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1. Introduction
In digital games—as in �lms, television, theater, historical novels etc—history and historical �gures are

utilized for entertainment, pro�t and the enhancement of shareholder value in �ctional narratives that

partially or entirely �ctionalize the past. As Jerome de Groot has noted, this further seeps into everyday

life in the importance that World War II plays in the public life in Great Britain, the ‘Dunkirk’ or

‘Blitz’ spirit as an integral part of the British identity, invoked in both public discourse and by

politicians, journalist and media; but relying on folk myths and the language of �lm and television to

conjure the image of a heroic past. According to de Groot, history has been commodi�ed regardless of

the actions of historians who need to understand the mechanics of popular engagement, which

underpins the phenomenon. As history is reshaped into an entertainment product and is �ltered

through the subjective lens of medium, and subjugated by the constraints and framings of said

medium, its essence is irrevocably changed to a product to be sold—regardless of whether said product

might exhibit a self-awareness of its own subjectivity.1

At the same time, de Groot and Adam Chapman note that public interest in history shows no sign of

decline. And why wouldn’t the public be interested and invested in the past when, as Simon During has

pointed out, the present is saturated by it? Peter Aronsson de�nes history as all the existing parts of the2

past, the remnants and the study of said past, as well as the products which refer to the past. In3

contemporary culture, history is both institutionalized and commodi�ed, the two processes feeding on

each other; e.g. historians and museums might provide the raw material utilized by industry, which in

turn as a by-product might spark interest in the limited historical aspects of the product.

de Groot sees the issue di�erently and notes that “Historical �ction may not be Public History, but is

not History.” But works of historical �ction (a paradox and contradiction in itself) are for the most part

perceived as historical or at least part of the models of recognised historicized aesthetic. Furthermore,

recent technological advancements impact both how historical �ction is created, presented and

3 Aronsson 2004, 17-19, 40. See e.g. Fewster 2006.
2 de Groot 2009, 2; Chapman 2016, 6-7; McCall 2019, 29; During 2005, 52.

1 de Groot 2009, 2-3, 4-6. Compare ‘Blitz Spirit’ to the Finnish ‘Talvisodan henki’ (eng. ‘The Spirit of the Winter War’).
Historical references such as these contain contextually attributed meanings which resonate di�erently from individual to
individual, depending on individual and cultural factors, see Grufstedt 2020, 23.
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marketed, as well as how it is consumed by the public, which in turn in�uences what is packaged as

history and thus works to de�ne how the past is made manifest in society.4

Digital games have been the object of scholarly study for the last twenty years; and while not all games

are historical �ction or utilize historical culture in any meaningful way, there is a large category of

popular games that �t this category. Even within a single game the density of historical references and5

tropes can easily exceed the scope of a simple Master’s Thesis, and for this purpose I will focus on a

limited part of a single game: Sid Meier's Civilization VI (Firaxis, 2016).

In the early 90s, it was the digital strategy game Sid Meier's Civilization (MicroProse, 1991) that helped

popularize digital historical games, spawning a number of sequels with the sixth main entry being the

latest as of 2022. Although each entry is headed by a di�erent developer, utilizing di�erent art styles6

and adding new mechanics and elements, the core gameplay has stayed the same: from a top-down

God’s eye perspective, the player controls a nation-state through a largely anachronistic journey from

the early days of human civilization into the modern era (and sometimes beyond) in e�ort to “build a

Civilization that can stand the test of time.”

One of the elements added to provide �avor was the addition of quotations from historical and

contemporary �gures to Sid Meier's Civilization IV whenever the player made certain discoveries. This

feature stuck, and by the time of Sid Meier's Civilization VI, the number of quotations had grown

vastly to over 427 entries which cover societal developments, technologies, literature, construction of

monumental structures, etc.

With such a large volume of quotes in the game now, a question that logically arises is who has been

considered �t to be quoted, acting as a link between real world history and the simulated history of the

game? This essay will focus on these quotes and seek to analyze them.

6 Grufstedt 2020, 43; Suominen, Sivula, Fewster 2017.
5 Grufstedt 2020, 5. See e.g. Mäyrä 2008; McCall 2019.
4 de Groot 2016, 3; 2009, 2; Chapman 2016, 13-14.
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1.1 Research Questions

Digital games, as an audiovisual medium, utilize both visual language and auditory elements in their

narrative. The Narrator of Sid Meier's Civilization VI is voiced by British actor Sean Bean, who thus

frames the opening and ending of the game and also reads aloud most of the quotes we will study. By

categorizing and analyzing these quotes this essay will seek to determine:

1. Whose voice gets heard in Sid Meier's Civilization VI?

2. Does the selection focus mainly on speci�c privileged groups, such as mainly

English-speaking, white and masucline? Are some voices more prominent than others,

such as European and North American over Asian, African and South American

voices?7

3. Are the quotes authentic?

It should be noted that the goal is not to �nd what sources the developers have utilized, but rather look

at the results of their e�orts.

1.2 Theory & Methods

1.2.1 Analyzing digital games

As noted by Frans Mäyrä and a�rmed by Ylva Grufstedt, the study of digital games is interdisciplinary,

owing to the medium's nature as both cultural representation and utilization of dynamic systems. As8

an audiovisual medium, many of the same tools used for analyzing �lm and television can be applied to

digital games, as exempli�ed by Emil Hammer utilizing a theoretical framework based on Stuart Hall’s

media analysis model of encoding and decoding, framed through the concept of hegemony as de�ned

by Antonia Gramsci, Ernesto Laclau and Chantal Mou�e which is then transposed into Bertrand

Molden’s concept of mnemonic hegemony.9

9 Hammar 2020, 22.
8 Mäyrä 2009, 313-329; Grufstedt 2020, 19.

7 It should be noted that although the inclusion of marginalized identities may invite empathy on a textual level, this does
not mean that said inclusion necessarily leads to creation of political consciousness and drive for coordinated collective
action. Hammar 2020, 13.
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To summarize brie�y:

According to Hall, a historical event cannot be communicated as such through a medium to an

audience; instead it is signi�ed through the language of the medium, whatever its form. The historical

event is thus subjugated to the rules and limitations of the language of the medium. In Hall’s words,

‘paradoxically, the event must become a “story” before it can become a communicative event.’10

Figure 1: Encoding/decoding model of media analysis (Hall 1973/2007, 260)

Hall di�erentiates between three moments in this communication process: production, encoding and

decoding. A media product is created through production process and �ltered through by meanings11

and ideas that act to frame the product's journey through the production structure. The system is not12

a closed loop. It feeds back into itself through the consumption of the medium’s message, which

becomes part of the production process, as well as drawing on ideas from the surrounding sociocultural

political system—of which production structure is but another cog in the wheel. Eventually the

12 Including the experience associated with production routines, technical skills, professional ideologies, institutional
knowledge, de�nitions and assumptions, assumptions about audience, etc.

11 This includes requisite networks, production routines, technical infrastructure, channels of distribution etc.
10 Hall 1973/2007, 258,  259.
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production of an encoded message in the form of a meaningful discourse, and �nally must be perceived13

as such and meaningfully decoded.14

As can be seen from the �gure, Hall di�erentiates between meaning 1 (which is encoded) and meaning

2 (which is decoded), to indicate that the two are not the same and that a certain degree of asymmetry

exists between the two, based on the asymmetry of the position/identity of the encoder and decoder.

This further emphasizes how both sides of the exchange are relatively independent but nonetheless part

of an overall structure.15

Hall further di�erentiates between multiple forms of decoding: dominant, professional, negotiated,

and oppositional. The dominant mode (or hegemonical) indicates that the message has been

interpreted as intended. The professional mode is the mechanism by which a dominant message is

further transmitted by a subordinated actor. The negotiated mode combines adaptive and oppositional

elements, attempting to form its own interpretation while acknowledging the dominant mode and

being con�ned to the limits set by it. Finally the message can be understood in an oppositional mode, in

which the viewer might form the opposite of the intended conclusion. This does not mean that the

viewer does not understand the intended message, just that they simply decode it in an unintended way.
16

Hall does note that the message can not be simply interpreted from the actions displayed, but depend

on the surrounding framework of presentation, genre, audience expectations etc. In Hall’s example, the

message encoded and decoded in Westerns as a genre is not inherently about the violence enacted by its

heroes and villains, but about the responsibility and codes of conduct such violence entails and

requires.17

Hegemony indicates an ongoing process where dominant (both state and non-state actors) and

subordinate groups are controlled through political and ideological consensus, which encompasses

economic, administrative, cultural, moral, ethical and intellectual leadership. Although Hall notes the

coercive aspects of leadership, he emphasizes that it is won through consent rather than through coercion.

17 Hall 1973/2007, 262-264.
16 Hall 1973/2007, 272-273.
15 Hall 1973/2007, 260-261.
14 Hall 1973/2007, 259-261.
13 Setting aside if or not digital games, and speci�cally Sid Meier’s Civilization VI constitute a meaningful discourse.
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As summarized by Hall, in Gramsci’s view the modern state exercises moral and educative leadership,

while justifying and maintaining its leadership and authority through active consent. But is

importantly not the single source of hegemony, but rather one aspect of it.18

As summarized by Hammar, the focus of Laclau and Mou�e is on multiple competing hegemonies

where constructed meanings are constantly in �ux and shifting. This makes the state of society—and

the world it explains—temporary, constructed, and most important of all, not necessary. Hammar

utilizes this to identify the forces that establish what is commonly referred to as ‘common-sense’; a

temporary consensus established by a dominant (i.e. hegemonic) system of meanings. Although I19

disagree with Hammar’s framing of hegemony as based entirely on consent with no (or very little)

coercion, this does not hinder or disprove the utility of the overall framework, and I will therefore be

proceeding to apply it in my analysis.20

Hammar refers to mnemonic hegemony as “the dominant discursive forces that privilege certain ways

of remembering the past” through access and control over the means of communication. He further

notes the role that media plays in establishing and maintaining hegemony , and combines this with21

intersectionality theory, particularly Patricia Hill Collins’ matrix of domination, in which individuals

are impacted by intersecting axes of oppression—race, gender, class, sexuality, religion, nation. This22

lens can be applied to analyze the quotes appearing in Sid Meier’s Civilization VI and thus enforces the

relevance and usefulness of this framework for my research questions.

Further we can note some observations about game developer practices, as elaborated by Annakaisa

Kultima, and echoed separately by Ylva Grufstedt and Tuur Ghys. Kultima summarizes her �ndings as

follows:

1) Game design is timely and particular.

2) Game design is value pluralistic.

3) Game design process is opportunistic.

22 Hill Collins 2000, 40, 245, 288.

21 Hammar 2020, 33-34, ref. Molden 2016, 134; Molina-Guzmán 2016; Artz 2015; Dyer 2002; D’Acci 2004; Herman and
Chomsky 2002; Alford 2015; Omi 1989; Omi and Winant 1994; Hall 1999.

20 See Hall 1986/2019, 38, 41; Strinati 2004, 159-162. Strinati questions how coercion can be separated from hegemony,
which in itself can be coercive, and notes how an elected body (consent) can utilize force (coercion). Hall on the other hand
argues that di�erent combinations of consent/coercion is an inherent and important part of Gramsci’s hegemony.

19 Hammar 2020, 32-33; Hall 1986/2019, 35,  emphasizes that hegemony must be constructed and maintained.
18 Hammar 2020, 31-32; Mosca 2009; 201-203; Srinati 2004, 152-157; Hall 1986/2019, 38, 41.
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4) Game design process is a plethora of ideas.

5) Game design practice is natured and nurtured by the surrounding ecosystem.23

When it comes to digital games the precise de�nition of this category remains vague, as they encompass

a multitude of genres and styles of presentation. But the key points remain the interaction between the

player and the game, and the communication between the two. We can of course disregard the notion24

that interacting with digital games is somehow more active than e.g. watching �lm or television (as

indicated by Hall’s framework), as they are simply di�erent kinds of active processes.25

Moving further into digital strategy games, the terrain grows murkier still, beyond the common

features of a top down camera view and management of units at one's disposal. Even strategy is26

somewhat of a contentious term insofar as any game (digital or non-digital) requires the player to utilize

some level of strategy.

1.2.2 Analyzing Sid Meier's Civilization VI

Arriving �nally at Sid Meier’s Civilization VI and contemplating the most important narrative themes

underpinning the experience, the most obvious answer that emerges is nationalism. The player27

assumes the role of an eternal nation state, with �xed unchangeable national characteristics as provided

by the nation's founding father, often leading to anachronistic constructions e.g. Chandragupta is

styled the ruler of the ‘Indian Empire’, when the term India only dates back to the eighteenth century.28

Similarly, many of the other historical leaders predate the modern nation-states that they have been

anointed as representatives of. The presence of imperialist and colonialist elements is baked into the

premise as well, with the subgenre of Civilization games even being called 4X (standing for Explore,

Expand, Exploit, Exterminate), although the family-friendly design abstracts genocide and other

unsavory byproducts of this political model into arbitrary numbers.29

29 Mol & Politopoulos & Ariese-Vandemeulebroucke 2017, 216.
28 Gopal 2009, 12.
27 See Anderson 2006, Nora 2009, Fewster 2006.
26 Grufstedt 2020, 40.

25 A speculative �lm viewer could, thanks to modern dvd or streaming futures, choose to watch a �lm in an inverted order, at
twice the speed, or simply watch a select number of scenes and ignore the others.

24 Grufstedt 2020, 21-22. Compare Mäyrä 2008, 32-37; Hammar 2020, 40-43.
23 Kultima 2018, 20-21. See also Grufstedt 2020, Ghys 2014.
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I will de�ne Sid Meier’s Civilization VI utilizing Adam Chapman’s Conceptual simulationist style.

Chapman divides historical video games in two broad categories: Realist simulationist style and

Conceptual simulationist style, focusing not on historical accuracy but rather on the stylistic choices of

how the past is presented. A game following the Realist simulationist style purports to present the past

in a Rankian fashion, ‘wie es eigentlich gewesen’, by utilizing audiovisual codes and tropes of western

cinematic realism to provide the audience/player with an audiovisual experience which conforms to to

their expectations using digital recreations of visual objects, weapons, vehicles, buildings and—if the

budget of the project allows—even entire cities. Despite the density of visual information the player is

presented with, these elements are relatively simple to interpret, and often recognizable from other

audiovisual works such as �lms or television shows. Most importantly, the style seeks to hide its

authorial tone and present itself as a representation and recreation of history. The Assassin's Creed30

series (Ubisoft 2007—) �ts well into this category, with Assassin's Creed II (Ubisoft 2009) having

digitally recreated parts of Renaissance Italy, including sections of Florence, Venice and even Rome, for

a historical �ction in which the �ctional player character interacts with historical (but somewhat

�ctionalized) individuals such Leonardo da Vinci, Niccolò Machiavelli and Pope Alexander VI.31

Conceptual simulationist style shows aspects of the past without authorial claim on accuracy, utilizing

simpli�ed, sometimes even abstract, design with simpli�ed characters, maps and environments. The

game does not style itself as a direct representation of the past.32

Although Civilization VI shows shades of Realist simulationist style in the detailed reconstructions of

certain buildings and monuments (as detailed in chapter 6), and the series roots of focusing on

historical aspects and individuals familiar to the audience, the game is much closer to a Conceptual

simulationist style overall with a cartoon-like art style and colorful visuals.

Thus the playable leaders in Civilization VI are not strictly to be treated as direct representations of

historical �gures. Instead, they are an amalgamation of the embodiment of a nation state and the

individual themselves; we do not play Civilization VI as Queen Kristina of Sweden, for instance, but

32 Chapman 2016, 69-71.

31 Both Leonardo da Vinci and Niccolò Machiavelli are quoted in Sid Meier's Civilization VI; Leonardo's quote (entry 368)
is false, while Machiavelli's (entries 133, 134, 203) are from his writings.

30 Chapman 2016, 61-66, 68-69.
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rather as a personi�cation of the nation-state of Sweden in the form of Kristina, as �ltered through a

late 1900s understanding.

Finally, it would be remiss to discuss Civilization VI without addressing the game’s technology tree. A

technology tree (or tech tree for short) is a deterministic visualization of the progress of development,

present in many games in many di�erent forms. These can be simple tiers of development which limit

the available tools and weapons at the players disposal; the complexity is proportional to the expected

duration of each game, from anywhere around 20 minutes to a few hours or even days.

In his study Moving up the Tech Tree, Tuur Ghys compares and contrasts the structure and contents of

four tech trees: Age of Empires (Ensemble Studios, 1997), Empire Earth (Stainless Steel Studios, 2001),

Rise of Nations (Big Huge Games, 2003) and Sid Meier's Civilization IV (Firaxis, 2005). According to

Ghys, developers see the possible educational value of digital games as secondary, even accidental.33

Ghys observes commonalities between the tech trees found in di�erent games, noting overlapping

technologies—only monotheism, he observes, is present in all four. Certain innovations are curiously

absent despite their signi�cance; railroads appear only in Civilization IV, which Ghys attributes to a

lack of infrastructure focus in the other games, the low popularity of railroads in the USA, as well as

railroads having been a feature since the �rst Civilization and also featured prominently in Railroad

Tycoon (MicroProse, 1990). According to Ghys technology trees are used to simulate the progress of

technology, likened to an actual tree that the player �guratively climbs, with technological and cultural

advancements arranged like fruits along the branches, that must be harvested in order. Obviously, as

Ghys points out, not all technology trees take the shape of actual trees with branches ever diverging

from the central stem: they can both merge as well as follow a linear path. Technology trees as a game

mechanic have been present in the Civilization franchise since Sid Meier's Civilization (MicroProse,

1991).34

The technology tree in Civilization VI di�ers from the one used in the �rst game and is divided into

two, with cultural and scienti�c advancements separated. These are referred to in-game as the Civic Tree

and Tech Tree, respectively.

34 Ghys 2011, 4, 16-18, 52, 53 .
33 Ghys 2014, 8, 41-46.
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According to Ghys, the impact of each technology remains largely metaphorical, representing more

what the innovation means on a societal scale rather than an individual. As a general rule, Ghys lists

four concrete impacts within the games:

1. leads to new technology.

2. boasts statistics of units and buildings.

3. allows production of new units and buildings.

4. grants players new abilities.35

1.2.3 Organizing the quotes

Through quantitative study of the quotes utilized I will highlight possible trends. As verifying the

accuracy of every single quote would be beyond the scope of this essay, the overall focus will be on the

quoted individuals.

For simplicity and clarity, the 427 quotes within Sid Meier's Civilization VI have been organized into

six categories, depending on where they are found, and have been numbered for easier cross-reference.

The categories are as follows:

● Victory Rankings (entry 1–22),

● Natural Wonders (entry 23–56),

● Constructed Wonder (entry 57–109),

● Great Works (entry 110–168),

● Civics (entry 169–281)

● and Technology (entry 282–427).

These are organized by size from smallest to largest. Within the categories the entries have been

arranged alphabetically (Natural Wonders, Constructed Wonder, Great Works), in the order they

appear numerically (Victory Rankings) or in the order they appear in technology trees reading left to

right, from top to bottom. A full list of individuals quoted and the quotes can be found in Appendix 1

& 2 respectively.

35 Ghys 2014, 55.
13
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A further 56 quotes can be found in the game’s own internal encyclopedia, but these are not

encountered elsewhere during regular gameplay and are therefore not included or accounted for. Each

is associated with one of the game’s leaders, but many appear to be closer to slogans than actual quotes.
36

1.2.4 Contextualizing the quotes

As noted by Hammar, echoing Aarseth, the best way to understand digital games is by playing them

�rst-hand, thus avoiding possible pitfalls inherent to simply watching someone else play. In37

preparation, I played the PC version of Sid Meier's Civilization VI for roughly 600 hours between late

2018 and early 2022. I tried out both singleplayer and multiplayer against computer opponents, but the

majority of the playtime was singleplayer. Throughout I sought to maintain an open mind, while being

analytical about the experience.

In late March and early April 2022 I conducted a series of more organized play sessions, while taking

extensive notes, in order to provide a description of the gameplay while contextualizing how and where

players would encounter the various quotes. This posed a series of challenges; what map to utilize,

which opponents to face, along with other considerations. I had originally considered using one of the

maps modeled after real world geography, but these maps are intended for more players than the

selection I had settled for; more importantly these maps do not provide equal starting opportunities for

all players. The eventual solution would be to utilize a smaller map with randomized features.38

The �rst game was a complete failure and lasted for roughly 6 turns as I realized I had not accounted for

the city-states. I decided to adjust to account for these factors instead of continuing. The goal was after39

all not to necessarily win, but to cover all or at least the largest number of categories of quotes; it is

impossible for a single game to yield all of the quotes and doing so would require several playthroughs.

The second game lasted a full 100 turns before I concluded that there were further factors I had not

39 The city-states are neutral computer controlled single city factions, which provide bonuses and special-e�ects to the player
who gains their allegiance and can have a wide-reaching impact on the game. By limiting which speci�c city-states can appear
a deliberate balance can be enforced. Removing them entirely was not an option since Matthias Corvinus’s leader abilities
focus heavily around city-states.

38 Projecting a globe on a �at surface comes with its own set of issues.
37 Hammar 2020, 16 referencing Aarseth 2007, 3.
36 Roosevelt and Catherine de Medici both have two quotes associated with them.
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accounted for. As I had opted for the standard di�culty, which controls the computer players’

e�ciency, this had impacted overall linear deterministic advancement of culture and technology is tied

to the average of all players, leading to a slow game which provided little useful data.

For the third and �nal game I increased the di�culty, and as the map had felt too large I added

Suleiman to the game. This proved successful and the resulting scenario provided ample opportunity

for the contextualization intended—the game ended in victory on turn 291, and was played over the

course of several play sessions spread out over seven days, to allow time to re�ect over each play session

and the quotes encountered.40

The resulting notes were then utilized to create the abridged description in chapter 3, while focusing on

what was strictly necessary to understand the material and how it is contextualized.

1.2.5 Verifying the quotes

The collection and dissemination of quotes is a hobby of its own, with advancements of digital

technology enabling information to spread quickly and e�ectively. It is very simple to �nd web pages

upon pages of quotes—often poorly sourced if at all. And once a quote has been published on the

internet, it can then spread uncontrollably to other sites with no fact checking involved. Similarly an

incorrect reference to an actual source might be copied as well, further muddying the waters.41

Although attempting to verify all of the quotes in the game would be beyond the scope of this essay,

e�ort has been taken to verify most of the speci�c entries referenced. Some cases are simple if one is

already familiar with the source; e.g. entry 337 is a quote by J.R.R. Tolkien and verifying it is a simple

case of picking up the right book and noting down the page. But this is not always the case so a number

of di�erent tools and methodology have been utilized.

Despite its reputation the website Wikiquote requires all quotes to be sourced or they will be removed.

Of course the presence or lack of presence is not enough to determine accuracy, but can give some hints

41 Very common for the source itself to be correct, but wrong date in the case of newspapers or other archival material.

40 1.4.2022 played turn 1-50. 5.4 turn 51-84. 6.4 turn 85-140. 8.4 turn 141-164. 13.4 turn 165-196. 14.4 turn 197-228. 15.4
turn 228-291. Each individual game or full play session of Sid Meier's Civilization VI has the date of the game setup
recorded in two seeds. The Map Seed determines the playable area, including Natural Wonders, while the Game Seed
determines di�culty and leaders. These were the seeds for the full session: -1941771526 (Map Seed), -1941771527 (Game
Seed), the game version was 1.0.12.9 (564030).

15



Gustav Penttinen

such as referencing a source which we can utilize for veri�cation. Obviously simply �nding the quote in

print, in a poorly researched book, is no guarantee of its authenticity.

In cases of quotes from works in the public domain, the digitized library of Project Gutenberg was

utilized to locate the quotes within the work (if applicable), and then compared to a version of the same

work in the University of Helsinki Library. For Winston Churchill the Hansard, the o�cial report of

all Parliamentary debates, proved extremely useful to verify statements from various speeches he

delivered.

Overall a selection of 100 entries have been selected and scrutinized, these can all be found either or

both mentioned in chapter 4–9 or with the rest of the entries in Appendix 2. The veri�ed entries will42

be labeled as follows:

● True: quote matches source.

● False: no source found or strong indication quote is incorrect.

● Unclear: when no source can be found, but there is no clear indication to the contrary.

Further modi�ers will also be indicated:

● Abridged: when quote is shorter than indicated by source.

● Modi�ed: when quote is longer than indicated by source or uses di�erent wording.

● Heavily modi�ed: when quote has been substantially altered, sometimes to the point of being

false.

● Orphan: when the quote is real, but the indicated source is wrong.

If a source is su�ciently incorrect as to be misleading, the entry will be labeled as false even if the quote

is real. For instance, William Sherman’s quote in entry 235 is labeled false because his statement was

phrased di�erently than the quote suggests, and because there are indications that the quote existed as

such before he made the statement. Conversely, entry 412 is labeled true while being unattributed

because the origin can easily be interpreted. In similar fashion, entry 31 makes no claims on its origin43

and I have decided to label it as true as it is from an actual source and not simply made up. Further, in

43 The unattributed entry is simply the catchphrase of actor Arnold Schwarzenegger, spoken for the �rst time in the �lm
Terminator (Hemdale & Paci�c Western Productions, 1984).

42 The single duplicated pair of entry 275 & 422 is only counted once.
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the right circumstances, even a heavily modi�ed and abridged quote can qualify as true; e.g. even in its

heavily abridged appearance the Treaty of Tordesillas retains its meaning and message.

1.3 Earlier Studies

The �eld of digital game studies has expanded to such an extent it is impossible to refer to all studies, in

addition to relevancy provided by �elds outside of game studies. We can note some of the past research

focusing on the Civilization-series, e.g. by Christopher Douglas, Adam Chapman, as well as Ghys’

aforementioned study of the Tech-Tree in Civilization IV. More recently we can note a quantitative44

study of the Constructed Wonders in the series by Angus Mol, Aris Politopoulos, and Csilla

Ariese-Vandemeulebroucke; as well as a study of how the series portrays religion by Benjamin Zeller.45

1.4 Scope & Structure

Since the focus is on the quotes and the utilization thereof within the game, the game and its mechanics

will only be described as much as is strictly necessary. Chapter Two will provide basic context to the

game and its genre. Chapter Three will provide an overview of how the material appears in game

through an abridged description of a single game scenario. Chapters Four to Nine will discuss the

categories outlined in chapter 1.2.3 and highlight examples or cases of interest. The categories are as

mentioned sorted in ascending order of sample size.

As a general rule, all names will be presented in the form given by the game; the same applies to the

game's rather liberal use of the word wonder.

A full list of both individuals and sources quoted can be found in Appendix 1. A full list of all quotes,

veri�ed and unveri�ed, can be found in Appendix 2. It is necessary to include both of these appendices

as they are referenced throughout the text, and no reliable substitute exists at the moment.46

46 The entries can be found in an unorganized state on the civilization wiki site, but this is not a reliable source, and has only
been utilized for an initial assessment and the entries in Appendix 2 re�ect on the state of the quotes at the time of writing.

45 Mol & Politopoulos & Ariese-Vandemeulebroucke 2017; Zeller 2022.
44 Douglas 2002; Chapman 2013; Ghys 2014.
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2. Background

2.1 Strategy games

Digital games share many characteristics with board games, yet sport distinct features of their own as

well, with the large variations in the two categories leading to considerable overlap. Jesper Juul de�nes

digital games as half-real—real rules guiding �ctional worlds, represented as pixels on screen.47

The de�nition of digital strategy games, as mentioned previously, is vague. Recurring elements include

a top-down view of the playable area and the construction and management of units, adjacent to

wargaming. Although comparisons to chess are possible (turn-based, board divided into sections,

di�erent values for di�erent pieces), the former boasts more complex and less abstract presentation,

with the imaginary battle�eld including features of terrain. Wargaming can be traced back at least to

classic antiquity, but more recent examples include military writer Georg Vinturinus’ wargame from

1795 and the 1812 Prussian wargame Kriegsspiel, which were focused on teaching o�cers actual

battle�eld tactics and not intended for leisure.48

Strategy games can be further split up into Real-Time Strategy (RTS) or Turn-Based Strategy (TBS).

RTS-games like Starcraft and Warcraft are faster paced, since time is an active constraint; matches

might take 20 minutes to a few hours. With TBS like Sid Meier's Civilization series a game can easily

last several hours (broken up into several play sessions over a longer period of time). However, this isn't

always the norm; Crusader Kings 2 & 3 might be classi�ed as RTS but the scope is di�erent and a single

game might last as long or longer than Sid Meier's Civilization.

2.2 Sid Meier's Civilization (1991–)

While wargaming and the board games inspired by these were slow paced owing to the manual

calculations required, their digitized successors were able to automate this process. The original Sid49

Meier's Civilization (MicroProse 1991), developed by Sid Meier and Bruce Shelley, helped popularize

the digital strategy game genre. The game took its inspiration and name from the board game

Civilization (Hartland Trefoil 1980), which also featured one of the �rst instances of a technology tree,

49 Grufstedt 2020, 43.
48 Grufstedt 2020, 42 referencing Thrower 2018, 24 & Patrick 1983.
47 Mäyrä 2008, 34-36 referencing Juul 2005, 6-7.
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which the digital Civilization then popularized. Meier and Shelley and previously worked together on50

the digital game Railroad Tycoon (MicroProse 1990) and Civilization would utilize similar concepts.

The goal was a game where the player is a god-like being who determines the development of an entire

civilization.51

Bruce Shelley: “We borrowed stu� from historical records, stu� we thought would be make a great

game. We left stu� back there that we didn't think would help, like there's no slavery, there's no black

plague or something like that, there's no religious wars [...] didn't see how it would add to the game.

The idea is to entertain people, not teach history, you can learn things and introduce you to maybe go

down the road to your library and learn more, but we were focusing on making entertainment

software.”52

Di�erent lead developers for the di�erent entries, in e�ort to bring something new to the table. Certain

elements in the games have remained the same, while others have changed and new features have been

implemented, such as new victory conditions.

de Groot refers to the Civ-series as a reality-strategy-game, as in it uses “real historical, geographical or

factual backgrounds to structure the game.” Strategy games heavily emphasize a teleological

advancement of technology, which depending on the player's choices leads to either victory or defeat.

Actions taken at the beginning of the game can bear fruit hours later, as each technological

advancement builds on the ones before it. The replayability of the games arise from the impact of the

player's choices; enabling di�erent outcomes to each gameplay session.53

2.3 Civilization VI

Sid Meier's Civilization VI is a turn-based strategy game developed by Firaxis Games, published by 2K

Games, and distributed by Take-Two Interactive. It was released for Microsoft Windows and macOS in

October 2016, with later ports for Linux in February 2017, iOS in December 2017, Nintendo Switch

in November 2018, PlayStation 4 and Xbox One in November 2019 and Android in 2020. The game

53 de Groot 2009, 141-142.
52 Shelley, GDC 2017a; 43:40-44:15.
51 Meier & Shelley discussing the �rst game at GDC (Game Developers Conference) 2017a; 1:30-6:00.
50 Ghys 2012.
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was favorably received, with review aggregator Metacritic indicating a positive 88 out of 100, based on

84 reviews.54

Two expansions were later released; Rise and Fall in February 2018 and Gathering Storm in February

2019, along with twelve smaller expansions (referred to as packs) which brought the number of playable

leaders up to 54. Both Rise and Fall and Gathering Storm increase the number of quotes in the game

and are thus necessary.

2.3.1 Gameplay

In Civilization VI the player takes the role of a historical �gure, a form of guiding founder �gure, for a

burgeoning nation with the goal of becoming the dominant world power through military, religion,

culture, technology or diplomacy. The leaders all provide unique bonuses to the player, and several of55

them are intended for a speci�c playstyle.

The player views the game from above and can, as desired, zoom the camera closer. The game utilizes

3d assets on a 2d map, divided into hexagons. Plays are turn-based and the movement of individual

units is limited, but can be increased through infrastructure such as roads and later railroads. Cities can

be built using Settlers with a minimum of six hexes between them. These act as the main building

blocks of the player's empire, capable of creating military and support units or various improvements

for the city itself. As with units, only one action can be performed by a city each turn, so players need to

balance conquest and expansion with strengthening their infrastructure.

55Base game: Catherine de Medici (French), Cleopatra (Egyptian), Frederick Barbarossa (German), Gandhi (Indian),
Gilgamesh (Sumerian), Gorgo (Greek), Harald Hardrada (Norwegian), Hojo Tokimune (Japanese), Montezuma (Aztec),
Mvemba a Nzinga (Kongolese), Pedro II (Brazilian), Pericles (Greek), Peter (Russian), Philip II (Spanish), Qin Shi Huang
(Chinese), Saladin (Arabian), Teddy Roosevelt (American), Tomyris (Scythian), Trajan (Roman), Victoria (English).
Rise & Fall adds: Chandragupta (Indian), Genghis Khan (Mongolian), Lautaro (Mapuche), Poundmaker (Cree), Robert
the Bruce (Scottish), Seondeok (Korean), Shaka (Zulu), Tamar (Georgian), Wilhelmina ( Dutch).
Gathering Storm adds: Dido (Phoenician), Eleanor of Aquitaine (English/French), Kristina (Swedish), Kupe (Māori),
Mansa Musa (Malian), Matthias Corvinus (Hungarian), Pachacuti (Incan), Suleiman (Ottoman), Wilfrid Laurier
(Canadian).
The 11 Standalone packs added: Alexander (Macedonian), Amanitore (Nubian), Ambiorix (Gallic), Bà Triệu (Vietnamese),
Basil II (Byzantine), Cyrus (Persian), Gitarja (Indonesian), Hammurabi (Babylonian), Jadwiga (Polish), Jayavarman VII
(Khmer), João III (Portuguese), John Curtin (Australian), Kublai Khan (Chinese/Mongolian), Lady Six Sky (Mayan),
Menelik II (Ethiopian), Simón Bolívar (Gran Colombian). The existence of some leaders like Gilgamesh and Kupe is a
matter of debate.

54 Metacritic.
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The default military victory simply involves capturing all opposing players' capitals, or—in case military

domination isn't enabled—capturing all the cities of opposing players, wiping out all civilizations but

one’s own. A religious victory entails converting a majority of opposing players' cities to the player's

religion. A cultural victory involves attracting a certain number of tourists from opposing players to

become the dominant world culture. A scienti�c victory means to be the �rst player to colonize a

distant star system. The diplomatic victory was added later and will be covered below.

Rise and Fall implemented two additional systems: Loyalty and Ages. Prior to this expansion, the player

was not required to pay attention to the placement of their cities or worry about their people turning

against them for any reason. With the addition of the Loyalty system, however, cities were given a

statistic to track how loyal their populations are to their leader, depending on factors such as

population size, distance from other cities, the presence of e�cient governor units, and the availability

of amenities. The city’s loyalty is recalculated each turn; at 100 the loyalty is at maximum, while at 0 it

will rebel against the player and become independent and hostile towards all players. In this state, it is

susceptible to the in�uence and pressure of other players which might result in it asking to join forces

with a di�erent civilization.

Civilization VI divides world history into distinct eras; Ancient Era, Classical Era, Medieval Era,

Renaissance Era, Industrial Era, Modern Era, Atomic Era, Information Era and Future Era (added in

Gathering Storm). The current era is determined through the overall cultural and technological

progression of all players. During an era actions by the player will contribute to an individual Era Score,

which determines any positive or negative e�ects the player may receive for the next era. These e�ects

are exempli�ed through four types of Ages: Normal Age, Dark Age, Golden Age and Heroic Age. The

player always starts with a Normal Age, with a moderate score requirement. If the player performs

poorly they end up with a Dark Age, in which their citizens are less loyal and more susceptible to

outside in�uence. Performing well gives the player a Golden Age in which they can choose powerful

bonuses to aid in their goals. Achieving a Golden Age after a Dark Age, essentially making a comeback,

will reward the player with a more powerful Heroic Age. The accumulation of Era Score will be further

detailed in Chapter 3.
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Gathering Storm overhauls how resources are accumulated, expands on the game’s tech tree, and adds56

a mechanic for Climate Change. The game will keep track of the amount of CO2 released, which is

caused by cutting down forests, utilizing coal and oil for energy and having a large military. Unless

mitigating measures are taken, the ice caps will melt and the seas will rise, engul�ng land hexes even if

civilizations have developed them. Another addition is the World Congress which enables Diplomatic

Victory. Various actions, such as having good relationships with other players, will provide Diplomatic

Favor—a minor currency utilized for voting in the World Congress. Starting from the Medieval Era,

every 30 turns, the player will be able to vote for or against two (three, once the Modern Era begins)

proposals which will in�uence the game till the next meeting. These include improving a chosen

player's trade routes, increasing or decreasing production costs for certain units and similar. During

voting the player can not see how anyone else votes, but if the proposal they are supporting wins the

majority, they receive a boost to their Diplomatic Score. Once a su�cient number of points have been

accumulated victory is achieved. Although simple on the surface, this victory is hard to achieve on

higher di�culties of the game; once the Modern Era begins a proposal becomes available to reduce a

chosen player's Diplomatic Victory score by two, which frequently results in opposing players banding

together to prevent the player in the lead from winning.

56The name of the expansion is a reference to the fantasy novel The Gathering Storm by Robert Jordan & Brandon
Sanderson (Tor Books, Orbit Books 2009).
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3. Playing Sid Meier's Civilization VI

3.1 Setup

In this chapter, I will describe the basic mechanics of playing Sid Meier's Civilization VI, to

contextualize how the player interacts with the game and the quotes within it. This takes the form of a

streamlined narrative description derived from a number of gameplay sessions conducted by me in

March and April of 2022.57

Figure 2: screenshot from Sid Meier's Civilization VI; The Create Game menu with options.

The �rst step of setting up a game of Civilization VI is to customize the game experience by choosing

from a large number of options presented before the start of the game. These options govern features

such as the overall game rules, speed, starting point on the timeline, di�culty, the map, which leader or

nation we will be playing, which leaders or nations we will be facing and how many, in addition to

57 Played on March 30, April 1, 5-6, 8, 13-15. A more in-depth description of the process can be found in chap. 1.3.4.
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various other modi�cations and features available. In the name of simplicity we will commit mostly to

the standard settings.58

The most important choices made for this game are:

● Game mode: Rise & Fall, and Gathering Storm.

● Game speed: Normal.

● Di�culty: King.59

● Start: Ancient Era (4000 BC ~ 1000 BC).60

● Map: Pangea.61

As this game is intended for demonstration purposes, the overall goal is not to win, but to provide

context for where and how a player will encounter di�erent quotes. Since focusing on cultural

development provides ample opportunities �tting this purpose, I will be playing as Queen Kristina of

Sweden. My opponents shall serve a variety of characters outside the standard of the series:

Chandragupta of India, Hojo Tokimune of Japan, Mansa Musa of Mali, Matthias Corvinus of

Hungary, Sultan Suleiman of the Ottoman Empire and Wilfrid Lauerier of Canada.

61 A unhistorical map with randomized features ensures that all players are in close proximity and doesn’t drag the game out
unnecessarily.

60 The time periods as classi�ed by Sid Meier's Civilization VI are: Ancient Era (4000 BC ~ 1000 BC), Classical Era (1000
BC ~ 500 AD), Medieval Era (500 ~ 1350), Renaissance Era (1350 ~ 1725), Industrial Era (1725 ~ 1890), Modern Era (1890
~ 1945), Atomic Era (1945 ~ 1995) and Information Era (1995 ~ 2020). This determines the starting state of technology
and civics, along with other factors which limits how many quotes can be encountered.

59 Di�culty determines which disadvantages (for easier play) or advantages (for a greater challenge) the computer controlled
player will have against the human player. These are (from least to most challenging); Settler, Chieftain, Warlord, Prince,
King, Emperor, Immortal and Deity. With Prince placing the player and computer on even ground.

58 Game rule determines if the mechanics implemented in Rise & Fall and Gathering Storm are in e�ect. Speed is an
additional modi�er which impacts technological development and how long certain actions take.
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3.2 The Beginning

“From the first stirrings of life beneath water… to the great beasts of the Stone Age… to man taking his first

upright steps, you have come far. Now begins your greatest quest: from this early cradle of civilization on

towards the stars.” — the Narrator.62

With these words the narrator, voiced by British actor Sean Bean, opens up the game. It is turn 1 and

the year is 4000 BC; as is standard for strategy games the resources and tools at the players disposal are

minimal at the outset, limited to a single unarmed and very vulnerable Settler unit and a weak Warrior

unit. The gameplay is viewed from a top-down god’s eye perspective. At the top right of the screen,

there is a detailed numerical breakdown of the player’s currently accumulating resources and state of

the player’s society; in most cases both the total amount at the player’s disposal as well as the current

growth rate will be displayed. Below those are the current technological and cultural developments63

in-progress.64

But �rst the player must use the Settler to lay the foundation to their capital. As the starting position is

not ideal, it is better to expend the Settler’s movement points to traverse to a more ideal nearby

location. Once the player is done moving their pieces, it is time to press end turn.65

It is now turn 2 and the year is 3960 BC. The number of years that passes between each turn is

modi�ed in order to simulate the feel of development speeding up as the game goes on; on Standard

game speed one turn in 4000 BC is 40 years, before changing to 25 years in 1000 BC, and by 1900 AD

it has become 1 year for each turn.66

66 Ghys 2014, 29-30.

65 As more cities are created and they expand, they form a patchwork of competing colors reminiscent of colonial maps. See
Anderson 2006, 175.

64 Science and culture and non-accumulated resources which indicates the progress each turn for the selected developments.
There is no way for the player to halt the technological/cultural development.

63 Faith and gold are the most common accumulatable resources that can be utilized for various purposes. Military units
require both gold and occasionally strategic resources, both to be created and for further upkeep. Strategic resources are
horses, iron, niter, coal, oil, uranium and aluminum.

62 Sid Meier's Civilization VI (Firaxis Games, 2016).
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Figure 3: screenshot from Sid Meier's Civilization VI. Stockholm has been founded and our Warrior is exploring the

surrounding terra incognita. The unseen parts of the map take the appearance of a literal empty map.

Stockholm was founded in 1252, but in the �ctional history of this game it happened in 3960 BC.

With the capital city now founded, more options and possibilities open for the player: to construct and

improve infrastructure or build military units—both to defend against hostile forces, such as roaming

barbarians or other players, and to explore the surrounding areas and possibly �nd other players to

interact with in a friendly or hostile manner. The player also needs to start the slow crawl of

development of their society through the dual technology trees.

The player's position on the technology trees determines the weapons, buildings, as well as

governmental policies available; essentially they determine the tools at the player's disposal. The67

player’s early options are limited in the Civic Tree and the only thing to discover is Code of Law.

Meanwhile in the Tech Tree there are more options, but Mining seems a solid start.

67 The strategic resources mentioned require a corresponding technology so that they can be discovered, as well as
accumulate and use them. Certain units require resources simply to be built while others have maintenance requirements.
The future army of tanks will not be able to �ght at their full potential without a steady supply of oil.
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Before ending the turn, the player’s Warrior explores the area to the north of the capital and stumbles

upon a Natural Wonder, the Pantanal. A short cinematic shows the wonder in close up and the

narrator reads aloud a quote attributed to Brazilian Geographer Aziz Ab'Saber (1924–2012). The68

discovery of this Natural Wonder also boosts the player’s progress towards Astrology. Similarly di�erent

actions and events will aid progress within the Technology Trees.

Natural Wonders are various pre-placed natural structures or environmental features the player can

discover in Civilization VI. These range from real, well-known locations such as Mount Everest and the

Galápagos Islands to the odd mythical instances such as the Fountain of Youth. Whenever these are69

found, the player is treated to a short cinematic view of them, while the corresponding quote is read.

The quotes generally re�ect on the location. There are a total of 34 of these in the game.70

Ten turns later and it is 3560 BC; the research for both Code of Law and Mining have been completed,

and both are read out loud by the Narrator while the corresponding quote is displayed. Unlike with the

Pantanal, the advancements of the Civic Tree and Tech Tree are not limited to a single quote, but instead

have two quotes associated with them. There are 76 advancements in the Tech Tree for a total of 146

quotes, while the Civic Tree has 61 entries and 113 quotes. Which quote is displayed is randomized by

the game. In this instance we received a quote attributed to actor and comedian Will Rogers

(1876–1935) for Mining, and one by philosopher Thomas Hobbes (1588–1679) for Code of Law.71

As the game progresses, the player must balance advancing along the technology trees and exploring the

world while defending against hostility—initially only from roving groups of barbarians found all over

the map, but potentially from competing civilizations as well. Soon they encounter neighboring players

such Wilfrid Laurier (1841–1919), culture-focused like Kristina and generally peaceful, and Matthias

Corvinus, military-focused but not overtly aggressive. To the west Suleiman the Magni�cent, with his72

72 Parliament of Canada.

71 Robinson 1996, 3,7; Curtis 2007. Entry 287: “When you �nd yourself in a hole, quit digging.” —Will Rogers. Bunce
2009, 1, 15; Entry 169: “It is not wisdom but authority that makes a law.” —Thomas Hobbes.

70 Entries 23-56.

69 From the perspective of game-mechanics each wonder provides di�erent bonuses and unique e�ects to the player who
controls the surrounding area.

68 Hone 2012; Entry 48: “The Pantanal is the most complex intertropical alluvional plain of the planet and perhaps the least
known area of the world.” —Aziz Ab'Saber.
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advisor Ibrahim Pasha at his side, is waging war against Chandragupta and Mansa Musa. Hojo

Tokimune is managing to stay neutral amidst the chaos.73

3.3 The Greats of History

A hundred turns and many hours later it is turn 113 (75 BC) and the investment into Culture is

beginning to pay o� as the player is able to recruit their �rst Great Writer, Homer, creating the �rst of

many important works of writing with accompanying quotes.

The Great People, as Civilization VI calls them, are a large collection of historical individuals that a

player might recruit to provide various bonuses and bene�ts. They are men and women of varied

origin, many preceding the modern nation-states, but have largely been subsumed into nationalistic

myths around the world—something that Civilization VI does nothing to challenge. They exemplify

Historical Culture, de�ned as historical references with contextually attributed meanings. According to

Grufstedt, these are multifaceted, spatially and temporally situated; will therefore resonate di�erently

with di�erent individuals depending on individual and cultural factors. Paradoxically, they are both74

obscure (for the out-group) and the most obvious choice (for the in-group). Finland is represented by

architect Alvar Aalto (1898–1976); Queen Kristina's father, King Gustavus Adolphus (1594–1632),

makes an appearance; and so does Jeanne d'Arc (c. 1412–1431). More obscure for a Western audience

would be Rani Lakshmi Bai (1828–1858), a minor noble whose death in the Indian Rebellion of 1857

earned her a place in Indian nationalist lore. As a general rule, they do not include any living75

individuals. The Great People are divided into nine categories, indicated by their purpose; Generals,

Admirals, Engineers, Merchants, Prophets, Scientists, Writers, Artists, and Musicians.76

76 Recruitment is done by spending Great People Points of the corresponding type; resources accumulated from
corresponding districts, structures, Constructed Wonders, Natural Wonders etc. Simón Bolívar has his own unique type of
Great People, the Comandante General.

75 Gopal 2019, 100.
74 Grufstedt 2020, 23.

73 This perfectly exempli�es how Sid Meier's Civilization-series takes rulers and individuals from di�erent time periods and
places them in ahistorical and anachronistic situations, forming a theme park version of history.
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The Generals and Admirals act as frontline leaders for the player’s military, increasing the e�ciency of

land- and sea-based military units respectively. Certain playable leaders (e.g. Genghis Khan and Simón77

Bolívar) were �rst introduced in Civilization VI as Generals before being ‘promoted.’ Among the

Admirals are such �gures as the viking Leif Erikson, the explorer Zheng He and the privateer Francis

Drake.

Engineers, Merchants, and Scientists all provide various one-time or permanent bonuses to the player,

ranging from infrastructure improvements to speeding up the construction of Wonders (Engineers) or

the Space Race (Engineers & Scientists). Among the Engineers are Leonardo da Vinci, Robert

Goddard, Sergei Korolev and Wernher von Braun, to name a few. Isaac Newton makes an appearance

among the Scientists, as do Carl Sagan and Stephanie Kwolek. Marco Polo, Jakob Fugger, and Adam

Smith appear as Merchants, among others.78

The Prophets’ function is to create a religion for the player, which both provides bene�ts in-game and

paves the way for a potential victory by converting everyone else to your religion. Recruitable79

Prophets include Confucius, John the Baptist and Laozi. Notably, both Jesus and Muhamed are80

absent. Even if a player does not create a religion, as happens in this game, they can still take advantage

of the bene�ts provided (e.g. the accumulation of Faith, a secondary currency) by allowing themselves

to be converted to one of the competing religions.81

81 For a more in-depth analysis of how the game handles religion see Zeller 2022, 47-50.

80 Appearing as a prophet Laozi’s name is romanized using the o�cial Hanyu Pinyin system, but when quoted he is referred
to as Lao Tzu, which is the older Wade–Giles form of the same name.

79 Associated with the Holy Site, which is required for creating a religion (although Stonehenge, which provides a Prophet
on construction, can also be used). The city in which the religion is created is designated as the Holy City of that religion.
Players can choose a real religion as a template or customize their own as they see �t.

78 These are associated with Industrial Zone, Commercial Hub and Campus respectively. Certain Engineers can provide their
bonus multiple times, and the Constructed Wonder Mausoleum at Halicarnassus further enhances this.

77 These have a limited window of utility before becoming obsolete, sensibly enough a General like Sun Tzu, from the
Ancient Era, provides no bene�ts for a modern tank army. Once obsolete they can activate an ability to provide the player
with a one-time bonus or permanent e�ect (e.g. Jeanne d'Arc creates a relic), after which they fade away into the pages of
history like all other Great People. Points are respectively accumulated from the Encampment and Harbor districts, as well as
from certain Constructed Wonders and Natural Wonders.
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Artists and Musicians are individuals such as Michelangelo, Vincent van Gogh, Marie-Anne Collot and

Ludwig van Beethoven, Antonio Vivaldi and Gauhar Jaan, respectively. These create a number of their

signature works which provide the player with additional culture and tourism.82

Finally, but most relevant, are the Writers which of course include Homer as well as Jane Austen,

William Shakespeare, Murasaki Shikibu, and others. All in all, there are 29 Great Writers, and each

create two of their written works with accompanying quotes. In addition, the General Sun Tzu,

although not classi�ed as a writer, creates his signature work The Art of War and is therefore considered

a writer in this analysis. This brings the total number of individuals in this category to 30 and associated

entries to 59.83

Having created the Iliad and the Odyssey—with select passages read aloud by the Narrator—Homer

fades away, as do all Great People once they’ve ful�lled their purpose. Unless deployed in this manner,

however, they are e�ectively immortal, and can stay around till the end of the game if the player so

wishes.

3.4 Diplomacy, War and Victory

The next pivotal moment occurs on turn 174 (1130 AD)—not by the player’s actions but that of an

adversary. Unbeknownst to the player, in the north Matthias Corvinus has been plotting their demise

and now launches a Surprise War.84

Although militarily weak, the player (as Queen Kristina) has played peacefully and diplomatically,

forming alliances with Wilfried Laurier, Chandragupta, Hojo Tokimune and Mansa Musa. By

declaring war on Kristina, Matthias Corvinus has placed himself in con�ict with �ve opponents at

84 Civilization VI has a complex and robust system which determines when and how war can be declared on other players, a
Casus Belli, to allow aggressive actions to be taken —no special military operations available. Before going to war the player
must �rst formally express discontent through a denouncement, to avoid being seen as a warmonger, which causes discontent
in the player's subjects who might rebel. A Surprise War can be declared without warning but carries the heaviest penalties.
Other types of declarations include e.g. Protectorate Wars, which are launched to defend allied City-States. The tools
available for the player are unlocked from the Civics-Tree or special in-game occurrences.

83 Entries 110–168.

82 Like the writers, the artists and musicians are associated with the Theater Square. The works are stored in various
structures the player controls, mainly in the Theater Square but a number of Constructed Wonders can store them as well.
Players can attempt to steal works held by other players using spies.
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once, dooming his attack. By turn 194 (1330 AD) he is forced to accept a humiliating peace treaty

which costs him some of his own territory and cripples his economy.85

The game, entering the Medieval Era on turn 141 (600 AD), signals the start of the periodical World

Congress—a global conference in which players vote for or against di�erent proposals that will impact

the game till the next meeting. Supporting a winning resolution increases the player’s score for86

reaching a Diplomatic Victory. Other ways to increase this include reaching certain goalposts towards

the end of the Civic-Tree as well as the construction of speci�c Wonders.

Constructed Wonders, or World Wonders as Civilization VI calls them, are famous buildings,

monuments, castles, temples etc. that the player can seek to create and claim as cultural symbols for

their Empire, much akin to how grandiose construction projects are created to symbolize the

nation-state. There are a total of 53 of these, each with a single associated quote.87 88

Of interest for the player is the Statue of Liberty which, along with other bene�ts, provides four points

towards a Diplomatic Victory; at the late stage of the game where this wonder is unlocked, this is

usually all that is needed to cement a win. Having built an empire capable of undertaking such a

project, and having selected an appropriate location, construction begins on turn 280. As previously89

mentioned, some Great Engineers are able to reduce the time it takes to build Wonders, and one such

“engineer” soon presents himself: Shah Jahān (1592–1666), the Mughal Emperor of India who

commissioned the construction of the Taj Mahal.90

And so the game comes to an end in victory on turn 291 (1840 AD), with the Statue of Liberty

completed—only 46 years ahead of time in an amusing accident to conclude the anachronistic timeline.

90 Faruqui 2012, xiv, xv, 34, 37.

89 All Constructed Wonders have speci�c requirements for the city they are built in and surrounding environments to
mirror the real location of said structure.

88 Entries 57–109. Each Wonder belongs to a speci�c era, depending on when they are unlocked by the Tech- or Civics-Tree.
Starting the game after the Ancient Era will remove all Wonders from before that era. But there is no limit to when the
Wonder has to be constructed and as long as another player has not �nished building it’ll remain available. Multiple copies
of the same Wonder (one per player) may be in construction at once, but only one can be completed while the others are
destroyed —this often creates a race to build the more sought after Wonders.

87 Fewster 2006, 330–333.

86 On standard speed World Congress occurs every 30 turns, starting from the Medieval Era. As can be observed from this
happening in the year 600 BC, the era is determined by an average of all players’ progression in the Tech- and Civics-Trees,
not by the actual years. Voting is done using a currency called Diplomatic Favor, obtained through peaceful and diplomatic
gameplay.

85 Peace can only be accepted ten turns after a war has started.
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The Narrator reads aloud an excerpt from The New Colossus (1883) by Emma Lazarus, the poem that is

inscribed on a plaque at the foot of the real statue.

“Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand a mighty woman with a torch, whose �ame is

the imprisoned lightning.”91

Figure 4: screenshot from Sid Meier's Civilization VI. The Statue of Liberty has just been constructed. The Mausoleum at

Halicarnassus, along with a Theater Square, a Harbor, and various other city infrastructure is visible in the background.

91 Lazarus 1889, 202; “Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame, With conquering limbs astride from land to land; Here at
our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand A mighty woman with a torch, whose �ame Is the imprisoned lightning, and her
name Mother of Exiles.”
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4. The leaders
As the game comes to a close and after the short ending cinematic has played, the player is treated to the

Victory Screen. Here we can view a graph of various advancements made during the game, as well as our

rankings—a comparison of the player score versus the hypothetical scores of various real leaders.

Figure 5: screenshot from Sid Meier's Civilization VI. The Victory Screen with Queen Kristina of Sweden.

We are informed that we have reached the rank of Ivan the Terrible (entry 14), with the associated

quote: "To shave the beard is a sin that the blood of all martyrs cannot cleanse. It is to deface the image of

God."

This quote seems entirely made up, as it is nowhere to be found outside of Civilization VI. Tsar Ivan IV

Vasilyevich (1530 - 1584), commonly referred to by his epitaph Ivan the Terrible, occupies a signi�cant

position within Russian history and brings with it the ideal potential for artistic expression, which

ensures a position within the sphere of popular culture. Being Stalin’s favorite historical character, and
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thus the subject of Eisenstein’s 1944 �lm, certainly helps in mythmaking an aura of an individual for

whom the end did justify the means.92

A similar feature was already present in Sid Meier's Civilization as the Hall of Fame, which compared

the player to di�erent historical leaders, but without the quotes. (This is of course not unique to the

series; for example, the submarine-warfare simulator Silent Hunter 2 (Ubisoft 2001) compares the

player's score of sunk ships to real German submarine commanders in World War II. )93

4.1 Overview

This illustrious list includes three Roman Emperors like Augustus (entry 1), Marcus Aurelius (entry 8)

and Nero (entry 18). They are accompanied by other monarchs and leaders as well as a few

democratically elected leaders; of this last group Abraham Lincoln (entry 3), Winston Churchill (entry

4) and Nelson Mandela (entry 5) are ranked highly. Four women are included: Catherine the Great

(entry 6), Hatshepsut (entry 10), Eleanor of Aquitaine (entry 12) and Mary Tudor I (entry 21). Eleanor

of Aquitaine was removed from the rankings when she became playable in Gathering Storm, and

replaced with Louis XV (entry 13). Curiously, when Hammurabi (entry 2) became a playable leader, he

was spared this fate. The Indian Emperor Ashoka (entry 7) is the sole leader from Asia. In the case of94

Churchill, Wałęsa, Lincoln and Mandela, the quotes are from speeches or public statements.95

4.2 Winston Churchill

The most famous Briton requires no introduction, but we shall provide one anyway. Winston Spencer

Churchill (1874–1965) was a British politician and writer who twice served as Prime Minister of Great

Britain (1940–1945 and 1951–1955). He was noted as a talented orator with a �air for the dramatic.

Although he lost to Clement Attlee in the 1945 general election, the myth around the man has grown

extensively. He is the most quoted individual in Civilization VI, with nine entries attributed to him;96

ranked among the great leaders (entry 4), twice in the Civics-Tree (entry 243 & 257), and six times in

96 Addison 2006, 2-4, 7, 231, 236, 244.

95 NYT 1983; Lincoln 1850, 82; “Leave nothing for to-morrow which can be done to-day.”; Nelson Mandela Foundation
2010.

94 Singh 2016, 273.
93 MicroProse 1991; Aeon Electronic Entertainment Ultimation 2001.
92 Perrie & Pavlov 2014, 1-2, 4-5, 207-211; Clark 2011, 317-319, 321-322.
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the Tech-Tree (entries 285, 308, 358, 360, 382, 395). In the interest of e�ciency and practical97

considerations we will discuss all the entries here, and this will be the overall trend going forward to

analyze all entries for an individual or source where appropriate.

Entries 4, 243 (Capitalism), and 382 (Combustion) are from statements made by Churchill at separate

occasions in the House of Commons; on 28 February 1906, 22 October 1945, and 24 June 1952

respectively. The latter two were made while he was Prime Minister.98

Entry 257 (Cold War) is from a lecture Churchill, then no longer Prime Minister, gave at Fulton

College in Missouri on 5 March 1946. President Truman was attending. Entry 308 (Horseback99

Riding) is from Churchill’s memoir, but slightly modi�ed. Entry 360 (Steam Power) is from a speech100

for the Royal College of Physicians on 10 July 1951.101

There is no real indication that entry 358 (Military Science) is by him, although it is often attributed to

Churchill; the same goes for Entry 285 (Animal Husbandry), although an alternate version is

mentioned occasionally.102

Entry 395 (Nuclear Fission) is an interesting case; it is based on something Churchill did say, but has

since gained a di�erent meaning. As noted by Garson O’Toole, the quote originates in Churchill’s The

Second World War. Volume 2, Their finest hours (1949), but makes no mention of the atomic bomb

and instead simple speaks about how further bombings of London will do nothing but “make the

rubble jump.” According to O’Toole, the connection between Churchill’s original line and the nuclear

armament was made by  James Reston in a column in the New York Times in 1968.103

103 Churchill 1949, 328; “Soon many of the bombs would only fall upon houses already ruined and only make the rubble
jump.”; O’Toole 2017.

102 “Dogs look up to you, cats look down on you. Give me a pig! He looks you in the eye and treats you as an equal.”
101 Churchill 1953, 91.

100 Churchill 1930, 59; “No hour of life is lost that is spent in the saddle.” comp. “No hour of life is wasted that is spent in
the saddle.”

99 Addison 2006, 221-222.
98 Hansard 1906, Column 1239; Hansard 1945, Column 1703-1704; Hansard 1952, Column 2037.
97 Entry 285 credits him as Winston S. Churchill, all other entries use Winston Churchill.
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4.3 Dan Quayle

The only (as of now) living individuals in the ranking list are former Polish President Lech Wałęsa and

former United States Vice President Dan Quayle. Wałęsa’s quote is from the acceptance speech for his

Nobel Peace Prize.

Dan Quayle, on the other hand, is a series staple at the very bottom of the rankings. He is an American

politician who served as Vice President from 1989 till 1993 under President George HW Bush; this was

around when the �rst game was published, and he would have been a relatively recognizable �gure for

its audience at the time. Quayle was rather infamous for making malaproper statements such as his

quote: "We are ready for any unforeseen event that may or may not occur." It is di�cult to ascertain

which statements were originally made by Quayle and which have simply been attributed to him in the

years since. The aforementioned quote is from a statement made by Quayle to reporters during a

campaign event in Columbus, Ohio as reported by Jim Underwood of the Cleveland Plain Dealer on

September 23, 1990. The article even notes that the ga�e-prone Vice President seemed to have added to

his collection of misstatements. Quayle was responding to questions regarding the ongoing occupation

of Kuwait by Iraq and how well the United States was prepared for war; despite the ga�e, the United

States would emerge victorious from the Gulf War.104

104 Cleveland Plain Dealer 23.9.1990: “We are ready to defend Saudi Arabia. We are ready for any unforeseen event that may
or may not happen.”
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5. Natural Wonders
The natural wonders are various 34 pre-placed natural structures or environmental features the player

can discover in Civilization VI. These range from real life landmarks such as Mount Everest (entry105

42), Mount Kilimanjaro (entry 43), and the Cli�s of Dover (entry 25) to locations such as the

Galápagos Islands (entry 32). Whenever these are found, the player is treated to a short cinematic view

of them, while the corresponding quote is read aloud. The quotes generally re�ect on the location or

describe it in some way. Cross-checking each quote is beyond the scope of this essay, but among them

are a number of blog entries by tourists, quotes from tourist guidebooks, and various poems.106

The quotes are by 26 men, one woman, and four from other sources—newspapers, books, other works

or authors not speci�ed. The odd woman out in this rather male-dominated selection is one Nancy

Bonds, who was a student at the University of Texas around 2013. Her quote is from a travel blog entry

about climbing Mount Kilimanjaro (entry 43) in the student blog for the The Bachelor of Business

Administration program.107

The landmarks are recreated in a stylized and cartoonish manner which exaggerates the features but

keeps them recognizable, in accordance with the Civilization VI’s mixture of Chapman’s Realist and

Conceptual simulationist style.

We begin to notice inconsistencies with naming conventions, exempli�ed here by entry 38, for Lake

Retba. Here the quote is a section from the poem The Rime of the Ancient Mariner (1798) by Samuel

Taylor Coleridge. The speci�c section (Part 2, Stanza 9) is rendered in an abridged form, with lines 2

and 3 omitted.108

108 Coleridge 1798/2001, 3.
107 Bonds 2013.

106 Entries 43 & 49 are from travel blogs, entries 51 & 52 are respectably from a travel guide and a humor website describing
interesting natural features. Donald 2011; “This time, I was on the other side of the world, but as I headed into the heart of
New Zealand’s Fiordland, that same child-like feeling, long lost, of pure, unadulterated awe came rushing back. I knew the
road to Milford Sound was good – but this good?”; Hillman; Erickson 2012.

105 Entries 23-56.
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"Water, water, every where,

And all the boards did shrink;

Water, water, every where,

Nor any drop to drink."

Such abridged citations are common; signi�cant is that the title of the poem is included alongside its

author. This is not unusual per se as it occurs elsewhere, but is markedly inconsistent. Similar

inconsistencies crop up elsewhere with naming conventions.

5.1 Notables

During our playthrough we encountered the Pantanal (entry 48), also known as the Pantanal

Conservation Area, a UNESCO World Heritage Site since 2000. Located in western central Brazil, it

extends across the border to Bolivia and Paraguay. It is one of the world's largest freshwater wetland

ecosystems and the quote attributed to Brazilian scientist Aziz Ab´Saber re�ects on its uniqueness.109

We also encountered Crater Lake (entry 26), with a quote attributed to American author Jack London,

as well as the Ik-Kil, a cenote in present day Mexico near the Mayan ruins of Chichen Itza, which also

makes an appearance among the Constructed Wonders. The associated quote is attributed to the110

Books of Chilam Balam (entry 37), an umbrella title for a colonial collection of Mayan folklore. Balam is

a common surname meaning “jaguar”, while a chilan is a title used for oracles.111

Although not encountered in our playthrough, when encountering the Galápagos Islands (entry 32)

the associated quote is (appropriately enough) by Charles Darwin from Voyage of H.M.S. Beagle

Volume 3 (1839).112

112Darwin 1839, 454.
111Knowlton 2010, 1-2.
110Cenotes of Mexico 2015.
109UNESCO, Dossier: 999.
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5.2 Lost at the Fountain of Youth

On the more mythical end we �nd the Bermuda Triangle (entry 23), with a quote by Herman Melville

from Moby Dick (1851). Although a popular urban legend, the vaguely de�ned area in the North

Atlantic does not resemble the whirlpool-shaped ocean feature found in Civilization VI, or warrant

the air of mystery given the unrelated description of the mystery of the sea given by Melville.113

Equally mythical, although interesting for other reasons, is the Fountain of Youth (entry 31) with a

rather cryptic but still appropriate seeming quote attributed simply to Anonymous.

“Chyavana, desirous of obtaining beauty, quickly entered into the water. The twin Aswins also, O

King, sank into the sheet of water. And the next moment, they all came out … in surpassingly

beautiful forms, and young.” —Anonymous.

At �rst glance it seems the unattributed quote describes the fountain, but the name Chyavana as well as

the twin Aswins point to a di�erent source entirely: namely the Rigveda, one of the four canonical

Hindu texts, by unknown authors originating sometime before 1000 BC. The Rigveda consists of114

1028 hymns, with an average of eleven stanzas, all divided over ten books referred to as Mandalas. Of

interest is book seven, stanza 68 which describes the same scene as entry 31 above. The Aswins are twin

gods who perform many miracles throughout the Rigveda; here they restore the aging Chyavana to

youth, although this process does not seem to involve any fountains. As to why the entry is attributed115

to a generic unknown and not the text itself, when plenty of works by unknown authors are referred to

elsewhere, I hesitate to speculate on.

The fountain itself is a popular myth which has taken many forms and combined with other elements,

mixing together Gilgamesh’s adventures, the Alexander romance in the medieval age, and the journeys

of Ponce de León at the beginning of the early modern period. Bathing in the fountain, the legend

115 Maurer 1986, 5-6, 139, 141, 143.

114Maurer (1986) refers to the text as the Rgveda, newer translations such as the one by Stephanie W. Jamison and Joel P.
Brereton (2014) use Rigveda.

113 Melville 1851/2008, 899-900; “There is, one knows not what sweet mystery about this sea, whose gently awful stirrings
seem to speak of some hidden soul beneath; like those fabled undulations of the Ephesian sod over the buried Evangelist St.
John. And meet it is, that over these sea-pastures, wide-rolling watery prairies and Potters’ Fields of all four continents, the
waves should rise and fall, and ebb and �ow unceasingly; for here, millions of mixed shades and shadows, drowned dreams,
somnambulisms, reveries; all that we call lives and souls, lie dreaming, dreaming, still; tossing like slumberers in their beds;
the ever-rolling waves but made so by their restlessness.”
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holds, would allow one’s youth to be restored. During Medieval times the myth became associated with

that of the legend of Prester John, a powerful Christian ruler simply believed to reside somewhere

outside of Europe. With the discovery of the American continent the myth transformed to allow it to

be found in the New World. Despite the myth’s wide reach, it bears no direct connection to the116

Rigveda.

Figure 6: screenshot from Sid Meier's Civilization VI. Discovering the Fountain of Youth, with accompanying quote.

116 Jacob & Visoni-Alonzo 2015, 50-52, 54, 59-61; Knobler 2016, 5-7.
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6. Constructed Wonders
Having discussed the landmarks that Civilization VI considers notable wonders, we now arrive at the

category that utilizes the term in the more common sense to refer to various man-made structures. In

order to avoid confusion these will be referred to as Constructed Wonders.

“There were seven wonders in the world, and the discovery of the Terracotta Army, we may say, is

the eighth miracle of the world.” —Jacques Chirac, allegedly.117

The seven wonders are common knowledge in popular culture—seven man-made structures

considered to be uniquely worthy of praise (and all mysteriously located in lands conquered by

Alexander the Great). Originally only three wonders were mentioned in the writings of Herodotus,

before expanding to seven around 100 BC. An early source is a poem, attributed to either the Antipater

of Sidon (active around 125 BC) or the Antipater of Thessaloniki (active around 20 BC to 20 AD); it

praises the Pyramids, the Hanging Gardens of Babylon, the Colossus of Rhodes, the Temple of

Artemis, the Mausoleum at Halicarnassus, the Statue of Zeus in Olympia, and the Walls of Babylon—

out of which only the last one does not feature in Civilization VI. The poem is speci�cally quoted

when constructing the Temple of Artemis (entry 105). This list was then revised over time to �t the

political climate when it was revived during the Renaissance, with the Walls of Babylon giving way for

the Lighthouse of Alexandria. It is this later list which Civilization VI utilizes and expands on, much118

like the quote attributed to former French President Jacques Chirac that the game uses.

With all expansions accounted for there are a total of 53 of these World Wonders in Civilization VI;

buildings, structures, monuments, or building complexes, some still extant and others long destroyed.

A single quote is associated with each entry for a total of 53 quotes by 51 sources, with the Bible119

being quoted three times. The quotes generally re�ect on the structures, in either descriptions or

generally of the impression they create. Of those quoted 42 are men, and six women, and the �nal �ve

refer to the source and not the individual.120

120 The women are: entry 63, Trudy Garfunkel, Bolshoi Theatre; entry 64, Irving Berlin, Broadway; entry 66, Isla Deb,
Chichen Itza; entry 99, Katharine Blanche Guthrie, St. Basil's Cathedral; entry 100, Emma Lazarus, Statue of Liberty; entry
103, Maria Callas, Sydney Opera House.
The sourced entries are: The Bible for the entries on Etemenanki (72), Great Zimbabwe (78) and Panama Canal (94);

119 Entries 57-109.
118 Scarre 1999, 9, 13, 19-20.
117 The origin of entry 106 is questionable.
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We can note an inconsistent naming convention at work in this category as well, with some wonders

still referencing their actual locations and others not. Thus we have the Sydney Opera House (entry

103), which can be built anywhere, alongside the more generic Colossus (entry 68), Great Lighthouse

(entry 77), and Hanging Gardens (entry 80). The visuals of these do conform to the popular perception

of the wonders; similarly to the Natural Wonders, the features are exaggerated and the structures tower

over the surrounding landscape. As a minor oddity, the in-game model of the Pyramids of Giza

includes the Pyramids of Khufu, Khafre and Menkaure; they form a single collective entity that is

referred to simply as the Pyramids (entry 97).121

Occasionally the quote attribution will add a title or description to provide further context; e.g. entry

81 is attributed to Mikhail Piotrovsky, and speci�cally noting that he is the Director of the State

Hermitage when said wonder is constructed. Similarly entry 71, associated with Estádio do Maracanã,

will note that Alcides Ghiggia is an Uruguayan soccer player.122

Entries are from a wide variety of sources, from poems to tourist books; e.g. entry 66 for the Mayan

Temple of Kukulcán, which in-game is referred to by the name of the surrounding city Chichen Itza, is

from a personal travel blog. By contrast, creating the Casa de Contratación (entry 65) yields a heavily123

abridged section from the Treaty of Tordesillas. It is, however, notable that Civilization VI124

occasionally uses traditional names and titles instead of translating them to English; e.g. the structure

associated with entry 82 is the Huey Teocalli and not the Great Temple of Tenochtitlan. And as noted by

Angus Mol, Aris Politopoulos, and Csilla Ariese-Vandemeulebroucke, Civilization VI features a more

diverse selection of Wonders than previous titles.125

125 Mol & Politopoulos & Ariese-Vandemeulebroucke 2017, 217-218. e.g in the previous title Wonders originating from the
present day USA accounted for 22% of all Wonders compared to 3% in Civilization VI.

124 Treaty of Tordesillas 2017; “And all other lands, both islands and mainlands, found or to be found hereafter, discovered
or to be discovered hereafter, which have been discovered or shall be discovered by the said King and Queen of Castile,
Aragon, etc., and by their vessels, on the western side of the said bound, determined as above, after having passed the said
bound toward the west, in either its north or south latitude, shall belong to, and remain in the possession of, and pertain
forever to, the said King and Queen of Castile, Leon, etc., and to their successors.” Translation by J. B. Thacher, E. H. Blair
& J. A. Robertson.

123 Isladeb 2011.
122 Watts 2014, "Three people have silenced the Maracana - Frank Sinatra, the Pope and me."
121 Spence 1999, 21-22.

Visitor's Guide, Bodh Gaya, entry 87; Mahabodhi Temple. And �nally the Treaty of Tordesillas in entry 65; Casa de
Contratación.
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6.1 Highlighting a few cases

Constructing the Statue of Liberty will yield a quote (entry 100) from the poem The New Colossus

(1883) by Emma Lazarus, which is inscribed on the plaque at the feet of the real life statue. But the

Statue of Liberty was not the only wonder we constructed during the game; we also constructed

Alhambra (entry 52), Terracotta Army (entry 106), Forbidden City (entry 73), Broadway (entry 64),

and the Mausoleum at Halicarnassus (entry 88). These �ve examples will be discussed in this section.

The Alhambra is a palace and fortress complex located in Granada, Andalusia, Spain. Dating back to

the 13th and 14th century, it was designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1984. The126

associated entry 57 is a quote by writer Washington Irving (April 3, 1783 – November 28, 1859) from

his essay collection Tales of the Alhambra (Carey & Lea, Henry Colburn, 1832).127

Another UNESCO World Heritage Site is the Forbidden City, constructed between 1406 and 1420 by

the Ming emperor Zhu Di. O�cially known as the Imperial Palaces of the Ming and Qing Dynasties in

Beijing and Shenyang, it was designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1987. Entry 73 is128

attributed to Je�rey Riegel, an Emeritus Professor at Sydney University. The quote itself supposedly

originates in a 2008 documentary produced by the BBC about the Forbidden City, in which Riegel

took part, but this could not be independently veri�ed.129

Broadway is a street in New York known for its musical theaters. Entry 64 is attributed to writer Irving

Berlin. The Mausoleum at Halicarnassus was a tomb built between 353 and 350 BC in Halicarnassus

(present Bodrum, Turkey) for Mausolus. The word Mausoleum is derived from the name Mausolus.130

The associated entry 88 is attributed to Lucian of Samosata, the possible author of the poem already

mentioned.

6.2 The Bible

The largest source of quotes for Constructed Wonders is the Bible, with three quotes (entries 72, 78 and

94). Two further quotes are in Civics and Technology (entry 272 & 323 respectively). All �ve can be

130 Loader 1999, 37-40.
129 University of Sydney 2015; Berkeley; Jarus 2013; BBC 2008.
128 UNESCO, Dossier 439-001.
127 Irving 1869, 146.
126 UNESCO, Dossier 314.
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determined to be from the Bible, but there are several inconsistencies. Rather than utilize a single

version of the Bible, Civilization VI uses multiple di�erent versions. Entry 72 (Etemenanki) uses the131

New International Version, while entries 94 (Panama Canal), 272 (Distributed Sovereignty) and132 133

323 (Buttress) use the King James Version. Both entry 72 and 323 are abridged, and there are minor134

typographical errors.

Entry 94 (Great Zimbabwe) is more complicated and appears to be an amalgamation of both New

International Version and the King James Version, in addition to formatting di�erences. The passage, in

Civilization VI goes:

“King Solomon gave the Queen of Sheba all she desired and asked for; besides what he had

given her out of his royal bounty. So she turned and went to her own country, she and her

servants.” — 1 Kings, 10:13

The �rst sentence of the entry is from the New International Version: “King Solomon gave the queen of

Sheba all she desired and asked for, besides what he had given her out of his royal bounty.” And the135

second sentence is from the King James Version: “So she turned and went to her own country, she and

her servants.”136

Entry 72, the Etemenanki—the ziggurat of Marduk in Babylon—has a rather long history of being

destroyed and rebuilt, ultimately left to ruin. It is believed to be the origin of the biblical Tower of137

Babel, which is also re�ected in the quote.138

138 Thelle 2018, 81.
137 Beaulieu 2018, 229-230, 272.

136 Bible Hub, 1 Kings, 10:13; “And king Solomon gave unto the queen of Sheba all her desire, whatsoever she asked, beside
that which Solomon gave her of his royal bounty. So she turned and went to her own country, she and her servants.”

135 Bible Hub, 1 Kings, 10:13; “King Solomon gave the queen of Sheba all she desired and asked for, besides what he had
given her out of his royal bounty. Then she left and returned with her retinue to her own country.”

134 Bible Hub KJVc, Revelation 3:12; “Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no
more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem,
which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name.”

133 Bible Hub KJVb, Joel 3:14; “Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision: for the day of the LORD is near in the
valley of decision.”

132 Bible Hub KJVa, Psalms 46:2-3; “Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be
carried into the midst of the sea; Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains shake with the
swelling thereof.”

131 Bible Hub NIVa, Genesis 11:4; ‘Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the
heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves; otherwise we will be scattered over the face of the whole earth.”’
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The discovery of the Great Zimbabwe (entry 78) in the 1800s was accompanied by much ahistorical

speculation of their origins, including association with the Queen of Sheba, as can be gleaned from the

accompanying quote. At the time its discovery called into question the European notion that Africans

were not builders.139

The Panama Canal (entry 94) was completed in 1914 and controlled by the United States Government

till 1999. Originally a project envisioned by former French diplomat Ferdinand de Lesseps

(1805–1894), the man behind the Suez Canal, it was then abandoned and �nally taken over by the

United States in 1904 under President Theodore Roosevelt (1854–1919). The project saw Panama

secede from Colombia in 1903, with the help of Roosevelt, to make way for the canal once Colombia

refused. Roosevelt of course features in Civilization VI as a leader.140

6.3 Dubious quotes

When constructing the Christo Redentor (Christ the Redeemer), a quote attributed to one Sergey

Semenov is read: "Thus, the sculpture serves to give people one thought—'Everything is in God's hands."

Fitting for the statue, but the attribution is questionable, as Sergey Viktorovich Semenov (born 1995) is

a Russian Olympic wrestler. While this could be an error and the intended individual was Russian

author Sergey Terentyevich Semyonov (1868–1922), he died shortly after the construction of the statue

began in 1922 and concluded in 1931. Furthermore, the author Semyonov's work focused on the lives

of Russian farmers, and there is no indication that he ever wrote the quote in question.

Also dubious is entry 101, the Statue of Zeus, which is attributed to Samuel Augustus Mitchell

(1792–1868), an American businessman and mapmaker noted for his Ancient Atlas (1858). There is141

little to connect Mitchell to the statue, other than the entry as it appears in Sid Meier's Civilization VI.

The quote itself is a fairly generic description of the statue, and could be from any number of sources,

but is unlikely to originate from the mapmaker.142

The Terracotta Army (entry 106), discovered in 1974, is but a part of the much larger Mausoleum of

Emperor Qin Shi Huang (259–210 BCE), who also appears in Civilization VI as the leader of China.

142 Khatri 2012, 12; Loader 1999, 33-34.
141 Brückner 2017, 84-87, 104-105; Mitchell 1858.
140 Missal 2008, 3, 4, 5, 23, 26, 32, 39-40, 42.
139 Phillipson 1999, 190-191.
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The complex, built in 246 to 208 BC, was designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1987. The143

associated quote, as mentioned already, is attributed to former French President Jacques Chirac

(1932–2019), but there seems very little indication he actually spoke these words. The only original

source that could be found for this statement was on the tourist website China Highlights when it was

updated on February 3, 2015 to contain a passage claiming Chirac would have proclaimed the

Terracotta Army the eighth wonder of the world in September of 1987, when Chirac was Prime

Minister of France and Mayor of Paris. An earlier version of the site, updated on April 20, 2014, instead

mentions the �nd’s designation as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1987. Incidentally this edit, from

2015, also adds a list of famous heads of state that have visited, which despite the claims in Chirac’s

name do not mention him having visited. The article has since then gone through a number of changes,

with the latest as of this writing being from November of 2021, but the quote attributed to Chirac is

still present. Trying to locate the phrase in French leads to an article dated 17 July 2020, in the French144

edition the People’s Daily, the o�cial newspaper of the Chinese Communist Party. This would145

indicate that the English version came �rst.

145 People’s Daily 2020; Fang 2013, 108, 109.
144 Chinahighlights 2014, 2015, 2021.
143 UNESCO, Dossier 441.

46



Gustav Penttinen

7. Great Writers and their works
We brie�y mentioned the game’s Great People: individuals of such signi�cance that they are seen to have

left their mark on history. The treatment of these �gures is often very nationalistic in tone. Most

relevant of these Great People are the writers, capable of creating their signature works which then

provide prestige to the owner. Civilization VI classi�es 29 Great Writers, but I have for the sake of

simplicity included the Great General Sun Tzu in the category of Great Writers, as his secondary

function is to produce his own Great Work of Writing. With Sun Tzu thus included we have 30

authors who create 59 works that are quoted.146

The selection is rather eurocentric, with 21 out of 30 authors being European or North American. The

remaining nine are mostly East Asian, with the poet Rumi (Jalal ed-Din Muhammad Rumi,

1207–1273) being the only author from the Middle-East. Not a single author from Africa is147

featured.

As we will discover, with 8 women and 22 men, this is the most balanced the gender ratio gets in

Civilization VI. Even among the women the demographic is somewhat limited, with half being British

authors, and the remaining French, American, Chilean, and Japanese. Other than Jane Austen (entries

110, 111, 268) and Mary Shelley (entries 154, 155, 417), none of the women appear elsewhere. They

are Margaret Cavendish (entry 116 & 117), Beatrix Potter (entry 144 & 145), Marie-Catherine

d'Aulnoy (entry 120 & 121), Emily Dickinson (entry 124 & 125), Gabriela Mistral (entry 136 & 137),

and Murasaki Shikibu (entry 138 & 139).

In this category we can �nd a number of individuals that receive multiple attributions outside of their

writing as well. We will highlight a number of notables, such as Sun Tzu, Mark Twain, William

Shakespeare, Jane Austen, and Mary Shelley. Others not speci�cally highlighted but with several

attributions are Homer, Edgar Allen Poe, Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, Leo Tolstoy, Niccolo

Machiavelli and Rudyard Kipling, all with four attributions.

147 Theilhaber 2020, 385.
146 Entries 110-168.
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This category stands out as having no easily noticeable errors or misattributions, owing to the nature of

each quote being provided its proper source. The same, however, cannot be said for the quotes

occurring elsewhere attributed to the same individual, as the case of Mark Twain shows.

7.1 Sun Tzu: The Art of War

The Art of War is a military text, supposedly written by the Chinese General Sun Tzu sometime148

around 500 BC and presented to the King of Wu in order to gain favor and patronage. Sun Tzu's

historicity is still a matter of debate, but setting this aside leaves his The Art of War as the single most

quoted source by a single author in Civilization VI, with �ve entries (156, 191, 274, 275, and 422 )149

attributed to him.150

It was translated to French and published in Paris in 1772 by Father Jean Joseph Marie Amiot, a Jesuit

missionary, and rumored to have been read by a young Napoleon, although little evidence has been

found to support this claim. The �rst translation to English was done in 1905 by Captain E. F.

Calthrop, RFA, then a British army language student in Japan, but this was a translation from Japanese

into English. The earliest full translation to English is by Lionel Giles (Luzac and Company, 1910);151

this version is in the public domain and widely available, but has not been used in Civilization VI. As

multiple di�erent translations exist, it is di�cult to determine which ones have been utilized for the

di�erent entries. The translation from 1963 by Samuel B. Gri�th has been used for entry 191, which is

for Defensive Tactics in the Civics-Tree. In this instance using Giles’ translation might have been more152

�tting as it includes the name of the entry.

"Invincibility lies in the defense; the possibility of victory in the attack."

—Sun Tzu, The Art of War, chapter 4:5, page 128. English translation by Samuel B. Gri�th.

(1963/2005)

152 Sun Tzu, translation by Gri�th 2005, 128.

151 Sun Tzu, translation, Preface & Introduction by Gri�th 2005, 11; Sun Tzu, translation & Preface by Giles 2003, xxviii;
Yuen 2014, 1.

150 Sun Tzu, translation, Preface & Introduction by Gri�th 2005, 10, 17-19.
149 The quote in entry 422 is the same as in 275, the only such occurrence in the game.

148 Civilization VI utilizes Wade–Giles form of romanization for Sun Tzu, instead of the Hanyu Pinyin form Sūnzǐ. Tzu/zǐ is
a honori�c usually translated as Master. This also applies to Lao Tzu. For consistency the names will be rendered as in the
game.
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"Security against defeat implies defensive tactics; ability to defeat the enemy means taking the

offensive." —Sun Tzu, The Art of War, chapter 4:5, page 19. English translation by Lionel Giles

(1910/2003).

The other entries 156, 274, 275 (and its duplicate 422) utilize di�erent undetermined translations but

can be con�rmed as being from The Art of War via comparison to Giles and Gri�th.153

Strangely (or for that very popularity) the most well known line, "All warfare is based on deception", is

not used, but the quotes are otherwise among those most commonly known. When creating The Art154

of War the entry (156) reads: "Victorious warriors win first and then go to war, while defeated warriors go

to war first and then seek to win." As already mentioned this is from an undetermined translation. An155

abridged alternative translation by Giles was used by the main villain in the James Bond �lm Die

Another Day (Eon Productions & Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, 2002) which speaks of its ubiquity. The156

line can be interpreted as saying that it is the factors at play before a battle that determines its outcome:

army composition, supply lines, information on the enemies movements and so on. The battle itself

becomes an afterthought.

7.2 Mark Twain

Mark Twain was born Samuel Longhorn Clemens in Florida, Missouri in 1835 and died in 1910. He

was a journalist and author who wrote under many pseudonyms, with Mark Twain only being the most

famous of them.157

Mark Twain is quoted seven times, with entries among the Great Works (161, 162), in the Civics tree

(193, 217, 240) and technology tree (295, 311). Only three of these are correct: the Great Work quotes,

taken from Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Chatto & Windus / Charles L. Webster And Company,

1885) , The Adventures of Tom Sawyer (American Publishing Company, 1876) and entry 311 from158 159

159 Twain 1876/2008b, 31-32.
158 Twain 1885/2008a, 84-85.
157 Wuster 2016, 1.

156 Sun Tzu, translation by Lionel Giles, 2003, 20; “Thus it is that in war the victorious strategist only seeks battle after the
victory has been won, whereas he who is destined to defeat �rst �ghts and afterwards looks for victory,”

155 Compare Gri�th 2005, 131: "Thus a victorious army wins its victories before seeking battle; an army destined to defeat
�ghts in the hope of winning."

154 Sun Tzu, translation by Gri�th 2005, 96.

153 Sun Tzu, translation by Gri�th 2005, 131, 125, 150.
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the essay "What is Man?" (1902). The others are simply misattributed to him; four incorrect quotes160

for three correct quotes.161

7.3 William Shakespeare

The most famous English poet and playwright, born in late April of 1564 and died on April 23rd in

1616.162

William Shakespeare fares much better than Twain with all six quotes being from plays or texts he

wrote; All’s Well That Ends Well (1601-1608, entry 58 in Constructed Wonders) , Romeo and Juliet163

(1595, entry 152 in Great Works) , Hamlet (1600–1, entry 153 in Great Works) , As You Like It164 165

(1599–1600, entry 188 in Civics) , The Merchant of Venice (1596–7, entry 205 in Civics) and166 167

Sonnet 55 (1609, entry 299 in Technology).168

7.4 Jane Austen

Jane Austen was born on 16 December 1775 and died on 18 July 1817. Despite most of her work being

originally published anonymously, including her most well-known works Pride and Prejudice (Thomas

Egerton, 1813), Sense and Sensibility (Thomas Egerton, 1811), she has since her death achieved lasting

fame. Austen, along with Mary Shelly, are the only two women with three attributed quotes in169

Civilization VI. A number of women have managed to receive two entries, speci�cally owing to the

format of two entries per author for Great Writers.

The works appearing are of course Pride and Prejudice (entry 110), Sense and Sensibility (entry 111),

both entries are from the respective works. The �nal entry, 268 used when developing Social Media170

from the Civic-Tree, is from a letter to her sister Cassandra dated June 15, 1808.171

171 Austen 1808/2013.
170 Austen 1813/2008b, 48; Austen 1811/2008a, 169.
169 Butler 2007, 1, 81, 92.
168 Shakespeare 1609/2009, 64.
167 Shakespeare 1596–7/2008e, 71.
166 Shakespeare 1599–1600/2008d, 78.
165 Shakespeare 1600–1/2008c, 117.
164 Shakespeare 1595/2008b, 66.
163 Shakespeare 1601-1608/2008a, 39.
162 Holland 2007, 1, 59.
161 O’Toole 2016.
160 Twain 1902/2010, 9.
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7.5 Mary Shelley

Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley, née Godwin, was born to writers William Godwin and Mary

Wollstonecraft on August 30, 1797 and died on February 1, 1851. She was the second wife of poet

Percy Bysshe Shelley (4 August 1792 – 8 July 1822) and was most well known for writing Frankenstein

(1818). Together the couple have �ve entries attributed to them, with Mary Shelley (entries 147, 148172

& 417) narrowly beating out her husband (entries 34 & 74).

The two quoted works are, unsurprisingly, Frankenstein (entry 154 & 417 for Advanced AI in the

Tech-Tree) and The Last Man (entry 155).173

173 Shelley 1818/2008, 73, 141; 1826/2009, 362.
172 Mellor 1989/2009, xv, xvii, xx, 1-2, 18-20.
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8. Civic-Tree
We are now moving on to the two categories containing the bulk of the material. Here the quotes do

not follow any speci�c theme, such as having the quotes re�ect on the time of the invention. In both

the Civic- and Tech-Tree most advancements will have two associated entries, and the game will

presumably randomly pick which entry is presented. An overall trend is for one entry to be humorous,

while the other is more somber in tone, although this is not consistent. There are nine single entry cases

(Environmentalism, Near Future Governance, Venture Politics, Distributed Sovereignty, Optimization

Imperative, Global Warming Mitigation, Cultural Hegemony, Smart Power Doctrine, Exodus

Imperative).

The Civics-Tree contains 61 cultural advancements or Civics, with 113 quotes by 101 individuals and

other sources. Of these, 91 are by men and 8 by women. The women in question are: Isabel Hoving

(entry 174, Foreign Trade), Joan Baez (entry 189, Military Training), Esther Dyson (entry 220,

Mercantilism), Ayn Rand (entry 230, Opera and Ballet), Hannah Arendt (entry 251, Totalitarianism),

Victoria Woodhull (entry 249, Suffrage), Susan B. Anthony (entry 250, Suffrage) and Jane Austen

(entry 268, Social Media). The two remaining sources are the Bible (entry 272, Distributed Sovereignty)

and the comedy group Monty Python (entry 210, Divine Right).174

The inconsistencies surrounding naming conventions observed elsewhere are accounted for here. Entry

265 (the only quote on Environmentalism) is attributed to Argonautica, Apollonius Rhodius, which as

in the instance of Samuel Taylor Coleridge's quote (entry 38), is the name of the poem the Argonautica

and the poet Apollonius Rhodius (Apollonius of Rhodes, 3rd century BC). This also applies to entry175

418, where a quote attributed to Lao Tzu in the technology section is rendered as Tao Te Ching, Lao

Tzu.

This also extends to how initials are occasionally ignored; e.g. General George Smith Patton Jr.

(1885–1945) has three entries attributed to him in the Civics- and Tech-Tree, twice as George S. Patton

(entry 261 & 389) and once simply as George Patton (entry 387).

175 Apollonius Rhodius; “Daughter of Triton am I, dear friend, and nurse of thy children, no maiden; Triton and Libya are
my parents. But restore me to the daughters of Nereus to dwell in the sea near Anaphe; I shall return again to the light of the
sun, to prepare a home for thy descendants.” Translation by R.C. Seaton, 1912.

174Entries 169-281.
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9.1 Governments

As a player progresses through Civilization VI they are able to utilize di�erent forms of governments to

achieve their goals, with di�erent types of governments unlocked through the Civics-tree and organized

into �ve di�erent tiers. Chiefdom is the earliest available government and is unlocked through Code of

Laws (entry 169 & 170), with associated quotes attributed to Thomas Hobbes (entry 169) and

Aristotle (entry 170). Both are veri�able; although the quote by Aristotle might di�er depending on

translation, it does indeed originate from his work Politics.176

On the second tier we �nd Autocracy, Classical Republic and Oligarchy; all three are unlocked through

Political Philosophy (entry 185 & 186). These are of course based on rulership in Ancient Greece, with

the rest of the governments being similarly eurocentric. The associated quotes are attributed to Otto

von Bismarck (1815–1898, entry 185) and Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (entry 186). Both were177

German gentlemen active in the 1800s; the quote by Bismarck is modi�ed to be longer from a

statement he made during an interview, while the quote by Goethe lacks a clear source and does not

seem to be by him despite its popularity.178

On the third tier and onwards each government form has its own dedicated entry. Researching Divine

Right unlocks Monarchy (entry 209 & 210), Exploration unlocks Merchant Republic (entry 211 &

212), and Theocracy (entry 217 & 218) is unlocked through Reformed Church, which the game treats as

an advanced version of Monarchy, which acts as its prerequisite. The juxtaposition of humor and

solemnity is best exempli�ed in the contrast of entries 209 and 210; we will either hear a proclamation

of a absolute monarchs authority attributed to King James I or a mockery of a said authority in the179

form of a line from the �lm Monty Python and the Holy Grail (Python (Monty) Pictures, 1975).180

Although King James Stuart (1566–1625) is strongly associated with monarchical authority, if entry

209 originated with him in some form then it has been heavily modi�ed. Somewhat of an amateur

180 Entry 210; “Listen, strange women lying in ponds distributing swords is no basis for a system of government … You can’t
expect to wield supreme power just ‘cause some watery tart threw a sword at you!” — Monty Python and the Holy Grail
(Python (Monty) Pictures, 1975).

179 Technically speaking King James VI of Soctland and later King James I of England.
178 Bismarck 1895, 248. “Die Politik ist die Lehre vom Möglichen.”
177 Lerman 2004, 3, 258.

176 Hobbes 2005, 10; Aristotle, trans. Ernest Barker, 11: “Man, when perfected, is the best of animals; but if he be isolated
from law and justice he is the worst of all.”
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theologian, at the Hampton Court Conference in 1604 he commissioned a new translation of the

Bible which would later bear his name.181

But as noted, this juxtaposition of contrasting the comical with the serious is not an overall trend. Both

entries for Exploration are somber in tone, with both astrophysicist Neil deGrasse Tyson (entry 211),

and poet T.S. Eliot (entry 212) extolling the virtues of exploration. The quote by Tyson seems a182

shorter variation from a 2007 essay, but with Tyson being rather active on the social media platform

Twitter it is also possible the quote is from there. The quote by T.S. Eliot is from the poem Little183

Gidding, published in the collection Four Quartets (1943) . Conversely both entries for Reformed184

Church are humorous or used in such a manner. As already mentioned in chapter 7.3 it is unclear if

entry 217 is actually by Mark Twain. The other associated entry is an abridged quote from historian

Thomas Carlyle (entry 218), from his essay The State of German Literature (1827).185

On the fourth tier we encounter the quintessential 20th century forms of government; Democracy,

Fascism and Communism unlocked through Suffrage (entry 249 & 250), Totalitarianism (entry 251 &

252) and Class Struggle (entry 253 & 254) respectively. Ironically, it is here that women get to share the

limelight with half of the entries being by women. Victoria Woodhull (entry 249) and Susan B.

Anthony (entry 250) praise the equality of men and women, while Hannah Arendt (entry 251)

comments on the allure of totalitarianism. All six entries are of a serious or somber tone.186

Susan B. Anthony’s entry is of course the slogan of the Revolution, a newspaper she ran with fellow

su�ragist Elizabeth Cady Stanton. The second entry, 252, for Totalitarianism is by author Tom187

Robbins, as quoted in the New York Times 1993. Entry 254 for Class Struggle is naturally an188

188 Egan 1993, In the creative process with: Tom Robbins; Perfect Sentences, Imperfect Universe, NYT, Section C, Page 1, dec.
30 1993.

187 Lemak & Hopkins-Benton 2017, 41.
186 Arendt 1951/2004, 341.

185 Carlyle 1827, 39. The full sentence reads: “Had the Père Bouhours bethought him of what country Kepler and Leibnitz
were, or who it was that gave to mankind the three great elements of modern civilization: gun powder, printing, and the
Protestant Religion, it might have thrown light on his inquiry.”

184 Eliot 1943, Little Gidding, vers V.

183 Compare entry 211; “The day we stop exploring is the day we commit ourselves to live in a stagnant world, devoid of
curiosity, empty of dreams.” with Tyson’s essay “The day our knowledge of the cosmos ceases to expand, we risk regressing
to the childish view that the universe �guratively and literally revolves around us.”

182 Tyson 2007.
181 Durston 1993, xi, xiv, 53, 57; Patterson 1997, 45-47.
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abridged statement by Karl Marx, from a letter to Joseph Weydemeyer dated 5 March 1852.189

Somewhat more surprising is the statement by Warren Bu�ett, as quoted in the New York Times 2006.

Bu�et has also made similar statements in other interviews, e.g. in an interview with Lou Dobbs on

CNN in 2005. The ellipses added to the quote give the impression the original statement was longer190

and was therefore abridged, but this was not the case here.

And �nally on the �fth tier we encounter more speculative forms of government; Corporate

Libertarianism, Digital Democracy and Synthetic Technocracy, unlocked by Venture Politics (entry 271),

Distributed Sovereignty (entry 272) and Optimization Imperative (273) respectively. All three

governments at this stage are associated with only a single entry, which is fairly common with the

cultural and technological developments added by Gathering Storm. The entries are attributed to John

Stuart Mill (entry 271), Joel 3:14 (entry 272) and Edgar Allan Poe (entry 273). As already noted in 6.3

entry 272 utilizes King James Bible.

John Stuart Mill’s entry is taken unchanged from On Liberty (1859). The quote by Edgar Allen Poe191

is abridged and taken from his essay Maelzel's Chess Player (1836), published in The Southern Literary

Messenger, April 1836; here Poe discusses the hoax of an supposedly automatic chess player being

presented by the titular Maelzel.192

It can be noted that from a mechanical perspective the speculative governments are all placed at branch

ends, with them not acting as a prerequisite for any further developments. However, they all share the

same prerequisite in Near Future Governance (entry 270), which utilizes a quote attributed to

Aristotle—who also appears in the very �rst government form, thus creating (intentionally or

otherwise) a narrative of governmental development.

192 Frank & Magistrale 1997, 216-217; Poe 1836. The essay can be found in The Works of Edgar Allan Poe — Volume 4.
“Nothing has been written on this topic which can be considered as decisive—and accordingly we �nd every where men of
mechanical genius, of great general acuteness, and discriminative understanding, who make no scruple in pronouncing the
Automaton a pure machine, unconnected with human agency in its movements, and consequently, beyond all comparison,
the most astonishing of the inventions of mankind.”

191 Mill 1859/2003, 81.

190 Stein 2006, In Class Warfare, Guess Which Class Is Winning, NYT Nov. 26, 2006; Dobbs 2005, Buffett: 'There are lots of
loose nukes around the world', CNN June 19, 2005.

189 Marx 1852/1983, 62-65 “My own contribution was 1. to show that the existence of classes is merely bound up with certain
historical phases in the development of production; 2. that the class struggle necessarily leads to the dictatorship of the
proletariat; 3. that this dictatorship itself constitutes no more than a transition to the abolition of all classes and to a classless
society.” Translated by Peter & Betty Ross, their emphasis.
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9.2 The million dollar pen

Entry 264 (Space Race), attributed to one Will Chabot, reads as follows: “NASA spent millions of

dollars inventing the ball-point pen so they could write in space. The Russians took a pencil.”

It is unclear who Will Chabot is, but the quote itself is part of a popular urban legend that has been

debunked. Lead pencils are hazardous in space, as broken lead fragments can enter equipment and eyes,

hence why a ball-point pen that could write in space was necessary. The development was not funded

by NASA either, but rather by Paul Fisher of the Fisher Pen Company; and although development

costs rose over a million dollars; it was not the astronomical sum implied by the quote or by other

retellings of the myth. Additionally, the pen has been used by both Russians and Americans in space

since the late 1960s.193

Entry 235 (Scorched Earth) presents an interesting dilemma: the quote is widely attributed to US

General William Tecumseh Sherman (1820–1891), but might have a di�erent origin. His strong

association with the concept of scorched earth tactics makes him ideal for this entry, although he

obviously was not the originator of said tactics. The supposed remark by Sherman is believed to have194

been either part of a graduation address at Michigan Military Academy on June 19, 1879 or from a

speech to reunion of veterans in Columbus, Ohio, on August 11, 1880. The remark as given is also

somewhat di�erent than the more famous remark used in Civilization VI and elsewhere, also attributed

to Napoleon Bonaparte.195

Although not entirely incorrect, entry 173 (Foregin Trade) abridges and modi�es a statement by Adam

Smith from The Wealth of Nations (1776), by changing every man into every nation. The essence of the

message—the importance of trade and commerce for a society—remains unchanged.196

196 Smith 1776/2000, 41; “Every man thus lives by exchanging, or becomes in some measure a merchant, and the society
itself grows to be what is properly a commercial society.”

195 Shapiro & Epstein 2006, 546, 706; “There is many a boy here to-day who looks on war as all glory, but, boys, it is all hell.”
194 Moody 2011, 1-2, 4, 61
193 Reuters Fact Check 2021.
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9. Tech-Tree
Moving now onto the �nal category, which owing to the structure of the entry list is the largest single

category. Unlike the more abstract social and cultural developments simulated in the Civics Tree, the

Tech Tree focuses on more concrete technological innovations and developments, from the wheel and

animal husbandry to iron and nuclear fusion. Similarly to the Civics Tree the quotes do not follow any

speci�c theme, and the majority of the advancements will have two associated entries, with only one

being presented on discovery. The quotes are again a mixture of serious and humorous, with the overall

trend leaning towards the light-hearted. There are six cases towards the later half of the Tech Tree with a

single entry.197

The Tech Tree contains 76 technological advancements, with 146 quotes attributed to 134 individuals

or sources, out of which only 16 are women. This brings the total number of quotes attributed to198

women to 51 (technically 50 since one quote attributed to Eleanor of Aquitaine was removed when she

was added to the game proper, as mentioned already). This means only 12% of the quotes are attributed

to women.

The women attributed in the Tech-Tree are Janet Fitch (entry 283, Pottery), Adrienne Clarkson (entry

298, Masonry), Marie Osmond (entry 310, Iron Working), Shakuntula Devi (entry 314, Mathematics),

Andre Norton (entry 352, Industrialization), Sylvia Burwell (entry 362, Sanitation), Margaret

Thatcher (entry 365, Economics), Ginger Rogers (entry 383, Advanced Flight), Patricia Dunn (entry

392, Plastics), Lily Tomlin (entry 398, Synthetic Materials), Isabelle Fuhrman (entry 404, Guidance

Systems), Courteney Cox (entry 406, Lasers), Patti Smith (entry 410, Stealth Technology), Natasha

Vita-More (entry 415, Nanotechnology), and Mary Shelley (entry 417, Advanced AI).

As par for the course by now, the naming and attribution conventions are inconsistent, and although

the overall trend is to credit authors over their creations, there are exceptions. In the case of entry 328,

the quote is attributed to Hugo Cabret, the �ctional main character of the historical novel The

Invention of Hugo Cabret (Scholastic Press, 2007) by Brian Selznick. Entry 412 for Robotics lacks

198 Entries 282-427.

197 Re�ning (entry 374), Advanced AI (entry 417), Advanced Power Cells (entry 418), Cybernetics (entry 419), Predictive
Systems (entry 422), Smart Materials (entry 425).
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attribution entirely, but is clearly the trademark line of actor Arnold Schwarzenegger, spoken for the

�rst time in the �lm Terminator (Hemdale & Paci�c Western Productions, 1984).

9.1 The advances of seafaring

As discussing all 146 entries is beyond the scope of this essay, and with the category lacking a clear

theme, we will devise our own theme and highlight a small selection by focusing on technologies related

to seafaring and shipbuilding. Some but not all of these technologies exist linearly on the same branch

of the Tech-Tree, while others appear seemingly unrelated. As Ghys has noted, the impacts of the

innovations are to be understood metaphorically and some of the links between di�erent innovations

can be tenuous at best. Furthermore, many technological innovations occur earlier or later than they

should, owing to both deliberate design decisions and unintentional mistakes.199

Although much of the history of early seafaring is plagued by bias and lack of (or faulty) sources, travel

and transport by water did occur in Egypt, Mesopotamia around 3000 BC, trading for timber, copper

and tin. Military operations were conducted over water as well, so trade was not the single drive of

innovation.200

In Civilization VI seafaring begins with Sailing (entry 288 & 289), an early technology which allows

builders and early naval vessels to move on coastal tiles. The associated quotes are attributed to201

Benjamin Franklin and Sir Francis Drake respectively.

The quote by Franklin is modi�ed, with slightly di�erent wording, but appears to be from his Poor

Richard's Almanack of 1751. Sir Francis Drake’s entry cannot be con�rmed to be by him, and the202

same quote was also attributed to one Tom Drake (1863-1939) in Mainsail to the Wind: A Book of

Sailing Quotations (Sheridan House 1999), compiled by William Galvani. The same work also quotes

Sir Francis Drake but refers to proper sources when doing so.203

Harbors proper are unlocked by Celestial Navigation (entry 304 & 305), which requires Astrology

(entry 290 & 291). The pre-Islamic Arabs were already familiar with using the stars for navigation along

203 Galvani 1999, 12, 58, 163, 157, 192.
202 Franklin 1751; “Great Estates may venture more; Little Boats must keep near Shore.”
201 As the demonstration game took place largely inland with limited ocean travel, the need for a navy never arose.
200 McGrail 2009, 3, 16-17, 55.
199 Ghys 2014, 46-47, 48-49, 55.
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with the requisite understanding of astronomy, mathematics and the calendar; but these are decoupled

here and spread over a di�erent time scale. The associated entries for Celestial Navigation are from204

the poem Sea-Fever by John Mase�eld (entry 304) and a quote attributed to Omar Bradley (entry205

305), which is modi�ed and abridged from an address delivered by General Bradley, then Chief of Sta�

of the United States Army, on May 30, 1948. A more accurate but still abridged version of the quote206

also appears in An Inconvenient Truth (Melcher Media 2006) by Al Gore, but incorrectly states the date

as May 31.207

Shipbuilding (entry 312 & 313) provides the next big step forward and allows all land units to travel on

coastal tiles by embarking on transport ships. The associated entries are attributed to Capt. E.J. Smith208

and Thomas Gibbons respectably. Immediately followed by the aforementioned Mathematics, with

associated entries attributed to Shakuntala Devi (entry 314) and Galileo Galilei (entry 315); both

proved resistant to veri�cation.

Captain Edward Smith (27 January 1850 – 15 April 1912) joined White Star Line in 1880, and from

1904 onward, White Star Line would give him command over each new ship on their maiden voyage,

with the RMS Titanic intended to be his �nal command before retirement. It can be presumed he209

said the unabridged version of the quote, or it was attributed to him by Walter Lord in A Night to

Remember (1955); regardless, it refers to a comment Smith made in May of 1907 to a reporter after

bringing the RMS Adriatic to New York, and to the sinking of the RMS Titanic in 1912.210

Who the speci�cally quoted Thomas Gibbons is is unclear, but the quote itself is remarkably similar to

a passage from a sermon by one Reverend B.C.C. Parker, as recorded by the Sailor’s Magazine of Jan

1844.211

211 Sailor’s Magazine 1844, 162; “He remarked that they, above all men, needed its consolations; — men who the greater part
of their lives stood, as it were, on the verge of another world — nothing but a plank between them and eternity.”

210 Butler 1998, 48; Lord 1955, 37, 39, 65; “I cannot imagine any condition which would cause a ship to founder. I cannot
conceive of any vital disaster happening to this vessel. Modern shipbuilding has gone beyond that.”

209 Barczewski 2012, 160, 162, 164-165.

208 Sid Meier’s Civilization VI notes his position as the Captain of the RMS Titanic for the bene�t of those otherwise not
familiar with this particular piece of trivia.

207 Gore 2006.

206 United States. Congress 1948, A3452, A3494-A3495; “The United States has matured to world leadership; It is time that
we steered by the stars, not by the lights of each passing ship.”

205 Mase�eld 1946, 899.
204 McGrail 2009, 81.
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Cartography (entry 336 & 337) is sensibly required for all naval and embarked units to travel on ocean

tiles. The associated entries are attributed to John Quincy Adams and J.R.R. Tolkien respectively.

Adams’ entry is unlikely to be by him, as it can be found on a list of deliberately fake quotes which

inserted cartography terms into famous quotes. Additionally, the non-cartography version has been212

investigated by Garson O’Toole, who determined that the statement was made by Dolly Parton in

1997, while the earliest reference to John Quincy Adams was from 2002. Entry 337 is from Tolkien’s213

fantasy novel The Fellowship of the Ring (George Allen & Unwin, 1954), where it appears as part of a

poem.214

The entries for Square Rigging (entry 346 & 347) are attributed to Allan Villiers and a more generic215

English Proverb. Villiers (1903-1982) was an author and mariner who won the Australian Children’s

Book of the Year award in 1950. It is entirely possible he wrote the quote he is attributed, but it is216

frequently repeated alongside the earlier quote attributed to Sir Francis Drake.

Astronomy (entry 348 & 349) �nally makes its appearance with associated entries attributed to Plato

and astronomer and musician Brian May. The statement about Astronomy is by Plato, from The

Republic, but he places the words in Glaucon’s mouth and then disagrees with them. May’s quote is217

slightly abridged from an interview with Vox Magazine in 1991.218

Rounding out the selection is the replacer of the sail Steam Power (entry 360 & 361). Associated entries

are attributed to Winston Churchill and Lawrence Henderson respectively. As already noted, the quote

by Churchill appears to be from a speech made to the Royal College of Physicians on 10 July 1951.219

Lawrence Joseph Henderson (1878-1942) was an academic with far reaching interests in various �elds.

219 Churchill 1953, 91.
218 Vox Magazine 1991; “Yes, astronomy’s much more fun when you’re not an astronomer.”

217 Plato 2009, 502; “For every one, as I think, must see that astronomy compels the soul to look upwards and leads us from
this world to another.”

216 Marshall 2012.
215 Presumably a misspelling of Alan Villiers.

214 Tolkien 1954/2014, 177, 255; “All that is gold does not glitter, Not all those who wander are lost; The old that is strong
does not wither, Deep roots are not reached by the frost. From the ashes a �re shall be woken, A light from the shadows shall
spring; Renewed shall be blade that was broken, The crownless again shall be king.”

213 O’Toole 2011; “If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn more, do more and become more, you are a leader.”
212 Peterson 2013.
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The quote attributed to him can not be veri�ed; although it is widespread, it did not originate in his220

essay The order of nature (1917) like a number of webpages suggest.221

9.2 Questionable

Much like elsewhere this category has its fair share of incorrect attribution, or quotes with unclear

origin. Those covered here are presumably not the only ones.

Entry 297, for Archery, is attributed to comedian George Carlin (1937–2008), but the actual quote is

heavily modi�ed from one of his routines. The real quote would be: “May the forces of evil become222

confused on the way to your house.” Meanwhile, the quote presented in Civilization VI presents an223

entirely di�erent scenario in which the listener is to wish that hypothetical forces of evil will become

too confused to dodge the arrow you have �red at them. Whether this modi�ed quote originated here

or elsewhere is not entirely clear; Carlin was and is often credited for jokes or statements he never made.

In an undated blog post on his website, Carlin even wrote that any attributed quotes without a clear

source were to be treated as not by him.224

Entry 368 for �ight is attributed to Leonardo da Vinci and reads: “For once you have tasted �ight you

will walk the earth with your eyes turned skywards, for there you have been and there you will long to

return.” While seemingly appropriate, it has been determined that this is not a statement made by

Leonardo and instead originated in the episode I, Leonardo Da Vinci (1965) in the docuseries Saga of

Western Man (John H. Secondari, 1963-1969). In the documentary Leonardo is voiced by actor

Fredric March, who says the relevant line, although it di�ers slightly.225

Entry 400, which is commonly attributed to George Bernard Shaw, has been determined by O’Toole to

have originated in a slightly di�erently worded form by journalist William H. Whyte in 1950, and only

became associated with Shaw in a business book published in 1994.226

226 O’Toole 2014; “The great enemy of communication, we �nd, is the illusion of it.”

225 I, Leonardo Da Vinci, reel number 2 around 16 minutes and 20 seconds; “[...] and there you would return.” in the
documentary compared to “[...] and there you will long to return.”

224 Carlin.
223 Carlin, Playin' with Your Head; Track 1 "Hello-Goodbye" (HBO, 1986). The quote occurs around 3 min and 30 sec.
222Entry 297: “May the forces of evil become confused while your arrow is on its way to the target.”
221 Henderson 1917.
220 Cannon 1943, 31.
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10. Summary & Conclusion
Having now surveyed and discussed a small sample of the historical quotes, references and allusions

that populate and structure the player’s experience of Civilization VI, we can make a few informed

observations. The �rst is that the game’s focus is kept on the easily recognized parts of popular and

nationalistic history. We can recognize the stylized digital recreation of the Statue of Liberty and

understand its connection to the poem by Emma Lazarus. Through the application of Chapman’s

Conceptual simulationist style, we can easily see how Civilization VI draws from a wide catalog of

historical individuals, structures, events and movements—all processed through a �lter which applies a

cartoonish, family-friendly, but still easily recognizable portrayal for the purposes of a pro�table

commercial project. This is corroborated by Hammar’s application of Stuart Hall’s encoding and

decoding model of media analysis.

Staying within the scope of this thesis, I have not pushed the framework to its fullest potential by

surveying developer and player perspectives. There could be a potential for further research along those

lines, in keeping with work done by e.g. Ghys, Kultimaa, Grufstedt and Hammar.

To brie�y summarize; Civilization VI contains 427 quotations, out of which 84% are attributed to

men, with only 12% attributed to women, and an additional 4% which are attributed to groups,

organizations, newspapers, and written works directly—some of which, like comedy group Monty

Python (entry 210), also consist of men. The most quoted individual is Winston Churchill (entries 4,

243, 247, 285, 308, 358, 360, 382, 395). Jane Austen (entries 110, 111, 268) and Mary Shelley (entries

154, 155, 417) are the only women to have more than two entries.

The majority of quotes are from the English-speaking world; when the occasional non-Anglophonic

quote creeps in, such as the story from the Rigveda (entry 31), it is referred to without attribution.

Exceptions are made for su�ciently popular works, though; e.g. several quotes appear from Sun Tzu’s

The Art of War (entries 120, 191, 274, 275, 422).
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The research questions I posed in the introduction were:

1. Whose voice gets heard in Sid Meier's Civilization VI?

2. Does the selection focus mainly on speci�c privileged groups, such as mainly English-speaking,

white and masucline? Are some voices more prominent than others, such as European and

North American over Asian, African and South American voices?

3. Are the quotes authentic?

Viewing the results through Gramsci’s hegemony as well as Hill Collins’ Matrix of domination, we can

note that the quotes overwhelmingly favor men from Europe and North America. Asian and South

American voices are few and far between, while Africa is nearly silent. Women overall are marginal,

although one can note there appears to have been an e�ort to include more women—not always to

great results. Interestingly, perhaps because of the limited selection, quotes attributed to women appear

to have a higher grade of factuality than those attributed to men. Certainly the overall e�ort to be more

inclusive seems obvious from the increasingly diversifying cast of leaders.

To address the �nal question, although all entries have not been veri�ed, the frequency and

commonality of faulty quotes is rather high. False attributions and misquotes range from somewhat

incorrect ones, such as the heavily modi�ed joke by George Carlin (entry 297), to pure inventions like

the quotes attributed to Ivan the Terrible (entry 14) or Jacques Chirac (entry 106).

Out of 100 surveyed quotes (out of 427), 70 entries were deemed true, 25 false, and 5 unclear. To break

it down further, out of the 70 true quotes, 48 were deemed true without any modi�cations, 12 were

abridged but true, and the remaining were either modi�ed, orphan or from a di�erent translation than

the one utilized for veri�cation. Out of the false entries, 12 were seen as pure fabrications, 5 were either

unclear or false, and the remaining a mix of false through modi�cations or because of their orphan

status.

However, because of the limited selection, this should not be taken as a sign of the overall truthfulness

of the full selection of quotes, as the focus was on the most heard voices. The quotes attributed to just

four men—Churchill, Twain, Shakespeare and Sun Tzu—account for a quarter of the surveyed quotes,

which inherently skews the result.
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Thus we can say that although the majority of the surveyed quotes were found to be partially or

completely factual, there are a number of incorrect quotes, false or missing attributions, along with

other minor issues. It should be noted here that this indicates more about the surrounding digital

ecosystem providing the breeding ground for misinformation than it does about the development

process of digital games.

And as has been observed throughout, there is a lack of consistency in naming conventions. The reason

for this is debatable, but clearly accuracy and consistency have not been much of a factor; but of course

the quotes make up only a small (if integral) part of the overall experience of playing Civilization VI.

We are working with a franchise where history is reshaped into an entertainment product, �ltered

through the subjective lenses of the medium’s production process: this naturally results in an

anachronistic theme park that caters to the players’ expectations and presents them with a largely

familiar landscape that only occasionally veers into curious, uncharted territory. As can be observed

through Hall’s framework, established franchises—as well as those developers seeking to establish

themselves—are part of an industry; its hegemonic structures encompass production, dissemination

and reception, meaning there are always expectations that need to be adhered to, which limits room for

innovation and changes.

The nature of digital games as consumer products—regardless if presented in an anachronistic fashion

like Civilization VI or in a more realistic fashion akin to the traditional Hollywood bombast—does not

exempt them from academic scrutiny. It would be detrimental to ignore them, even without

considering the considerable popularity of both digital games and of history itself in the public mind.

To echo de Groot, historians should be aware of the mechanics by which history is disseminated and

sold, and in what form the public might encounter it.
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Charles Arthur C. Clarke 1 290 Writer 1917–2008, UK M

Clarkson, Adrienne Adrienne Clarkson 1 298 Journalist,
Politician 1939–, Canada F

Clausewitz, Carl
Philipp Gottfried Karl von Clausewitz 1 359 Philosopher 1780–1831,

Germany M

Coelho, Paulo Paulo Coelho 1 294 Writer 1947–, Brazil M

Coleridge, Samuel
Taylor

Samuel Taylor
Coleridge, The
Ancient Mariner

1 38 Writer 1772–1834, UK M

Cousteau, Jacques Yves Jacques Yves Cousteau 1 237 Activist 1910–1997,
France M

Cox, Courteney Courteney Cox 1 406 Actress 1964–, USA F

Crookes, William Sir William Crookes 1 380 Chemist 1832–1919, UK M

D'Angelo, Anthony Anthony D'Angelo 1 303 M

d'Aulnoy,
Marie-Catherine Le
Jumel de Barneville

Marie-Catherine
d'Aulnoy 2 120, 121 Writer 1650/1651–

1705, France F
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Darwin, Charles Charles Darwin 1 32
Naturalist,
geologist,
biologist

1809–1882, UK M

Dawson, Edward Edward Dawson 1 95 Writer Contemporary,
UK M

de Cervantes, Miguel Miguel de Cervantes 2 122, 123 Writer 1547–1616,
Spain M

de Gaulle, Charles Charles de Gaulle 1 11 Politician 1890–1970,
France M

Devi, Shakuntala Shakuntala Devi 1 314 Writer 1929–2013,
India F

Dickinson, Emily
Elizabeth Emily Dickinson 2 124, 125 Writer 1830–1886, USA F

do Couto, Diogo Diogo do Couto 1 59 Historian c. 1542– 1616,
Portugal M

Donald, Darroch Darroch Donald 1 49 Photographer UK M

Dosch, Vern Vern Dosch 1 178 M

Drake, Francis Sir Francis Drake 1 289 Mariner c.  1540– 1596,
UK M

Dunn, Patricia Patricia Dunn 1 392 1953–2011, USA F

Durán, Diego Fray Diego Durán 1 82 Priest c. 1537– 1588,
Spain M

Dyson, Esther Esther Dyson 1 220 Writer 1951–, USA F

Ehrlich, Paul Ralph Paul R. Ehrlich 1 393 Biologist 1932–, USA M

Ei�el, Alexandre
Gustave Gustave Ei�el 1 70 Civil engineer 1832–1923,

France M

Einstein, Albert Albert Einstein 3 247, 281,
355 Scientist 1879–1955,

Germany, USA M

Eisenstein, Charles Charles Eisenstein 1 370 Writer 1967–, USA M

Eleanor of Aquitaine Eleanor of Aquitaine 1 12 Duchess of
Aquitaine

c. 1122–1204,
France F
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Eliot, Thomas Stearns T.S. Eliot 2 212, 269 Writer 1888–1965, USA M

Emerson, Ralph Waldo Ralph Waldo
Emerson 1 181 Writer 1803–1882, USA M

Epictetus Epictetus 1 306 Writer c. 50–c. 135 CE,
Ancient Greece M

Erickson, Budd Budd Erickson 1 52 Journalist Contemporary M

Ethelred the Unready Ethelred the Unready 1 20 King of England 966–1016, UK M

Euwe, Machgielis "Max" Max Euwe 1 321
Chess player,

mathematician,
writer

1901–1981,
Netherlands M

Fan Zhongyan Fan Zhongyan 1 56 Writer 989–1052, China M

Fergusson, Adam
Dugdale Adam Fergusson 1 98 Journalist 1932–, UK M

Fitch, Janet Janet Fitch 1 283 Writer 1955–, USA F

FitzGerald, Edward Edward FitzGerald 1 277 Writer 1809–1883, UK M

Fitzgerald, Francis Scott
Key F. Scott Fitzgerald 2 126, 127 Writer 1896–1940, USA M

Forbes, Malcolm
Stevenson Malcolm Forbes 1 330 Businessman 1919–1990, USA M

Ford, Henry Henry Ford 1 338 Businessman 1863–1947, USA M

Forster, Edward
Morgan E.M. Forster 1 213 Writer 1879–1970, UK M

France, Anatole Anatole France 1 206 Writer 1844–1924,
France M

Franklin, Benjamin Benjamin Franklin 2 288, 373 Politician 1706–1790, USA M

Frost, Robert Robert Frost 1 216 Writer 1874–1963, USA M

Fuhrman, Isabelle Isabelle Fuhrman 1 404 Actress 1997–, USA F

Galilei, Galileo Galileo Galilei 1 315 Scientist 1564–1642, Italy M
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Gandhi, Mohandas
Karamchand Mahatma Gandhi 1 214 Activist 1869–1948,

India M

Garfunkel, Trudy Trudy Garfunkel 1 63 Writer 1944–, USA F

Garvey, Marcus Marcus Garvey 1 255 Writer 1887–1940,
Jamaica M

Gay, John John Gay 1 190 Writer 1685–1732, UK M

Gellner, Ernest André Ernest Gellner 1 227 Philosopher 1925–1995,
British-Czech M

Getty, Jean Paul J. Paul Getty 1 340 Businessman 1892–1976, USA M

Ghiggia, Alcides
Edgardo

Alcides Ghiggia,
Uruguayan soccer
player

1 71 Soccer player 1926–2015,
Uruguay M

Gibbons, Thomas Thomas Gibbons 1 313 M

Gobel, George George Gobel 1 375 Comedian 1919–1991, USA M

Godwin, Francis Francis Godwin 1 421 Historian 1562–1633, UK M

Goethe, Johann
Wolfgang

Johann Wolfgang von
Goethe 3 165, 166,

186 Writer 1749–1832,
Germany M

Gosse, William William Gosse 1 54 Explorer 1842–1881,
Australia M

Grahame, Kenneth Kenneth Grahame 1 93 Writer 1859–1932, UK M

Grant, Ulysses Ulysses S. Grant 1 176 General,
Politician 1822–1885, USA M

Grove, Florence
Crauford F. Crauford Grove 1 41 Mountaineer,

writer 1838–1902, UK M

Guthrie, Katharine
Blanche

Katharine Blanche
Guthrie 1 99 Artist 1905–1981, UK F

Hackworth, David
Haskell

Colonel David
Hackworth 1 175 Journalist 1930–2005, USA M

Had�eld, Chris Austin Chris Had�eld 1 29 Astronaut 1959–, Canada M

Hall, John John Hall 1 195 M
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Hammurabi Hammurabi 1 2 King of Babylon c. 1810–c. 1750
BCE M

Hansen, John John Hansen 1 356 M

Harburg, Edgar Yipsel E.Y. Harburg 1 396 Singer 1896–1981, USA M

Harding, Warren
Gamaliel Warren G. Harding 1 19 Politician 1865–1923, USA M

Hatshepsut Hatshepsut 1 10 Pharaoh c. 1507– 1458
BCE F

Heinlein, Robert
Anson Robert Heinlein 1 318 Writer 1907–1988, USA M

Hemingway, Ernest
Miller Ernest Hemingway 1 324 Writer 1899–1961, USA M

Henderson, Lawrence
Joseph Lawrence Henderson 1 361 Scientist 1878–1942, USA M

Hermes Trismegistus Hermes Trismegistus 1 425 Mythical �gure,
writer M

Hill, Joe Joe Hill 1 398 M

Hill, Samuel Prout Samuel Prout Hill 1 86 Writer 1783–1852, UK M

Hillary, Edmund
Percival Sir Edmund Hillary 1 42 Mountaineer 1919–2008, New

Zealand M

Hillman, Howard Howard Hillman 1 51 Writer Contemporary M

Hippocrates Hippocrates 1 291 Physician
c. 460–c. 370
BCE, Ancient
Greece

M

Hobbes, Thomas Thomas Hobbes 1 169 Philosopher 1588–1679, UK M

Homer Homer 4 91, 128,
129, 350 Writer c. 750 BCE,

Ancient Greece M

Hoover, Herbert Herbert Hoover 2 15, 408 Politician 1874–1964, USA M

Hoving, Isabel Isabel Hoving 1 174 Writer 1955–,
Netherlands F
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Hugo, Victor-Marie Victor Hugo 2 39, 426 Writer 1802–1885,
France M

Ibn Battuta Ibn Battuta 1 84 Scholar
1304–
1368/1369,
Morocco

M

Ildan, Mehmet Murat Mehmet Murat Ildan 1 335 Writer 1965–, Turkey M

Imru-al-Qais Imru-ul-Quais 1 50 Writer
501–544 CE,
present day Saudi
Arabia

M

Irving, Washington Washington Irving 1 57 Writer 1783–1859, USA M

Isladeb Isla Deb 1 66 Contemporary,
USA F

Ivan the Terrible Ivan the Terrible 1 14 Tzar of Russia 1530–1584,
Russia M

Iyer, Siddharth Pico
Raghavan Pico Iyer 1 96 Writer 1957–, UK M

Jallberg, Mogens Mogens Jallberg 1 199 M

Jami, Criss Criss Jami 1 316 Writer 1987–, USA M

Joyce, James Augustine
Aloysius James Joyce 2 130, 131 Writer 1882–1941,

Ireland M

Keillor, Gary Edward
"Garrison" Garrison Keillor 1 180 Writer 1942–, USA M

Keith, Sir Arthur Arthur Keith 1 228 Anatomist,
anthropologist 1866–1955, UK M

Kennedy, John
Fitzgerald John F. Kennedy 1 263 Politician 1917–1963, USA M

Khrushchev, Nikita
Sergeyevich Nikita Khrushchev 1 364 Politician 1894–1971,

Russia, USSR M

King James VI and I
(James Charles Stuart) King James I 1 209

King of
Scotland,

England and
Ireland

1566–1625, UK M

89



Gustav Penttinen

Kipling, Joseph
Rudyard Rudyard Kipling 3 85, 279,

424 Writer 1865–1936, UK M

Kossuth, Lajos Lajos Kossuth 1 92 Journalist,
politician

1802–1894,
Hungary M

Lao Tzu Lao Tzu 2 403, 418 Philosopher
Unknown, 6th
century – 4th
century BCE

M

Lasch, Christopher Christopher Lasch 1 239 Historian 1932–1994, USA M

Lazarus, Emma Emma Lazarus 1 100 Writer 1849–1887, USA F

Leonardo da Vinci Leonardo da Vinci 1 368 Polymath 1452–1519, Italy M

Levenson, Samuel Sam Levenson 1 61 Writer, comedian 1911–1980, USA M

Li, Bai Li Bai 2 132, 133 Writer 701–762 M

Liddell Hart, Sir Basil
Henry B.H. Liddell Hart 1 390 Historian 1895–1970, UK M

Lincoln, Abraham Abraham Lincoln 1 3 Politician 1809–1865, USA M

Locke, John John Locke 1 221 Philosopher 1632–1704, UK M

Lombardi, Vince Vince Lombardi 1 259 American
football coach 1913–1970, USA M

London, Jack Jack London 1 26 Writer 1876–1916, USA M

Longfellow, Henry
Wadsworth

Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow 1 296 Writer 1807–1882, USA M

Louis XV Louis XV 1 13 King of France 1710–1774,
France M

Louis XVI Louis XVI 1 16 King of France 1754–1793,
France M

Lucian of Samosata Lucian of Samosata 1 88 Writer c. 125–after 180,
Ancient Greece M

MacDonald, Richard Richard MacDonald 1 301 Artist 1946–, USA M

Machiavelli, Niccolò Niccolo Machiavelli 3 134, 135,
203 Writer 1469–1527, Italy M
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Mandela, Nelson
Rolihlahla Nelson Mandela 1 5 Activist,

politician
1918–2013,
South Africa M

Manguel, Alberto Alberto Manguel 1 76 Writer
1948–,
Argentina,
Canada, France

M

Marcus Aurelius Marcus Aurelius 2 8, 179 Roman Emperor 121–180 M

Martin Louis Amis Martin Amis 1 248 Writer 1949–, UK M

Marx, Karl Heinrich Karl Marx 1 254 Philosopher 1818–1883,
Germany M

Mary Tudor I Mary Tudor I 1 21
Queen of

England and
Ireland

1516–1558, UK F

Mase�eld, John Edward John Mase�eld 2 304, 423 Writer 1878–1967, UK M

May, Brian Harold Brian May 1 349 Musician,
astronomer 1947–, UK M

McGuinness, Patrick Patrick McGuinness 1 215 M

Melville, Herman Herman Melville 1 23 Writer 1819–1891, USA M

Michaels, Lorne Lorne Michaels 1 302 Comedian 1944–, USA M

Mill, John Stuart John Stuart Mill 1 271 Philosopher 1806–1873, UK M

Milton, John John Milton 1 53 Writer 1608–1674, UK M

Mitchell, Samuel
Augustus

Samuel Augustus
Mitchell 1 101 Businessman 1790–1868, USA M

Montgomery, Bernard
Law Bernard Montgomery 1 333 General 1887–1976, UK M

Muir, John John Muir 1 46 Naturalist,
writer 1838–1914, USA M

Murasaki Shikibu (紫
式部, English: "Lady

Murasaki")
Murasaki Shikibu 2 138, 139 Writer c. 973 or 978

–c. 1014 or 1031 F

Murrow, Edward
Roscoe Edward R. Murrow 1 401 Broadcast

journalist and
1908–1965, USA M
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war
correspondent

Nelson, Horatio Horatio Nelson 1 262 Admiral 1758–1805, UK M

Nelson, Ted Ted Nelson 1 394 Philosopher 1937–, USA M

Nero Nero 1 18 Roman Emperor 37–68 CE M

Newton, Sir Isaac Isaac Newton 1 407 Mathematician 1643–1727, UK M

Nguyễn Trãi Nguyễn Trãi 1 36
Confucian

scholar, political
advisor

1380–1442,
Present day
Vietnam

M

Nhat Hanh Nhat Hanh 1 242 Thiền Buddhist
monk, writer

1926–2022,
Vietnam M

Nilekani, Nandan Nandan Nilekani 1 246 Businessman 1955–, India M

Nixon, Richard
Milhous Richard Nixon 1 258 Politician 1913–1994, USA M

Norton, Andre Alice Andre Norton 1 352 Writer 1912–2005, USA F

Nox, Nemo Nemo Nox 1 334 Unknown M

O'Reilly, John Boyle John Boyle O'Reilly 1 200 Writer 1844–1890,
Ireland M

Osmond, Olive Marie Marie Osmond 1 310 Singer 1959–, USA F

Ostrovsky, Alexander
Nikolayevich Alexander Ostrovsky 1 201 Playwright 1823–1886,

Russia M

Owens, Bill Bill Owens 1 177 M

Palmer, Bartlett Joshua B.J. Palmer 1 371 Chiropractor 1882–1961, USA M

Patton, George Smith
Jr. George Patton 3 261, 387,

389 General 1885–1945, USA M

Phillips, Wendell Wendell Phillips 1 345 Abolitionist 1811–1884, USA M

Philo of Byzantium Philo of Byzantium 1 68 Engineer
c. 280–c. 220
BCE, Ancient
Greece

M
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Piotrovsky, Mikhail
Borisovich

Mikhail Piotrovsky,
Director of the State
Hermitage

1 81 Scholar 1944–, USSR,
Russia M

Plato Plato 1 348 Philosopher

428/427 or
424/423–
348/347 BCE,
Ancient Greece

M

Pliny the Younger Pliny the Younger 1 45 Writer 61–c. 113,
Ancient Rome M

Plutarch Plutarch 1 282 Philosopher 46–after 119 CE,
Ancient Greece M

Poe, Edgar Allen Edgar Allen Poe 3 142, 143,
273 Writer 1809–1849, USA M

Potter, Helen Beatrix Beatrix Potter 2 144, 145 Writer 1866–1943, UK F

Pratchett, Sir Terence
David John Terry Pratchett 2 208, 344 Writer 1948–2015, UK M

Priestley, Sir Raymond
Edward Sir Raymond Priestley 1 58 Geologist 1886–1974, UK M

Pūblius Ovidius Nāsō Ovid 2 140, 141 Writer 43 BCE– 17/18
CE M

Pushkin, Alexander
Sergeyevich Alexander Pushkin 2 146, 147 Writer 1799–1837,

Russia M

Qu Yuan Qu Yuan 2 148, 149 Writer c. 340 BC– 278
BC M

Quayle, Dan Dan Quayle 1 22 Politician 1947–, USA M

Ramachandran,
Vilayanur Subramanian

Vilayanur
Ramachandran 1 223 Neuroscientist 1951–, India M

Rand, Ayn Ayn Rand 1 230 Writer 1905–1982, USA F

Reagan, Ronald Wilson Ronald Reagan 1 202 Actor, politician 1911–2004, USA M

Reiss, Peter Peter Reiss 1 379 M

Riegel, Je�rey Je�rey Riegel 1 73 Scholar Contemporary,
Australia M
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Riordan, Richard
Russell Jr. Rick Riordan 1 351 Writer 1964–, USA M

Robbins, Tom Tom Robbins 1 252 Writer 1932–, USA M

Roberts, Craig Craig Roberts 1 366 M

Robertson, Robbie Robbie Robertson 1 256 Musician 1943–, Canada M

Rogers, Ginger Ginger Rogers 1 383 Actress 1911–1995, USA F

Rogers, William Penn
Adair Will Rogers 2 284, 287 Comedian 1879–1935, USA M

Romm, Joe Joe Romm 1 413 Writer 1960–, USA M

Roosevelt, Theodore Theodore Roosevelt 1 197 Politician 1858–1919, USA M

Rubin, Marty Marty Rubin 1 339 M

Rumi, Jalal ed-Din
Muhammad Rumi 2 150, 151 Writer 1207–1273 M

Runyon, Damon Damon Runyon 1 244 Writer 1880–1946, USA M

Ruskin, John John Ruskin 1 322 Writer 1819–1900, UK M

Sagan, Carl Edward Carl Sagan 2 354, 414 Astronomer 1934–1996 M

Saint Bede Saint Bede 1 67 Priest 672/3–26 May
735, UK M

Santana, Carlos Carlos Santana 1 267 Musician 1947–, USA M

Savage, Adam Whitney Adam Savage 1 357 Television
personality 1967–, USA M

Schumacher, Ernst
Friedrich E.F. Schumacher 1 353 Economist 1911–1977, UK M

Semenov, Sergey Sergey Semenov 1 69 Wrestler 1995–, Russia M

Shakespeare, William William Shakespeare 6
75, 152,

153, 188,
205, 299

Writer 1564–1616, UK M

Shankara, Adi Adi Shankara 1 89 Scholar 8th cent. CE,
India M
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Shaw, George Bernard George Bernard Shaw 1 400 Writer 1856–1950,
Ireland M

Shelley, Mary
Wollstonecraft (née

Godwin)
Mary Shelley 3 154, 155,

417 Author 1797–1851, UK F

Shelley, Percy Bysshe Percy Bysshe Shelley 2 34, 74 Poet 1792–1822, UK M

Sherman, William
Tecumseh

William Tecumseh
Sherman 1 235 General 1820–1891, USA M

Slovo, Joe Joe Slovo 1 245 Politician 1926–1995,
South Africa M

Smith, Adam Adam Smith 2 173, 192 Economist,
philosopher 1723–1790, UK M

Smith, Edward John Capt. E.J. Smith,
RMS Titanic 1 312 Naval o�cer 1850–1912, UK M

Smith, Patti Patti Smith 1 410 Singer 1946–, USA F

Snicket, Lemony
(Handler, Daniel) Lemony Snicket 1 325 Writer 1970–, USA M

Spinoza, Baruch Baruch Spinoza 1 222 Philosopher 1632–1677,
Holland M

Spire, Matt Matt Spire 1 416 Writer M

Steinbeck, John Ernst
Jr. John Steinbeck 1 309 Writer 1902–1968, USA M

Stepanek, Matthew
Joseph Thaddeus Mattie Stepanek 1 427 Writer 1990–2004, USA M

Stone, William Clement W. Clement Stone 1 388 Businessman,
self-help writer 1902–2002, USA M

Stoppard, Tom Tom Stoppard 1 172 Writer 1937–, UK M

Strabo Strabo 2 47, 80 Philosopher 64 or 63 BCE –c.
24 CE M

Sun Tzu Sun Tzu 5
156, 191,
274, 275,

422
Military tactician 544–496 BCE M
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Tagore, Rabindranath Rabindranath Tagore 2 157, 158 Polymath 1861–1941,
India M

Tayler, Howard Howard Tayler 1 204 Artist 1968–, USA M

Taylor, Bayard Bayard Taylor 1 104 Writer 1825–1878, USA M

Thatcher, Margaret
Hilda Margaret Thatcher 1 365 Politician 1925–2013, UK F

Thomson, Sir John
Arthur Sir John Thomson 1 293 Diplomat 1861–1933, UK M

Thoreau, Henry David Henry David Thoreau 2 62, 77
Naturalist,

essayist, poet,
and philosopher.

1817–1862, USA M

Tolkien, John Ronald
Reuel J.R.R. Tolkien 1 337 Writer 1892–1973, UK M

Tolstoy, Lev
Nikolayevich Leo Tolstoy 3 159, 160,

278 Writer 1828–1910,
Russia M

Tomlin, Lily Lily Tomlin 1 397 Actress 1939–, USA F

Townes, Charles Charles Townes 1 405 Physicist 1915–2015, USA M

Travis, Merle Merle Travis 1 286 Singer 1917 – 1983,
USA M

Tredgold, Thomas Thomas Tredgold 1 374 Engineer, writer 1788–1829, UK M

Twain, Mark Mark Twain 7

161, 162,
217, 240,
295, 311,

193

Writer 1835–1910, USA M

Tyson, Neil deGrasse Neil deGrasse Tyson 1 211 Astrophysicist 1958–, USA M

Valmiki Valmiki 2 163, 164 Writer 500 BCE to 100
BCE M

Verne, Jules Jules Verne 1 420 Writer 1828–1905,
France M

Villiers, Alan Allan Villiers 1 346 Writer 1903–1982,
Australia, UK M

Vita-More, Natasha Natasha Vita-More 1 415 Writer 1950–, USA F
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Vujovic, Ljubo Ljubo Vujovic 1 79 M

Wałęsa, Lech Lech Wałęsa 1 9 Politician 1943–, Poland M

Wallace, Alfred Alfred Wallace 1 232 Naturalist 1823–1913, UK M

Wallis Budge, Sir Ernest
Alfred Thompson E. A. Wallis Budge 1 83 Egyptologist 1857–1934, UK M

Wanamaker, John John Wanamaker 1 184 Merchant 1838–1922, USA M

Watts, Alan W. Alan W. Watts 1 196 Writer 1915–1973, UK M

Wells, Herbert George H. G. Wells 2 167, 168 Writer 1866–1946, UK M

White, Lynn Townsend
Jr. Lynn White Jr. 1 326 Historian 1907–1987, USA M

Wilson, Edward Edward Wilson 1 238 Naturalist,
writer 1929–2021, USA M

Wilson, Harvey Earl Earl Wilson 1 376 Journalist 1907–1987, USA M

Winters, George George Winters 1 384 M

Woodhull, Victoria Victoria Woodhull 1 249 Writer 1838–1927, USA F

Wordsworth, William William Wordsworth 1 25 Writer 1770–1850, UK M

Wright, Steven
Alexander Steven Wright 1 341 Comedian 1955–, USA M

Yeager, Chuck Elwood Chuck Yeager 1 369 Military pilot 1923–2020, USA M

Yeboah, Ernest Ernest Yeboah 1 377 M

Zweig, Stefan Stefan Zweig 1 241 Writer
1881–1942,
Austria-Hungary,
UK

M
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Appendix 2: Quotes
Entries will be labeled as follows:

● True: quote matches source.

● False: no source found or strong indication quote is incorrect.

● Unclear: when no source can be found, but there is no clear indication to the contrary.

Further modi�ers will also be indicated:

● Abridged: when quote is shorter than indicated by source.

● Modi�ed: when quote is longer than indicated by source or uses di�erent wording.

● Heavily modi�ed: when quote has been substantially altered, sometimes to the point of being

false.

● Orphan: when the quote is real, but the indicated source is wrong.

The following abbreviations and acronyms are used for this section:

● Victory Ranking: VR

● Natural Wonder: NW

● Constructed Wonder: CW

● Great Work of Writing: GW

● Civics: CT

● Technology: TT
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Entry Name
(in-game)

Name
(index) Quote Type Location True/

False Source/ Notes

1 Augustus
Caesar

Augustus
Caesar

I found Rome a city of bricks
and left it a city of marble. VR VR True. Edmondson

2009, 3.

2 Hammurabi Hammurabi
The �rst duty of government
is to protect the powerless
from the powerful.

VR VR

3 Abraham
Lincoln

Lincoln,
Abraham

Leave nothing for tomorrow
which can be done today. VR VR True. Lincoln 1850, 82.

4 Winston
Churchill

Churchill,
Winston

Where there is great power
there is great responsibility;
where there is less power there
is less responsibility; and where
there is no power there can, I
think, be no responsibility.

VR VR True. Hansard 1906,
Column 1239

5 Nelson
Mandela

Mandela,
Nelson

Real leaders must be ready to
sacri�ce all for the freedom of
their people.

VR VR True.
Nelson Mandela
Foundation
2010.

6 Catherine
the Great

Catherine the
Great

Power without a nation's
con�dence is nothing. VR VR

7 Ashoka Ashoka

It is forbidden to decry other
sects; the true believer gives
honor to whatever in them is
worthy of honor.

VR VR

8 Marcus
Aurelius

Marcus
Aurelius

The object of life is not to be
on the side of the majority, but
to escape �nding oneself in the
ranks of the insane.

VR VR

9 Lech Wałęsa Wałęsa, Lech
As a nation, we have the right
to decide our own a�airs, to
mold our own future.

VR VR True. NYT 1983.

10 Hatshepsut Hatshepsut

Hear ye, all persons! Ye people
as many as ye are! I have done
things according to the design
of my heart.

VR VR

11 Charles de
Gaulle

de Gaulle,
Charles

Let us be �rm, pure and
faithful; at the end of our
sorrow, there is the greatest
glory of the world, that of the
men who did not give in.

VR VR

12 Eleanor of
Aquitaine

Eleanor of
Aquitaine

Pitiful and pitied by no one,
why have I come to the
ignominy of this detestable old
age, who was ruler of two
kingdoms, mother of two
kings? My guts are torn from

VR VR
(Quote occurs in
base game and
R&F-Only).
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me, my family is carried o�
and removed from me.

13 Louis XV Louis XV After me, the �ood. VR VR
(Only with
Gathering
Storm)

14 Ivan the
Terrible

Ivan the
Terrible

To shave the beard is a sin that
the blood of all martyrs cannot
cleanse. It is to deface the
image of God.

VR VR False. No reliable
source found.

15 Herbert
Hoover

Hoover,
Herbert

What the country needs is a
good big laugh … if someone
could get o� a good joke every
ten days, I think our troubles
would be over.

VR VR

16 Louis XVI Louis XVI

Every time that I �ll a high
o�ce, I create a hundred
discontented men and an
ingrate.

VR VR

17
Neville
Chamberlai
n

Chamberlain
, Neville Peace in our time. VR VR

18 Nero Nero
A man who is always ready to
believe what is told him will
never do well.

VR VR

19 Warren G.
Harding

Harding,
Warren

Gamaliel

Our most dangerous tendency
is to expect too much of
government, and at the same
time do for it too little.

VR VR

20 Ethelred the
Unready

Ethelred the
Unready

In the name of the Holy
Trinity, three things do I
promise to this Christian
people, my subjects: �rst, that
I will hold God's Church and
all the Christian people of my
realm in true peace; secondly,
that I will forbid all rapine and
injustice to men of all
conditions; thirdly, that I
promise and enjoin justice and
mercy in all judgments.

VR VR

21 Mary Tudor
I

Mary Tudor
I

In thee, O Lord, is my trust; let
me never be confounded: if
God be for us, who can be
against us?

VR VR

22 Dan Quayle Quayle, Dan
We are ready for any
unforeseen event that may or
may not occur.

VR VR True.
Cleveland Plain
Dealer
23.9.1990.
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23 Herman
Melville

Melville,
Herman

There is, one knows not what
sweet mystery about this sea,
whose gently awful stirrings
seem to speak of some hidden
soul beneath … for here,
millions of mixed shades and
shadows, drowned dreams,
somnambulisms, reveries; all
that we call lives and souls, lie
dreaming, dreaming, still.

NW Bermuda
Triangle

True,
abridged.

Melville
1851/2008,
899-900.

24 Filipino
Folk Tale -

The wicked king pursued the
lovers Juan and Maria on his
swiftest horse. As he overtook
them, Maria �ung down her
ring, and at once rose up seven
tall hills, and the king was
slowed.

NW Chocolate
Hills

25 William
Wordsworth

Wordsworth,
William

Under the White Cli�'s
battlemented crown, Hushed
to a depth of more than
Sabbath peace.

NW Cli�s of
Dover

True,
abridged.

Wordsworth
2011, 468.

26 Jack
London London, Jack

Never again can I gaze upon
the beauty spots of the Earth
and enjoy them as being the
�nest thing I have ever seen.
Crater Lake is above them all.

NW Crater
Lake

27 Lord Byron Lord Byron
Like to the apples on the Dead
Sea's shore, all ashes to the
taste.

NW Dead Sea

28 Edward
Abbey

Abbey,
Edward

If Delicate Arch has any
signi�cance it lies, I will
venture, in the power of the
odd and unexpected to startle
the senses and surprise the
mind out of their ruts of habit.

NW Delicate
Arch

29 Chris
Had�eld

Had�eld,
Chris

Oddly, it appears not to be the
scar of a meteorite but a deeply
eroded dome, with a
rainbow-inspired color
scheme.

NW Eye of the
Sahara

30 Liverpool
Mercury -

An enormous and lofty
column of �ame allowed the
people in Holt to read as
perfectly at night as if it had
been day.

NW Eyjafjallajö
kull

31 Anonymous -

Chyavana, desirous of
obtaining beauty, quickly
entered into the water. The
twin Aswins also, O King,
sank into the sheet of water.
And the next moment, they all

NW Fountain
of Youth True.

Maurer 1986,
5-6, 139, 141,
143.
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came out … in surpassingly
beautiful forms, and young.

32 Charles
Darwin

Darwin,
Charles

The natural history of this
archipelago is very remarkable:
it seems to be a little world
within itself.

NW Galápagos
Islands True. Darwin 1839,

454.

33
Dublin
Penny
Journal

Dublin
Penny

Journal

Here the dark brown
amorphous basalt, there the
red ochre, and below that
again the slender but distinct
lines of the wood-coal.

NW Giant's
Causeway

34
Percy
Bysshe
Shelley

Shelley, Percy
Bysshe

Then weave the web of the
mystic measure;
From the depths of the sky
and the ends of the earth,
Come, swift Spirits of might
and of pleasure,
Fill the dance and the music of
mirth."

NW Gobustan

35 Janine
Benyus

Benyus,
Janine

Organisms don't think of
[CO2] as a poison. Plants and
organisms that make shells,
coral, think of it as a building
block.

NW
Great

Barrier
Reef

36 Nguyễn
Trãi Nguyễn Trãi

Behold the wonders of the
Heavens and Earth. The clear
aqua blue serves as a looking
glass, thousands of turquoise
crows tinged with a touch of
black.

NW Hạ Long
Bay

37
Books of
Chilam
Balam

Books of
Chilam
Balam

Son, have you seen the rain of
God? It passed and entered
beneath the mountains of
God... There will be a ring in
the sky where the water of
God has passed.

NW Ik-Kil

38

Samuel
Taylor
Coleridge,
The
Ancient
Mariner

Coleridge,
Samuel
Taylor

Water, water, everywhere, nor
any drop to drink. NW Lake Retba True,

abridged.
Coleridge
1798/2001, 3.

39 Victor
Hugo Hugo, Victor

In this sea, and in the midst of
this solitude, rises a great
sombre street—a street for no
human footsteps. None ever
pass through there; no ship
ever ventures in.

NW Lysefjord
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40 Kiowa
Legend -

Seven girls were chased by
bears. The bears were just
about to catch them when the
girls jumped on a low rock.
One of the girls prayed to the
rock, Rock take pity on us,
rock save us!" The rock heard
them and began to grow
upwards, pushing the girls
higher and higher."

NW Mato Tipil

41 F. Crauford
Grove

Grove,
Florence
Crauford

Let me ask leave, then, to pay a
tribute of respect and
admiration to the once desired
Matterhorn, before his head
has lost the last rays of a sun
departing to gild loftier and
more distant ranges.

NW Matterhor
n

42 Sir Edmund
Hillary

Hillary,
Edmund

It is not the mountain we
conquer but ourselves. NW Mount

Everest

43 Nancy
Bonds

Bonds,
Nancy

As it turns out, Mount
Kilimanjaro is not wi-�
enabled, so I had to spend two
weeks in Tanzania talking to
the people on my trip.

NW
Mount

Kilimanjar
o

True. Bonds 2013.

44

Goldthwaite
’s
Geographic
al Magazine

-

It was a fantastic landscape, for
all around were rocks of the
weirdest forms standing in
apparently impossible
positions, some placed on or
next to others, in ways that
seemed to defy every law of
gravity.

NW Mount
Roraima

45 Pliny the
Younger

Pliny the
Younger

The sea seemed to roll back
upon itself, and to be driven
from its banks by the
convulsive motion of the
earth; it is certain at least the
shore was considerably
enlarged, and several sea
animals were left upon it. On
the other side, a black and
dreadful cloud, broken with
rapid, zigzag �ashes, revealed
behind it variously shaped
masses of �ame...

NW Mount
Vesuvius

46 John Muir Muir, John Hidden in the glorious
wildness like unmined gold. NW Païtiti
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47 Strabo Strabo

Near the Mesogis, opposite
Laodicea, is Hierapolis, where
are hot springs, and the
Plutonium, both of which
have some singular properties.
The water of the springs is so
easily consolidated and
becomes stone, that if it is
conducted through
water-courses dams are formed
consisting of a single piece of
stone.

NW Pamukkale

48 Aziz
Ab'Saber

Ab'Saber,
Aziz

The Pantanal is the most
complex intertropical
alluvional plain of the planet
and perhaps the least known
area of the world.

NW Pantanal

49 Darroch
Donald

Donald,
Darroch

But as I headed into the heart
of New Zealand’s �ordland
that same child-like feeling,
long lost, of pure
unadulterated awe came
rushing back. I knew the road
to Milford Sound was good –
but this good?

NW Piopiotahi True. Donald 2011.

50 Imru-al-Qai
s

Imru-ul-Quai
s

"I have �lled a water-bag from
my people and gone to the
desert,
And walked empty wastes
while the wolf howled, like a
gambler whose family starves."

NW Sahara el
Beyda

51 Howard
Hillman

Hillman,
Howard

Several closely situated granite
peaks resembling tiger's teeth
dramatically soar about a
kilometer into the sky.

NW Torres del
Paine True. Hillman.

52 Budd
Erickson

Erickson,
Budd

Tsingy is a 250-square-mile
tiger trap made up on massive
obelisks riddled with jagged
spears. And yes, they will cut
your pretty face.

NW Tsingy de
Bemaraha True. Erickson 2012.

53 John Milton Milton, John
The rising world of waters
dark and deep, won from the
void and formless in�nite.

NW Ubsunur
Hollow

54 William
Gosse

Gosse,
William

What a grand sight this must
present in the wet season;
waterfalls in every direction!

NW Uluru

55 Ansel
Adams

Adams,
Ansel

Yosemite Valley, to me, is
always a sunrise, a glitter of
green and golden wonder in a
vast edi�ce of stone and space.

NW Yosemite
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56 Fan
Zhongyan

Fan
Zhongyan

With the sun shining brightly,
then dusk’s mists falling, at
every turn, the scenery changes
like magic.

NW Zhangye
Danxia

57 Washington
Irving

Irving,
Washington

Everything here appears
calculated to inspire kind and
happy feelings, for everything
is delicate and beautiful.

CW Alhambra

58
Sir
Raymond
Priestley

Priestley,
Raymond

For scienti�c leadership, give
me Scott; for swift and
e�cient travel, Amundsen.

CW

Amundsen
-Scott

Research
Station

59 Diogo do
Couto

do Couto,
Diogo

The temple is surrounded by a
moat, and access is by a single
bridge, protected by two stone
tigers so grand and fearsome as
to strike terror into the visitor.

CW Angkor
Wat

60 Artaxerxes
II Artaxerxes II

My ancestor Darius made this
Apadana, but it was burnt
down. By the grace of
Ahuramazda, Anahita, and
Mithra, I reconstructed this
Apadana.

CW Apadana

61 Sam
Levenson

Levenson,
Samuel

Don’t watch the big clock; do
what it does. Keep going. CW Big Ben

62
Henry
David
Thoreau

Thoreau,
Henry David

Heaven is under our feet as
well as over our heads. CW Biosphère

63 Trudy
Garfunkel

Garfunkel,
Trudy

Bolshoi Ballet is a universe of
the imagination, a place of
magic and enchantment,
beauty and romance. Its many
worlds vibrate with graceful
dancers, glorious music, and
sumptuous costumes.

CW Bolshoi
Theatre

64

Irving
Berlin,
Annie Get
Your Gun

Berlin, Irving There's no business like show
business. CW Broadway

65 Treaty of
Tordesillas -

All other lands found on the
western side of the boundary
shall belong to the King and
Queen of Castille—and their
successors.

CW
Casa de

Contrataci
ón

True, heavily
abridged,
modi�ed.

Treaty of
Tordesillas 2017.
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66 Isla Deb Isladeb

The Great Ball Court is also
very impressive. I would like to
have seen them play a game,
although it sounds like the end
was pretty violent. I think it
was safer to be a spectator.

CW Chichen
Itza True. Isladeb 2011.

67 Saint Bede Saint Bede

While the Colosseum stands,
Rome shall stand; when the
Colosseum falls, Rome shall
fall; when Rome falls, the
world shall fall.

CW Colosseum

68 Philo of
Byzantium

Philo of
Byzantium

At Rhodes was set up a
Colossus of seventy cubits
high, representing the Sun …
the artist expended as much
bronze on it as seemed likely to
create a dearth in the mines.

CW Colossus

69 Sergey
Semenov

Semenov,
Sergey

Thus, the sculpture serves to
give people one thought -
'Everything is in God's hands.'

CW Cristo
Redentor False. No reliable

source found.

70 Gustave
Ei�el

Ei�el,
Gustave

I ought to be jealous of the
tower. She is more famous
than I am.

CW Ei�el
Tower

71

Alcides
Ghiggia,
Uruguayan
soccer player

Ghiggia,
Alcides

Down through its history,
only three people have
managed to silence the
Maracana: the Pope, Frank
Sinatra, and me.

CW Estádio do
Maracanã True. Watts 2014.

72 Genesis
11:4 The Bible

Come, let us build ourselves a
city, with a tower that reaches
to the heavens, so that we may
make a name for ourselves.

CW Etemenank
i True. Bible Hub NIV.

73 Je�rey
Riegel

Riegel,
Je�rey

The whole palace complex is
built along a central axis, the
axis of the world, everything in
the four directions suspend
from this central point
represented by these palaces.

CW Forbidden
City

Unclear,
could not

verify.

Jarus 2013; BBC
2008.

74
Percy
Bysshe
Shelley

Shelley, Percy
Bysshe

"The Golden Gate of Sleep
unbar
Where Strength and Beauty,
met together,
Kindle their image like a star
In a sea of glassy weather!"

CW
Golden

Gate
Bridge
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75 William
Shakespeare

Shakespeare,
William

Yet in this captious and
intenible sieve
I still pour in the waters of my
love
And lack not to lose still: thus,
Indian-like,
Religious in mine error, I
adore
The sun, that looks upon his
worshipper,
But knows of him no more."

CW Great Bath True.
Shakespeare
1601-1608/2008
a, 39.

76 Alberto
Manguel

Manguel,
Alberto

We can roam the bloated stacks
of the Library of Alexandria,
where all imagination and
knowledge are assembled; we
can recognize in its destruction
the warning that all we gather
will be lost.

CW Great
Library

77
Henry
David
Thoreau

Thoreau,
Henry David

This Lighthouse was the
cynosure of all eyes. CW Great

Lighthouse

78 1 Kings,
10:13 The Bible

King Solomon gave the Queen
of Sheba all she desired and
asked for; besides what he had
given her out of his royal
bounty. So she turned and
went to her own country, she
and her servants.

CW Great
Zimbabwe

True,
modi�ed. Bible Hub.

79 Ljubo
Vujovic

Vujovic,
Ljubo

It is a beautiful and important
monument and an
international, inter-cultural
treasure … Unless and until it
can be shared by both religions
in harmony – which would be
a grand idea – it should remain
a secular building honoring
both religions who have made
it beautiful.

CW Hagia
Sophia

80 Strabo Strabo

The ascent to the highest story
is by stairs, and at their side are
water engines, by means of
which persons, appointed
expressly for the purpose, are
continually employed in
raising water from the
Euphrates into the garden.

CW Hanging
Gardens

81

Mikhail
Piotrovsky,
Director of
the State
Hermitage

Piotrovsky,
Mikhail

Museums are on the front
lines of the �ght for culture, of
good with evil - in any case, of
the �ght against platitudes and
primitiveness.

CW Hermitage
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82 Fray Diego
Durán

Durán, Fray
Diego

But the wrath of
Huitzilopochtli was great, and
as the sacri�ce passed each of
the four rooms dedicated to
the sun god, the sun
disappeared or reappeared in
the sky.

CW Huey
Teocalli

83 E. A. Wallis
Budge

Wallis Budge,
Ernest Alfred
Thompson

At the south-west corner a
large perpendicular mass of
sandstone has become
separated by a deep �ssure
from the body of the
mountain … it has all the
appearance of a colossal statue.

CW Jebel
Barkal

84 Ibn Battuta Ibn Battuta

Kilwa is one of the most
beautifully built cities in the
world; the houses there are
entirely made of wood, their
rooftops out of rope grass, and
it rains with great vigour.

CW Kilwa
Kisiwani

85 Rudyard
Kipling

Kipling,
Rudyard

O ye who tread the Narrow
Way, by Tophet-�are to
Judgment Day, be gentle when
‘the heathen’ pray, to Buddha
at Kamakura!

CW Kotoku-in

86 Samuel
Prout Hill

Hill, Samuel
Prout

"...Eagles �y, The turrets
round, and seem to �out the
sky;
They eye those walls now
crumbling in decay,
And scare from quiet rest their
destined prey."

CW Machu
Picchu

87
Visitor's
Guide,
Bodh Gaya

-

In a dusty, bustling corner of
the Indian state of Bihar, there
is a magical place that one
might think of as the hub of
Buddhism.

CW Mahabodh
i Temple

88 Lucian of
Samosata

Lucian of
Samosata

A vast tomb lies over me in
Halicarnassus, of such
dimensions, of such exquisite
beauty as no other shade can
boast.

CW

Mausoleu
m at

Halicarnass
us
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89 Adi
Shankara

Shankara,
Adi

We greet you, Devi Meenakshi,
she who shines like a
thousand-million suns,
adorned with bracelets and
garlands... She who is
auspicious, she who embodies
existence. I always bow to you,
whose compassion is an ocean.

CW Meenakshi
Temple

90 Henry
Adams

Adams,
Henry

Church and State, Soul and
Body, God and Man, are all
one at Mont Saint Michel, and
the business of all is to �ght,
each in his own way, or to
stand guard for each other.

CW Mont St.
Michel

91 Homer Homer

I sprang upon the swift ship in
the form of a dolphin, pray to
me as Apollo Delphinius; also
the altar itself shall be called
Delphinius and overlooked
forever.

CW Oracle

92 Lajos
Kossuth

Kossuth,
Lajos

With self-government is
freedom, and with freedom is
justice and patriotism.

CW Országház

93 Kenneth
Grahame

Grahame,
Kenneth

The clever men at Oxford...
Know all that there is to be
knowed. But they none of
them know one half as much...
As intelligent Mr. Toad!

CW Oxford
University

94 Psalms
46:2-3 The Bible

Therefore will not we fear,
though the earth be removed,
and though the mountains be
carried into the midst of the
sea; Though the waters thereof
roar and be troubled, though
the mountains shake with the
swelling thereof.

CW Panama
Canal True. Bible Hub KJVa.

95 Edward
Dawson

Dawson,
Edward

Petra is a brilliant display of
man's artistry in turning
barren rock into majestic
wonder.

CW Petra

96 Pico Iyer Iyer, Pico

The �rst time I stepped onto
the rooftop of the Potala
Palace, I felt, as never before or
since, as if I were stepping
onto the rooftop of my being:
onto some dimension of
consciousness that I’d never
visited before.

CW Potala
Palace

97 Napoleon
Bonaparte

Bonaparte,
Napoleon

From the heights of these
pyramids, forty centuries look
down on us.

CW Pyramids True,
abridged.

Shapiro &
Epstein 2006,
545-456.
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98 Adam
Fergusson

Fergusson,
Adam

The industrial heart of
Germany practically stopped
beating. Hardly anyone
worked; hardly anything ran.
The population of the Ruhr
area … had to be supported by
the rest of the country.

CW Ruhr
Valley

99
Katharine
Blanche
Guthrie

Guthrie,
Katharine
Blanche

One had a twisted design, red,
on a green ground; another, all
prickly angles, yellow and
black; a third was ornamented
with scales of blue and
crimson; a [fourth] was in
quarters like a melon.

CW St. Basil's
Cathedral

100 Emma
Lazarus

Lazarus,
Emma

Here at our sea-washed, sunset
gates shall stand a mighty
woman with a torch, whose
�ame is the imprisoned
lightning.

CW Statue of
Liberty

True
abridged.

Lazarus 1889,
202.

101
Samuel
Augustus
Mitchell

Mitchell,
Samuel

Augustus

Upon the head of the god was
an olive crown; in his right
hand he bore a winged �gure
of Victory.

CW Statue of
Zeus

Unclear,
orphan.

Similar to the
generic desc. of
the statue.

102 Bill Bryson Bryson, Bill

Can you imagine trying to talk
six hundred people into
helping you drag a �fty-ton
stone eighteen miles across the
countryside and muscle it into
an upright position, and then
saying, ‘Right, lads! Another
twenty like that … and then we
can party!

CW Stoneheng
e

103 Maria Callas Callas, Maria

An opera begins long before
the curtain goes up and ends
long after it has come down. It
starts in my imagination, it
becomes my life, and it stays
part of my life long after I've
left the opera house.

CW
Sydney
Opera
House

104 Bayard
Taylor

Taylor,
Bayard

Did you ever build a castle in
the air? Here is one, brought
down to earth and �xed for the
wonder of ages.

CW Taj Mahal

105 Antipater of
Sidon

Antipater of
Sidon

When I saw the house of
Artemis that mounted to the
clouds, those other marvels
lost their brilliancy, and I said,
'Lo, apart from Olympus, the
Sun never looked on aught so
grand.'

CW Temple of
Artemis
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106 Jacques
Chirac

Chirac,
Jacques

There were seven wonders in
the world, and the discovery of
the Terracotta Army, we may
say, is the eighth miracle of the
world.

CW Terracotta
Army False. No reliable

source found.

107 Laure Junot
Abrantes

Abrantes,
Laure Junot

No vessel could pass these
guns without being seriously
assailed.

CW Torre de
Belém

108
Musnad
al-Bazzar
10/68

al-Bazzar

Scholars are the heirs of the
prophets, for the prophets did
not leave behind a legacy of
wealth but that of knowledge.

CW University
of Sankore

109 Robert
Burton

Burton,
Robert

The Commonwealth of Venice
in their armory have this
inscription: 'Happy is that city
which in time of peace thinks
of war'.

CW Venetian
Arsenal

110 Jane Austen Austen, Jane

"A lady's imagination is very
rapid; it jumps from
admiration to love, from love
to matrimony in a moment."

GW Pride and
Prejudice True. Austen

1813/2008b, 48.

111 Jane Austen Austen, Jane

"Know your own happiness.
You want nothing but
patience—or give it a more
fascinating name, call it hope."

GW Sense and
Sensibility True. Austen

1811/2008a, 169.

112 Bhasa Bhasa

"He is as the fall of a
thunderbolt to the lordly
mountains,
the eagle to all the birds, the
lion to the assemblies of wild
beasts,
Death, in human form."

GW
The

Madhyama
Vyayoga

113 Bhasa Bhasa

"Oh, my heart, be thou
content with the truth of thy
suspicions. Learn now of my
sire's decease and for a
moment be thou calm."

GW Pratima-na
taka

114 Karel Capek Čapek, Karel

"My dear Miss Glory, Robots
are not human. Mechanically,
they are more perfect than us,
they possess an amazing
rational intelligence, but they
do not have any soul."

GW

Rossum's
Universal

Robots (R.
U. R.)

115 Karel Capek Čapek, Karel

"Great God of the Ants, thou
hast let the victory prevail! I
hereby name thee the
Colonel."

GW War with
the Newts
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116 Margaret
Cavendish

Cavendish,
Margaret

Lucas

"Out of this Room there was a
passage into the Emperor's
Bed-Chamber, the Walls
whereof were of Jet, and the
Floor of black Marble; the
Roof was of Mother of Pearl,
where the Moon and
Blazing-Stars were represented
by white Diamonds, and his
Bed was made of Diamonds
and Carbuncles."

GW
The

Blazing
World

117 Margaret
Cavendish

Cavendish,
Margaret

Lucas

"It is known that man has �ve
Exterior Senses, and every
sense is ignorant of each other;
for the Nose knows not what
the Eyes see, nor the Eyes what
the Ears hear, neither do the
Ears know what the Tongue
tastes..."

GW

Observatio
ns upon

Experimen
tal

Philosophy

118 Geo�rey
Chaucer

Chaucer,
Geo�rey

"A knyght ther was, and that a
worthy man,
That fro the tyme that he �rst
bigan
To riden out, he loved
chivalrie,
Trouthe and honour, fredom
and curteisie."

GW
The

Canterbur
y Tales

119 Geo�rey
Chaucer

Chaucer,
Geo�rey

"If I be she that may yow do
gladnesse,
For every wo ye shal recovere a
blisse';
And him in armes took, and
gan him kisse."

GW Troilus and
Criseyde

120
Marie-Cath
erine
d'Aulnoy

d'Aulnoy,
Marie-Cather
ine Le Jumel
de Barneville

"And because she was so
beautiful they called her
Princess Goldilocks; for her
hair was �ner than gold,
wonderfully fair, and it fell in
ringlets to her feet."

GW Fair
Goldilocks

121
Marie-Cath
erine
d'Aulnoy

d'Aulnoy,
Marie-Cather
ine Le Jumel
de Barneville

"'If you will be so good and
generous as to let me free,' the
dolphin went on, 'I shall
render you such real services in
the course of my life that you
will never need to repent of
your kindness.'"

GW The
Dolphin

122 Miguel de
Cervantes

de Cervantes,
Miguel

"Doubt if you will, but the
truth is that which I have told,
and forever rests upon lies like
oil over water."

GW Don
Quixote
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123 Miguel de
Cervantes

de Cervantes,
Miguel

"And, being merry and young,
they did not miss any chances
of hearing about the beautiful
maids of the city."

GW

Novelas
Ejemplares
(Exemplary

Novels)

124 Emily
Dickinson

Dickinson,
Emily

Elizabeth

"A Bird came down the
Walk—
He did not know I saw—
He bit an Angleworm in
halves
And ate the fellow, raw."

GW A Bird
came down

125 Emily
Dickinson

Dickinson,
Emily

Elizabeth

"Success is counted sweetest
By those who ne'er succeed.
To comprehend a nectar
Requires sorest need."

GW
Success is
counted
sweetest

126 F. Scott
Fitzgerald

Fitzgerald,
Francis Scott

Key

"Amory Blaine inherited from
his mother every trait, except
the stray inexpressible few, that
made him worth while."

GW This Side
of Paradise

127 F. Scott
Fitzgerald

Fitzgerald,
Francis Scott

Key

"She was dazzling—alight; it
was agony to comprehend her
beauty in a glance."

GW

The
Beautiful

and
Damned

128 Homer Homer

"Let me not then die
ingloriously and without a
struggle, but let me �rst do
some great thing that shall be
told among men hereafter."

GW Iliad

129 Homer Homer
"For a friend with an
understanding heart is worth
no less than a brother."

GW Odyssey

130 James Joyce
Joyce, James
Augustine
Aloysius

"Every life is many days, day
after day. We walk through
ourselves, meeting robbers,
ghosts, giants, old men, young
men, wives, widows,
brothers-in-love. But always
meeting ourselves."

GW Ulysses

131 James Joyce
Joyce, James
Augustine
Aloysius

"One by one they were all
becoming shades. Better pass
boldly into that other world,
in the full glory of some
passion, than fade and wither
dismally with age."

GW Dubliners

132 Li Bai Li, Bai

"Flowers surround me, alone
with my drink,
I pour for myself, no
companion to join me.
I raise my glass and toast the
full moon,
Who shall with my shadow
make us three."

GW
Drinking
Alone by

Moonlight
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133 Li Bai Li, Bai

"I fan myself in this most
languid heat,
The forest invites one to lay all
bare.
I hang my hood upon a rocky
crag,
My head exposed I bathe in
fragrant air."

GW

In the
Mountains

on a
Summer

Day

134 Niccolò
Machiavelli

Machiavelli,
Niccolò

"Thus it is necessary to note,
men must be either enticed or
snu�ed out. For light o�enses
they avenge, grievous ones they
cannot; therefore the o�ense
done to a man must be such as
to remove any fear of revenge."

GW Discourses
on Livy

135 Niccolò
Machiavelli

Machiavelli,
Niccolò

"It is necessary for the one who
founds a republic, and sets
laws on it, to presuppose all
men evil, and always ready to
put the maliciousness in their
soul to use, every time they
have a chance..."

GW The Prince

136 Gabriela
Mistral

Mistral,
Gabriela

"The true master will always
be somewhat of an artist; we
cannot accept any kind of
'work boss' or 'farm foreman'
into which some would wish
to see the spiritual leader
converted."

GW

Lecturas
para

mujeres
(Books for
Women)

137 Gabriela
Mistral

Mistral,
Gabriela

"I will walk away singing my
beautiful revenge, because in
those secluded depths no hand
will reach down to steal your
handful of bones from me!"

GW

Sonetos de
la Muerte

(Sonnets of
Death)

138 Murasaki
Shikibu

Murasaki
Shikibu (紫
式部,

English:
"Lady

Murasaki")

"As a young boy my brother
Nobunori studied the Chinese
classics, and I liked to sit in
and listen to his lessons. I
found that even when he
struggled to understand or
memorize passages, I would
�nd them remarkably easy. My
father, a well-read man
himself, often used to lament
this fact, saying, 'Such a shame.
Would that you were born a
man!'"

GW
The Diary

of Lady
Murasaki
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139 Murasaki
Shikibu

Murasaki
Shikibu (紫
式部,

English:
"Lady

Murasaki")

"New grass, you don't even
know where to sprout and
grow. How can I, a drop of
dew, vanish away in the air
leaving you alone?"

GW The Tale of
Genji

140 Ovid Ovid

"I held up a �stful of sand and
showed it to him, asking for as
many years as grains in that
pile. Foolish me! I forgot to ask
they be years of youth."

GW Metamorp
hoses

141 Ovid Ovid

"Chance is all-powerful.
Always cast your �shing hook;
in the pond where you least
expect it, you'll �nd a �sh."

GW Heroides

142 Edgar Allen
Poe

Poe, Edgar
Allen

"'Villains!' I shrieked,
'dissemble no more! I admit
the deed! —tear up the planks!
here, here! —It is the beating
of his hideous heart!'"

GW
The

Tell-Tale
Heart

143 Edgar Allen
Poe

Poe, Edgar
Allen

"While I nodded, nearly
napping, suddenly there came
a tapping,
As of some one gently
rapping, rapping at my
chamber door.
'Tis some visitor,' I muttered,
'tapping at my chamber
door—
Only this and nothing more.'"

GW The Raven

144 Beatrix
Potter

Potter, Helen
Beatrix

"'Now, my dears,' said old Mrs.
Rabbit one morning, 'you may
go into the �elds or down the
lane, but don't go into Mr.
McGregor's garden: your
Father had an accident there;
he was put in a pie by Mrs.
McGregor.'"

GW
The Tale of

Peter
Rabbit

145 Beatrix
Potter

Potter, Helen
Beatrix "No more twist!" GW

The Tailor
of

Gloucester

146 Alexander
Pushkin

Pushkin,
Alexander

Sergeyevich

"Dreams, dreams! Where have
you gone? How sweet you
were."

GW Eugene
Onegin
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147 Alexander
Pushkin

Pushkin,
Alexander

Sergeyevich

"Like some magistrate grown
gray in o�ce,
Calmly he contemplates alike
the just
And unjust, with indi�erence
he notes
Evil and good, and knows not
wrath nor pity."

GW Boris
Godunov

148 Qu Yuan Qu Yuan

"From the light came light,
and from the dark came
darkness, but from whence did
they appear? Yin and yang
combine to create all things,
but which is the source, and
which was born from it?"

GW
Chu Ci

(Songs of
Chu)

149 Qu Yuan Qu Yuan

"Time rolls ever forward
without a pause,
The seasons cycle through
spring and autumn.
As I watch the green fade all
around me,
I fear the sun setting on my
youth."

GW Lament for
Ying

150 Rumi
Rumi, Jalal

ed-Din
Muhammad

"Plant, like brave men, thy
banner in the midst of the
desert."

GW
Divani
Shamsi
Tabriz

151 Rumi
Rumi, Jalal

ed-Din
Muhammad

"Till bread is broken, how can
it serve as food?
Till the grapes are crushed,
how can they yield wine?"

GW Masnavi

152 William
Shakespeare

Shakespeare,
William

"O, swear not by the moon,
the inconstant moon,
That monthly changes in her
circled orb,
Lest that thy love prove
likewise variable."

GW Romeo
and Juliet True. Shakespeare

1595/2008b, 66.

153 William
Shakespeare

Shakespeare,
William

"To be, or not to be? That is
the question—
Whether 'tis nobler in the
mind to su�er
The slings and arrows of
outrageous fortune,
Or to take arms against a sea of
troubles,
And, by opposing, end them?"

GW Hamlet True.
Shakespeare
1600–1/2008c,
117.

154 Mary
Shelley

Shelley, Mary
Wollstonecra

ft (née
Godwin)

"I beheld the wretch—the
miserable monster whom I
had created."

GW Frankenste
in True. Shelley

1818/2008, 73.
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155 Mary
Shelley

Shelley, Mary
Wollstonecra

ft (née
Godwin)

"This intelligence brought us
back from the prospect of
paradise, held out after the
lapse of a hundred thousand
years, to the pain and misery at
present existent upon earth."

GW The Last
Man True. Shelley

1826/2009, 362.

156 Sun Tzu Sun Tzu

"Victorious warriors win �rst
and then go to war, while
defeated warriors go to war
�rst and then seek to win."

GW The Art of
War True.

The Art of War,
chapter 4,
unknown
translation.
Comp. Sun Tzu,
translation by
Gri�th 2005,
131.

157 Rabindrana
th Tagore

Tagore,
Rabindranat

h

"I am willing to serve my
country, but my worship I
reserve for Right which is far
greater than my country. To
worship my country as a god is
to bring a curse upon it."

GW
The Home

and the
World

158 Rabindrana
th Tagore

Tagore,
Rabindranat

h

"If some wanderer, leaving
home, come here to watch the
night and with bowed head
listen to the murmur of the
darkness, who is there to
whisper the secrets of life into
his ears if I, shutting my doors,
should try to free myself from
mortal bonds?"

GW The
Gardener

159 Leo Tolstoy Tolstoy, Lev
Nikolayevich

"Pierre was right when he said
that one must believe in the
possibility of happiness in
order to be happy, and I now
believe in it. Let the dead bury
the dead, but while I'm alive, I
must live and be happy."

GW War and
Peace

160 Leo Tolstoy Tolstoy, Lev
Nikolayevich

"All the girls in the world were
divided into two classes: one
class included all the girls in
the world except her, and they
had all the usual human
feelings and were very ordinary
girls; while the other
class—herself alone—had no
weaknesses and was superior
to all humanity."

GW Anna
Karenina

161 Mark Twain Twain, Mark

"Jim said that bees won't sting
idiots, but I didn't believe that,
because I tried them lots of
times myself and they
wouldn't sting me."

GW

Adventures
of

Huckleberr
y Finn

True. Twain 2008a,
84-85.
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162 Mark Twain Twain, Mark

"He had discovered a great law
of human action, without
knowing it—namely, that in
order to make a man or a boy
covet a thing, it is only
necessary to make the thing
di�cult to attain."

GW

The
Adventures

of Tom
Sawyer

True. Twain 2008b,
31-32.

163 Valmiki Valmiki

"Upon his string the hero laid
An arrow, like a snake that
hissed.
‘Twas feathered with the
rushing wind;"

GW The
Ramayana

164 Valmiki Valmiki

"It is astonishing that every
soul should forget its own
nature, and think itself as a
living soul residing in the
body… as if con�ned in a pot"

GW Yoga
Vasistha

165
Johann
Wolfgang
von Goethe

von Goethe,
Johann

Wolfgang

"As soon as you trust yourself,
you will know how to live." GW Faust

166
Johann
Wolfgang
von Goethe

von Goethe,
Johann

Wolfgang

"The human race is a
monotonous a�air. Most
people spend the greatest part
of their time working in order
to live, and what little freedom
remains so �lls them with fear
that they seek out any and
every means to be rid of it."

GW

The
Sorrows of

Young
Werther

167 H. G. Wells
Wells,

Herbert
George

"No one would have believed
in the last years of the
nineteenth century that this
world was being watched
keenly and closely by
intelligences greater than
man's and yet as mortal as his
own..."

GW The War of
the Worlds

168 H. G. Wells
Wells,

Herbert
George

"Very simple was my
explanation, and plausible
enough—as many wrong
theories are!"

GW The Time
Machine

169 Thomas
Hobbes

Hobbes,
Thomas

It is not wisdom but authority
that makes a law. CT Code of

Laws True. Hobbes 2005,
10.

170 Aristotle Aristotle
At his best, man is the noblest
of all animals; separated from
law and justice he is the worst.

CT Code of
Laws True.

Aristotle, trans.
Ernest Barker,
11.

171 Johannes
Brahms

Brahms,
Johannes

Without craftsmanship,
inspiration is a mere reed
shaken in the wind.

CT Craftsmans
hip
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172 Tom
Stoppard

Stoppard,
Tom

Skill without imagination is
craftsmanship and gives us
many useful objects such as
wickerwork picnic baskets.

CT Craftsmans
hip

173 Adam
Smith Smith, Adam Every nation lives by

exchanging. CT Foreign
Trade

True,
abridged,
modi�ed.

Smith
1776/2000, 41.

174 Isabel
Hoving

Hoving,
Isabel

That's the positive aspect of
trade I suppose. The world
gets stirred up together.

CT Foreign
Trade

175
Colonel
David
Hackworth

Hackworth,
David

Bravery is being the only one
who knows you're afraid. CT Military

Tradition

176 Ulysses S.
Grant

Grant,
Ulysses

I don't underrate the value of
military knowledge, but if men
make war in slavish obedience
to rules, they will fail.

CT Military
Tradition

177 Bill Owens Owens, Bill
A strong economy begins with
a strong, well-educated
workforce.

CT State
Workforce

178 Vern Dosch Dosch, Vern

It is equally important to have
a happy and engaged
workforce as it is to have a
pro�table bottom line.

CT State
Workforce

179 Marcus
Aurelius

Marcus
Aurelius

Look back over the past, with
its changing empires that rose
and fell, and you can foresee
the future, too.

CT Early
Empire

180 Garrison
Keillor

Keillor,
Garrison

It was luxuries like air
conditioning that brought
down the Roman Empire.
With air conditioning their
windows were shut; they
couldn't hear the barbarians
coming.

CT Early
Empire

181
Ralph
Waldo
Emerson

Emerson,
Ralph Waldo

Mysticism is the mistake of an
accidental and individual
symbol for a universal one.

CT Mysticism

182 Rob Bell Bell, Robert
Holmes Jr.

I like to say I practice militant
mysticism. I'm absolutely sure
of some things that I don't
quite know.

CT Mysticism

183 Edward
Bellamy

Bellamy,
Edward

If bread is the �rst necessity of
life, recreation is a close
second.

CT Games and
Recreation

184 John
Wanamaker

Wanamaker,
John

People who cannot �nd time
for recreation are sooner or
later to �nd time for illness.

CT Games and
Recreation
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185 Otto von
Bismarck

von
Bismarck,

Otto

Politics is the art of the
possible, the attainable - the art
of the next best.

CT Political
Philosophy

True,
modi�ed.

Bismarck 1895,
248.

186
Johann
Wolfgang
von Goethe

von Goethe,
Johann

Wolfgang

Divide and rule, a sound
motto. Unite and lead, a better
one.

CT Political
Philosophy Unclear. No reliable

source found.

187 G. K.
Chesterton

Chesterton,
Gilbert Keith

The poets have been
mysteriously silent on the
subject of cheese.

CT Drama and
Poetry

188 William
Shakespeare

Shakespeare,
William

All the world's a stage, and all
the men and women merely
players.

CT Drama and
Poetry True.

Shakespeare
1599–1600/2008
d, 78.

189 Joan Baez Baez, Joan
If it's natural to kill, how come
men have to go into training to
learn how?

CT Military
Training

190 John Gay Gay, John
Those who in quarrels
interpose, must often wipe a
bloody nose.

CT Military
Training

191 Sun Tzu Sun Tzu
Invincibility lies in the defense;
the possibility of victory in the
attack.

CT Defensive
Tactics True.

Sun Tzu,
translation by
Gri�th 2005,
128.

192 Adam
Smith Smith, Adam Defense is superior to

opulence. CT Defensive
Tactics

193 Mark Twain Twain, Mark
I've lived through some
terrible things in my life, some
of which actually happened.

CT Recorded
History False. No reliable

source found.

194 Napoleon
Bonaparte

Bonaparte,
Napoleon

History is the version of past
events that people have
decided to agree upon.

CT Recorded
History

195 John Hall Hall, John

We can no more have exact
religious thinking without
theology, than exact
mensuration and astronomy
without mathematics, or exact
iron-making without
chemistry.

CT Theology

196 Alan W.
Watts

Watts, Alan
W.

Man su�ers only because he
takes seriously what the gods
made for fun.

CT Theology

197 Theodore
Roosevelt

Roosevelt,
Theodore

A good navy is not a
provocation to war. It is the
surest guaranty of peace.

CT Naval
Tradition

198 Arleigh
Burke

Burke,
Arleigh

The Navy has both a tradition
and a future – and we look
with pride and con�dence in
both directions.

CT Naval
Tradition
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199 Mogens
Jallberg

Jallberg,
Mogens

In democracy it's your vote
that counts; in feudalism it's
your count that votes.

CT Feudalism False.
Unclear
attribution,
origin unknown.

200 John Boyle
O'Reilly

O'Reilly,
John Boyle

With the advance of feudalism
came the growth of iron
armor, until, at last, a
�ghting-man resembled an
armadillo.

CT Feudalism

201 Alexander
Ostrovsky

Ostrovsky,
Alexander

It’s all papers and forms, the
entire civil service is like a
fortress made of papers, forms
and red tape.

CT Civil
Service

202 Ronald
Reagan

Reagan,
Ronald

The taxpayer - that's someone
who works for the federal
government but doesn't have
to take the civil service
examination.

CT Civil
Service

203 Niccolo
Machiavelli

Machiavelli,
Niccolò

In peace one is despoiled by
mercenaries; in war by one’s
enemies.

CT Mercenarie
s

204 Howard
Tayler

Tayler,
Howard

Being a mercenary, though …
Hey, we just go wherever
there’s a mixture of money
and trouble.

CT Mercenarie
s

205 William
Shakespeare

Shakespeare,
William

All that glisters is not gold;
often have you heard that told. CT Medieval

Faires True.
Shakespeare
1596–7/2008e,
71.

206 Anatole
France

France,
Anatole

There are very honest people
who do not think that they
have had a bargain unless they
have cheated a merchant.

CT Medieval
Faires

207 Phineas T.
Barnum

Barnum,
Phineas
Taylor

Every man should make his
son learn some useful trade or
profession, so that in these
days of changing fortunes …
they may have something
tangible to fall back upon.

CT Guilds

208 Terry
Pratchett

Pratchett,
Terry

You can't go around arresting
the Thieves' Guild. I mean,
we'd be at it all day!

CT Guilds

209 King James
I King James I

I conclude then this point
touching upon the power of
kings with this axiom of
divinity, That as to dispute
what God may do is
blasphemy … so it is sedition to
dispute what a king may do.

CT Divine
Right

Unclear,
presumably

false.

No reliable
source found.
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210 Monty
Python

Monty
Python

Listen, strange women lying in
ponds distributing swords is
no basis for a system of
government … You can’t
expect to wield supreme power
just ‘cause some watery tart
threw a sword at you!

CT Divine
Right True.

Monty Python
and the Holy
Grail (Python
(Monty)
Pictures, 1975)

211
Neil
deGrasse
Tyson

Tyson, Neil
deGrasse

The day we stop exploring is
the day we commit ourselves
to live in a stagnant world,
devoid of curiosity, empty of
dreams.

CT Exploratio
n

False, heavily
modi�ed Tyson 2007.

212 T.S. Eliot
Eliot,

Thomas
Stearns

We shall not cease from
exploration, and the end of all
our exploring will be to arrive
where we started and know the
place for the �rst time.

CT Exploratio
n True. Eliot 1943, Little

Gidding

213 E.M. Forster
Forster,
Edward
Morgan

The four characteristics of
humanism are curiosity, a free
mind, belief in good taste, and
belief in the human race.

CT Humanism

214 Mahatma
Gandhi

Gandhi,
Mohandas

Karamchand

You must not lose faith in
humanity. Humanity is like an
ocean; if a few drops of the
ocean are dirty, the ocean does
not become dirty.

CT Humanism

215
Patrick
McGuinnes
s

McGuinness,
Patrick

In diplomacy there are two
kinds of problems: small ones
and large ones. The small ones
will go away by themselves,
and the large ones you will not
be able to do anything about.

CT Diplomatic
Service

216 Robert
Frost Frost, Robert

A diplomat is a man who
always remembers a woman's
birthday but never remembers
her age.

CT Diplomatic
Service

217 Mark Twain Twain, Mark

I don't like to commit myself
about Heaven and Hell, you
see, I have friends in both
places.

CT Reformed
Church False. No reliable

source found.

218 Thomas
Carlyle

Carlyle,
Thomas

The three great elements of
modern civilization: gun
powder, printing, and the
Protestant religion.

CT Reformed
Church

True,
abridged. Carlyle 1827, 39.

219 Peter Berger Berger, Peter

In a market economy,
however, the individual has
some possibility of escaping
from the power of the state.

CT Mercantilis
m
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220 Esther
Dyson

Dyson,
Esther

Having seen a non-market
economy, I suddenly
understood much better what
I liked about a market
economy.

CT Mercantilis
m

221 John Locke Locke, John

New opinions are always
suspected, and usually
opposed, without any other
reason but because they are
not already common.

CT
The

Enlighten
ment

222 Baruch
Spinoza

Spinoza,
Baruch

Whatever is contrary to nature
is contrary to reason, and
whatsoever is contrary to
reason is absurd.

CT
The

Enlighten
ment

223
Vilayanur
Ramachand
ran

Ramachandr
an, Vilayanur

Remember that politics,
colonialism, imperialism and
war also originated in the
human brain.

CT Colonialis
m

224 Anthony
Burgess

Burgess,
Anthony

Colonialism. The enforced
spread of the rule of reason.
But who is going to spread it
among the colonizers?

CT Colonialis
m

225 William
Blake

Blake,
William

Improvement makes straight
roads; but the crooked roads
without improvement are
roads of Genius.

CT
Civil

Engineerin
g

226 Douglas
Adams

Adams,
Douglas

A common mistake that
people make when trying to
design something completely
foolproof is to underestimate
the ingenuity of complete
fools.

CT
Civil

Engineerin
g

227 Ernest
Gellner

Gellner,
Ernest

It is nationalism which
engenders nations, and not the
other way round.

CT Nationalis
m

228 Arthur
Keith

Keith,
Arthur

Human nature, as manifested
in tribalism and nationalism,
provides the momentum of
the machinery of human
evolution.

CT Nationalis
m

229 Robert
Benchley

Benchley,
Robert

Opera is when a guy gets
stabbed in the back and,
instead of bleeding, he sings.

CT Opera and
Ballet

230 Ayn Rand Rand, Ayn
It [ballet] projects a fragile
kind of strength and a certain
in�exible precision.

CT Opera and
Ballet

231 Nelson
Algren

Algren,
Nelson

Had I been present at the
Creation, I would have given
some useful hints for the
better ordering of the universe.

CT Natural
History
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232 Alfred
Wallace

Wallace,
Alfred

In all works on Natural
History, we constantly �nd
details of the marvelous
adaptation of animals to their
food, their habits, and the
localities in which they are
found.

CT Natural
History

233 Vint Cerf Cerf, Vint

It's the Industrial Revolution
and the growth of urban
concentrations that led to a
sense of anonymity.

CT Urbanizati
on

234 Joseph
Brodsky

Brodsky,
Joseph

What I like about cities is that
everything is king size, the
beauty and the ugliness.

CT Urbanizati
on

235
William
Tecumseh
Sherman

Sherman,
William

Tecumseh
War is hell. CT Scorched

Earth

False, heavily
modi�ed.
Possible
orphan.

Shapiro &
Epstein 2006,
706, 546.

236 Roger Ailes Ailes, Roger I only understand friendship
or scorched earth. CT Scorched

Earth

237 Jacques Yves
Cousteau

Cousteau,
Jacques Yves

Water and air, the two
essentials on which life
depends, have become global
garbage cans.

CT Conservati
on

238 Edward
Wilson

Wilson,
Edward

Destroying rainforest for
economic gain is like burning a
Renaissance painting to cook a
meal.

CT Conservati
on

239 Christopher
Lasch

Lasch,
Christopher

The e�ect of the mass media is
not to elicit belief but to
maintain the apparatus of
addiction.

CT Mass
Media

240 Mark Twain Twain, Mark

If you don't read the
newspaper, you're
uninformed. If you read the
newspaper, you're
mis-informed.

CT Mass
Media False. O’Toole 2016.

241 Stefan
Zweig Zweig, Stefan

When they are preparing for
war, those who rule by force
speak most copiously about
peace until they have
completed the mobilization
process.

CT Mobilizati
on

242 Nhat Hanh Nhat Hanh

In order to rally people,
governments need enemies …
if they do not have a real
enemy, they will invent one in
order to mobilize us.

CT Mobilizati
on
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243 Winston
Churchill

Churchill,
Winston

The inherent vice of capitalism
is the unequal sharing of
blessings; the inherent virtue
of socialism is the equal
sharing of miseries.

CT Capitalism True.
Hansard 1945,
Column
1703-1704.

244 Damon
Runyon

Runyon,
Damon

Always try to rub up against
money, for if you rub up
against money long enough,
some of it may rub o� on you.

CT Capitalism

245 Joe Slovo Slovo, Joe

It has been demonstrated that
no system, not even the most
inhuman, can continue to exist
without an ideology.

CT Ideology

246 Nandan
Nilekani

Nilekani,
Nandan

Slowly, ideas lead to ideology,
lead to policies that lead to
actions.

CT Ideology

247 Albert
Einstein

Einstein,
Albert

The release of atom power has
changed everything except our
way of thinking…the solution
to this problem lies in the
heart of mankind. If only I had
known, I should have become
a watchmaker.

CT Nuclear
Program

248 Martin
Amis

Martin Louis
Amis

The children of the nuclear
age, I think, were weakened in
their capacity to love. Hard to
love, when you're bracing
yourself for impact.

CT Nuclear
Program

249 Victoria
Woodhull

Woodhull,
Victoria

Why is a woman to be treated
di�erently? Woman su�rage
will succeed, despite this
miserable guerrilla opposition.

CT Su�rage False/unclear
.

No reliable
source found.

250 Susan B.
Anthony

Anthony,
Susan B.

Men, their rights, and nothing
more; women, their rights, and
nothing less.

CT Su�rage True.
Lemak &
Hopkins-Benton
2017, 41.

251 Hannah
Arendt

Arendt,
Hannah

Only the mob and the elite can
be attracted by the
momentum of totalitarianism
itself. The masses have to be
won by propaganda.

CT Totalitaria
nism True. Arendt

1951/2004, 341.

252 Tom
Robbins

Robbins,
Tom

The ultimate end of any
ideology is totalitarianism. CT Totalitaria

nism True. Egan 1993.

253 Warren
Bu�ett

Bu�ett,
Warren

There’s class warfare, all right,
but it’s my class, the rich class,
that’s making war … and we’re
winning.

CT Class
Struggle True.

Stein 2006.
Source includes
no elipses.

254 Karl Marx Marx, Karl
The class struggle necessarily
leads to the dictatorship of the
proletariat.

CT Class
Struggle

True,
abridged

Marx 1852/1983,
62-65.
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255 Marcus
Garvey

Garvey,
Marcus

A people without the
knowledge of their past
history, origin and culture is
like a tree without roots.

CT Cultural
Heritage

256 Robbie
Robertson

Robertson,
Robbie

You don't stumble upon your
heritage. It's there, just waiting
to be explored and shared.

CT Cultural
Heritage

257 Winston
Churchill

Churchill,
Winston

From Stettin in the Baltic to
Trieste in the Adriatic, an iron
curtain has descended across
the continent.

CT Cold War True. Addison 2006,
221-222.

258 Richard
Nixon

Nixon,
Richard

The Cold War is not thawing;
it is burning with a deadly
heat.

CT Cold War

259 Vince
Lombardi

Lombardi,
Vince

If winning isn't everything,
why do they keep score? CT Professiona

l Sports

260 Heywood
Broun

Broun,
Heywood

Sports do not build character.
They reveal it. CT Professiona

l Sports

261 George S.
Patton

Patton,
George

Smith Jr.

A good plan violently executed
right now is far better than a
perfect plan executed next
week.

CT
Rapid

Deployme
nt

262 Horatio
Nelson

Nelson,
Horatio

Never mind the maneuvers,
just go straight at them. CT

Rapid
Deployme

nt

263 John F.
Kennedy

Kennedy,
John

Fitzgerald

We choose to go to the moon
in this decade and do the other
things, not because they are
easy, but because they are hard.

CT Space Race

264 Will Chabot Chabot, Will

NASA spent millions of
dollars inventing the ball-point
pen so they could write in
space. The Russians took a
pencil.

CT Space Race False. Reuters Fact
Check 2021.

265
Argonautica
, Apollonius
Rhodius

Apollonius
Rhodius

I shall return again to the light
of the sun, to prepare a home
for thy descendants.

CT Environme
ntalism

True,
abridged.

Apollonius
Rhodius, trans.
R.C. Seaton,
1912. Comp.
Apollonius
Rhodius, trans.
Race, 2008, 469.

266 Ko� Annan Annan, Ko�

It has been said that arguing
against globalization is like
arguing against the laws of
gravity.

CT Globalizati
on

267 Carlos
Santana

Santana,
Carlos

One day there will be no
borders, no boundaries, no
�ags and no countries and the
only passport will be the heart.

CT Globalizati
on

126



Gustav Penttinen

268 Jane Austen Austen, Jane Which of all my important
nothings shall I tell you �rst? CT Social

Media True. Austen
1808/2013.

269 T.S. Eliot
Eliot,

Thomas
Stearns

Distracted from distraction by
distraction! CT Social

Media

270 Aristotle Aristotle

Justice is the bond of men in
states, for the administration
of justice, which is the
determination of what is just,
is the principle of order in
political society.

CT

Near
Future

Governanc
e

271 John Stuart
Mill

Mill, John
Stuart

Over himself, over his own
body and mind, the individual
is sovereign.

CT Venture
Politics True. Mill 1859/2003,

81.

272 Joel 3:14 The Bible

Multitudes, multitudes in the
valley of decision: for the day
of the Lord is near in the valley
of decision.

CT

Distribute
d

Sovereignt
y

True. Bible Hub KJVb

273 Edgar Allen
Poe

Poe, Edgar
Allen

We �nd every where men of
mechanical genius, of great
general acuteness, and
discriminative understanding,
who make no scruple in
pronouncing the Automaton
a pure machine, unconnected
with human agency in its
movements, and consequently,
beyond all comparison, the
most astonishing of the
inventions of mankind.

CT
Optimizati

on
Imperative

True,
abridged.

Frank &
Magistrale 1997,
216-217; Poe
1836.

274 Sun Tzu Sun Tzu

It has been said aforetime that
he who knows both sides has
nothing to fear in a hundred
�ghts...

CT Informatio
n Warfare

True,
abridged

other
translation.

Comp. Sun Tzu,
translation by
Gri�th 2005,
125.

275 Sun Tzu Sun Tzu

If the enemy know not where
he will be attacked, he must
prepare in every quarter, and
so be everywhere weak.

CT Informatio
n Warfare

True, other
translation.

Comp. Sun Tzu,
translation by
Gri�th 2005,
150.

276 Aeschylus Aeschylus

Fetter this malefactor to the
jagged rocks
In adamantine bonds
infrangible.

CT
Global

Warming
Mitigation
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277 Edward
FitzGerald

FitzGerald,
Edward

Ah, my Belovéd, �ll the cup
that clears
To-day of past Regrets and
future Fears—
To-morrow?—Why,
To-morrow I may be
Myself with Yesterday’s Sev’n
Thousand Years.

CT Cultural
Hegemony

278 Leo Tolstoy Tolstoy, Lev
Nikolayevich

The time will come and is
inevitably coming when all
institutions based on force will
disappear through their
uselessness, stupidity, and even
inconvenience becoming
obvious to all.

CT
Smart
Power

Doctrine

279 Rudyard
Kipling

Kipling,
Rudyard

This, O Best Beloved, is
another story of the High and
Far O� Times.

CT Exodus
Imperative

280 Edmund
Burke

Burke,
Edmund

You can never plan the future
by the past. CT Future

Civic

281 Albert
Einstein

Einstein,
Albert

I never think of the future. It
comes soon enough. CT Future

Civic

282 Plutarch Plutarch
No man ever wetted clay and
then left it, as if there would be
bricks by chance and fortune.

TT Pottery

283 Janet Fitch Fitch, Janet I thought clay must feel happy
in the good potter's hand. TT Pottery

284 Will Rogers Rogers, Will
If there are no dogs in Heaven,
then when I die I want to go
where they went.

TT Animal
Husbandry

285 Winston S.
Churchill

Churchill,
Winston

I am fond of pigs. Dogs look
up to us. Cats look down on
us. Pigs treat us as equals.

TT Animal
Husbandry False. No reliable

source found.

286 Merle Travis Travis, Merle Who deserves more credit than
the wife of a coal miner? TT Mining

287 Will Rogers Rogers, Will When you �nd yourself in a
hole, quit digging. TT Mining

288 Benjamin
Franklin

Franklin,
Benjamin

Vessels large may venture
more, but little boats should
keep near shore.

TT Sailing True,
modi�ed. Franklin 1751.

289 Sir Francis
Drake

Drake,
Francis

It is not that life ashore is
distasteful to me. But life at sea
is better.

TT Sailing
Unclear,
possible
orphan.

Galvani 1999, 12,
58, 163, 157,
192.

290 Arthur C.
Clarke

Clarke,
Arthur
Charles

I don't believe in astrology; I'm
a Sagittarius and we're
skeptical.

TT Astrology
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291 Hippocrates Hippocrates

A physician without a
knowledge of astrology has no
right to call himself a
physician.

TT Astrology

292 W. H.
Auden

Auden,
Wystan
Hugh

Thousands have lived without
love, not one without water. TT Irrigation

293 Sir John
Thomson

Thomson,
John

The man who has grit enough
to bring about the
a�orestation or the irrigation
of a country is not less worthy
of honor than its conqueror.

TT Irrigation

294 Paulo
Coelho

Coelho,
Paulo

Writing means sharing. It's
part of the human condition
to want to share things -
thoughts, ideas, opinions.

TT Writing

295 Mark Twain Twain, Mark
Writing is easy. All you have to
do is cross out the wrong
words.

TT Writing False. No reliable
source found.

296
Henry
Wadsworth
Longfellow

Longfellow,
Henry

Wadsworth

I shot an arrow into the air. It
fell to earth, I knew not where. TT Archery

297 George
Carlin

Carlin,
George

May the forces of evil become
confused while your arrow is
on its way to the target.

TT Archery False, heavily
modi�ed.

Carlin, Playin'
with Your Head,
HBO, 1986.

298 Adrienne
Clarkson

Clarkson,
Adrienne

Each of us is carving a stone,
erecting a column, or cutting a
piece of stained glass in the
construction of something
much bigger than ourselves.

TT Masonry

299 William
Shakespeare

Shakespeare,
William

When wasteful war shall
statues overturn, and broils
root out the work of masonry.

TT Masonry True. Shakespeare
1609/2009, 64.

300 Aeschylus Aeschylus Bronze is the mirror of the
form, wine of the mind. TT Bronze

Working

301 Richard
MacDonald

MacDonald,
Richard

I’m also interested in creating a
lasting legacy … because
bronze will last for thousands
of years.

TT Bronze
Working

302 Lorne
Michaels

Michaels,
Lorne

Sometimes the wheel turns
slowly, but it turns. TT Wheel

303 Anthony
D'Angelo

D'Angelo,
Anthony

Don't reinvent the wheel, just
realign it. TT Wheel

304 John
Mase�eld

Mase�eld,
John

And all I ask is a tall ship and a
star to steer her by. TT Celestial

Navigation True. Mase�eld 1946,
899.

305 Omar
Bradley

Bradley,
Omar

Set your course by the stars,
not by the lights of every
passing ship.

TT Celestial
Navigation
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306 Epictetus Epictetus
Wealth consists not in having
great possessions, but in
having few wants.

TT Currency

307
Helen
Gurley
Brown

Brown,
Helen Gurley

Money, if it does not bring you
happiness, will at least help
you be miserable in comfort.

TT Currency

308 Winston
Churchill

Churchill,
Winston

No hour of life is wasted that
is spent in the saddle. TT Horseback

Riding
True,

modi�ed.
Churchill 1930,
59.

309 John
Steinbeck

Steinbeck,
John

A man on a horse is spiritually
as well as physically bigger than
a man on foot.

TT Horseback
Riding

310 Marie
Osmond

Osmond,
Marie

The Lord made us all out of
iron. Then he turns up the
heat to forge some of us into
steel.

TT Iron
Working

311 Mark Twain Twain, Mark
Everything has its limit – iron
ore cannot be educated into
gold.

TT Iron
Working True. Twain

1902/2010, 9.

312

Capt. E.J.
Smith,
RMS
Titanic

Smith,
Edward John

I cannot imagine any
condition which would cause a
ship to founder … Modern
shipbuilding has gone beyond
that.

TT Shipbuildi
ng

True, heavily
modi�ed.

Butler 1998, 48;
Lord 1955, 37,
39, 65.

313 Thomas
Gibbons

Gibbons,
Thomas

There is nothing but a plank
between a sailor and eternity. TT Shipbuildi

ng

False,
abridged,
orphan.

Sailor’s Magazine
1844, 162.

314 Shakuntala
Devi

Devi,
Shakuntala

Without mathematics, there's
nothing you can do.
Everything around you is
mathematics. Everything
around you is numbers.

TT Mathemati
cs

False/unclear
.

No reliable
source found.

315 Galileo
Galilei

Galilei,
Galileo

If I were again beginning my
studies, I would follow the
advice of Plato and start with
mathematics.

TT Mathemati
cs

False/unclear
.

No reliable
source found.

316 Criss Jami Jami, Criss Create with the heart; build
with the mind. TT Constructi

on

317 Dave Barry Barry, Dave
The four building blocks of
the universe are �re, water,
gravel and vinyl.

TT Constructi
on

318 Robert
Heinlein

Heinlein,
Robert

One man's 'magic' is another
man's engineering. TT Engineerin

g

319 Scott
Adams Adams, Scott

Normal people … believe that
if it ain’t broke, don’t �x it.
Engineers believe that if it ain’t
broke, it doesn’t have enough
features yet.

TT Engineerin
g

130



Gustav Penttinen

320 Saul Alinsky Alinsky, Saul Tactics mean doing what you
can with what you have. TT Military

Tactics

321 Max Euwe
Euwe,

Machgielis
"Max"

Strategy requires thought;
tactics require observation. TT Military

Tactics

322 John
Ruskin Ruskin, John

An architect should live as
little in cities as a painter. Send
him to our hills, and let him
study there what nature
understands by a buttress, and
what by a dome.

TT Buttress

323 Revelation
3:12 The Bible

Him that overcometh will I
make a pillar in the temple of
my God, and he shall go no
more out.

TT Buttress True. Bible Hub KJVc.

324 Ernest
Hemingway

Hemingway,
Ernest

We are all apprentices in a craft
where no one ever becomes a
master.

TT Apprentice
ship

325 Lemony
Snicket

Snicket,
Lemony

(Handler,
Daniel)

There is no easy way to train
an apprentice. My two tools
are example and nagging.

TT Apprentice
ship

326 Lynn White
Jr.

White, Lynn
Jr.

Few inventions have been so
simple as the stirrup, but few
have had so catalytic an
in�uence on history.

TT Stirrups

327 William
Camden

Camden,
William

Betwixt the stirrup and the
ground, Mercy I asked, mercy
I found.

TT Stirrups

328 Hugo
Cabret

Cabret,
Hugo

I'd imagine the whole world as
one big machine. Machines
never come with any spare
parts, you know. They always
come with the exact amount
they need.

TT Machinery

329 Gregory
Benford

Benford,
Gregory

Remember that people break
down, too, not just machinery. TT Machinery

330 Malcolm
Forbes

Forbes,
Malcolm

The purpose of education is to
replace an empty mind with an
open one.

TT Education

331 Aristotle Aristotle
It is the mark of an educated
mind to be able to entertain a
thought without accepting it.

TT Education

332

Motto of
the U.S.
16th
Engineer
Brigade

Motto of the
U.S. 16th
Engineer
Brigade

Blast - Build - Battle TT
Military

Engineerin
g
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333
Bernard
Montgomer
y

Montgomery,
Bernard

The more science intervenes in
warfare, the more will be the
need for engineers in the �eld
armies; in the late war there
were never enough sappers at
any time.

TT
Military

Engineerin
g

334 Nemo Nox Nox, Nemo
Rocks in my path? I keep them
all. With them I shall build my
castle.

TT Castles

335 Mehmet
Murat Ildan

Ildan,
Mehmet
Murat

If you see a castle under fog,
you must walk there to meet
the extraordinary dreams.

TT Castles

336
John
Quincy
Adams

Adams, John
Quincy

If your actions inspire others
to dream more, learn more, do
more and become more, you
are a cartographer.

TT Cartograp
hy

False, heavily
modi�ed,
orphan.

O’Toole 2011.

337 J.R.R.
Tolkien

Tolkien, John
Ronald
Reuel

Not all who wander are lost. TT Cartograp
hy

True,
abridged.

Tolkien
1954/2014, 177,
255.

338 Henry Ford Ford, Henry
People can have the Model T
in any color - so long as it's
black.

TT Mass
Production

339 Marty
Rubin

Rubin,
Marty

What can be labeled,
packaged, mass produced is
neither truth nor art.

TT Mass
Production

340 J. Paul
Getty

Getty, Jean
Paul

If you owe the bank $100
that's your problem. If you
owe the bank $100 million,
that's the bank's problem.

TT Banking

341 Steven
Wright

Wright,
Steven

I saw a bank that said
'24-Hour Banking,' but I
didn't have that much time.

TT Banking

342 Thomas
Carlyle

Carlyle,
Thomas

The real use of gunpowder is
to make all men tall. TT Gunpowde

r

343 Philip
Bailey Bailey, Philip

Man is a military animal,
glories in gunpowder, and
loves parades.

TT Gunpowde
r

344 Terry
Pratchett

Pratchett,
Terry

The pen might not be
mightier than the sword, but
maybe the printing press is
heavier than the siege weapon.
Just a few words can change
everything.

TT Printing

345 Wendell
Phillips

Phillips,
Wendell

What gunpowder did for war
the printing press has done for
the mind.

TT Printing

346 Allan
Villiers Villiers, Alan

There is little man has made
that approaches anything in
nature, but a sailing ship does.

TT Square
Rigging

False/unclear
.

No reliable
source found.
Name misspelled.
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347 English
Proverb -

It's not the towering sails, but
the unseen wind that moves a
ship.

TT Square
Rigging

348 Plato Plato
Astronomy compels the soul
to look upwards and leads us
from this world to another.

TT Astronomy True,
abridged.

Plato 2009, 502.
Words presented
by Glaucon.

349 Brian May May, Brian
Astronomy's much more fun
when you're not an
astronomer.

TT False,
abridged.

True,
abridged.

Vox Magazine
1991.

350 Homer Homer

At �rst Hephaestus makes a
great and massive shield ...
And he forged on the shield
two noble cities.

TT Metal
Casting

351 Rick
Riordan

Riordan,
Richard

Russell Jr.

Don't judge someone until
you've stood at his forge and
worked with his hammer.

TT Metal
Casting

352 Andre
Norton

Norton,
Andre

I think the human race made a
big mistake at the beginning of
the Industrial Revolution, we
leaped for the mechanical
things. People need the use of
their hands to feel creative.

TT Industrializ
ation

353 E.F.
Schumacher

Schumacher,
Ernst

Friedrich

The key words of violent
economics are urbanization,
industrialization,
centralization, e�ciency,
quantity, speed.

TT Industrializ
ation

354 Carl Sagan Sagan, Carl

Claims that cannot be tested,
assertions immune to disproof
are veridically worthless,
whatever value they may have
in inspiring us or exciting our
sense of wonder.

TT Scienti�c
Theory

355 Albert
Einstein

Einstein,
Albert

If facts don't �t the theory,
change the facts. TT Scienti�c

Theory

356 John
Hansen

Hansen,
John

It’s one thing to surmise what
happened, but we don’t
speculate on that until
ballistics con�rms what
happened …

TT Ballistics

357 Adam
Savage

Savage,
Adam

Let’s get on our knees and
pray. I don’t know to whom.
Is there a patron saint of
ballistics yet?

TT Ballistics

358 Winston
Churchill

Churchill,
Winston

However beautiful the
strategy, you should
occasionally look at the results.

TT Military
Science False. No reliable

source found.
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359 Karl von
Clausewitz

von
Clausewitz,

Karl

No one starts a war - or rather,
no one in his senses ought to
do so - without �rst being clear
in his mind what he intends to
achieve by that war and how
he intends to conduct it.

TT Military
Science

360 Winston
Churchill

Churchill,
Winston

It is arguable whether the
human race have been gainers
by the march of science
beyond the steam engine.

TT Steam
Power True. Churchill 1953,

91.

361 Lawrence
Henderson

Henderson,
Lawrence

Science owes more to the
steam engine than the steam
engine owes to science.

TT Steam
Power Unclear. No reliable

source found.

362 Sylvia
Burwell

Burwell,
Sylvia

No innovation in the past 200
years has done more to save
lives and improve health than
the sanitation revolution
triggered by the invention of
the toilet.

TT Sanitation

363 Graham
Chapman

Chapman,
Graham

Apart from the sanitation, the
medicine, education, wine,
public order, roads, the fresh
water system, and public
health ... what have the
Romans ever done for us?

TT Sanitation

364 Nikita
Khrushchev

Khrushchev,
Nikita

Sergeyevich

Economics is a subject that
does not greatly respect one's
wishes.

TT Economics

365 Margaret
Thatcher

Thatcher,
Margaret

You and I come by road or rail,
but economists travel on
infrastructure.

TT Economics

366 Craig
Roberts

Roberts,
Craig

Bolt actions speak louder than
words. TT Ri�ing

367
The 2nd
Target
Company

The 2nd
Target

Company

Never criticize a ri�eman until
you have walked a mile in his
shoes. That way, he'll be
barefoot and you'll be out of
range.

TT Ri�ing

368 Leonardo
da Vinci

Leonardo da
Vinci

For once you have tasted �ight
you will walk the earth with
your eyes turned skywards, for
there you have been and there
you will long to return.

TT Flight False.

No reliable
source found.
Originates in
Secondari, I,
Leonardo Da
Vinci , ABC

1965.

369 Chuck
Yeager

Yeager,
Chuck

If you can walk away from a
landing, it's a good landing. If
you use the airplane the next
day, it's an outstanding
landing.

TT Flight
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370 Charles
Eisenstein

Eisenstein,
Charles

For a machine to run smoothly
and predictably, its parts must
be standard and hence
replaceable.

TT Replaceabl
e Parts

371 B.J. Palmer
Palmer,
Bartlett
Joshua

Many of us take better care of
our automobiles than we do of
our own bodies … yet the auto
has replaceable parts.

TT Replaceabl
e Parts

372
Joe
Abercrombi
e

Abercrombie
, Joe

The best steel doesn't always
shine the brightest. TT Steel

373 Benjamin
Franklin

Franklin,
Benjamin

There are three things
extremely hard: steel, a
diamond, and to know one's
self.

TT Steel

374 Thomas
Tredgold

Tredgold,
Thomas

Engineering is the art of
directing the great sources of
power in nature for the use
and convenience of man.

TT Re�ning

375 George
Gobel

Gobel,
George

If it weren't for electricity,
we'd all be watching television
by candlelight.

TT Electricity

376 Earl Wilson Wilson,
Harvey Earl

Benjamin Franklin may have
discovered electricity, but it
was the man who invented the
meter who made the money.

TT Electricity

377 Ernest
Yeboah

Yeboah,
Ernest

A world without radio is a
deaf world. TT Radio

378 Steve Allen Allen, Steve
Radio is the theater of the
mind; television is the theater
of the mindless.

TT Radio

379 Peter Reiss Reiss, Peter Chemistry is the dirty part of
physics. TT Chemistry

380 Sir William
Crookes

Crookes,
William

Chemists do not usually
stutter. It would be very
awkward if they did, seeing
that they have at times to get
out such words as
methylethylamylophenylium.

TT Chemistry

381 Dana
Brunetti

Brunetti,
Dana

The cars haven't advanced that
much since we were kids.
When you boil it down, it's
still a gas combustion engine.

TT Combustio
n

382 Winston
Churchill

Churchill,
Winston

I have always considered that
the substitution of the internal
combustion engine for the
horse marked a very gloomy
milestone in the progress of
mankind.

TT Combustio
n True. Hansard 1952,

Column 2037.
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383 Ginger
Rogers

Rogers,
Ginger

Sure, jets are fast and
economical, but, oh my, what
fun we've lost and what leisure
we've sacri�ced in the race for
e�ciency.

TT Advanced
Flight

384 George
Winters

Winters,
George

If God had really intended
men to �y, He'd make it easier
to get to the airport.

TT Advanced
Flight

385 John
Carmack

Carmack,
John

Rocket science has been
mythologized all out of
proportion to its true
di�culty.

TT Rocketry

386 Michael P.
Anderson

Anderson,
Michael
Phillip

When you launch a rocket,
you're not really �ying that
rocket. You're just sort of
hanging on.

TT Rocketry

387 George
Patton

Patton,
George

Smith Jr.

Untutored courage is useless in
the face of educated bullets. TT Advanced

Ballistics

388 W. Clement
Stone

Stone,
William
Clement

Aim for the moon. If you miss,
you may hit a star. TT Advanced

Ballistics

389 George S.
Patton

Patton,
George

Smith Jr.

Better to �ght for something
than live for nothing. TT Combined

Arms

390 B.H. Liddell
Hart

Liddell Hart,
Basil Henry

The chief incalculable in war is
the human will. TT Combined

Arms

391 Roland
Barthes

Barthes,
Roland

In the hierarchy of the major
poetic substances, plastic
�gures as a disgraced material,
lost between the e�usiveness
of rubber and the �at hardness
of metal.

TT Plastics

392 Patricia
Dunn

Dunn,
Patricia

Nothing on this earth lasts
forever. Except maybe plastic. TT Plastics

393 Paul R.
Ehrlich

Ehrlich, Paul
Ralph

To err is human, but to really
foul things up you need a
computer.

TT Computers

394 Ted Nelson Nelson, Ted

The good thing about
computers is that they do what
you tell them to do. The bad
news is that they do what you
tell them to do.

TT Computers

395 Winston
Churchill

Churchill,
Winston

If you go on with this nuclear
arms race, all you are going to
do is make the rubble bounce.

TT Nuclear
Fission

False, heavily
modi�ed.

Churchill 1949,
328; O’Toole
2017.

396 E.Y.
Harburg

Harburg,
Edgar Yipsel Leave the atom alone. TT Nuclear

Fission
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397 Lily Tomlin Tomlin, Lily

There's so much plastic in this
culture that vinyl leopard skin
is becoming an endangered
synthetic.

TT Synthetic
Materials

398 Joe Hill Hill, Joe

There may be no forgiveness
for polyester. On this one
matter, Satan and the Lord are
in agreement.

TT Synthetic
Materials

399
Alexander
Graham
Bell

Bell,
Alexander
Graham

Mr. Watson… Come here… I
want to see you. TT Telecomm

unications

400
George
Bernard
Shaw

Shaw, George
Bernard

The single biggest problem in
communication is the illusion
that it has taken place.

TT Telecomm
unications

False,
orphan. O’Toole 2014.

401 Edward R.
Murrow

Murrow,
Edward
Roscoe

A satellite has no conscience. TT Satellites

402 Ed Burnette Burnette, Ed

Right now there are thirty-one
satellites zipping around the
world with nothing better to
do than help you �nd your
way to the grocery store.

TT Satellites

403 Lao Tzu Lao Tzu
If you do not change
direction, you may end up
where you were heading.

TT Guidance
Systems

404 Isabelle
Fuhrman

Fuhrman,
Isabelle

I love watching my mom argue
with the GPS on the way
home.

TT Guidance
Systems

405 Charles
Townes

Townes,
Charles

When God said, ‘Let there be
light,’ he surely must have
meant perfectly coherent light.

TT Lasers

406 Courteney
Cox

Cox,
Courteney

I'm a big laser believer - I really
think they are the wave of the
future.

TT Lasers

407 Isaac
Newton

Newton,
Isaac

All material things seem to
have been composed of the
hard and solid particles...
variously associated with the
�rst Creation by the counsel of
an Intelligent Agent.

TT Composite
s

408 Herbert
Hoover

Hoover,
Herbert

It is obvious that while science
is struggling to bring Heaven
to Earth some men are using
its materials in the
construction of Hell.

TT Composite
s

137



Gustav Penttinen

409 Kevin
Bacon Bacon, Kevin

I would say invisibility would
be sort of a fun power to have
just to see what it was like to
move through the world and
not be looked at.

TT
Stealth

Technolog
y

410 Patti Smith Smith, Patti

In art and dream may you
proceed with abandon. In life
may you proceed with balance
and stealth.

TT
Stealth

Technolog
y

411 Colin Angle Angle, Colin

Robotics has been around
forever, and it's been the next
big thing forever, and it is so
exciting and compelling that
it's easy to get carried away.

TT Robotics

412 [Not
mentioned] - I'll be back. TT Robotics True,

orphan.

Line spoken by
Arnold
Schwarzenegger
in the �lm
Terminator
(Hemdale &
Paci�c Western
Productions,
1984) and
elsewhere.

413 Joe Romm Romm, Joe

I am a big proponent of
harnessing the power of fusion
- from 93 million miles away.
Fusion is done by our sun
really, really well and for free.
Here on Earth in reactors, not
so much.

TT Nuclear
Fusion

414 Carl Sagan Sagan, Carl

When we look up at night and
view the stars, everything we
see is shining because of
distant nuclear fusion.

TT Nuclear
Fusion

415 Natasha
Vita-More

Vita-More,
Natasha

If technology is the engine of
change, then nanotechnology
is the fuel for humanity's
future.

TT Nanotechn
ology

416 Matt Spire Spire, Matt

Many, many rules had begun
to bend at the hand of
nanotechnology … This
produced a lot of good, and a
lot of bad.

TT Nanotechn
ology

417 Mary
Shelley

Shelley, Mary
Wollstonecra

ft (née
Godwin)

Will no entreaties cause thee to
turn a favourable eye upon thy
creature, who implores thy
goodness and compassion?

TT Advanced
AI True. Shelley

1818/2008, 141.
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418
Tao Te
Ching, Lao
Tzu

Lao Tzu

The incomplete becomes
complete; the crooked
becomes straight; the empty
becomes full; the worn out
becomes new.

TT
Advanced

Power
Cells

419

Inscription
on an
Egyptian
Ushabti

-

If there is any work in the
afterlife, you must do it.
Behold me whenever you are
called. Be watchful at any
moment to work there.
Plough my �elds, carry water
and sand to the east and west.
Behold me whenever you are
called.

TT Cybernetic
s

420 Jules Verne Verne, Jules

No, my friends, we have not
fallen back upon the earth; no,
nor are we submerged in the
Gulf of Mexico. Yes! we are
mounting into space. See those
stars shining in the night, and
that impenetrable darkness
heaped up between the earth
and us!

TT O�world
Mission

421 Francis
Godwin

Godwin,
Francis

After eleven Days Passage in
this violent Flight, I perceived
we began to approach another
Earth (if I may so call it) being
the Globe or very Body of that
Star which we call the Moon.

TT O�world
Mission

422 Sun Tzu Sun Tzu

If the enemy know not where
he will be attacked, he must
prepare in every quarter, and
so be everywhere weak.

TT Predictive
Systems

True, other
translation.

Comp. Sun Tzu,
translation by
Gri�th 2005,
150. Same quote
as entry 275.

423 John
Mase�eld

Mase�eld,
John

I must go down to the seas
again, to the vagrant gypsy life,
To the gull’s way and the
whale’s way where the wind’s
like a whetted knife;

TT Seasteads

424 Rudyard
Kipling

Kipling,
Rudyard

Then you drive out where the
storm-clouds swallow, And the
sound of your oar-blades,
falling hollow, As all we have
left through the months to
follow.

TT Seasteads

425
Hermes
Trismegistu
s

Hermes
Trismegistus

It ascends from the earth to
the heaven, and it again
descends to the earth and
receives the force of things
superior and inferior.

TT Smart
Materials
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426 Victor
Hugo Hugo, Victor There is nothing like a dream

to create the future. TT Future
Tech

427 Mattie
Stepanek

Stepanek,
Matthew

Joseph
Thaddeus

Even though the future seems
far away, it is actually
beginning right now.

TT Future
Tech

140


