.1.3 Partnerships and non-deals through 
the eyes of the opposing parties

approach of the state of Finland in regional 

opposing parties within these partnerships. I 

partnerships on one hand, and to the actions 

opening unfold in the partnership practices and 

point at the situations in which the state and local 
partners are unable to actualize (growth) deals 

to do so. A non-deal thus illustrates a situation 

the perspective of regional actors, a non-deal is 

paper III, I point out how the urbanizing state 

or non-growing places leading up to non-deals. 
The concept of the non-deal could also, however, 

role of the state, and on urbanization of certain 
political institutions. The concept of the non-deal 

in this dissertation over the closures/openings 
and spatial hierarchies. Together these concepts 

3.2 Research materials

-

processes and events within urbanization.

3.2.1 Interviews

three papers. The interviews were collected in 
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of the so-called political elite in Finland. The 

sector representatives (e.g. banks, construction 

organizations. The interviewees were chosen to 
represent various sides and viewpoints on the 
politics of urbanization in Finland, as well as 

as political languages and practices around 

factor. The point of this rather general discussion 

and interpretations of urbanization and various 

interviews were transcribed and then coded 

interviews varied between papers I and II. In 

and related political issues and debates, whereas 

The second set of interviews targeted 12 

procedures. I interviewed (1) representatives of 

the two opposing parties within the so-called 
partnership procedure between the state and 

Topics discussed with these interviewees focus 

of the other counterpart. The interviewees also 

strategies, strategic interests of the state and the 

cities. These interviews were conducted and 

actors.

3.2.2 Policy and planning documents

in papers I and III. In paper II, the focus shifts 

a ranged set of search words. The historical 

as (perhaps indirect) declarations of political 
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different aspects of urbanization, and give 

constellation of urbanization spanning such 

to urban issues and future visions.
In paper II, present-

nevertheless discloses a rather different 

within the future visions and spatial strategies. 

the strategic status of the regional cities, and the 

-

understand the practices of the rather obscure 
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4 Summary of the 

research articles

4.1 Closures and openings

and structures of the politics of urbanization in 

-

general rationalizations and so-called narratives 

kinds of issues and viewpoints in general are 
being depoliticized, and what politicized, within 

-

urban centers as the productive engines of the 

interviewees depict urbanization as a general 

also noting the challenges urbanization causes 

what has happened or is happening elsewhere, 
will happen or is happening also in Finland. 

reverse its overall progress. The urbanization 

of thinking in which politics align to reproduce 

that Finland cannot reverse or resist the overall 
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housing, sustainable practices) and qualitative 

These three notions of urbanization being 

depoliticized in the politics of urbanization in 
Finland. Not all interviewees share all these 

understandings, and give structure to the politics 
of urbanization in Finland.

-

-

-
-

, 

-
tion while for the others it suggests a need for 

understanding, the interviewees thus politicize 

undated or threatened), policies and strategies. The 

that Finland as a state has failed, or is failing in 

political struggles over the national urbanization 

to understand that these general structures also 
have a spatial nature. Indeed, I also answer the 

paper I:

scalar orientation between the closure and the 

relies on a rationalization of urbanization 

argue how through urbanization, or urbanizing 

global nature of the process translates into an 

prospects of urbanization in other countries. To 

As an opposite, the openings are seen 
as national or local deductions of the global 

or national questions, is drawn to the political 
debates. This scalar orientation also has other, 

Spaces that are seen as antithesis to this or 
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hindering the process of urbanization are 

This global-closed/national-

the politics of urbanization. This structure 

developing, or either sustaining the (national) 

processes of urbanization. The closure/opening 

of urbanization. This structure of global closure 
and national openings have however clear-
cut repercussions in the practices of regional 

, for instance. In papers II and III, I 

local relations and in the state practices of dealing 
with the non-growing regions.

4.2 Imaginaries and hierarchies

I in order to put the current political rationales and 

I show how urbanization, and supposed 
urbanization capabilities of certain spaces now 

distinct research sub-questions:

-

reducing regional disparities and creating regional, 

as there are contradicting political viewpoints, 
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and reactions to these processes. Urbanization 

itself, and for other regions losing populations 

production. The regional and national centers 

rural centers were illustrated as serving a given 

be located in the contours of these gradual spatial 

allocated. As urbanization is now interpreted as a 

support the process of urbanization and national 

roles in the spatial hierarchies, as the role 

Finland.

role, which is not, however, as clear as is the case 
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distinct role is allocated in the interviews for 

kind of service centers, which serve the local 

the interviewees that these places do not have the 

the structural aspects within the politics of 

-

in all spatial political struggles and policies. 

with other spatial political phases with their 

thus describes how the politics of urbanization 

the general societal process in which the state and 

As described above, the spatial hierarchical 

the production of, the building blocks of the 

dispersed Fordist welfare state. Likewise, the 

seen as processes in which the spatial structures 
of a (post-)post-Fordist, or knowledge-based 

4.3 Partnerships and institutions
I note in paper I how in the politics of urbaniza-

to be pointed towards such issues as national 
adaptation, spatial strategies and crisis-speech 
over the declining regions. I argue in paper II 
how the patterns of the opening and the clo-

-

-

the state, and the so-called left-behind regions 

-

-
-

sues are faced (or not faced).

of the state - local partnerships as a tool to disclose 
how the relations of the state of Finland and its 

cities with their own established network, as 
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role in spatial strategies are dealt with within 

practice.

The representatives of the regional cities in 

the partnership procedures are rather vague and 

of the regional cities the partnership process 

support. The real equal partnership with the state 
is, however,

nurturing the so-called strategic interests of the 

procedures with the regional cities network are 

Under the partnership rhetoric thus lies a 
rather clear-

spatial practices, but also describe the (lack of) 

Through categorization of the regional cities 

there are no national political conclusions or 

of urbanization in general translates as struggles 
over creation of the (post-)post-Fordist Finland, 

or knowledge-based urban future, and related 
questions such as education and innovation 

on the fate of industrial, so-called left-behind 
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no longer dictates the processes of regional 

places where considered adequate (see e.g. Paasi 

outside or on top of the regions, which are now 

cities turns into so-called no-deals, constant 
search for things to agree upon in a situation in 
which the state strategic interests do not leave 

the approach the state utilizes with the regions.
This clear-cut state orchestration and the 

The strategic interests of the state as a concept 

The interests of the state and regions are argued 

which can be found through the partnership 
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5 The politics of urbanization

question of 

. In the research papers, I 

traditions, I look into the politics of urbanization 

towards such indirect observations, I propose 
the following structural factors and subsequent 

urbanization in Finland.

of thinking and designing of spatial political 
strategies within the politics of urbanization. 
Finland, in this case, being tied to the global 

national questions of channeling and developing 

as the closure and the opening within the 

The opening up of local questions in contrast 

of urbanization.
The second observed structural aspect is 

and hierarchization. This hierarchization 

organization. As the politics of urbanization in 

spatial organization of the future, distinct places, 

features as part of the perceived proper urban 
state. This hierarchization of the state space is not 

of the state spaces have been taken place before. 
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instance, require certain spatial strategies and 
selective spatial policies and therefore structurize 
the politics of urbanization in Finland. 

openings and deliberation on the concrete goals 

idea of change is depoliticized, but the concrete 

actors agree that urbanization is an inevitable and 

which urbanization in Finland should be 

politics of urbanization, and are evident in the 

the dealings of the state and the regional cities, 

spatial organization of the future is constructed 

intertwined observations on the structures and 

factors within the politics of urbanization in 

is seen as political in urbanization in Finland: 

of urbanization as well as its national and 
local hierarchical adaptations have a profound 

political elites share depoliticized understanding 

dissertation asks 
. The three individual 

unfold in practice in Finland, and outline how the 
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urbanization (growth of cities, infrastructure, 

dissertation. The political elites often understand 

-

-

paralleling urbanization with cities, growth and 

at the core of the politics of urbanization.
Second, biopolitics or questions about 

individual and place-specific capabilities, 

at the core of the politics of urbanization and 

Picture 2. The politics of urbanization framework.
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in the scope of this dissertation have appeared 
as crucial questions within the politics of 
urbanization.

Third, the various state strategies and, for 

events and policies, however, are at the core 

an interesting question for future research.

in paper III, I argued how the role of the state 

of urbanization.

urbanization strategies and is a growing arena 
-

haps not the actual driving force of urbaniza-

-
-

-

less visible or confusing in these discussions.

urbanization.

national, hierarchical deductions. In other words, 

interviewed political elites in which urbanization 

and interests. In other words, urbanization is at 

proper adaptation.
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dissertation repeat that the state needs to focus on 

questions and related policies are indeed vital 

or inclusive visions. This is evident in how 

proper adaptation, repeat fears over the future 

future of welfare services, for instance. In other 

rapid structural change. The various urbanization 
strategies and goals in this regard appear as partial 

be no plan for what to do in this regard with the 
places that do not grow, or that are otherwise 

intensive and growing urban centers, and how to 

interviewees argue to be critical.
-
-

-
-

-

-

-

solutions, but this dissertation shows how the 

unsustainable status-quo.
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APPENDIX I: Analyzed policy documents

Publication Publisher Date of 
publication

Theme

Regional Cities Programme – Independent 
development and multilateral partnerships

Ministry of Finance Regional cities 
development initiatives

Final report of the parliamentary working 
group on sparsely populated areas

Ministry of Agriculture and 
Forestry

Rural development

Pioneering towards sustainable growth: 
and Employment

Urban development

From transformation to new growth: 
Futures Review of the Ministry of and Employment

Futures review

Agenda for sustainable growth
and Employment

Sustainable growth

Innovation policy to renew the economy 
and society and Employment

Innovations and economy

and Employment on the Finnish labour 
market

and Employment
Labour market

Regional Economic Prospects in Autumn 
and Employment

Regional economics

Building sustainable living environments 

the Environment

Ministry of the Environment Futures review

Municipalities at a turning point? 
Information on the situation of 

Ministry of Finance Local government and 
economic development

Participatory and competent Finland. The 
governmental program of Prime Minister 

Governmental program

Implementation Programme of the 
and Employment

Regional cities’ 
development

Population trends in the Helsinki region 
and problems related to them

Population developments, 
city growth

The functional system of centers and 
areas in Finland

National network of 
central places

National network of 
central places

An attempt to simulate an optimal network 
of central places in Finland

National network of 
central places
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APPENDIX II: Semi-structured interview themes 
and questions (translated from Finnish)

Interview bundle 1. 

1. Urbanization in general

2. Urbanization and the future
-

-

-

3. Urbanization and the economy
- Describe the possible link between the 

4. Urbanization and climate change
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5. Helsinki metropolitan region Interview bundle 2; the Mayors.
 
1. The regional cities

there are within the regional cities as a 

- Should the group and its operations be 

2. The partnership policy

3. The state
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1. The partnerships

partnerships

in the interaction between the state and the 

in the interaction between the state and other 

in the interaction between the state and the 


