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SUMMARY

What Works in Crime Prevention?
Overview of research in the Finnish
crime prevention evaluation
database (FINPREV), 2016-2024

Background and study inclusion

» The Finnish crime prevention evaluation database (FINPREV) was
created and is operated by the Institute of Criminology and Legal Policy
(KRIMO), University of Helsinki, in cooperation with the Research and
Education Division of the National Crime Prevention Council.

« Crime prevention methods developed and tested in one context are not
necessarily effective elsewhere. It is therefore necessary to conduct and
replicate evaluations locally.

« Launched in 2016, the FINPREV database compiles studies that
empirically assess the effectiveness of crime prevention measures
implemented in Finland. The database includes projects/measures
that aim to reduce crime. All types of interventions are included, from
situational prevention to psycho-social treatment, social policy and
criminal justice sanctions.

« The database includes empirical research studies published as articles
as well as so-called grey literature (published government and institute
reports, and so forth). Of the current original publications included in
the database, 23% are in English, while the rest are in Finnish.

» The inclusion of studies is based on the willingness of researchers
to include their studies in the database, using a structured online
questionnaire developed for this purpose. The database thus
standardises the results of studies but does not offer a systematic review
of them due to the self-selection of studies.



Findings

» The database currently includes 35 evaluated measures, 27 of which
are effects assessments of specific measures. Twenty-two of the effects
evaluations used research designs at a Maryland 3 level or higher; this
report is based on those evaluations, with occasional references to
studies using weaker designs.

« Four measures have been found to be effective in preventing youth
crime: (1) the KiVa Koulu bullying prevention programme, (2) the
Anchor multiprofessional conferencing teams, targeting offenders under
18 years of age, (3) targeted police supervision of concentrations of
high-risk youth engaged in leisure-time activities and (4) participation in
secondary education (typically from 15 to 18 years of age).

¢ Other effective measures include: (1) opioid replacement treatment, (2)
conditional prison terms and (3) unconditional prison terms. Regarding
fines, the studies indicate ambivalent effects: they seem to reduce traffic
crimes but may be ineffective or counterproductive more generally.
Note that the studies assessing such ‘other measures’ did not specify age
groups beyond the age of criminal culpability (15); their effects in the
wider youth category of 15- to 29-year-olds is therefore not known.

Preliminary conclusions

« The effective crime prevention methods range from primary to
secondary and tertiary measures; based on the included studies, it is not
possible to prioritise any of the levels of intervention.

» More effects evaluation research is needed to assess the effects of crime
prevention measures in specific national settings. In Finland, we still
lack research on all types of interventions. Little research has been done
especially on social policy actions, community sanctions and situational
crime prevention.

« Very few of the included studies incorporated estimates of the costs of
the intervention: only 26 per cent of all the studies in the database and
only 36 per cent of the studies included in this report. Only one of them
included numeric estimation, whereas the majority only contained
personal reflections on the matter. Estimates of the costs should be
better covered in future research.



« This report only included research studies on specific methods applied
in Finland. Systematic reviews will be evaluated separately later.

Reflections on the FINPREV database

 The report concludes by discussing the strengths and problems of the
self-administered, standardised research database. Its strengths include:
studies being conducted in the relevant country; the inclusion of grey
literature; the inclusion of native-language publications; fast updating;
standardised description of results; information on the level of evidence
based on the research design; and the low cost of compiling the results.
Its challenges include: self-selection as the criterion for inclusion; self-
assessment of the research design; the criteria used to define ‘promising’
research and the relationship between significance and effect size.

» A major problem of many systematic reviews and compilations of crime
prevention evaluation research is that the information is limited to the
English language, with most studies being conducted in the USA. Local
databases, such as the FINPREYV, can contribute a more contextualised
viewpoint by including studies conducted outside the Anglo-American
sphere, studies published in other/local languages and grey literature.
As a feasibility assessment, this report serves as a way to further develop
and improve the database.

The FINPREV database is operated by the Institute of Criminology and Legal Policy in cooperation
with the Research and Education Division of the National Crime Prevention Council. The special
focus on youth crime prevention has been partially funded by the Strategic Research Council (SRC)
established within the Research Council of Finland (grant nos. 352600 and 352601). We thank
Professor Antti Latvala and Associate Professor Markus Kaakinen for conducting an internal
review of the report.



Research studies included® in the Finnish Crime Prevention Evaluation Database.
Bolded text indicates that the original article is in English.

Research® Evaluation Function Objective Type Survey | Effectiveness Cost
conducted by design® estimate
35 | Kaila 2024 University of Impact of the size of income- Crime reduction | Impact 4 Positive impact No
Helsinki, Faculty based fines on recidivism evaluation
of Social Sciences
/ VATT Institute
for Economic
Research
34 | Halén et al. Krimo (UH) Juvenile punishment and Crime reduction | Process No
2023 conditional discharge with evaluation
supervision
33 | Huttunenet | Aalto University Secondary education Non-crime Impact 4 Positive impact No
al. 2023 related evaluation
32 | Huttunen et | Aalto University Impact of imprisonment on Crime reduction | Impact 4 Positive impact No
al. 2023 / University of recidivism evaluation
Helsinki
31 | Huttunenet | Aalto University The impact of conditional Crime reduction | Impact 4 Positive impact No
al. 2023 / University of discharge on recidivism evaluation
Helsinki
30 | Huttunenet | Aalto University The impact of fines on recidivism | Crime reduction | Impact 4 Negative impact No
al. 2023 / University of evaluation
Helsinki
29 | Taponen & University of Association of policing with Crime reduction | Impact 3 No impact observed No
Aaltonen Helsinki spatially limited violent crime evaluation
2023 and disorderly behaviour in
Helsinki
28 | Taponen & University of Transitional and beneficial effects | Crime reduction | Systematic Positive impact / No
Danielsson Helsinki beyond the area targeted by review diffusion of benefits
2022 police measures more common than
displacement of crime
(statistically significant)
27 | Kaakinen et Krimo / VN (UH) | Police multi-professional Crime reduction | Impact 4 Positive impact No
al. 2022 preventive Anchor work model evaluation (statistically significant)




Research® Evaluation Function Objective Type Survey | Effectiveness Cost
conducted by design® estimate
26 | Taponen University of Police supervision / control Crime reduction | Systematic Positive impact No
2022 Helsinki approaches review (statistically significant)
25 | Laine 2021* University of Criminal sanctions Crime reduction | Impact 3 Positive impact No
Helsinki evaluation (statistically significant)
24 | Taponen 2021 | University of Effects of intensified police Crime reduction | Impact 3 Positive impact No
Helsinki alcohol control on young evaluation (statistically significant)
people's alcohol behaviour and
prevalence of violence during
end of school weekends in
Helsinki
23 | Virtanen et Krimo (UH) Prison education Reduction of Impact 4 Promising No
al. 2020 recidivism evaluation
22 | Sutela 2019 Helsinki Police Relationship between police Reduction of Impact 3 Promising No
Department, Po- | automatic traffic control and speeding evaluation
lice Traffic Safety | driving speed at different times
Centre and road accidents on Keha |
(ring road)
21 | Antikainen Laurea University | Project to develop the OmaPoliisi | Reduction of Impact 2 Promising Contains
2019* of Applied Scienc- | (‘MyPolice”) model other types of evaluation reflection
es violence
20 | Carling 2019* | University of Process evaluation of the Reduction of Process No
Helsinki Aggredi programme violence outside | evaluation
the home
19 | Konttila et al. | Krimo (UH) OMA programme Reduction of Impact 4 No impact observed Contains
2018 recidivism in evaluation reflection
violent crime
18 | Aaltonen Krimo / VN (UH) | Impact of the increase in Reduction of Impact 4 Promising No
& Virtanen speeding fines on speeding and | speeding evaluation
2017b average speed in road transport,
part 2
17 | Aaltonen Krimo / VN (UH) | Impact of the increase in Reduction of Impact 2 Promising No
& Virtanen speeding fines on speeding and | speeding evaluation
2017a average speed in road transport,

part 1




Research® Evaluation Function Objective Type Survey | Effectiveness Cost
conducted by design® estimate
16 | Fagerlund Police University | Extending formal prosecution to | Reducing Process Contains
2016 College intimate partner violence control | intimate partner | evaluation reflection
and domestic
violence
15 | Eskelinen & Tampere Less violence in Pori (VakVa, Reduction of Impact 0 Promising No
Leander 2015 | University (Pori) community action) other types of evaluation
violence
14 | Laaksonen & | RISE (Prison and | Cognitive-behavioural STOP Reduction of Impact 4 Promising No
Tyni 2015 Probation Service | programme for sex offenders in sexual violence | evaluation
of Finland) prisons
13 | Leander & Tampere Lasta lydmaton Satakunta Reducing Process No
Eskelinen University (Pori) (‘no child beaten in Satakunta intimate partner | evaluation
2014 region’) (networking & portal) and domestic
violence
12 | Korander et | Police University | Enhanced surveillance of public Reduction of Impact 2 Promising Numeric
al. 2014 College and space other types of evaluation
University of violence
Turku
M | Tynietal. RISE (Prison and | General Cognitive Skills® Reduction of Impact 4 No impact observed Contains
2014 Probation Service | programme for prisoners other types of evaluation reflection
of Finland) violence
10 | Aaltonen & Krimo (UH) Aggredi street violence work Reduction of Impact 4 Promising Contains
Hinkkanen (HelsinkiMissio) other types of evaluation reflection
2014 violence
9 | Karndetal. University of Anti-bullying KiVa Koulu Reduction of Impact 5 Promising No
2013 Turku programme (grades 1-3 and 7-9) | other types of evaluation
violent crime
8 | Vorma et al. HUS, THL, Krimo | Opioid substitution treatment Reduction of Impact 5 Impactful No
2013 (UH), University other types of evaluation
of Nebraska violence
7 | Tyni& RISE (Prison and | Prison services Reduction of Impact 4 No impact observed Contains
Blomster Probation Service other types of evaluation reflection
2012 of Finland) violence




Research® Evaluation Function Objective Type Survey | Effectiveness Cost
conducted by design® estimate
6 | Danielsson & | Krimo (UH) Electronic surveillance Systematic Promising Contains
Makipaa 2012 review reflection
5 | Konttila & RISE (Prison and | OMA programme (for prisoners) | Reduction of Impact 3 Promising Contains
Tyni 201 Probation Service other types of evaluation reflection
of Finland) violence
4 | Karna et al. University of Anti-bullying KiVa Koulu Reduction of Impact 5 Positive impact No
201 Turku programme other types of evaluation (statistically significant)
violent crime
3 | Honkaetal. | RISE (Prisonand | General Cognitive Skills® Reduction of Impact 4 Promising No
2006 Probation Service | programme for prisoners other types of evaluation
of Finland) violence
2 | Keisala 2006 | Krimo (UH) Espoo's Lydmatdn Linja service; Reducing Process No
individual and group therapy for | intimate partner | evaluation
violent men and domestic
violence
1 Haapasalo City of Kokkola Néappis project Reduction of Impact 2 No impact observed No
2001 property crime | evaluation
(under 15)
a The Database is maintained by the Council for Crime Prevention and the Institute of Criminology and Legal Policy at the University of Helsinki (data from
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30.8.2024). Data are filled in by the researchers.

For full bibliographic details, see list below.

Display level of the survey design on the Maryland scale.
Fixed effects model, Maryland level changed to level 4.
Unpublished (accepted) master’s or bachelor’s thesis, not included in the report.
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