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SocialCareinProtestantSpirit
———OntheRoleandSignificanceoftheReformationintheFormationof

NordicWelfareStateSystem
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Abstract:ThispaperistoexaminethechangesofNordicwelfarestatessystemandtostudytheroleandsignificanceof

basicdoctrines,ethicsandconceptsintheReformationintheformationofNordicwelfarestatesystem,basedonthe

Protestantismafterthe Reformation．Moreover,the Protestantsocialconcerntheoryand practiceformedinthe

ReformationhaveplayedanimportantroleinpromotingthedevelopmentoftheNordicwelfarestatesystem,whichisalso

thefocusofthisstudy．Throughanalyzing,thispaperaimstomaketherealisticdevelopmentofProtestantspirithavea

newperspective,andtohaveadeeperunderstandingofsignificanceofthesocioＧpoliticalphilosophyoftheReformation．
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１　Introduction

TheProtestantspirit,asadirectproductoftheReformation,reliesonareligiousbeliefwiththe
poweroftranscendentalGodtorationalizethewealthaccumulationinthemortallife,whichprovides
theproofof“calling”ofreligioustheologyforpeople􀆳smotivesandintentionstomakeprofitsin
secularsociety．Fromthispointofview,Protestantspiritcanbedefinedasthesumofaseriesof
ethics,ideologyandvaluestandards,whicharederivedfromProtestantdoctrinesandarerecognized,

respectedandappliedinallaspectsofpoliticalandsociallife．〔１〕

Thewelfarestatesystemisnotasimplecombinationoftheetymology“welfarestate”and
“system”．FromthedimensionofsocioＧpoliticalphilosophy,“system”issuchhistoricalexistence
withnormativemeaning,includingentityandnonＧentity．Asanintermediarybetweenpeopleand
people,and peopleand society,itadjuststherelationship betweenthem andinfluencesthe
developmentofpeopleandsocietyinamandatoryway．〔２〕Therefore,ifthesystemisnotdefinedand

７３

〔１〕

〔２〕
PaulTillich．TheProtestantEra,(Chicago:ChicagoUniversityPress,１９５７),１５８Ｇ１６３．
辛明Xinming．«制度研究的哲学视野选择及其问题梳理»Zhiduyanjiudezhexueshiyexuanzejiqiwentishuli[ThePhilosophical

ViewandAnalysisofSystem􀆳sResearch],«哲学动态»Zhexuedongtai[PhilosophicalTrends],No．１０,(２００５),２０Ｇ２１．
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restricted,“welfarestatesystem”willcontainthesumofalllaws,rulesandsystemsunderthestate
formof“welfarestate”．Welfarestategenerallyreferstoastateform orsystemestablishedby
westerncapitalistcountriesaftertheWorldWarⅡ．Itstypicalcharacteristicsinclude:thehighlevel
ofwelfaresecurity,a widerangeofwelfarebeneficiarygroups,acomprehensive welfarepolicy
system,andsoon．Intheformofwelfarestate,Westerngovernmentshavedesignedandadopted
variouspoliciesandsystemsinordertoaccomplishthegoalsandtasksofwelfarestate．Basedon
this,theNordicwelfarestatesysteminthispaperreferstothesumofaseriesofwelfaresystems
implementedbythe“welfarestatepolicy”withintheNordicregion．

ItisundeniablethatsomeProtestantdoctrinesaretheimportantsourceofwelfarethoughtafter
theReformationinEurope．TheideaofFraternity,DiaconalWorkandGraceinChristiandoctrine
hasagreatinfluenceonthedevelopmentofEuropeanwelfaresystem．Amongthem,oneofthemost
importantfactorstopromotetheformationoftheNordicwelfarestatesystemisthe“Protestant
Spirit”,theinherentspiritualtemperamentwhichmaintainsthemodernwelfarestatesystem．Inthe
modernsociety,thisuniqueinnerspiritualtemperament,endowedwithanew moralstancetothe
masseswhobelievein Protestantdoctrines,providesaninexhaustiblesourceofpowerforthe
formationoftheNordicwelfarestatesystem,andpreparesarationalreligiousinterpretationforthe
operationofthe welfarestatesystem,whichdialecticallycoincides withthe “desireofseeking
profits”andthe“moralcreedofasceticism”．Ononehand,itembodiesthecoreofreligiousculturein
theformationofthewelfarestatesystem,andontheotherhand,italsoshowstherational“ecology”

achievedbytheunderlyingspiritualmotivesoftheformationofsystem．Itcanbeseenthatthe
Reformationisofgreatpracticalsignificanceandacademicvalueasanideologicalandsocialchangeof
howtopromotetheformationoftheNordicwelfarestatesystem．

２　ProtestantSocialCareTheoryandPracticeintheReformation

Inthefaceofvariousunknownandpowerfulexternalforces,peoplewillformthebeliefcognition
andcopingstyleaboutthetragicsituationsofindividualsorgroups．Therefore,religioncontainsa

particularlydistinctspiritofhumanisticconcern,thecompassionateattitudeandvalueorientation．
Sincetheworldhistoryentereditsmoderntimes,Protestantism wasonceasthespiritofwestern
culture,anditsspiritualessencehascontacted,collided,conflicted,exchangedorintegrated with
otherformsofcivilizations．Theexternalizationofthisideologicaltendencyintothebehaviorofthe
religiousbelieversisoftenmanifestedincharitableactivitiestosavetheworldandpeople．Therefore,

theuniqueideasofProtestantismformedatheoryofsocialconcern．
２．１　HistoricalBackgroundoftheReformation
Intheearly１６thcentury,thereappearedanunprecedentedrevolutionary movementinthe

historyofChristianity,thatis,thevigorousreligiousreforminEurope．InthemiddleAgesbeforethe
Reformation,thePopenotonlyownedthesupremepowerofreligion,butalsogainedthesupreme
controloversecularstatesandcities．Inordertoobtain moreeconomicbenefits,thePopetook
advantageoftheprivilegeoftheclergytobuyandsellvariouspositions,whichdirectlycausedthe
aristocraticrulersatthattimetoobtainmostofthebishoprics．TheabuseofPope􀆳srightsdirectly

８３
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ledtothefurtherpolarizationofhierarchy．Ordinarybelieversweredirectlyexcludedfromreligious
rights．Manyimportantpositionswereoccupiedbyseculararistocratsforpoliticalandeconomic
reasons,ratherthanforthesakeoftalentandpersonalability．However,they,whowerenotwiththe
devoutChristianspirit,onlydependedonthelawtomanagereligiousaffairs,whichcausedgreat
dissatisfactionamongordinarybelievers．Moreover,notonlydidmoneyworshipprevailinthechurch
atthattime,butmanypeoplehadchaoticprivatelivesanddidnotperformtheirduties．ThePope
traffickedsomanypositionstogetmoremoneythatitcausedtoomanyreligiouspersonnel,which
deepenedthediscontentofordinarybelieverswiththechurch．ThefamousDominicanJohannTetzel
didthevividpropagandaofthefunctionofIndulgencesissuedbytheSt．Peter􀆳sBasilicain１５１７,just
asif“thepennyjinglesintothemoneyＧbox,thesoulfliesoutofpurgatory．”

FacingthecorruptionanddegenerationofthePopeandtheRomanCatholicchurch,German
Father Martin Lutherposted“NinetyＧfive Theses,propositionsfordebateconcerned withthe
questionofIndulgences”inWittenburgonOctober３１,１５１７todenouncethecorruptionintheRoman
Catholicchurchandindulgences．ThiseventcametobeconsideredthebeginningoftheProtestant
Reformation．Subsequently,allthecountriesin Deutschlandalsolaunchedrebellionagainstthe
RomanCatholicChurch,whicheventuallyledtothereligiousreformationinWesternEurope．Calvin
alsocarriedoutaseriesofreligiousreformsinSwitzerland,aimingtogetridofthecontrolofthe
RomanCatholicchurch,andquicklyestablishedasetofnewnormsforthemanagementandactivities
ofProtestantChristianity,whichgraduallymadeProtestantismmatureandperfect．

２．２　TheMainContentofSocialCareTheoryandPractice
Thereformationdirectly challenged the churchＧcentered scholastic theology,and further

promotedthe believerＧcentered humanism,which madethe humanＧoriented conception,ethics
concernedaboutpeople􀆳slivelihood,andthedesiretopursuehappinessinreallifemoredeeplyrooted
inpeople􀆳shearts,andthenformedthemaincontentofsocialconcerntheory．Wewillanalyzethe
basicideasandcharacteristicsofLutheranandCalvinistsocialconcern,whicharethemostinfluential
schoolsafterthereformation,inordertolayatheoreticalfoundationforrevealingtheinner
relationshipbetweenProtestantsocialconcerntheoryandtheformationofNordicwelfarestate
system．

a)Lutheranism􀆳sThoughtsofSocialCareonJustificationbyFaith
Lutherwasafaithfulandconscientioussaint,andatfirst,hedidnotdoubttheconfession

ceremonyoftheRomanCatholicChurch．Withtheunderstandingofhumanism,hemadeanew
interpretationoftheBible:ThejusticeGodgaveuswasamercifulsalvation．Aslongaspeople
believedinJesusChrist,theycouldgetthissalvation,whichwasthebasicdoctrineofjustificationby
faith．〔３〕Lutherpointedoutthat“Thereisnodifferenceinworkswherefaithisanddoesthework,

yetthisistrueonly whentheyarecompared withfaithandits work．”〔４〕Likethebishop,

Coppersmiths,blacksmiths,farmersjusthaddifferentresponsibilities．ThepositionsGodgavetoman

９３

〔３〕

〔４〕
MartinLuther,ATreatiseonGoodWorks,(ShebaBlakePublishing,２０１９),１１．
MartinLuther,WorksofMartinLuther:WithIntroductionsandNotes,Vol．１,(publishedbytheLibraryofAlexandria,
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hadtheirownfunctions．Itwasinthesedifferentpositionsthatmangained God􀆳srecognition
throughhardwork．Atthesametime,Lutherbelievedthatthereshouldbenopovertyorbegging
amongtheChosenPeople．〔５〕Likebusiness,eating,sleeping,prayingandfasting,almsgivinghasno
differenceinvalue．ItisthewaypeopleserveGod,theresultofjustificationandtheexpressionof
trueChristianidentity．Luther􀆳s“JustificationbyFaith”putforwardavalueofegalitarianism．The
ideathateventhe mosthumblepeople wereequaltootherspromotedtheestablishmentofa
relationshiponequalityandmutualassistanceamongsocialindividuals．Itdidnotmeanthatthe
statusofthosewhowereinaweakpositionwasrelativelylow whentheywereacceptinghelp．
Everyonehadtherighttohelpandtheobligationtoofferhelp．AccordingtotheChristiandoctrine,

itwasthedutyofeverybelievertotakecareofthevulnerablegroupsinsociety．Forexample,infield
ofsocialreliefand welfare,governmentshouldbuildasystem ofpublic welfarefundbythe
confiscationfrom monasteryforprovidereliefandlendingtoeveryonewhoneedhelp,whetherrich
orpoor．〔６〕Whilehelpingthosevulnerablegroups,theirsoulscouldalsoberedeemedbyGod．Under
therestraintofsuchvalues,believersgenerallyhadastrongsenseofmission,andChristianstended
tohaveastrongsenseofindividuals’socialresponsibilityfortheadvancementofjustice,equalityand
socialwelfare．

b)TheSocialSignificanceofCalvinist􀆳sViewofCalling
CalvinwasanotherimportantreligiousreformerafterMartinLuther．Calvin􀆳sreligiousreform

notonlychangedthereligiousandpoliticallifeinGeneva,butalsohadaprofoundimpactonthe
developmentofEuropeansociety．AccordingtoCalvinistdoctrine,thewholeworldexistedonlyto
servethegloryofGod．TheonlytaskofthechosenChristiansintheworldwastoobeyGod􀆳sHoly
Disciplineasmuchaspossible,therebyincreasingthegloryofGod．Inaccordancewiththispurpose,

GodrequiredChristianstoachievesocialsuccess．BecauseGod􀆳spurposewastoorganizesociallife
accordingtohisHolyDiscipline,thesocialactivitiesofChristiansintheworldwereentirely “to
increasethegloryofGod”,anditwasalsothecharacteristicintheworkofoccupationservingthe
earthlylifeofsociety．AccordingtotheinspirationoftheBibleandthenaturalintuitionofhuman
beings,thismeaningfulorganizationalstructureandthearrangementofthewholeuniverseinwhich
welivewereundoubtedlycreatedbyGodfortheconvenienceofhumanbeings,whichmadethework
intheserviceofimpersonalpublicgoodincreasethegloryofGod,and madethiskindofwork
becomethewillofGod．UndertheProtestantdoctrine,everyoneneededtowork．“Foreveryone
withoutexceptionGod􀆳sProvidencehaspreparedacalling,whichheshouldprofessandinwhichhe
shouldlabour．Andthiscallingisnot,asitwasfortheLutheran,afatetowhichhemustsubmitand
whichhemustmakethebestof,butGod􀆳scommandmenttotheindividualtoworkforthedivine
glory．”〔７〕Richpeoplewerenoexception．Eveniftheydidnotneedtorelyonlabortoearnthe
necessitiesoflife,theymustobeyGod􀆳steachingsaswellasthepoor．InCalvinism,thisconceptof

０４

〔５〕

〔６〕

〔７〕

PELIKANJ．ed．Luther􀆳sWorks,vol．９．(SaintLouis:ConcordiaPublishingHouse,１９６０),１４７．
王倩 Wangqian,宗教改革时期的“基督教之爱”Zongjiaogaigeshiqidejidujiaozhiai[ChristianLoveintheReligious

Reformation],国学与西学:国际学刊[InternationalJournalofSinoＧWesternStudies,Vol．１０,２０１６],１８;AlsoseeMartinLuther,
“Ordnungeinesgemeinen Kasten．１５２３．”inOttoClement,hrsg．,Luthers Werkein Auswahl,Bd．２,Schriftenvon１５２０bis１５２４
(Berlin:VerlagWalterdeGruyter& Co．,１９６７),４０７．

Maxweber,TheProtestantEthicandtheSpiritofCapitalism,(LondonandNewYork:RoutledgeClassics,２００１),１０６．



YUTao:SocialCareinProtestantSpirit

“Calling”regardedworkasasacredduty,andameanstoincreasethegloryofGod,from which
comesthespiritofselflessness,thatis,thespiritofstruggletoincreasethegloryofGodratherthan
satisfypersonaldesires．Peopleonearthmustverifytheirbeliefsthroughactiveearthlyactivitiesto
increaseGod􀆳sgloryandstateofgracebytheresultsofactionsintheprocessoftransformingthe
realsociety．Thisideaof “Occupationdoesn􀆳tmatterwiththe HolyandtheSecular”directly
connectedthereligionwithsocietyandshowedthebelievers’socialconcern．AftertheReformation,

thehelptothedisadvantagedcamefromthespiritoffraternityandmutualassistanceofreligion．It
wasnolongeraselfＧinterestedaction,butanaltruisticbehaviorofbelieversforthesakeofbelief．
Theywerenotforthepersonalinterests,whichshowedakindofresponsibilityandobligation．

HowfarinthebackgroundofLuther􀆳sthoughtofsocialconcernwasthemostimportantideaof
hisworldlyconduct,whichalsodominatedCalvinism．AccordingtoLutherthisconceptofworkare
soindispensableastheothers(purityofdoctrine,prayer,etc．)．TheconceptofCalvin􀆳scallingwas,

asweseen,notverydifferent,butthatwasnottrueofPuritanism．Oftheideaofsocialconcern,on
theotherhand(more,however,initsLutheranthanitsCalvinisticform),thereareatleastisolated
propositionsintheProtestanttheology,eventhoughitwasunderstoodmostlyinaphilosophical
sense．

３　TheInternalRelationshipbetweenProtestantSocialConcernandtheFormation
ofNordicWelfareStateSystem

Undertheinfluenceofsocialconcerntheory,thepolitics,economyandcultureof Nordic
countriesallchanged．However,thetheoryofsocialconcern wasnotthedecisivefactor,buta

prerequisite．ThisformationofNordicwelfarestatesystemwasastepＧbyＧstepprocess．
３．１　SocialconcerninProtestantspiritbreedingthepoliticalfoundationofademocraticsociety
Protestantspiritcontainedthevalueofequalityandprovidedthespiritualfactorsforfree

democraticpolitics．Protestantismplayedadirectroleintheformationofthepoliticalcultureof
freedomanddemocracyinNordiccapitalistcountries,andcontinuedtobeoneofthedrivingforces
fortheformationoftheNordicwelfarestatesystem．Protestantreformdecreasedtheeffectofthe
churchinpersonalsalvation,andindividualscoulddirectlycommunicate with God．Thedirect
communicationbetweentheindividualandGodseeminglyelevatedthestatusofGod,butactually
elevatedthestatusoftheindividual．Godisinvisible,whiletheindividualisvisible．Communicating
withGodwasactuallyakindofpersonalintrospectionandSelfＧdiscipline．Godcouldbetheacceptor
ofthewillandideaofalmostanyindividual．〔８〕Inthisway,individuals’willhaditsindependence
andsanctity,andthevalueofequalityforallhaditsphilosophicalandreligiousfoundation．

Protestantsadvocatedfairness,notonlybecausetheybelievedthatfairnesswasthefoundation
ofallthesuprememorality,butalsobecausetheyregardedfairnessasthesourceofallthegreatest
benefits．Theyresortedtothereligionbecausetheybelievedthatreligion wasaguaranteeof
Individualrightsandinterestsinademocraticsociety．Religion,asakindofbelief,wasoneofthe

１４

〔８〕 Cf．GerhardWegner:TheLegitimacyoftheWelfareState,(Leipzig:EVANGELISCHEVERLAGSANSTALT,２０１５),３５．
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mainelementsofhumannature,andatthesametime,itprovidedaspiritualsustenance．Nomatter
howreasondeveloped,therewasnosituationwheretherewasnoauthorityinthespiritualandmoral
worldinanyageofmankind．Oncethebasiccommonvaluebeliefofthesocietyfellintochaos,

individualrightsandinterestswouldbethreatened．Religiousbeliefsmadeitpreferableforindividual
reasontobeenslavedbyonlyGodandnotbytheforcesofanyhumanbeing,regardlessofmonarchs,

clergymen,noblesorthegeneralpublic．Onlyinthestructureofsocialorderwithcommonbeliefs
couldindividualrightsandinterestsbeguaranteed．Butnotallreligiousbeliefsordoctrineswere
suitableforademocraticsocietyorpromotedthedemocraticdevelopment．Christianitynaturally
containedtheelementsoffreedomanddemocracy,andthereligiousreform providedtheideaof
equality．Itshouldbesaidthatmoderndemocraticpoliticalthoughtoriginatedlargelyfromthegreat
Reformationinthesixteenthcentury．Atthesametime,Protestantreligiousdoctrineguidedthe
politicallifeofthewholecapitalistsocietyandbecamethebasicprincipleofpoliticalandsociallife．

３．２　SocialconcerninProtestantspiritensuringtheeconomicbasisofwelfaresystem
Protestantspiritconfirmedthelegitimacyinbeliefandmoralityoftheproperpursuitofwealth

inareligiousway,thusprovidingthepracticalpsychologicaldynamicsforthedevelopmentofNordic
welfarestates．ProtestantspiritregardedtherationalpursuitofwealthasthewillofGod,affirmed
thelegalizationofprofitＧmakingactivities,andmadethewesternsocietygetridoftheshacklesof
traditionalreligionandethicsinthemedievalperiod．Thiswasthefirstpreparationfortheformation
ofNordicwelfarestatesystemintermsofbeliefandmorality,formingamotiveforcetogainthe
graceofGodbyincreasingwealth．

TheProtestantismaftertheReformationendowedthesecularlifewiththevalueofbelief,and
thesecularlaborinanoccupationwaspaidmoreandmoreattentioninmorality．“Forthesaints’

everlastingrestisinthenextworld;onearthmanmust,tobecertainofhisstateofgrace,dothe
worksofhim whosenthim,aslongasitisyetday．Notleisureandenjoyment,butonlyactivity
servestoincreasethegloryofGod,accordingtothedefinite manifestationsof His will．”〔９〕

Therefore,thesocialactivitiesofChristiansintheworldwereentirely “toincreasethegloryof
God”,anditwasalsothecharacteristicintheworkofoccupationservingtheearthlylifeofsociety．
Therefore,Protestantism guidedpeopletodevotethemselvestosecularactivities,boresecular
responsibilitiesratherthanescapethem．Emphasizingthesignificanceofasceticismofpermanent
occupationprovidedthebasisforthemodernspecializeddivisionoflabor,whichcontributedtothe
developmentofspecializedproduction,improvedthelaborproductivityandincreasedthesocial
wealth．Inaddition,Protestantasceticism didnotopposetherationalacquisitionofwealth,but
opposedtheirrationaluseofwealth．Theyapprovedoftherationalandutilitarianuseofpropertyand
regardeditasthewillofGod．Therefore,thewealthgainedbyProtestantsinthesecularoccupation
forfulfillingGod􀆳sdutywasnotconsumed,butputintosocialproductionascapitaltoacquiregreater
wealth．Theserestrictionsimposedonwealthconsumptionmadeitpossibleforcapitaltobeusedfor
productiveinvestment,whichnaturallyincreasedwealth．Thisfrugallifestylecombinedwithgreat
wealthwasboundtoaccumulatemorecapitalandlayamaterialfoundationforthedevelopmentof
Nordicwelfarestates．

２４

〔９〕 Maxweber,TheProtestantEthicandtheSpiritofCapitalism,(LondonandNewYork:RoutledgeClassics,２００１),１０４．
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３．３　SocialconcerninProtestantspirittransformingtheideafoundationofsecularsociety
ProtestantspiritledtoacertainchangeintheviewsoftheNordicpeople．Forexample,Luther

advocatedthatChristiansshouldadapttotheirenvironment,didnotescapetheresponsibilityor
divorcefromrealitylikemonks,butservedGodintheactivitiesofthisworldandrealizedtheirselfＧ
salvationandvalueoflifeintheworld．Calvinhadamoreaggressiveattitudetowardlife,believing
thattheestablishmentofthekingdomofgodbytransformingofsocietyinthisworldwastoglorify
God．Heencouragedpeopletodoeveryjobinapositivespirit．BothLutherandCalvin,thereligious
reformers,promotedthesecularization ofsocietyin doctrineand hadfarＧreachinginfluence．
Protestantspiritemphasizedrationalityandrestraint,whichmadeProtestantsopposeindulgenceand
restrainthemselvesrationally．Onlybyemphasizingtherationalityofpermanentoccupationand
rigorouslaborcouldpeoplehavethepossibilitytogettheGod􀆳sgraceandberegardedasthesuccess
oflife．Becauseoftherestrictionsimposedonwealthconsumptionbytheoccupationalconceptof
asceticism,itwaspossibleforpeopletousewealthforwelfareandcharity．

Atthesametime,Protestantdoctrineprovidedawayforpeopletorealizethemselves．Inany
hierarchicalsocietyorera,thegreatestselfＧrealizationofpeoplewastoreachthehighestrankof
society．Inafeudalsocietywithaverystrictstatushierarchy,onlythearistocracycouldaccomplish
thisselfＧrealization,whiletherichbusinessmenwerestillatthebottomofsociety．Atthebeginning
ofcapitalism,businessmenwerenotproudtoearnenough money,buteventuallytheywereeven
willingtosacrificetheireconomicintereststogainthearistocraticstatuses．Theemergenceof
ProtestantspiritgreatlybroadenedthewayofselfＧrealization．EveryonecanachieveselfＧrealization
bydoingtheirownvocation．SelfＧrealization,nolongerlikethepast,onlyasmallnumberofpeople􀆳s
patentsinhierarchicalsociety,theroadtoselfＧrealizationbecomesverybroad．〔１０〕Undersucha
concept,peopletriedtoprovethatthey wereGod􀆳schosenpeoplethroughtheirdiligenceand
wealth,andtherankinheavenwasmorerespectablethanthatinthesecularlife．Itwasundoubtedly
oneofthemostimportantpurposesoftheirlifelongworktoorganizelaborrationallyinorderto
providematerialproductsformankind．ThechangeofthissecularconceptpromptedtheNordic
peopletobewillingtoprovidematerialproductsforsocialdevelopment,therebyrealizingtheirselfＧ
worthbymakingcontributiontosocialdevelopmentandlayingtheideologicalfoundationforthe
formationoftheNordicwelfarestatesystem．

４　TheContemporaryValueoftheInfluenceofProtestantSocialCareonthe
FormationofNordicWelfareStateSystem

TheNordicwelfarestateistheproductofthecapitalistindustrialage．Itdoesnotalwaysexist,

norwillitalwaysremainatacertainlevel．Itsemergence,prosperityandevendisappearanceare
inevitableinhistory．TheemergenceofNordicwelfaresystemisalsotheresultoftheinteractionof
variousfactors．ItisnotonlytheselfＧadjustmentofthecapitalistsysteminaparticulartime,butalso
thedisplayofcertainspecifichistoryandculture．Italsoreflectsaspecialsocialstructure．〔１１〕Of

３４

〔１０〕

〔１１〕
CfMaxweber,TheProtestantEthicandtheSpiritofCapitalism,(LondonandNewYork:RoutledgeClassics,２００１),１０８Ｇ１１０．
GerhardWegner:TheLegitimacyoftheWelfareState,(Leipzig:EVANGELISCHEVERLAGSANSTALT,２０１５),１６．
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course,italsoshowsthehistoricalvalueofthetensionbetweenreligiousbeliefandthedevelopment
ofNordicwelfarestatesystem．

Fromtheperspectiveofhistoricalmaterialism,theemergenceofNordicwelfaresystemhasits
specialhistoricalinevitability,whichistheuniquehistorical,geographicalandculturalresourcesofa
nationstate．IftheNordicwelfaresystemisdefinedbeyondthesystem,itcanalsobesaidtobea
culturalexpressionoftheinteractionofelements,suchasnationalorientation,freedomandsecurity,

fairnessandjustice,andcitizens．Itisinthissensethatthewelfaresystem hasaspecificpath
dependenceandisnotuniversal．TheNordicwelfaresystemisrootedinthereligioushistoryand
cultureofthewesternworld,whichisunderthegreaterinfluenceofreligiousconsciousnessandthe
traditionof“unificationofthestateandthechurch”inculture．〔１２〕Lutheranismisastatereligionin
mostNordiccountries,whichoccupiesadominantposition．Asweallknow,“JustificationbyFaith”

emphasizestheequalstatusandrightsofeveryfaithfulChristianandexcludesprivileges．Therefore,

theNordicsenseofequalityandcivilianconsciousnesscanbesaidtobedeeplyrootedintheheartsof
thepeople．Itcanbesaidthatitisthisculturalspecificityandhistoricalprecedencethatdistinguish
thewelfaresystemofNordiccountriesfromthatoftraditionalreligiouscountries．

Today,thespiritualbeliefsofreligionarefurtherdisenchanted．Thesecularizationofmodernsocietyhas
causedthebreakoftheProtestantspiritualchaininsomecountries．Therefore,weshouldrationallyadjust
the“tension”betweenmaterialdesireandvaluepursuitthroughtheideaofProtestantsocialconcern,from
whichwecangettheinspirationofmodernvaluebelieftopromotethedevelopmentofwelfarestatesystem．
Toconstructthesupportofmoralbelieffortherationaloperationofthewelfarestatesystem,itisnecessary
togivereasonableconsiderationtoboththesecularmaterialdesireandspiritualvaluedemand．Protestant
socialconcernnotonlyfulfilledpeople􀆳sdesireformaterialwealthinsecularlife,providingthemoral
justificationsofbothunyieldingspiritualmotivationandtheunityofrationalityandlegitimacyfortheaction
ofcreatingwealth,butalsopreparedtheloftyvaluebeliefof“salvation”inreligiousafterlifeforselfＧrestraint
andasceticisminreallife．Thus,theconflictbetweenethicalvaluebeliefandthenaturaldesireformaterial
wealthorbetween“moralimpulse”and“economicimpulse”,hasbeendialecticallycoincidedinProtestant
spirit．Thatistosay,Protestantsocialconcernhighlyintegratesthematerialneedsofnaturaldesireforthe
worldandthevaluepromotionofspiritualworld．Therefore,ifwe wanttoprovide moralincentive
mechanismofethicalculturefortheoperationofthenationalwelfaresystem,wecannotdenythereasonable
materialdesireofthesecularworld,butexplainthetheoreticalrationalityandrealisticrealizationmechanism
ofmorality,integratethemechanismofsocialethicalspiritandprovidedeepstipulationofmoralpractice
rationalityonthepremiseofaffirmingtherationalityofeconomicimpulse．Thevalueofmoralandspiritual
valuesisfurtherhighlightedbythe“sustainedlimitation”oftheinnerexperienceofmaterialgainsinsecular
life．Thevaluesupportofmoralbeliefreliesonaculturalinterpretationsystemtoguidethecoreofthe
relationshipoftheintegrationbetweenspiritanddesire,valueandrationalityintheoperationofwelfare
system．ItguidespeopletopracticethevaluestipulationofProtestantspiritbytheconsciousandvoluntary
moralbehavior,soastoachieveaharmonious“valueecology”inwhichtheinternalorderofindividuals’life
andtheexternalorderofsociallifeinteractpositively．

４４

〔１２〕 Ibid,１９．
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中文题目:
新教精神中的社会关怀———论宗教改革对北欧福利国家制度形成的作用与意义
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提要:本文以宗教改革后的基督新教(简称:新教)为研究背景去审视北欧福利国家制度变迁,研究宗教改革中的基本
教义、伦理、观念对北欧福利国家制度形成的作用和意义.其中,宗教改革中形成的新教的社会关怀理论与实践对北欧
福利国家制度起到了重要的促进作用,也是本文研究的重点,希望通过梳理这一问题,使得新教精神的现实化发展有一
个全新的展现视角,从而对宗教改革的社会政治哲学意义进行更深入理解与把握.

关键词:宗教改革;新教精神;社会关怀;北欧福利国家制度
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