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Hanken and Business Life

Fulbright-hanken DistinguisheD Chair in  
business anD eConomiCs 

Hanken and The Fulbright Center have signed an agreement for a grant pro-
gramme, the Fulbright-Hanken Distinguished Chair in Business and Economics. 
The agreement provides prominent American scholars with the opportunity to 
lecture and conduct research at Hanken, while also contributing to  dissemi-
nating Hanken’s research and knowledge within the business community and 
society as a whole. 

”For Hanken, this agreement is yet another way of strengthening our interna-
tional profile, especially among researchers and universities in the USA. We 
will be broadening our networks in the USA, opening up the possibilities”, says 
Hanken’s Rector Eva Liljeblom.

“The agreement with Hanken also strengthens Finland’s profile internationally. 
The Fulbright Programme is operative in over 150 countries, but  there are only 
40 Fulbright Distinguished Chairs professorships”,  Chair Matti Kokkala points 
out. The Fulbright Center has similar agreements with the Nokia Foundation,  
Aalto University, and the University of Helsinki.

The agreement, issued for a period of three years, was signed 12 March 2015 
by Hanken’s Rector Eva Liljeblom, and on the behalf of the Fulbright Center, by 
Executive Director Terhi Mölsä and Matti Kokkala, Chair of the Center’s Board 
of Directors and Senior Adviser at Smart Cities at VTT.

Education and research are the two core areas 
for universities, no arguments there. Equally 
important is a third core area, namely the inte-
raction with society and business life. 
At Hanken we collaborate and engage with 
business and society in several ways. Through 
our executive education we directly engage 
with many important stakeholders. We engage 
a broad spectrum of companies and organisa-
tions by offering everything from the Hanken 
Executive MBA programme, tailored and in-
house programmes to more regionally focused 
courses. We interact with everyone, from SME’s 
in the Ostrobothnia region catered for by Han-
ken Executive Education in Vaasa (HFV) to 
multinationals participating in Hanken & SSE 
programmes.
For our academics these different types of in-
teraction through seminars, short courses and 

longer programmes with companies and so-
ciety at large are vital. Firstly, they provide a 
platform to disseminate our newest research 
findings. Secondly, they offer an opportunity to 
gain new insights and get a practitioner’s view 
on our research, something we all find very re-
warding.
Recently we had the opportunity to host one 
such event here in Vaasa. During Energy Week, 
the main event for the large energy cluster in 
Vaasa, we co-arranged a so-called Sales Café 
with around 90 managers from companies like 
Wärtsilä, ABB and Vacon. The keynote speaker 
Jonas Kjellberg, creator of SKYPE, gave an in-
credibly interesting lecture on the interaction 
between sales and product development - col-
laboration between academia and the corporate 
world at its best!

SöREN KoCK 
DEAN 

EVA L i L jEBLoM AND MATT i KoKK ALA



FreDrik teir awarDeD 
this Year’s anDers 
wall sCholarship
This year’s Anders Wall scholarship was awarded to Hanken 
student and entrepreneur Fredrik Teir. The scholarship of approx. 
14 800 EUR was awarded during a ceremony in Stockholm 10 
March.

Teir has worked in several successful start-ups, imported tea 
from China, founded and sold a web shop as well as lived in 
New York, Guatemala, London and Helsinki. During the last four 
years he has been focusing on making Greenstep oy, where he 
works with marketing and business development, into the world’s 
greatest accounting firm.

”i will use the scholarship to develop myself. i see a lot potential 
in creating modern, automated systems and processes for SME 
finance. in order to fulfil the potential i need to understand and 
manage modern technologies whilst financing their development 
through a positive cash flow. i have been able to put my studies at 
Hanken to very good use – now i need to deepen my knowledge 
of  iT and the management of growing companies,” concludes 
Teir.

pan-european seal
As of February 2015, Hanken School of Economics is a 
member of the Pan-European Seal – a cooperation between 
the Office of Harmonization in the Internal Market (OHIM), 
the European patent Office (EPO) and eleven European uni-
versity partners.

The membership means that Hanken can provide its 
students in the Intellectual Property Law Master’s Program-
me an online intellectual property training programme as 
well as the possibility to shortlist for a paid traineeship at 
OHIM or EPO.

”This means a lot for the IPL Programme at Hanken as 
we are the first Finnish, as well as the first Nordic, university 
to join the Pan-European Seal Programme” says Nari Lee, 
Professor in Intellectual Property Law at the Department of 
Accounting and Commercial Law at Hanken.

BEAT THE EL iTE FiNAL iSTS ALEKSi HEiKK iNEN, MAxiMi L iAN K iRSCH, K ALLE S iGURDSoN 
AND PHi L i PPE PéPiN

leCturer oF the Year 
Taija Townsend and Christian Johansson have been awar-
ded the title Lecturer of the Year 2014. Townsend is refer-
red to as a passionate and inspiring lecturer who succeeds 
in motivating the students while giving them constructive 
feedback. Johansson is a lecturer that most students in 
Vaasa meet during their first year. The title was awarded 
for Johansson’s ability to help the students suddenly see the 
connection and grasp the probability or the logic in the for-
mulas he is teaching.

The title Lecturer of the Year traditionally goes to a lec-
turer who motivates and inspires the students through his 
or her teaching. The awardees are selected by students at 
Hanken.

beat the elite
Hanken master’s students Aleksi Heikkinen, Maximilian 
Kirsch, Kalle Sigurdson and Philippe Pépin made it to the 
top five in the finals of the Beat the Elite innovation compe-
tition. The competition entails coming up with a solution to 
a case within 24 hours. This year the challenge was to create 
a three-year sustainable business plan for DSB, with an aim 
to increasing the number of passenger km and improving 
the customer experience. The competition started on 25 Fe-
bruary and some 24 hours later the Hanken students were 
on stage in Copenhagen along with four other Nordic teams.



hanken FinanCe DaY
Alumni and students gathered in Helsinki for the fourth 
annual Hanken Finance Day on 16 April to discuss corpo-
rate ownership in Finland. Professor Timo Korkeamäki, 
who recently published a study commissioned by the Prime 
Minister’s Office on ownership of Finnish firms, gave the 
keynote speech (read more about the results of the study 
below). Korkeamäki was joined in the discussion by Risto 
Murto, President and CEO of Varma and Anne Berner, 
Chairman of the Board and owner of Oy Vallila Interior Ab. 

wanteD: aCtive   
DomestiC owners
Finnish companies need more active owners and less go-
vernment ownership. Dispersed ownership results in com-
panies without a master whereas government-owned com-
panies lead to ineffective companies. These are some of 
the conclusions that Timo Korkeamäki, Pentti professor at 
Hanken and Ulf Jakobsson, economist, draw in a recent re-
port commissioned by the Prime Minister’s Office in order 
to give  government officials a comprehensive picture of ow-
nership in large Finnish companies. 

The biggest problem that Korkeamäki and Jakobsson 
found is of historical origin – Finland suffers from a lack 
of capital. This explains our comparatively dispersed ow-
nership of companies. “Finns value equality, which makes 
it difficult to make people understand the benefits of power 
and ownership concentration”, Korkeamäki explains. He 
notes that there is a power vacuum in Finnish listed compa-
nies since no new controlling owner groups have replaced 
the banks that previously were the controlling owners. 

humlog awarDs
The HUMLoG institute’s awards for best Master’s and PhD 
theses in humanitarian logistics 2014 have been announced. 
The prize for best Master’s theses was shared by:

julia Moline, MiT for her thesis Data-Driven Resource Alloca-
tion Decisions: FEMA’s Disaster Recovery Centers,
Silvia Uneddu, University of Lugano for her thesis Supply 
Chain optimization of the Distribution of Mosquito Nets in 
ivory Coast.

The prize for best PhD thesis was awarded to Miguel jaller, 
Rensselaer Polytechnic institute, for his thesis Resource Al-
location Problems During Disasters: Points of Distribution, 
Planning and Material Convergence Control.

The award winners 2014 were announced during the 
HUMLoG institute’s seminar on Resilience in Disaster Relief 
and Development Supply Chains - Managing Challenges of 
Climate Change, Urbanisation and Security held at Hanken 
on 29 April 2015.

ANNE BERNER, oY VALL i LA iNTERioR AB
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hanken at a glance

hanken in Figures
 » Founded in Helsinki 1909

 » Campus also in Vaasa since 1980

 » Research and teaching in Swedish and English in five different 
departments

 » Number of students enrolled for bachelor and masters degrees – 
2228

 » Number of doctoral students – 157

 » Academic staff – 137

 » Number of partner universities worldwide – 109

areas oF strength
 » Economics

 » Finance

 » Management and Organisation

 » Marketing

majors
 » Accounting

 » Commercial Law

 » Economics

 » Entrepreneurship, Management and Organisation

 » Finance

 » Information Systems Science

 » Management and Organisation

 » Marketing

 » Supply Chain Management and Social Responsibility

master’s Degree Programmes in 
economics anD business
 » Business and Management (Helsinki)

 » Corporate Governance (Helsinki)

 » Economics (Helsinki)

 » Finance and Accounting (Helsinki)

 » Intellectual Property Law (Helsinki)

 » Quantitative Finance (Vaasa)

executive eDucation
 » Hanken Executive MBA

 » Hanken & SSE Executive Education

 » Hanken Executive Education Vaasa

www.hanken.Fi
inFo@hanken.Fi

new bilateral 
exChange 
agreements
Hanken has signed a new bilateral exchange agreement. 
Our new partner is:

Università degli Studi di Roma ”Tor Vergata”,  
School of Economics

hanken partner 
programme
The Hanken Partner Programme aims at building long-
lasting, mutually beneficial relationships that strengthen 
the connection between Hanken and the corporate world.

Hanken Premium Partners:

Hanken Partners:

Hanken Vaasa Partners:

Hanken Branding Partner:

Fazer Donates   
100 000 euro
Fazer participates in Hanken’s on-going fundraising cam-
paign HANKEN RETURNS with a donation of 100 000 
euro. 

“We are convinced that in order to succeed in the future, 
Fazer and Finland as a whole will need top professionals in 
the field of business, and that’s why we are making this do-
nation”, says Christoph Vitzthum, president and CEO, Fazer 
Group.

Rector Eva Liljeblom expressed her gratitude for the 
donation and pointed out that one of the cornerstones of 
Hanken’s success is the mutual trust between the business 
school and its students, alumni and external stakeholders.

The fundraising campaign HANKEN RETURNS will 
continue until 30 June 2017. The aim of the campaign is to 
strengthen Hanken’s basic capital and secure its position as 
Finland’s only independent business school.


