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Raising the Bar

EQUIS ACCREDITATION  
RENEWED
Hanken School of Economics has renewed its EQUIS accreditation and so still 
ranks as one of the 149 leading EQUIS accredited business schools from 40 
countries worldwide. Hanken has been EQUIS accredited since 2000. 

-A renewed vote of confidence from EQUIS is yet another proof of  the interna-
tional competitiveness of Hanken’s activities, says Rector Eva Liljeblom. 

The accreditation plays a significant role in international cooperation when 
it comes to research, student exchange and the recruitment of researchers, 
teachers and students. It also guarantees students an internationally competi-
tive degree. 

- Accreditations are a must for universities with international ambitions. For 
us, this accreditation confirms that we are on the right track with our strate-
gic areas, which are research, internationalisation and corporate contacts, 
Liljeblom continues. 

In addition to the EQUIS accreditation, Hanken is accredited by AMBA 
since 2008. Hanken and the Aalto University School of Business are the only 
schools in Finland to have received the EQUIS label.

Readers of this newsletter will know that Han-
ken has been extraordinarily successful in 
research in the last few years. In addition to 
internal assessments, our research is continu-
ously evaluated by international accrediting 
bodies and the Ministry of Education and Cul-
ture. These external evaluators confirm that 
Hanken’s research output has been outstanding 
in terms of quantity and especially quality. 
These achievements set the bar high for our 
future research activities. The pipeline from 
a research idea to a published paper is a long 
one. In essence, our current success tells us that 
we have done something right some five or se-
ven years ago, when the recent publications of 
our faculty were conceived. A lot of hard work 
is needed to maintain and further improve 
the stature of Hanken as ”an acknowledged 

research-intensive business school with a dis-
tinctive profile in research and education”, to 
quote our mission statement. 
We welcome the challenge, and indications are 
good for continued success. World-class re-
search requires resources, and we have been 
fortunate on that front. Our HUMLOG Insti-
tute recently obtained significant EU-financing 
for its project on emergency logistics. Our 
HANKEN RETURNS fundraising campaign is 
also off to an exciting start. Securing research 
resources is vital for our continued success in 
research, and the importance of external fund-
raising will play an increasing role in the future. 
Successful fundraising will ensure that Hanken 
retains its leading role in business research in 
Finland and in Northern Europe. 

T IMO KORKEAMÄKI 
DEAN OF RESEARCH



GIVE BACK TO THE  
FUTURE
Hanken’s new fundraising campaign HANKEN RETURNS is off to 
a flying start. The campaign began with the announcement of three 
major donations totalling 1.25M EUR - Louise and Göran Ehrnrooth 
foundation with 250 000 EUR, Bergsrådet Tekn. och Ekon. Dr. h.c. 
Marcus Wallenbergs Stiftelse för Företagsekonomisk Forskning with 
250 000 EUR and Stiftelsen Tre Smeder with 750 000 EUR. 

“The key to success lies in the mutual trust between Hanken, our 
students, our alumni, our external partners and all of those who in 
one way or another support Hanken’s continued development. We 
are very thankful and pleased to be able to kick-start our campaign 
with these major donations”, says Rector Eva Liljeblom.

HANKEN RESEARCH 
ON TOP
The Academy of Finland has published a review on the State 
of Scientific Research in Finland 2014 (Tieteen tila 2014). 
The impact of Hanken’s research is evident in the bibliome-
trical study. 

The citation index shows that Hanken’s research with 
an index of 1.4  is clearly above the world average of 1. In 
Finland, only Hanken and the Aalto University exceed the 
world average. The same trend can be seen in the Top 10-in-
dex, which shows how many publications on average are 
among the most cited 10 percent in their respective field 
of research. Here Hanken’s index of 1.7 again exceeds the 
world average of 1.

NEW RECTOR AND 
DEAN
Professor Karen Spens will take office as Hanken’s new Rec-
tor for a five year term 1 August 2015. She is currently Dean 
of Education and Professor of Logistics and Social Respon-
sibility. Rector Eva Liljeblom will return to her position as 
Professor in Finance.

Professor Timo Korkeamäki has been appointed Dean 
of Research. Korkeamäki joined Hanken in 2013 as Pentti 
Professor of Finance. Professor Korkeamäki took office 1 
January and succeeds professor Rune Stenbacka as Dean 
of Research. 

THREE NEW 
PROFESSORS
Hanken has appointed three new Professors as of 1 January.

Dr Nari Lee has been appointed Professor in Intellectual 
Property Law at the Department of Accounting and Com-
mercial Law in Vaasa. Before joining Hanken she worked 
as researcher and programme director at the Max Planck 
Institute. 

“As Hanken encourages an international and cross-dis-
ciplinary approach, it is an ideal academic home for intel-
lectual property law education and research”, Professor Lee 
comments.

The department of Marketing has also been reinforced 
by two new Professors. Dr Peter Björk has been appointed 
Professor in Vaasa while Dr Kristina Heinonen has been ap-
pointed Professor in Helsinki. 

K AREN SPENS 

PROFESSOR

HANKEN BUSINESS 
FORUM
The annual Hanken Business Forum was arranged for the 
second time at Hanken in Helsinki on 5 February. The se-
minar attracted a large audience and focused on successful 
business models and the alignment of brands and value pro-
positions. Björn Wahlroos, Chairman of the Board, opened 
the seminar by sharing his experience of brands. After this 
there was a lively panel discussion between Henrik Ehrn-
rooth, CEO and President of KONE Corporation, Blanca 
Juti, Chief Brand Officer at Rovio, William Wolfram, Foun-
der and CEO of DealDash and Björn Wahlroos. The panel 
discussion was moderated by Professor Jaakko Aspara.

Hanken Business Forum 2015 was arranged by Hanken 
in collaboration with Hanken & SSE Executive Education 
celebrating its 10th anniversary. 



NEW DIRECTORS
Professor Joakim Wincent is the new Director of the Erling-
Persson Centre for Entrepreneurship (EPCE). The research 
at EPCE focuses on entrepreneurship and family business.

”We have a great team of researchers at the centre and 
a strong network of people ready to take on extensive and 
significant tasks”, says Joakim Wincent.

Dr Ira Haavisto is now Director for the HUMLOG in-
stitute. The research focus at the institute is humanitarian 
logistics.

”HUMLOG’s role in bringing together academics and 
humanitarian actors to build up effective support to people 
in need is increasing all the time”, says the new director of 
the institute Ira Haavisto.

Associate Professor Martti Mäkinen is the new Director 
of the Centre for Languages and Business Communication. 
The Centre offers language courses with an emphasis on 
intercultural communications skills. In addition to teach-
ing within seven languages, research within several of the 
languages is conducted at the Centre. 

WHERE TO DRAW 
THE LINE?
Corruption and bribery in the pharmaceutical industry was 
the theme for the corporate social responsibility seminar ar-
ranged by Hanken students 2 December. A large audience 
of students, alumni and general public gathered to listen 
to keynote speaker Erkki Tuomioja, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs. The seminar was concluded with a panel discussion.

100TH WOMAN 
DOCTORATE
On 2 December 2014 MSc Annamari Tuori defended her 
doctoral thesis ”Doing Intersectional Identity Work: So-
cial Categories, Inequalities and Silences” - making her 
Hanken’s 100th female doctoral student to defend her the-
sis. Tuori’s research, supervised by Professor Jeff Hearn, ex-
amined people’s job identities in relation to different social 
categories, such as ethnicity, gender and age. 

Tuori was congratulated in connection to her defence 
by Dean Karen Spens and the Director of the Hanken PhD 
Programme, Wilhelm Barner-Rasmussen. She obtained her 
doctorate on 20 February 2015. 

IPR SUMMER SCHOOL
IPR University Center is hosting its second Summer School on Intel-
lectual Property in Helsinki in June 2014. Events planned for the week 
are the Patent Licensing Academy Seminar, current IP Law Reforms in IP 
China, a seminar on the Openness, Secrecy and Confidentiality on IP, 
Case Clinics, and a Free Trade-Seminar. 

The Summer School is a unique opportunity for students to enhance 
their knowledge of IPs and experience light summer days and white 
nights in Finland. The Summer School brings together practitioners, 
researchers, students and all those who have an interest in IP.

EU FUNDING FOR 
HUMLOG
The EU Directorate-General for Humanitarian Aid and Civil 
Protection has granted funding to the HUMLOG institute 
for a research project called MELOGIC. The two-year long 
project addresses emergency logistics problems. 

HUMLOG will provide an integrated and easily appli-
cable methodological framework for logistics preparedness 
operations - together with the coordinating university Euro-
pean University of Cyprus, University of Aegean, Regional 
(Rome) Italian Red Cross, and Provincial Responsibles of 
CARITAS.

HANKEN.FI RENEWED
Out with the old and in with the new. Hanken has launched 
a new website 12 January. The new site has a completely 
new look and feel about it. Have a look at hanken.fi!

ANNAMARI TUORI WITH WILHELM BARNER-

RASMUSEN AND K AREN SPENS.



VA A S A

H E L S I N K I

HANKEN AT A GLANCE

HANKEN IN FIGURES
 » Founded in Helsinki 1909

 » Campus also in Vaasa since 1980

 » Research and teaching in Swedish and English in five different 
departments

 » Number of students enrolled for bachelor and masters degrees – 
2228

 » Number of doctoral students – 157

 » Academic staff – 137

 » Number of partner universities worldwide – 109

AREAS OF STRENGTH
 » Economics

 » Finance

 » Management and Organisation

 » Marketing

MAJORS
 » Accounting

 » Commercial Law

 » Economics

 » Entrepreneurship, Management and Organisation

 » Finance

 » Information Systems Science

 » Management and Organisation

 » Marketing

 » Supply Chain Management and Social Responsibility

MASTER’S DEGREE PROGRAMMES IN 
ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS
 » Business and Management (Helsinki)

 » Corporate Governance (Helsinki)

 » Economics (Helsinki)

 » Finance and Accounting (Helsinki)

 » Intellectual Property Law (Helsinki)

 » Quantitative Finance (Vaasa)

EXECUTIVE EDUCATION
 » Hanken Executive MBA

 » Hanken & SSE Executive Education

 » Hanken Executive Education Vaasa

WWW.HANKEN.FI
INFO@HANKEN.FI

NEW BILATERAL 
EXCHANGE 
AGREEMENTS
Hanken has signed a new bilateral exchange agreement. 
Our new partner is:

Loughborough University School of Business and 
Economics in the UK

NEW PARTNERS
Hanken has signed partnership agreements with two new 
companies. Elo Mutual Pension Insurance Company has 
joined as Hanken Partner and Deloitte has joined the pro-
gramme as Hanken Branding Partner. 

-We are very happy to welcome both new partners to the 
programme and look forward to several mutually beneficial 
events, says Clarissa Köhler, Corporate Relations Manager 
at Hanken. 

The Hanken partner programme to date includes nine 
companies in total.

HANKEN PARTNER 
PROGRAMME
The Hanken Partner Programme aims at building long-
lasting, mutually beneficial relationships that strengthen 
the connection between Hanken and the corporate world.

Hanken Premium Partners:

Hanken Partners:

Hanken Vaasa Partners:

Hanken Branding Partner:


