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E gained at last the opposite banks of the lake, and without any accident. Our 
Laplanders quitted the boats, and we pursued our journey on foot as before. On 
the border of this lake, one of these people spying a certain plant, ran to gather 

it, and devoured it with as much avidity as if it had been the most delicious morsel in 
the world. It was the famous plant Angelica, the chief luxury of the North and which is 
deemed a very great antiscorbutic. Being desirous of tasting it one was given to me, and 
I found it so agreeable to my palate, that I soon became fonder of it than even the 
Laplanders themselves. I am fully convinced that I owe to this plant the uninterrupted 
good health which I enjoyed during all the time I was in those parts; where we had 
nothing else for our subsistence than dried or salted fish the dried flesh of the rein-
deer, hard cheese biscuit, and brandy; all of them heating and insalubrious aliments. 
The angelica was the only thing that was fresh and the only vegetable that we e had at 
our table. My companion, who had no relish for this plant, was often troubled with 
pains in his stomach and with indigestion. 

 
Though it was now drawing towards midnight the torment we suffered from the 

musquetoes instead of being abated was increased. The night was perfectly calm, and 
the insects attracted by the effluvia of our Laplanders, pursued us in our course 
surrounded us, and involved us as in a cloud. After travelling three miles over the 
rein-deer moss, and through stunted shrubs we arrived greatly fatigued at the banks of 
the river Pepojovaivi where we found a fire with some Lapland fisher-men sitting by 
it, and two children about five or fix years of age. We began to make preparations for 
passing the night here, and the Laplanders set about cooking their supper. The 
musquetoes this night annoyed us so terribly that it was not without the utmost 
difficulty we were able to swallow a morsel of victuals. There was not much as a 
breath of wind: the column of smoke that issued from the fire mounted straight 
upward in the atmosphere so that we were deprived of the benefit of fumigation, and 
of taking what food we had, under the protection of a cloud of smoke. We were obliged 
to cat with gloves on, and every morsel we put into our mouths we were under the 
necessity of drawing aside the veils that covered our faces very gently and with great 
circumspection for scar of the insects entering along with our refreshment. In spite of all 
our precautions the musquetoes were sometimes swallowed together with our viands. In 
order to be quit of so disgusting a sauce, we were compelled at each morsel we put into 
our mouths, to draw near the fire and thrust our heads into the rising column of smoke 
We chose rather to encounter all the bad effects of the smoke, and to be half suffocated, 
than to swallow those pestiferous animals. 

 
In order to remedy the inconveniency occasioned by the defect of a breeze which might 

waft the smoke horizontally and thus make us partakers of its kind influence, we 



kindled three fires around us, in the midst of which we were glad to remain, 
notwithstanding the excessive heat. I cannot at this moment account to myself why we 
did not think of setting up our tent, under which we certainly should have enjoyed 
greater comfort and have been less tormented by the insects. Perhaps it was that we did 
not expect to remain long in this place, and because the erection of our tent always took 
up some time; or it might be too carefully packed up, or perhaps we had not the means 
at hand of erecting it. It often happens that a person does things for which he afterwards 
can assign no direct reason though at the time he may have had satisfactory grounds for 
his proceedings 

 
After supper we employed ourselves in observing all the manners and actions of the 

Laplanders, in order to form an idea of their mode of living. With this view we 
proposed several questions to them. The two children were chubby, robust, and hearty. 
They did not seem to be at all struck with surprise or awe at our appearance, nor were 
they in the least discomposed by our presence, or put o u t  of their usual way They went 
to the river and fetched water, which they would sometimes throw o n  our shoes, and 
sometimes on our baggage. They did some damage or other to every thing they laid 
their hands on, and deranged whatever was within their reach; yet the Laplanders took 
no more notice of the children's behaviour, than if they had not existed. They saw all 
their motions; they suffered all the mischief they did with the most perfect indifference. 
They cared for nothing. The children seemed to be the sovereigns of the place. The 
Laplanders never said so much as one word to them of any kind. They never observed 
that it was not well done to throw water on the shoes of strangers or gave them any 
lessons respecting good manners and propriety of conduct. These, indeed, are terms and 
ideas with which the Laplanders are wholly unacquainted; and their only mode of 
training up their children is not to train them at all. 

 
In the mean time, while the children were thus engaged in doing all the mischief in 

their power, the old Laplanders were bused in cooking their supper which consisted of 
various fish cut into pieces and boiled in a pot, together with some dried fat of the rein-
deer and a little meal; the whole formed a curious kind of mess. While the pot was still 
on the fire, all the Laplanders sat around it, each with a spoon in his hand, for the, 
purpose of testing when the soup was ready:  when sufficiently boiled they began to 
partake of the mess out of the same pot altogether. When any one had, taken as much 
as satisfied him he fell asleep and again while others when he awoke he immediately 
began, to eat again while others slept; then these would awake, and again eat while 
the former elapsed into his slumber; and thus they alternately eat and slept till they 
were satisfied with the one, and incapable of taking more of the other, There did not 
appear to be any kind of rule or order among those people; - no beginning of any 
thing, and no end. Their only regulator and guide seemed to be appetite and instinct.  

 
When they were not occupied with either eating or sleeping they smoked tobacco. With 

one or two who preferred smoking to sleeping we had an opportunity of holding some 
conversation in the course of which they asked us some questions. They enquired if any one 
of us was the king, or a son of the king or a commissary of the king. They desired to know 
why we came into their country? and what we were going to do there? I discovered that these 
people entertained suspicions that we were emissaries from government sent to spy their 
situation and condition, their wealth and their conduct. From a great deal of jargon in a 
language, but little of which was intelligible even to our interpreter, we found out their 
object was to convince us of their great poverty. The answers they made to our questions 



were not so frank and plain as might have been expected from such simpletons. The passions 
which so often make men of sense act like fools, sometimes give art and address to the most 
stupid; and there is none of those passions so much adapted to produce effects of this kind as 
selfishness and an anxious interest to protect property.  

 
When the kings of the North, animated by a spirit of religion and piety, sent missionaries 

into those forlorn regions to preach the Gospel and propagate the Christian religion, the 
missionaries did not only make the poor natives pay the expences of their journey, but also 
gave them to understand that they were to be re-munerated for their trouble. That wandering 
people had hitherto lived without priests and without any kind of burthen; in fact because 
they were too poor to pay to the exigencies of state. They worshipped in their own way, just 
how and when they pleased a number of gods, who cost them nothing, except now and then a 
sacrifice, which they themselves ate up, and of which they left nothing to their deities but the 
bones and horns. 

 
At first it may be presumed they were not a little chagrined at being called on to share 

their wealth with strangers whom they conceived they could do very well without. Being 
weak from indolence and idleness as well as natural constitution, dispersed, disunited by their 
manner of life, attached only to their herds, and incapable of combining among themselves in 
order to form any plan of opposition and resistance, they submissively and without 
reluctance, believed whatever the priests deemed proper to tell them, and tamely and indolently 
gave up a part of their good things in order to preserve the rest. The priests on the other hand, 
followed the same principles in Lapland, no doubt, as in other countries and were not more 
zealously concerned for the salvation of souls, than careful that no one should go without the 
benefit of their instructions who possessed some hundreds of rein-deer. The poor ignorant 
Laplanders paid with tolerable patience the contributions required by the missionaries who 
promised them happiness in another world, which probably, according to their limited 
conceptions would consist in drinking brandy from morning to night. Nothing opens men's eyes 
so effectually as their interests; and on what account, or by what rule of right or reason, they are 
compelled to share their property with the commissaries of government, from whose police, laws, 
and justice, they derived no manner of advantage, is a matter of which they have no conception. 
In fact they look upon rulers and their commissaries in no other light than that of robbers, who 
like to live in ease and luxury, at the expence of others, without taking the trouble, like 
themselves, of following the rein-deer, or even being at the pains either of fishing or hunting. 
They have no ideas of the utility of visitors from whom they derive no protection or benefit and 
whom they confider merely as men who eat and drink and consume the substance of hundreds of 
other men. Such are the notions entertained by the true, or vagabond Laplanders, who remain in 
their native deserts and who shut up in their mountains, never approach near enough to 
civilized societies to acquire any ideas of their form and constitution. Free by nature, 
their manner of living exempts them from the necessity of laws. They dwell in a country 
which cannot be inhabited by any other race of mortals. They feed their rein-deer with a 
vegetable rejected by every other animal. Their only society consists in the union of a 
few families drawn together partly by common wants, and partly by social affection: 
and when two such families, with their herds, chance to meet on the fame spot, there is 
land enough for the one to accost the other in the words of Abraham to. Lot:- “If thou 
wilt take the left hand, then I will go to the right ; or if thou depart to the right hand then 
I will go to the left." 

 
It was not without extreme difficulty that we were able to persuade our Laplanders 

that we were neither kings nor commissaries, nor priests, but only private individuals 



who were travelling from mere curiosity. The principle of curiosity, which exists only 
in cultivated minds, and which is derived either from self-interest in search of 
something that may be advantageous, or from the pride of knowing more than other 
men, or from a desire of comparing what is already known with some object or objects 
not yet known-this principle is obviously too abstruse and can in no we enter into the 
head of a roving Laplander. During the whole of our intercourse with these people, we 
could never discover among them the smallest sign of any sentiment of religion or 
devotion. They never offered up any prayer to the Deity when they went to eat nor  hen 
they retired to rest nor at rising in the morning. 

 
Exactly at the hour of midnight when the sun was elevated about two diameters above the 

horizon, we had an inclination to experiment whether we could not light our pipes by means of a 
burning-glass. The attempt succeeded completely. At this phenomenon the Laplanders shewed 
greater emotion and wonder than they had yet done on any other occasion. We had a notion that 
they began to take us for sorcerers; and under this idea we put some questions to them on the 
subject of sorcery, which we had heard so much in all the accounts of Lapland. We asked them 
whether they believed that there were any sorcerers in their country? They said no: and that they 
did not care whether there were any or not. To all our queries they answered with an air of 
extreme indifference and in a manner that seemed to indicate that they were sick of our insipid 
conversation. We soon perceived that all our questions made no other impression on their minds 
than to awaken jealousy and to put them more and more on their guard; and to convince them 
that we were commissaries sent amongst them by government. When we enquired of them 
where their rein-deer were, and how many they had, they replied that they were very poor; they 
had formerly twenty-four, but that only seven remained, all the rest having been devoured by the 
wolf. If we had not been aware that the preceding year had been a dreadful one to the Laplanders 
by reason of the immense quantities of wolves that poured in in amongst them and devoured 
their stock, we should have been induced to suppose that the account they gave of the 
present small number of their rein-deer, was intended to convince us of their poverty, 
and how unable they were to bear any contribution that might be demanded. But 
intelligence of their disasters in that terrible year had reached as far as Uleåborg; and it 
was even urged by our good friends there as a reason why we should give up all 
thoughts of our projected journey. They said, that as more than a third of the rein-deer 
had been destroyed by the wolves, it would not be an easy matter for the Laplanders to 
furnish a sufficient number of there animals for conveying us on, in our long and 
hazardous expedition. 

 
It is a singular phenomenon, that the number of wolves in Lapland has increased very 

sensibly every year since the commencement of the last war in Finland. The Laplanders 
believe that this war chased away the wolves from Finland, and forced them to take 
refuge in the north; just in the same manner, perhaps, as the present inhabitants of 
Finland, in their progress west-ward from Asia, drove the old Fins into the wilderness, 
in which they now sojourn. This reason, however, seems not so well founded as to give 
any solid satisfaction. We know from experience that the wolves are disposed to follow 
the course of war, and to feed on the victims of our broils and contests rather than to 
shun and fly away from them. I must therefore refer the increase of wolves in Lapland 
to some unknown cause, which I do not pretend to penetrate. 

 
We now prepared for our journey to Kautokieno, under the consolatory reflection 

that we should henceforth escape the obstacles and fatigues we had hitherto met with 
from the adverse currents of the rivers This was the first time we had seen any river, 



whose waters were in their progress to lose themselves in the immense extent of the 
Frozen Ocean. If we had been opposed by such cataracts as those of Muonio, it would, 
doubtless, have been impossible for us to have proceeded any farther. But happily the 
dangers to be encountered in the cataracts of the river of Pepojovaivi were not 
unproportioned to the want of vigour and skill of the Laplanders who were to be our 
attendants. Those feeble, awkward, and helpless beings, were embarrassed and at a 
stand on the least difficulty; and every stone to them seemed a mountain. The state of 
their boats was deplorable; their oars were disproportioned to one another, and without 
any regular form. They were no other than sticks of wood cut and hacked into 
something like an oar, in the most negligent manner. Lazinefs and stupidity were 
prominent in all the Laplanders did, in all that appertained to them. The only things that 
they were able actively to perform were to keep up an everlasting chatter, to smoke their 
pipes, to chew tobacco and to drink brandy. 
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